
      January 2010 
 

 Last year's results for the WAVERLEY and BALMORAL are admitted 

to have been bad, though not as bad as 2008.  The ships are said to 
have covered their running costs, but the PSPS will again have to 
use its funds to help cover overheads, a situation that cannot 
continue indefinitely.  The future role of the BALMORAL is further 
complicated by the daft scheme of Severn Link to run a fast 
catamaran between Swansea and Ilfracombe.  North Devon really needs 
more tourists but a vessel totally unsuited to the exposed sea 
conditions of the Bristol Channel is not the answer. 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   Timetables have been published for the 
WAVERLEY's Clyde sailings from 22 June to 30 August, and for her 
South Coast sailings from 3 to 23 September. 

 
NORTH EAST 
River Escapes, Newcastle   Public afternoon trips run on Sundays 
from 14 March to 31 October and 14 November, and on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from June to September, with a two-hour cruise upriver to 
Ryton and a three-hour cruise to the river mouth.  The 'COVENTINA 
offers one-hour sightseeing trips on Saturdays from June to 
September. 
YorkBoat   City sightseeing trips run daily from 6 February to  
28 November.  Cruises to Bishopthorpe run from 29 May to 31 August 
at weekends and in school holidays.  Trips to land for a meal at 
the 'Ship Inn' in Alcaster Mabis are on alternate Thursdays. 
A&G Passenger Boats, Sheffield   The barge A39, replaced by the new 
L B HARDFEET, is for sale for £59 500.  She was built in 1933 and 
converted to a passenger vessel in 1972, operating initially in 
Liverpool as the PEACE.  She no longer qualifies for a passenger 
certificate. 
 

THAMES 
French Brothers   Trips from Staines to Windsor aboard the steamer 
NUNEHAM are scheduled for 22 May, 16 June, 17 July, 15 August and 
18 September. 
Salter's Steamers   Services run from 29 May to 19 September this 
year, to the same pattern as in 2009. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The FASTCAT SHANKLIN has been handed over to Severn 
Link (the new registered owner is Dash Marine Ltd) and is being 
surveyed at Portchester.  A judicial review into the new Lymington 
ferries was held in the High court on 14-15 December when the 
Lymington River Association claimed the new ships were unlawful 
because Wightlink had not held a public consultation; a decision is 
expected this month. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   On 14 December, Cornwall Council's 
planning committee rejected the scheme to develop Penzance harbour 
to provide passenger and cargo facilities for a new Scilly ship.  
The matter was debated in parliament on 5 January when the 

government minister stated that "an appropriate scheme needs to be 
found, and quickly." 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG's 2010 passenger sailings are from  
27 March to 26 October. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   The full winter timetable, 
serving all three piers, resumed in December.  This year, a two-
boat service runs from 28 April to 30 October, with a third vessel 
between 29 May and 5 September when there are nine sailings daily 
each way. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The fast ferry HD1, which ran between the Channel Islands and 
France in 2007-08, has been sold and sailed in December to Korea as 
the MOON FLOWER.  
 
 

 

_________________________________________  G P Hamer  7 January 2010 



     February 2010 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
NORTH EAST 
YorkBoat   In the last issue, "Alcaster Mabis" should have been 
Acaster Malbis. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   The ORWELL LADY offers afternoon 
cruises to off Harwich on 3 and 5 April, on Bank Holidays in May 
and August, on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays from 5 May to  
26 September (except 19 and 26 June), and on Fridays from 9 July to 
3 September.  Sunday morning cruises off Pin Mill run in July and 
August.  Tickets are sold by the Tourist Information Centre. 
Topsail Charters, Maldon   The 2010 programme of public trips 
aboard sailing barges includes cruises from Ipswich, Harwich, 
Brightlingsea, Maldon, Tilbury and London, at fares from £17 to 
£55, including meals. 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises   The summer timetable, starting on 29 March, has more 
sailings to Greenwich, with departures from Westminster every half 

hour from 0945 to 1615, calling at the London Eye and Tower.  
Westminster-Tower sailings continue every half hour till 1845. 
Silver Fleet (Woods River Cruises)   The SILVER STURGEON was at 
Ramsgate for refit from 15 to 31 January. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   The CAVERSHAM LADY has been sold 
after running from Reading since she was built in 1978.  
Salter's Steamers have bought the CAVERSHAM LADY which is to be 
renamed MAPLEDURHAM LADY.  Salters' own MAPLEDURHAM was broken up 
in 2008.   
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Brownsea Island is open this year from 13 March to 31 October, 
though until 26 March, boats run from Sandbanks only; from  
27 March, there are boats from Poole and Sandbanks. 
Gosport Ferry   The summer cruise programme runs from 9 June to  
1 September, with cruises to the Beaulieu or Hamble Rivers, 
Southampton Docks or round the forts, and trips to Ryde and Cowes. 
Wightlink   The FASTCAT SHANKLIN left Portsmouth harbour on  
26 January and called at Dartmouth and Falmouth en route to 
Swansea.  The FASTCAT RYDE was used in January when the WIGHT 
RYDERs had technical problems.  She struck Ryde pier on 12 January 

and suffered minor damage but there were no injuries.  The ST 
CATHERINE has reportedly been sold for service in Italy. 
Mudeford Ferry   Trips to the Needles or Yarmouth will in future be 
operated by a 12-seater RIB. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   Evening bird-watching cruises from 
Swanage, in conjunction with Durlston Country park, will be offered 
weekly from 14 May to 2 July, usually on Fridays. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR VITESSE runs until 8 February and is 
then replaced by the CONDOR EXPRESS.  Both are in service, with 
sailings from Poole and Weymouth, from 1 April to 31 October.  The 
CONDOR VITESSE runs a daily trip from Poole to Cherbourg for 

Brittany Ferries from 17 May to 26 September.  The COMMODORE 
CLIPPER does a Portsmouth-Cherbourg sailing on Sundays from 30 May 
to 5 September. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Mevagissey Ferries   The service will run from 26 April to  
1 October, with up to six round trips daily. 
G H Pill, Falmouth   On 22 August 2008, the MCA inspected the HAVEN 
ROSE and found the liferaft and its release mechanism were out of 
date, and should have been serviced in December 2007.  At Truro 
Crown Court on 1 February, Mr Pill was sentenced to six months in 
prison and fined £8500.  Aged 61, George Pill had run boats from 
Falmouth for many years, originally with his father and later with 
his son, both also called George.  
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link   The FASTCAT SHANKLIN arrived in Swansea on 28 January 
after passing close to Ilfracombe, though she did not call at the 
pier.  A competition to choose new names has been organised for 
local schoolchildren.  Timetables and fares for the new service 

have not been published yet. 
Kenneth Allsop Memorial Trust   Day trips from Weston to Steep Holm 
are scheduled for 23 dates from 1 May to 24 October. 
Bristol Packet is advertising that this year is "the 90th birthday 
of Bristol's most famous passenger vessel, the TOWER BELLE."  Avon 
Gorge cruises are scheduled for 34 dates from 8 May to 31 October.  
Day trips to Bath are on 30 May, 27 June, 18 July, 15 August and 12 
September. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
The Ashby Trip, Sutton Cheney   The BOSWORTH LADY has been sold to 
the Away Group and will run in Birmingham with the MOIRA ROSE. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 In January, work began on breaking up the former paddle steamer 
RYDE at Binfield in the Isle of Wight. 
 The derelict former Mersey ferry ROYAL IRIS has been taking 
water and is now partly submerged at Woolwich.  The RNLI were called 
on 1 February and checked that no one was aboard.  She had been 
laid-up on the Thames since August 1997. 

 
 
 

________________________________________  G P Hamer  5 February 2010 

 



     March 2010 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   Outline plans are for the WAVERLEY to run on 
the Bristol Channel from 5 to 20 June.  After her Clyde season, she 
is on the South Coast from 3 to 23 September, then on the Thames 
till 10 October, with a final weekend on the Clyde on 16-17 
October.  No other details have been published. 

 
NORTH EAST 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is again 
chartered by the RSPB.  Puffin cruises are scheduled for 13 dates 
from 8 May to 10 July. 
 

THAMES 
Thames River Boats   Sailings to Kew and Hampton Court are due to 
resume on 28 March. 
Thames Cruises   Following an accident on 17 August 2008 when a 
passenger disembarking from the HURLINGHAM fell in the river and 
drowned, the skipper and mate were charged with manslaughter.  The 
skipper was found not guilty on 18 February, but the mate who had 

not moored the vessel properly and left the gate unattended was 
sentenced to 15 months in prison, with half under licence. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co, the operator of the Scottish cruise ship 
LORD OF THE GLENS, is to offer cruises on the Thames.  The Rhine 
cruise ship CHARLEMAGNE is being converted in a Dutch yard and is 
due to run this summer as the SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL.  She was built 
in 1997, is 210 ft long and can carry 40 passengers in 20 cabins.  
Cruises will last four or five nights and go from Weybridge through 
London as far as Gravesend and Rochester. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER I is off service from 1 to 7 March for 
survey, and will be followed by her sister from 15 to 21 March.  
Revised timetables operate, with a vessel chartered from Solent & 
Wight Line Cruises.  A decision on the judicial review into the 
introduction of the new Lymington ferries was announced on  
16 February: Wightlink was found not to have complied fully with 
the Habitats Directive, but the service will continue while 
Wightlink looks at ways to reduce any environmental damage.  
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL is scheduled to do public 
trips on 18 dates from 6 June to 8 October, with visits to Weymouth 

from 2 to 12 July and to Poole on 16-23 August.  Bookings are taken 
by Blue Funnel Cruises. 
Brownsea Island Ferries   Trips to Wareham are scheduled for 23 
dates from 1 May to 12 September.  Jurassic Coast cruises are 
advertised on 13 Sundays, day trips to Yarmouth are on 11 
Wednesdays, and day trips to Buckler's Hard are on 31 July and  
30 August. 
National Trust has been fined £5000 (plus costs of £5653) after the 
Trust's BROWNSEA ENTERPRISE, the boat used to take staff to and 
from Brownsea, was found to have operated last summer for a month 
after the passenger certificate had expired.   
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Teignmouth Shaldon Ferry Co has been formed by Mr Greg Allen who 
has signed a 15-year contract with Teignbridge District Council to 
run the ferry.  Mr Allen had worked on the ferry for 14 years until 
it was suspended on 31 October.  The boat is being refitted and 

should resume at Easter. 
Greenway Ferry   Trips from Dartmouth to Greenway resumed on 3 
March when Greenway House opened for the 2010 season which ends on 
31 October. 
Fish 'n' Trips & Plymouth Hoe Cruises now trade under the name 
Plymouth Boat Trips.  The WESTON MAID and her Cawsand service have 
been taken over from Mr N Fox.  The Cawsand service is due to 
resume on 2 April (weather permitting).   
Enterprise Boats, Falmouth  The 35-year-old double-decker bus used 
to take passengers between Truro and Malpas has been sold for 
preservation after 18 years in the fleet, and will be replaced.    
A P & E R Newman, Tolverne   The family are handing over the tea 
room and bar at Tolverne to Tregothnan Estate which will continue 
the business.  Peter Newman is retiring, but his son Rhos will 
continue to run boats between Falmouth and Tolverne. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link plans to run daily services between Ilfracombe and 
Penarth as well as Swansea-Ilfracombe, but no details of schedules 
or fares have been published. 

M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare, has bought the car ferry CROMARTY ROSE 
which is being replaced on the Cromarty-Nigg crossing by a new 
vessel being built in Southampton.  The CROMARTY ROSE could carry 
two cars and will presumably be used to take supplies to Steep 
Holm.  Her new name is to be WESTWARD HO. 
Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, Bradford-on-Avon   Public trips are from 
28 March to 31 October.  The BARBARA MCLELLAN is making a four-day 
publicity trip to and from Devizes on 16-19 April; passengers can 
book to travel on any of the days.  Day trips to Bath will be on  
12 June and 4 September. 
Flat Holm Project   Public day trips are scheduled for 53 dates 
from 26 March to 31 October. 
HMS69, Cardiff, has been running evening party trips since 2008 in 
the MARIANNE, originally at Cobh, but later at Worcester then Ely. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE is off for refit 
from 6 to 25 March.  The MANANNAN will run to Heysham and 
Liverpool, while a cargo ferry will be chartered. 
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     April 2010 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The BALMORAL starts her season on 24 June and 
spends five days on the Irish Sea, doing trips to the Isle of Man 
from Garlieston and Whitehaven, and a cruise round Anglesey, then 
runs on the Bristol Channel from 1 to 14 July, the South Coast from 
the 16th, and the Thames from 21 July to 5 August.  She visits the 
North East on 7-11 August for a Tall Ships event in Hartlepool, 
then runs on the Bristol Channel from 14 August to 15 September.  
Unusual ports of call are Padstow on 9 July and Briton Ferry on  
28 August. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Great Yarmouth & Gorleston Steam Packet Co has taken over Waveney 
River Tours and the WAVENEY PRINCESS (though not the ENCHANTRESS 
which is being sold separately).  The SOUTHERN BELLE will run from 
Great Yarmouth, with cruises to Breydon Water on Sundays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from June to August, and trips to land at Berney Arms 
Mill on Mondays in July and August.  The WAVENEY PRINCESS offers 
cruises from Oulton Broad of one to two hours from April to 

October. 
 

THAMES 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The future of the Tilbury 
ferry service is in doubt again after Thurrock Council decided to 
end its annual contribution of £40 000.  They have agreed to 
continue the subsidy till the present agreement ends in July 2011. 
Turk Launches   Public services to Kingston and Richmond began at 
Easter and some sailings call at Hammerton's landing stage at 
Twickenham.  The company is to concentrate on the passenger boats 
and the various craft used for filming are being sold.  The replica 
18th century warship GRAND TURK has been sold to Etoile Marine of 
St Malo and will be open to the public there as the ETOILE DU ROY. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
D & P Faithfull, Portsmouth   The EXONIA has been advertised for 
sale for £50 000. 
Wightlink   The CAEDMON was towed from Marchwood on 5 March, and 
was followed on the 22nd by the CENRED; both are now in Esbjerg at 
the yard of their Danish owners where they will be broken up. 

The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL's visit to Weymouth has 
been cancelled. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries has acquired the SEA LEOPARD, last used in 2008 
between Dover and Boulogne as the SPEEDONE.  She is a sister of the 
CONDOR EXPRESS and 'VITESSE, and will be renamed CONDOR RAPIDE to 
replace the CONDOR 10 between St-Malo and the islands.  She sailed 
from Tilbury to Weymouth on 1 April and will be repainted there 
before entering service in May. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   The Torquay-Brixham service and day trips in THE 
FAIRMILE are scheduled to run from 1 April to 31 October.  THE 
FAIRMILE leaves Torquay at 1045 and Brixham at 1115 for Dartmouth 
with a connecting boat to Greenway; THE FAIRMILE offers a two-hour 

afternoon cruise from Dartmouth to off Slapton Sands (with a cream 
tea included) before returning to Brixham and Torquay.  On the 
river, there are trips from Dartmouth, Dittisham and Greenway to 
Totnes on some Fridays (market day), and trips from Totnes to 
Greenway.  
Dart Pleasure Craft   The company has adopted the new name of 
Dartmouth Steam Railway and River Boat Co.  Dartmouth-Totnes 
sailings are daily from 1 April to 31 October (except Fridays from 
1 to 22 October).  There are sailings from Torquay to Dartmouth 
daily except Mondays and Fridays from 1 May to 30 September, and 
every day in July and August.  There are sailings between Dartmouth 
and Stoke Gabriel from 1 May to 26 September, usually on three days 
each week.  There will be day trips from Dartmouth to Salcombe for 
the first time since the 1990s; they are scheduled for Mondays  
10 and 24 May, 5 and 19 July, 7 and 21 June, and 2 and 16 August, 
and the fare of £16 includes a cream tea.  In 2009, the company's 
boats had revenue of £1 823 608 (up 20%) and produced a profit of  
£164 900 (£2626 in 2008). 
P J Moule, Kingsbridge   The business has been advertised for sale 
for £265 000.  The buyer can take over before the 2010 season. 

Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   On 8 March, Cornwall County 
Council's strategic planning committee approved the controversial 
scheme to develop Penzance harbour for a new Isles of Scilly ship.   
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Three-hour bird-watching cruises into Liverpool 
Bay are scheduled for 5 August and 29 September. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The Norwegian ferry FOLGEFONN, used by Erith Yacht Club in Kent 
as a clubhouse since 1981, is to return to Norway for preservation.  
She was towed from her berth on 1 March and will be moved to Norway 
later this year.  She was built in 1938 and was one of the first car 
ferries in Norway. 
 The theatre ship FITZCARRALDO has been sold and left Liverpool 
on 3 April for Amsterdam.  Originally the Norwegian ferry BJARKØY, 
she was converted in 1992 and has since travelled all around the 
British Isles. 
 It seems that the former Isle of Man steamer MANXMAN, last in 
service in 1982, is shortly to be broken up in Sunderland. 
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       May 2010 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
NORTH EAST 
Leeds City Cruisers   The BLACK PRINCE will be running an hourly 
service between Granary Wharf, Brewery Wharf and Clarence Dock at 
weekends from 22 May to 26 September, and every day in August. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners   The ferry runs from 2 April 
to 31 October.  Scheduled services are at weekends until 26 
September, and every day from 19 July to 5 September; advance 
telephone booking is needed on other days. 
 

THAMES 
Lee Valley Boat Centre, Broxbourne   Both boats offer the usual 
public trips on the River Lee, but the visit to Ware, offered in 
previous years, does not appear in the programme. 
London Pleasure Boats   The SPIRIT OF LONDON has been sold as a 
houseboat and is now moored at Cadogan Pier, Chelsea.  Built as the 
GOLDEN ROSE, she ran on the upper Thames for one season before 

going to London. 
Silver Fleet (Woods River Cruises)   The SILVER DOLPHIN went 
through the Caledonian Canal in March, after sheltering at 
Lowestoft and Hartlepool on her delivery voyage to Loch Lomond. 
London Waterbus Co, Little Venice   Day trips are scheduled to 
Limehouse on 12 June, 3 and 17 July and 4 September, and to 
Greenford on 19 June, 10 July and 11 September. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The last of the old Lymington ferries, the CENWULF, 
left the Solent for Esbjerg under tow on 30 April.  The FASTCAT 
RYDE has been handed over to Severn Link. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The SOLENT PRINCE has been bought from 
Gosport Ferry and renamed OLIVER B.  The company will be running a 
Lymington-Cowes service as usual during Cowes Week, from 31 July to 
7 August.   
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   A new day trip this year is from Poole 
to Yarmouth on Saturdays from mid-May, with a cruise to Southampton 
Docks on certain unspecified dates.  There are also new tickets 
combining a Poole-Swanage trip and a ride on the Swanage Railway. 

 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Compagnie Corsaire, Saint-Malo   The JACQUES CARTIER runs to Jersey 
from 19 April to 25 September. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
 Morwellham Quay on the Tamar has been bought by the owners of 
Bicton Gardens near Budleigh Salterton.  The site is due to reopen 
to the public on 24 May.  Sound Cruising offer trips from Plymouth. 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   A day trip to land at Beer is 
scheduled for 17 July. 
J & M Rackley, Dawlish and Starcross, will no longer be offering 
day trips to Brixham.  Afternoon coastal cruises from Dawlish will 
run on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays from mid-June to mid-
September.   
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Sound Cruising, Plymouth   Trips to Calstock are scheduled for 35 
dates from 6 May to 3 October, and trips to Morwellham are 
advertised for 22 and 24 May, 6 and 21 June, 7 July and 19 August. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III will offer a 14-
hour pelagic bird-watching cruise on 8 August.  The company has 

bought the 224-grt cargo ship GUEDEL, built in 1969, and previously 
serving islands off southern Brittany.  She will carry building 
materials for a new school on St Mary's. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link has announced plans to run from Penarth to Minehead and 
Ilfracombe as well as Swansea-Ilfracombe, but schedules and fares 
are still awaited.  The FASTCAT SHANKLIN carried out some trials at 
Ilfracombe on 22 April.  The FASTCAT RYDE has been handed over 
(registered owner is Sprint Marine Ltd) and renamed RAPPAREE after 
a cove in Ilfracombe, but is still moored in Portsmouth Harbour. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
National Waterways Museum, Gloucester, is this year being renamed 
Gloucester Waterways Museum.  Day trips are scheduled to Sharpness 
on 6 June and 5 September, and to Tewkesbury on 22 May and  
21 August; there are also cruises with lunch or a cream tea, and 
evening cruises.  Sponsorship is being sought to take the QUEEN 
BOADICEA II to Dunkerque in May.  
Maritime Leisure Cruises, Boston   Public trips include day cruises 

towards Skegness in the MYSTERE on 31 May, 24 July and 27 August, 
half-day cruises into the Wash on the BOSTON BELLE on 12 dates, and 
short trips on the River Witham in the 'BELLE every Wednesday and 
Sunday. 
 

NORTH WEST 
D W & D G Jones, Beaumaris   The CERISMAR TWO is operating wildlife 
cruises around Puffin Island for the RSPB on eight dates from 8 May 
to 22 August. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 This year is the 70th anniversary of the evacuation from 
Dunkerque, and a flotilla of boats is to return there on 27-31 May.  
Possible participants include the CORONIA, DEVON BELLE, PRINCESS 
FREDA and a number of former passenger boats converted to private 
use. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________  G P Hamer  5 May 2010 



      June 2010 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was dry-docked at Greenock 
before beginning her season on 28 May.  After completing her 
sailings from Oban, she sailed to Swansea, arriving on the morning 
of 3 June.  The BALMORAL is in dry-dock at Sharpness. 

 
THAMES 
 Two Dutch sailing ships will be offering three-hour cruises 
from Southend this summer: the ATLANTIS on 10 and 11 July, and the 
ARTEMIS on 18 and 19 September.  Tickets are £35 and are available 
from the Visitor Information Centre at the pier. 
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA was in the flotilla of boats 
which sailed from Ramsgate to Dunkerque on 27 May to mark the 70th 
anniversary of her participation in the wartime evacuation. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   The DEVON BELLE also went to 
Dunkerque on 27 May; in 1940, she was the River Dart Steamboat Co's 
SEYMOUR CASTLE. 
White Horse Boats, Devizes   The KENAVON VENTURE has been leased to 
the Kennet & Avon Canal Trust until 2013.  The Trust will use 

volunteer crews to continue the trips from Devizes.  White Horse 
Boats still operate hire cruisers from Devizes. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne   The start of the season has 
been delayed.  
D & P Faithfull, Portsmouth   The FAITHFULL SERVANT has been 
advertised for sale for £225 000. 
Solent & Wight Line Cruises are running a waterbus service on 
behalf of the Portsmouth Naval Base Property Trust, with hourly 
trips from Gunwharf Quays and the Historic Dockyard, landing at the 
"Explosion!" and submarine museums in Gosport.  The service started 
on 29 May and runs until late October, with a return fare of £5. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR RAPIDE entered service on 13 May, from 
Weymouth, to allow engine repairs to be carried out on the CONDOR 
EXPRESS.  The CONDOR 10 made her last trips between St-Malo and the 
Islands on 1 June and was replaced by the 'RAPIDE on the 2nd. 
Manche Iles Express   The contract to run the service, held by 

Société Morbihannaise de Navigation for the past five years, has 
been awarded to Finist'mer of Nantes.  The service has not been 
profitable and only two vessels will be in service this summer.  
The TOCQUEVILLE has been advertised for sale by brokers.  
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Teignmouth Shaldon Ferry Co   The T&S FERRY NO 2, built for the 
ferry service in 1908 and limited to 12 passengers in recent years, 
is in poor condition and has been offered for sale by Teignbridge 
District Council. 
Devon Princess Cruises   The DARTMOUTH CASTLE has been sold back to 
her previous owners at Dartmouth. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co has bought the DARTMOUTH 
CASTLE.  
P J Moule, Kingsbridge   The 2010 season extends from 2 June to  
3 October. 
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Cornwall Ferries, Falmouth, plan to run a trial ferry service in 
July and August between Feock and Restronguet.  A ferry ran from 
the 15th century until the early 1950s. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 

Severn Link   The RAPPAREE left Portsmouth on 21 May for the 
Bristol Channel.  On 25 May, she carried out trials in Cardiff Bay, 
just fitting in the lock in the barrage, and is now berthed in 
Swansea with the FASTCAT SHANKLIN.  There is still no news of a 
starting date or timetables. 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co   Public Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 
14 dates from 3 June to 30 October. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Hampton Loade Community Trust has handed the ferry back to its 
owner, Mr Page, who has recovered from ill health.  The ferry will 
run at weekends from May to October. 
ShrewsburyBoat   The business has been sold by ChesterBoat to local 
businessmen Andrew Flavell and Dilwyn Jones.  The SABRINA has 
operated in Shrewsbury since 2007 and the new owners plan to offer 
year-round trips. 
 

NORTH WEST 
T Ellis, Llandudno  The SEA-JAY, a wooden coble from Bridlington 
was purchased last year and refitted to carry 40 passengers.  She 

was built in 1984 and is 40 ft long. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   Round-the-island sailings are 
scheduled for 19 June in the BEN-MY-CHREE, and 28 July and  
18 August in the MANANNAN. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The former Norwegian ferry FOLGEFONN left the Thames on 15 May 
aboard the cargo ship EIDE TRADER en route to Norway where she is to 
be preserved. 
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Waverley Excursions   On the WAVERLEY's visit to the Bristol 
Channel, calls at Newport were not possible because the berth needs 
dredging.  Her sailing on 11 June was cancelled by the weather.  On 
the 13th, she could not call at Ilfracombe and passengers were 
taken directly from Penarth to Lundy.  On the afternoon of the 
17th, she grounded briefly on a sandbank off Clevedon and the rest 
of the day's sailings were cancelled.  She returned to Scotland 
after her cruise from Milford Haven on 20 June.  The BALMORAL began 
her season on 24 June, from Garlieston to the Isle of Man.  She 
made four trips to the island but was unable to cruise round the 
island on the 27th. 

 
NORTH EAST 
B Clarkson, Whitby   The ESK BELLE II will be at Hartlepool for the 
Tall Ships event from 7 to 10 August. 
 

THAMES 
Silver Fleet (Woods River Cruises)   The SILVER DOLPHIN finally 
reached Loch Lomond in June. 

Thames Executive Charters have taken over THE GEORGIAN from the 
Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co, though she will be based at 
Maidenhead this summer.  She will move to London for the winter. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL arrived in 
London on 7 June from Dordrecht.  She has carried out some trials 
on the Thames but has not entered service and is currently lying in 
the West India Docks. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   There will be no public trips from  
23 to 30 August when the boats will be carrying people to and from 
the Reading Festival. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The new owner of the ST CATHERINE is Delcomar who run 
to islands off Sardinia.  She will be renamed G B CONTE, but has 
not been delivered yet. 
Dorset Cruises   Only one boat (usually the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE) runs 
from Bournemouth with daily sailings at 1100 to Brownsea and 
Swanage, 1500 to Brownsea and 1600 to Swanage.  From Poole, there 
are sailings to Swanage at 1100, 1400 and 1600 (usually the DORSET 
BELLE), and cruises round the harbour by the DORSET QUEEN at 1100, 

1300, 1500 and 1700.  From Swanage, in addition to sailings to 
Bournemouth and Poole, there is a day trip to Brownsea at 1200.  No 
sailings are scheduled to the Isle of Wight. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   A fire broke out on the vehicle deck of the CONDOR 
CLIPPER at about 0300 on 16 June off the Isle of Wight.  She 
berthed at Portsmouth at 1100 but the 62 passengers could not 
disembark till the evening.  Her passenger sailings were cancelled 
until she resumed service on 3 July after repairs. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
G H Pill, Falmouth   The HAVEN ROSE has been renamed MEDINA MIST, 
her original name when she was built to run from Cowes.  She only 
carries 12 passengers, but may have a certificate for 50 next year.  
She offers a variety of trips from Custom House Quay, not Prince of 
Wales Pier. 
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Cornwall Ferries, Falmouth   A new 19-ft boat for the ferry from St 
Mawes to Place has been built locally by Cygnus Marine.  It uses 
waste cooking oil from local hotels and restaurants as fuel. 
Great Western Riverboats, Falmouth, has begun trips from the Prince 
of Wales Pier to Tolverne with the BAY PRINCESS from Paignton which 

has been rebuilt and renamed WESTERN ENDEAVOUR.  The owner is Mr S 
R M Michael. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The cargo ship GUEDEL, bought from 
France to transport materials for the islands' new school, has been 
renamed IVOR B after Ivor Bone, a project manager for the school 
who died last winter.  There are fears that the plan to replace the 
SCILLONIAN III will be affected by government spending cuts. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link admitted on 9 June that services would be unable to 
start this summer, blaming a lack of landing facilities at Swansea.  
Neither craft has been granted a passenger certificate, and the two 
catamarans have now been advertised for sale by brokers. 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare   The WESTWARD HO (ex CROMARTY ROSE) 
arrived at Weston in June and was due to make the first trip of the 
season to Steep Holm on 12 June.  The BRISTOL QUEEN is not in 
commission this season. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
ShrewsburyBoat   The new owners trade as Sabrina.  40-minute 

cruises are advertised to run daily until October. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Wigan Boats   The ROMANCE has been acquired by John and Lesley 
Yates, trading as Canal Boat Cruises, and is now based on the Leeds 
& Liverpool Canal at Riley Green near Blackburn.  Lunch and dinner 
cruises are offered. 
Lancaster Canal Packet Boats are running only the KINGFISHER this 
year.  Public trips are from Lancaster, Hest Bank, Bolton-le-Sands, 
Carnforth, Tewitfield, Galgate, Garstang and Barton Grange.   
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   One of the MANANNAN's four engines 
needs repairs so she will be running more slowly until around  
21 July while work is carried out, taking about three hours from 
Liverpool.  The SNAEFELL has been advertised for sale by brokers. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The owner of the former paddle steamer LINCOLN CASTLE has 
started breaking her up at Grimsby after failing to find anyone to 

take her.  She had been offered to the Paddle Steamer Preservation 
Society, but they were unable to accept her.  She was in poor 
condition, with concrete in the hull. 
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    August 2010 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   Gales delayed the BALMORAL's visit to the 
South Coast and sailings on 16-19 July were cancelled; she resumed 
her schedule on 20 July. 

 
NORTH EAST 
T Machin, Scarborough   The CORONIA had a charter from Goole on  
29 June. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Spitbank Fort was sold last November to a company trading as 
Amazing Retreats and is to be converted to luxury apartments for 
rent.  The public trips to the Fort, offered in recent years by 
Solent & Wight Line Cruises, have ceased. 
D & P Faithfull, Portsmouth   The EXONIA has been sold to Coniston 
Launch and will be converted to electric power. 
Wightlink   Ryde Pier was closed to vehicles from 3 August after 
safety checks.  Trains are still running to Ryde Pier Head to 
connect with Portsmouth sailings.  The ST CATHERINE left on 31 July 

for Sardinia under her new name of G B CONTE. 
Blue Star Boats, Hamble   The PAMELA J no longer runs trips to 
Manor Farm Country Park.  She offers 40-minute cruises as far as 
Bursledon Bridge. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   Only the SOLENT SCENE ran in the first 
part of the season but, following the recruitment of another 
skipper, both vessels are running the full programme, including 
Saturday day trips to Yarmouth. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   In the last issue, "CONDOR CLIPPER" should have 
been COMMODORE CLIPPER.  Brittany Ferries has extended the charter 
of the CONDOR VITESSE which will operate a daily round trip from 
Poole to Cherbourg until 31 October, instead of finishing on 26 
September. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   The RIVIERA BELLE has been sold, reportedly to 
Plymouth.  Originally the customs launch GUARDWELL, she came to 
Torquay in 2002 and was renamed in 2006. 

P J Moule, Kingsbridge   The business has been bought by Dartmouth 
Steam Railway and River Boat Co who will continue to run the 
RIVERMAID between Kingsbridge and Salcombe.  The service had been 
run for 35 years by Mr Moule who offered the business for sale for 
£265 000 last winter. 
A & D Smith (Silverline Cruises), Plymouth, are running an hourly 
summer service between the Barbican and Royal William Yard, which 
started on 1 May and continues to 30 September.  The 12-passenger 
TRANSPORTER is usually used. 
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Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry has won the contract from Cornwall 
and Plymouth City Councils to run the Cremyll ferry for the next 
seven years, reversing last year's decision to award the contract 
to Sound Cruising.  There is a new timetable with more sailings, 
and fares have been reduced.  A new service from Mountbatten to 

Cremyll started on 19 July and will continue to 30 September with 
seven sailings daily.  Public trips to Calstock were scheduled for 
22 July, and 5 and 7 September.  Cruises to the River Yealm are 
scheduled for 8, 15 and 22 August. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link   The FASTCAT SHANKLIN left Swansea on 2 August and 
arrived at Hythe on Southampton Water the next day, seemingly to be 
laid-up awaiting a buyer. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Canal Boat Cruises, Blackburn   The ROMANCE is continuing to 
operate from Riley Green near Blackburn, although the Leeds & 
Liverpool Canal is closed to through navigation because of water 
shortages. 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   The WESTERN BELLE was taken by 
road from the Mersey on 12 July and lowered into Ullswater the next 
day.  She is due to enter service on the lake this autumn. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The SNAEFELL suffered a "crankshaft 
failure" in one of her four engines in mid-July, the same fault 
suffered by the MANANNAN.  Both vessels are running at reduced 
speeds, with some amended schedules, and the planned round-the-
island trips have been cancelled.  Day trips to and from Fleetwood 
are scheduled for 7 August.  The SNAEFELL will be repaired in 
September and the MANANNAN in the winter. 
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    September 2010 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY left Ayr on 31 August and 
arrived in Weymouth the following evening.  On 5 September, her 
calls at Bournemouth, Swanage and Weymouth were cancelled as were 
Worthing and Swanage the next day.  The BALMORAL's Thames sailings 
were all completed as scheduled.  On the Bristol Channel, her 
sailings were cancelled by the weather from the afternoon of  
23 August until the 27th and on the 29th, but she did the trip from 
Briton Ferry on 28 August. 

 
NORTH EAST 
B Clarkson, Whitby   Trips to Staithes are scheduled for 8, 12, 21 
and 27 September, and 6 October. 
S Newby, Bridlington   The JAWS was sold after the 2008 season and, 
without the glass fibre shark on her wheelhouse, went to Llandudno. 
 

THAMES 
 Both Thames Clippers and Thames Executive Charters will be 
running additional services if a London Underground strike planned 

for 6/7 September takes place. 
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA went to run in Reading from 
26 to 30 August, operating to the Festival for Thames Rivercruise. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   All the boats and Colliers' PRINCESS 
FREDA operated services to the Reading Festival from 26 to 30 
August. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   Gosport Borough Council has awarded the contract to 
build a new pontoon to Trant Construction of Southampton. 
Dorset Cruises   The DORSET BELLE was found to be taking on water 
on the evening of 4 August outside Poole Harbour.  She was escorted 
back to Poole Quay by the Poole lifeboats. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   The SOLENT SCENE grounded off Old Harry 
Rocks on 7 August.  The passengers were transferred by Swanage 
lifeboat to the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE.  The SOLENT SCENE refloated at 
1730 and sailed to Poole.  She went to Southampton for repairs, 
eventually returning to Poole on the evening of 1 September.  The 
JURASSIC SCENE continued to operate from Poole, but the SOLENT 
SCENE is now running alone.  

Brownsea Island Ferries   From 27 July to 2 September, a Jurassic 
Coast cruise was offered on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
Poole and Swanage. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR VITESSE and CONDOR RAPIDE swapped 
places between 5 and 16 August so that repairs could be carried out 
to the 'VITESSE overnight at St-Malo; the 'RAPIDE ran from Poole.   
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry have bought the CORAL STAR IV from Plymouth.   
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The RIVERMAID's 
Kingsbridge-Salcombe service is being advertised as Salcombe River 
Boats.  The DART VENTURER has been based at Torquay, operating to 
Dartmouth.  The trips from Dartmouth to Salcombe were made by the 
DITTISHAM PRINCESS.  
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Sound Cruising, Plymouth   The trips advertised to Morwellham have 
not operated this year, apparently because the site is not fully 
open. 
Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry   The Dockyard cruises have been 
calling at Mountbatten and Cremyll, providing services to Cremyll 

from both the Barbican and Mountbatten.  
K&S Cruises, Falmouth   The skipper of the LADY ELIZABETH, David 
Pill, was arrested on 17 August for being over the legal alcohol 
limit whilst in charge of the boat. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III made an extra 
trip on 21 August when flights to the islands were cancelled by 
fog.  In the year to 31 March, the company's turnover (from the 
ships and aircraft) increased by 2.4% to £9.78 million and the 
operating profit was £628 067. 
Padstow Harbour Commissioners   The BLACK TOR operated a service 
between Padstow and Wadebridge in August, generally with two round 
trips daily, depending on tides.  The trip took 30 minutes each 
way. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link   The RAPPAREE left Swansea on 9 August and is now 
berthed with the FASTCAT SHANKLIN at Hythe on Southampton Water. 
Flat Holm Project   Since 1 July, the service has operated from the 
landing stage at the Barrage by the Custom House in Penarth. 
 

NORTH WEST 
T Ellis, Llandudno  The SEA-JAY, introduced last year, was 
previously the JAWS at Bridlington. 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   From 31 August to mid-October, 
a temporary timetable is in operation whilst Pooley Bridge pier is 
closed for repairs, with nine trips daily between Glenridding and 
Howtown. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The SNAEFELL will be taken out of 
service on 7 September after the last Dublin trip, and the 
remaining services to Liverpool and Belfast will be performed by 
the MANANNAN, still running at a reduced speed.  The SNAEFELL's 
damaged engine will then be repaired. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The former Gosport ferry and Thames passenger boat VITA has 
been converted for private use with a cabin on deck.  She was noted 
at Padstow in August. 
 

BOOKS 
 Two recent publications are 'Bridlington Pleasure Boats' by 
Frank Bull (available from Amazon), covering the history of all the 
passenger vessels that have served the Yorkshire resort, and 'Boat 
Trips in Devon & Cornwall' by Ian Boyle (Ferry Publications) with 
colour pictures of the vessels currently operating in the area. 
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       October 2010 
 

 

 The summer of 2010 brought mixed weather to England and Wales.  
June and early July were generally warm, dry and sunny, but the 
weather was unsettled for the rest of the summer, with cool and 
cloudy weather in August. 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's South Coast and Thames 
sailings suffered much disruption from the weather.  The BALMORAL's 
season ended on 15 September and she also suffered from the 
weather; she is laid-up in Bristol, as usual.  The WAVERLEY's 
purser, Jim McFadzean, is retiring after 22 years' service.   

 
THAMES 
City Cruises   The winter timetable, from 1 November to 10 April, 
has sailings from Westminster to Tower and Greenwich at 35-minute 
intervals from 1000 to 1515 (1550 at weekends), with some later 
trips to the Tower only. 

Silver Fleet (Woods River Cruises)   The SILVER STURGEON suffered 
an engine room fire during an evening charter on 15 September.  The 
39 passengers and crew were taken off and the fire was put out.  
She was later towed to Lowestoft for repairs. 
River Thames Boat Hire   The KINGWOOD and her business have been 
advertised for sale by the owner for £325 000. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL has spent the 
summer in the West India Dock in London, and none of the advertised 
Thames cruises has operated. 
Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co   The BELLE, laid-up this year, was 
offered for sale on-line on e-bay; at the closing date of  
3 October, the winning bid was £6500.  
Oxford River Cruises have been running 12-passenger launches since 
2004, but this summer introduced the 65-ft 50-passenger waterbus 
SERAFINA II.  She was built in 1990 and previously ran as the HARP 
OF ERNE on Lough Erne then at Donegal.  She offers charter trips 
from Oxford. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   Because of maintenance work at the Gunwharf terminal in 
Portsmouth on 7-10 October, some night-time Fishbourne sailings 

will use the Continental Ferry Terminal and will not carry foot 
passengers.  Additional Ryde-Portsmouth sailings will be operated 
instead. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The service will be 
suspended for three or four weeks in November when the BRAMBLE BUSH 
BAY goes for refit. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR VITESSE suffered an engine failure on 
17 September and ran at reduced speeds until the 19th when a second 
engine failed; some sailings were cancelled until the CONDOR 10 
returned to service from the 24th.  The CONDOR VITESSE resumed on 
30 September, but running on three engines so schedules are 
modified.  The COMMODORE CLIPPER went to Falmouth for refit from  
12 September to 4 October. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
 The RSPB is offering bird-watching cruises on the Exe Estuary 
on 17 dates between 6 November and 5 March, using the MY QUEEN from 
Starcross or SEA DREAM II from Topsham. 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Winter bird watching cruises are 

scheduled for 19 dates from 6 November to 19 March. 
Greenway Ferry   The TORQUAY BELLE will offer a limited service 
between Torquay and Brixham on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1 November to 10 December, carrying up to 12 
passengers.  The CHRISTIE BELLE will sail between Dartmouth and 
Greenway on certain dates between 14 November and 19 December; 
Torquay-Dartmouth trips are advertised, using a vintage bus from 
Torquay to Greenway to connect with the CHRISTIE BELLE. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The IOLAIRE has been advertised for sale for 
£37 500.  She was built for trips from Iona to Staffa, then ran 
from Tenby to Caldey before coming to Plymouth in 2005. 
Torpoint Ferry   The PLYM II was taken out of service on  
17 September and has gone to Falmouth for refit.  A reduced ferry 
service will operate till mid-October. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
English Holiday Cruises, Gloucester   The EDWARD ELGAR will offer 
Christmas lunch cruises from 8 December. 
 

NORTH WEST 

Keswick Launch Co   The TWIN-STAR II has been offered for sale for 
£95 000. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 Hastings Pier was badly damaged by fire in the early hours of  
5 October.  Two men were arrested on suspicion of arson.  The pier 
had been closed since 2006 and the last ship to call there was the 
WAVERLEY in the early 1980s. 
 Demolition of the LINCOLN CASTLE at Grimsby is expected to be 
completed in the next few weeks. 
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    November 2010 
 
 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 

ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.  
The significant changes are expansion at Dartmouth with the purchase 
of the DARTMOUTH CASTLE and RIVERMAID, and the reduction in Thames 
Luxury Charters' fleet by the sale of Maidenhead-based vessels. 
 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

 1(1) Thames Luxury Ch 1956    1(1)  City Cruises     4347 
 2(2) City Cruises 1769  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2905 
 3(3) Waverley Excursions 1428  3(4)  Waverley Excursions  1750 
 4(4) Silver Fleet 1414  4(7)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   1748  
 5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  916  5(5)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1704  
 6(6)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(3)  Thames Luxury Ch     1649 
 7(7)  Thames Leisure        708    7(6)  French Brothers      1335  
 8(10) Dartmouth SR&RB Co    475    8(8)  Salter's Steamers    1291 
 9(8)  Capital Pleasure B.   472    9(9)  York/ChesterBoat     1270    
10(9)  Thames Cruises  405   10(10) Crown River Cruises  1058 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her Thames sailings on 
10 October, then sailed to Southampton for a trip to witness the 
maiden departure of Cunard's new QUEEN ELIZABETH on the 12th.  She 
than returned to Glasgow, calling at Weymouth for fuel, and made 
her final trips of the season on 16 and 17 October. 

 
THAMES 
Hire Cruisers, Maidstone   A "park and ride" service will run 
between Allington and Maidstone until Christmas on Saturdays from 
27 November and on Sundays from 12 December. 
Thames River Services' winter timetable to Greenwich, from  
1 November to 3 April, has sailings from Westminster at 1020 then 
every 40 minutes to 1500, and (except in January and February) at 
1530.    
 

SOUTH COAST 
Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne   Trips did not run this year 
"due to a number of operational reasons". 

Red Funnel Ferries   From 1 November to 31 March, a two-ship 
service operates to East Cowes.  A third car ferry is scheduled to 
operate on 27-29 December.   
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   One-hour cruises are advertised to run 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays in December at 1145 and 1400; 
the fare of £7.50 includes a glass of sherry and a mince pie. 
Brownsea Island Ferries   Special trips in conjunction with the 
RSPB are scheduled to land on Brownsea Island on 5 December,  
9 January and 20 February, and to cruise to the Purbeck coast on  
21 May and 11 June. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The BRAMBLE BUSH BAY 
was towed to Southampton for refit on 1 November. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   On 20 October Princess Anne was aboard THE 
FAIRMILE for an afternoon cruise from Dartmouth and unveiled a 
plaque to commemorate the servicemen involved in the preparations 
for D-Day at Slapton in 1944. 

Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   Next year, the SCILLONIAN III will 
run from 26 March to 29 October, sailing on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays early and late in the season, and daily 
(except Sundays) from 18 April to 1 October.  A double trip 
operates on Saturdays 28 May, 4 June, and 16 and 23 July, and there 
are extra trips between 29 April and 2 May for the world pilot gig 
championships.  On Saturdays from 30 July to 28 August, sailings 
are at 1030 from Penzance and 1500 from St Mary’s, instead of the 
usual 0915 and 1630. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co ended morning and evening commuter services 
on 29 Ocober, claiming they were not economical.  Boats continue to 
run in the daytime; the winter schedule has seven trips daily from 
the Centre to Hotwells and six trips on Saturdays and Sundays to 
Temple Meads. 
Number Seven Boat Trips, Bristol, have contracted with Bristol City 
Council to run commuter services from 1 November.  There are 
sailings on Mondays to Fridays from Hotwells at 0725, 0805 and 
0845, and from the Centre at 1630, 1710 and 1750.  The commuter 

service to Temple Meads, run by Bristol Ferry Boat Co, has ceased. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
The Ashby Trip, Sutton Cheney   The ROSE has ceased operating and 
is for sale for £32 500. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Manchester Ship Canal cruises are scheduled for 60 
dates from 20 April to 16 October 2011.  The fare is £37, including 
return by coach. 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   Pooley Bridge Pier reopened on 
16 October. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co has said services could be reduced 
following the loss of freight business to a new Liverpool-Douglas 
container service introduced by Mezeron.  Tesco and Shoprite, both 
daily users of the Heysham ferry service, have switched to Mezeron.   
 

MISCELLANY 

 The government announced on 14 October that British Waterways 
would be replaced by a new charitable body which could take over the 
waterway network in 2012.  BW runs boat trips at Standedge, Anderton 
and Falkirk. 
 The former Tyne ferry SHIELDSMAN is now being converted to a 
houseboat at Shoreham. 
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     December 2010 
 

 

 As we huddle indoors during this cold weather, it's cheering to 
be able to read of operators' plans for next summer.  In the 
meantime, I should like to wish all readers a happy Christmas and a 
peaceful and prosperous New Year.     
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY is due to sail in the Western 
Isles of Scotland from 22 April to 3 May, with sailings from Oban, 
Fort William, Mallaig, Kyle of Lochalsh and Portree, amongst other 
places.  The BALMORAL has gained a further £50 000 from the 
National Lottery under the 'People's Millions' scheme. 

 
NORTH EAST 
River Escapes, Newcastle   Public cruises, downriver in the RIVER 
ESCAPES FORTUNA (at 1200 for three hours) and upriver in the 
'COVENTINA (1230 for two hours), will be offered on Sundays from  
13 March to 30 October (except 18 September), and on 13 November, 

and on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2 June to 29 September. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Maritime Leisure Cruises, Ely   The PRINCE CHARLES has been 
advertised for sale for £29 950. 
 

THAMES 
Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust   Public sailing are 
advertised from 23 April to 9 October, and include Thames Estuary 
cruises on 7 and 29 May, 9 June, 9 July, 6 August and 24 September, 
cruises off Shoeburyness on 25 June, into the Swale on 16 July and 
10 September, round the Isle of Sheppey on 20 August and to the 
wreck of the RICHARD MONTGOMERY on 27 August, a bird-watching 
cruise on 9 October and day trips to Southend on 28 July, and  
11 and 25 August. 
Water Chariots, a new company associated with Thames Executive 
Charters, has been appointed by British Waterways to run a service 
between Limehouse and Old Ford on the River Lee to serve the site 
of the Olympic Games. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPRIT OF CHARTWELL is advertised to 
offer day cruises through London from Canary Wharf next year, 

starting on 11 April.  The trips, on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Sundays, will last 11 hours, including visits ashore at 
Greenwich and Bankside.  Fares start at £145, including lunch and 
dinner; overnight accommodation is also available on board.  A 40-
passenger vessel named PASSEPARTOUT will offer day cruises from 
Windsor to Cliveden. 
Capital Pleasure Boats have bought the MIYUKI MARU from Thames 
Leisure and she will be renamed GOLDEN SUNRISE.  She came to London 
in 1990 from the Netherlands and retained the Japanese name from 
her previous owners. 
Silver Fleet (Woods River Cruises)   The SILVER STURGEON was back 
in London by 26 November after repairs in Lowestoft. 
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Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co   The new owner of the BELLE is 
reported to be in Yorkshire, but nothing more is known. 
Salter's Steamers   Services will operate from 28 May to  
18 September and follow the same pattern as this year. 

 

SOUTH COAST 
Edwards & Co, Hayling Island    The ferry was suspended on  
25 November following a safety inspection by the MCA, and is not 
expected to resume before 11 December. 
Isle of Wight Council   The Cowes floating bridge was suspended on 
the evening of 6 November after the chains were damaged by the 
Norwegian cargo ship WINDSTAR.  A passenger-only boat ran instead 
until the floating bridge resumed on 10 November. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The BRAMBLE BUSH BAY is 
expected to resume early this month. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   Services are suspended from 29 October to  
28 February, except for 4-5 and 18-28 December, when a vessel will 
do Granville-Jersey trips. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Trips along the Ship Canal to Exeter 
are scheduled for 26 May, 10 and 25 June, 10 and 25 July, and 6 and 
22 September.  There will be all-day wildlife and geology cruises 

on 4 June (with a visit to Beer Quarry Caves) and 24 July (to Kents 
Cavern at Torquay). 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Cruises from Dartmouth 
are offered through the winter, except in January; harbour cruises 
are daily except Mondays, with trips to Totnes on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays.  Next summer, the company hopes to offer a 
weekly sailing from Teignmouth via Torquay to Dartmouth. 
Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry   The PLYMOUTH SOUND is making 3-
hour winter bird-watching cruises from Saltash on six dates for 
Tamar Wildlife.  Next year, the Dockyard cruises will be calling at 
Mountbatten and Cremyll from 1 April to 30 September. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG went to Sharpness in November for her 
refit. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Kingfisher Cruises, Symonds Yat   The business has been sold by Mr 
Gardiner to Ian Price of Hereford.  The two boats continue to run 
from Symonds Yat East. 

Froghall Wharf Boat Trips have ceased following the retirement of 
the owners who have been running the trips since 1979.  The 
BIRDSWOOD was originally horse-drawn and later motorised.  
 
 
 

________________________________________  G P Hamer  6 December 2010 



      January 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY and BALMORAL incurred "another 
considerable loss" in 2010, according to the PSPS, and an appeal 
will be needed to raise funds for next season.  A chief engineer 
for the WAVERLEY is being sought following the departure of Gordon 
Reid at the end of the season. 

 
THAMES 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   Special trips for 2011 
include Southend Air Show on 29 and 30 May, the Thames sailing 
barge match on 23 July and a cruise to the forts on 7 August.  
French Brothers   Short trips from Windsor run daily from  
19 February to 30 October and at weekends till 4 December.  The 
Runnymede to Hampton Court service runs from 20 June to  
1 September, Runnymede-Windsor from 16 April to 11 September and 
Maidenhead-Windsor from 31 May to 26 August.  Trips in the NUNEHAM 
between Staines and Windsor are scheduled for 21 May, 15 June,  
16 July, 14 August and 17 September; lunch and afternoon tea 
cruises are also available. 

Thames Steamers   The ALASKA will be offering public trips from 
Bourne End on 28-30 May and 27-29 August, and from Henley on  
20 April and 17-18 June. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Edwards & Co, Hayling Island   The MCA carried out a successful 
inspection on 30 December, allowing the ferry to resume on  
4 January after a break of 40 days.     
Wightlink   The cost of repairs to Ryde Pier is expected to exceed 
£5 million, and the company has said it might not have invested in 
the WIGHT RYDERs if it had known the true condition of the pier.  
The work is due to be completed in March. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The car ferries will use berth 25 in 
Southampton Docks for about two weeks from 17 January while the 
normal berth is refurbished. 
Isle of Wight Council   The floating bridge was withdrawn on  
6 January so that a broken shaft can be replaced; the work is 
expected to last a week and a passenger launch will run instead.  
The Solent Steam Packet has launched an appeal to try to raise 
money for the SHIELDHALL's dry-docking in the spring.  The cost is 
estimated at £80 000. 

Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The ISLAND PRINCESS has been advertised 
for sale for £150 000. 
Dorset Cruises   A series of Christmas lunch and dinner trips was 
advertised in December, including a one-hour cruise from Parkstone 
Bay Marina in the DORSET QUEEN, followed by a meal at the marina.  
She is scheduled to make public trips from Poole to Wareham on 43 
dates next summer. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   In conjunction with Durlston Country 
Park, evening bird watching cruises are due to run from Swanage on 
Fridays from 6 May to 1 July. 
Greenslade Pleasure Boats, Poole   Roy Greenslade died on  
21 October at the age of 75.  The business will be continued by his 
family. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR EXPRESS suffered another engine failure 
in mid-December and was switched to run between St-Malo and the CI, 
while the CONDOR RAPIDE took over the Weymouth service.  The CONDOR 
VITESSE is being refitted at Portsmouth.  A two-vessel service, 

with sailings from both Weymouth and Poole, runs from 1 April to  
31 October.  The CONDOR VITESSE does a daily Poole-Cherbourg round 
trip for Brittany Ferries from 8 April to 31 October.  The 
COMMODORE CLIPPER runs from Portsmouth to Cherbourg on Sundays from 
29 May to 4 September.   
Compagnie Corsaire, Saint-Malo   The service to Jersey is not 
scheduled to run in 2011.  The future employment of the JACQUES 
CARTIER is not known; she was still laid-up in St-Malo in December. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Mevagissey Ferries   The service will run daily from 25 April to  
1 October, with up to six round trips each day. 
 

WEST WALES 
Caldey Boat Service   The TWO BROTHERS has been offered for sale 
for £17 950. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   A two-boat service runs from  
27 March to 30 October, with a third vessel between 9 April and  

4 September. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co    The fast ferries operate from 
Liverpool from 31 March to 30 October.  Belfast services are from 
20 April to 25 September.  Dublin services are at Easter, and from 
31 May to 6 September. 

 
 
 

_________________________________________  G P Hamer  7 January 2011 



     February 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
NORTH EAST 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is again 
chartered by the RSPB.  Puffin and gannet cruises are scheduled for 
14 dates from 7 May to 16 July, and skua and shearwater cruises are 
on seven dates from 27 August to 9 October. 
YorkBoat   Sightseeing cruises will run daily from 5 February to  
27 November. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   The ORWELL LADY offers public trips 
from 22 April to 2 October, with afternoon cruises to off Harwich 
on most Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, morning cruises 
off Pin Mill on Sundays in July and August, and cream tea cruises 
on five Thursday afternoons.  There are evening trips with a disco, 
live music, wine tasting or belly dancing.  Tickets are sold by the 
Tourist Information Centre. 
Topsail Charters, Maldon   Public trips aboard sailing barges 
include cruises from Ipswich, Harwich, Brightlingsea, Maldon, 
Tilbury and London, at fares from £18.50 to £55, including meals. 

 
SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   Summer cruises, from 14 June to 2 September, follow 
the usual pattern, with cruises to the Beaulieu or Hamble Rivers, 
Southampton Docks or round the forts, and trips to Ryde and Cowes. 
Isle of Wight Council   The council is proposing to charge a fare 
of 50p for foot passengers who currently travel free. 
Dorset Cruises will not be operating from Bournemouth in 2011.  The 
business dates back to 1900 when the Bolson family began hiring 
rowing boats from Bournemouth beach, and later traded as Croson 
then Dorset Belles.  The company began regular services from 
Bournemouth Pier in 1961. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole, will be running from Bournemouth next 
season, with trips to Poole, Swanage and (on Thursdays) Yarmouth, 
mainly using the JURASSIC SCENE. 
National Trust   Brownsea Island will be served by boats from Poole 
and Sandbanks from 2 April to 30 October.  It will also be open 
from 19 February to 27 March, with access from Sandbanks in the 
Trust's 37-passenger BROWNSEA ENTERPRISE. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 

Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The first coastal trip of the 
season, along the Jurassic Coast, is scheduled for 13 April. 
Greenway Ferry   Trips to Greenway from Dartmouth, Dittisham and 
Totnes resume on 5 March.  Sailings from Torquay and Brixham start 
on 1 April.  THE FAIRMILE will again offer day trips from Torquay 
and Brixham to Dartmouth with an afternoon cruise off Slapton. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Dartmouth-Totnes sailings 
will be daily from 1 April to 31 October (except on 29 April).  The 
DART VENTURER runs from Torquay to Dartmouth daily (except Mondays 
and Fridays) from 19 April to 29 September, and every day in July 
and August.  Day trips from Dartmouth to Salcombe will be offered 
every Monday from 23 May to 12 September.   
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Sound Cruising, Plymouth   The first trip of the season to Calstock 
is scheduled for 12 April. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG's season is from 29 March to  

28 October.  A double trip operates on Saturdays from 16 July to  
27 August, with a sailing from Ilfracombe at 1500 for staying 
visitors. 
Bristol Packet   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 28 dates from 
12 April to 22 October.  Trips to Bath are on 22 May, 19 June,  
17 July and 21 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 
The Bell, Marple   The owners of the 'Ring O'Bells' pub bought the 
SWALLOW from Lancaster last May and renamed her THE BELL.  She 
offers restaurant cruises on the Macclesfield and Peak Forest 
Canals from Marple. 
Mersey Ferries   Three-hour "liverbird discovery cruises" into the 
bay are scheduled for 18 August, and 3 and 15 September. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co has confirmed that only one fast ferry 
will operate in future, with the MANANNAN maintaining all summer 
services to Liverpool, Dublin and Belfast.  The withdrawal of the 
SNEAFELL entails the loss of 29 jobs.  The occasional day trips to 

and from Fleetwood or Whitehaven are "non-profitable" and will not 
be repeated. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 On the market in Scotland are the JACOBITE LEGEND (previously 
CATALINA OF TENBY) and JACOBITE SPIRIT (ex DART PRINCESS); the 
owners are asking £230 000 for each. 
 
 
 

________________________________________  G P Hamer  4 February 2011 



     March 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Waverley Excursions   Timetables for the coming season are still 
awaited. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
A Sage, Harwich   The ferry runs at Easter weekend, then daily from 
30 April to 4 September and at weekends in September. 
Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners   The ferry runs from 22 April 
to 30 October, with scheduled services at weekends until  
25 September and daily from 23 July to 4 September, and a service 
by telephone request on other days. 
 

THAMES 
Thames River Services   The summer schedule runs from 4 April to  
31 October, with half-hourly sailings to Greenwich and five cruises 
daily to the Thames Barrier. 
Thames Cruises   The CHEVENING has been laid-up at Twickenham since 
being bought in 2008.  She now carries the name RIVER PRINCESS. 
Turk Launches   Boats run from Kingston to Hampton Court from  
2 April to 2 October, and to Richmond from 16 April to 25 

September.  Last season's calls at Hammerton's Pier, Twickenham, 
are not being repeated. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDERs are off for refit in turn between  
4 March and 1 April.  A revised timetable operates to Ryde, with 
some sailings by a chartered vessel (probably the SOLENT CAT).  
Wightlink's insurers have lost a court case for £1.4 million 
damages against Mitchell Power Systems who overhauled the engines 
of the FASTCAT RYDE and 'SHANKLIN in 2006.  Both had breakdowns and 
the engines had to be sent back to Germany for repair. 
The Solent Steam Packet has published a provisional programme of 
cruises for the SHIELDHALL.  There are 15 trips in June, August and 
September, including a cruise round the IoW on 25 June, to Poole on 
15 August, from Poole to Bournemouth Air Festival on 19-21 August, 
and Poole-Southampton on the 23rd. 
Brownsea Island Ferries   Evening cruises to the Purbeck coast, in 
association with the RSPB, are scheduled for 21 May and 11 June. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   Summer services run from 1 April to  

30 September, with sailings from Granville, Diélette and Carteret 
to Jersey, Guernsey, Sark and Alderney according to a complex 
schedule.  There are 21 trips to Alderney, including one from 
Granville and Jersey on 6 August. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   A day trip to Torquay and Brixham is 
advertised for 5 May. 
Greenway Ferry bought the Teignmouth ferry T & S FERRY NO.2 last 
year and refitted her at Shaldon.  She was built in 1908 and was 
limited to 12 passengers in recent years.  She is being renamed 
SHARPHAM BELLE and will run on the Dart.  There are trips from 
Totnes to either Sharpham or Greenway on various dates from 6 March 
to 30 September.  
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   There will be a trip from 
Teignmouth on Saturdays from 4 June to 3 September (except 30 July 
and 27 August); passengers can disembark at Torquay or Dartmouth, 
and return by steam train and/or bus.  
Tiverton Canal Co   Trips run from 1 April to 30 October.  The 

annual one-way trip to Sampford Peverell is on 25 June. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 16 
dates from 10 April to 9 October; fares range from £16 to £25 
depending on the food and drinks included. 
Flat Holm Project   Trips to the island resume on 14 March. 
 

NORTH WEST 
D W & D G Jones, Beaumaris   The CERISMAR TWO is again offering a 
programme of Puffin Island cruises for the RSPB. 
Coniston Launch   The RANSOME has been advertised for sale for  
£35 000. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN and SNAEFELL have been 
dry-docked together for refit.  Mezeron's Liverpool-Douglas 
container service, opened in October to compete with the BEN-MY-
CHREE's Heysham service, closed on 19 February after failing to 
attract enough traffic. 

 
MISCELLANY 
 The former Red funnel hydrofoil SHEARWATER 5 is for sale in 
Phuket, Thailand.  Her sister SHEARWATER 6 is believed to have been 
wrecked in the tsunami of December 2004. 
 
 
 

___________________________________________  G P Hamer  6 March 2011 



     April 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   Full timetables were published in mid-March.  
The WAVERLEY visits the Western Isles from 22 April to 3 May, as 
previously reported, but calls at Portree will not be possible.  
She resumes on the Clyde on 27 May for four days, then has a cruise 
from Milford Haven on 4 June, and runs on the Bristol Channel until 
19 June.  After her main Clyde season, she is on the South Coast 
from 2 September, on the Thames from 23 September to 9 October, and 
on the Clyde on 15-16 October.  The BALMORAL begins her season on 
the Irish Sea on 25 June, with trips from Whitehaven, Garlieston, 
the Isle of Man and from Menai Bridge round Anglesey.  She sails on 
the Bristol Channel from 2 to 18 July, then goes to the South Coast 
and Thames, returning to the Irish Sea from 10-14 August, and 
finishing on the Bristol Channel from 16 August to 7 September.  
Unusual calls include Clovelly on 15 June and Padstow on 12 July 

 
NORTH EAST 
Leeds City Cruisers has ceased operating after three seasons.  The 
BLACK PRINCE left by road in December for Swansea.  

T Machin, Scarborough   The CORONIA was arrested in November on 
behalf of creditors, but was subsequently bought by the local MP, 
Robert Goodwill, who will lease her to Tom Machin so that she can 
continue operating from Scarborough. 
 

THAMES 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The PASSEPARTOUT, the boat advertised to 
run day cruises between Windsor and Cliveden, was built in 2001 in 
the Netherlands as the NOACH.  She is 75 ft long and has been 
refitted to carry 40 passengers. 
Absolute Pleasure Boats   The ROYALTY has been sold to new owners, 
Absolute Party Cruises (London) Ltd.  She had been owned by Mr Ron 
Ellis since 1997.  She will continue to offer charters in London. 
Thames River Boats   Sailings from Westminster to Kew and Hampton 
Court resumed on 2 April, and will run at weekends till Easter, 
then daily.  The CONNAUGHT, now 100 years old, made the first trip 
of the season to Hampton Court. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne   The owner has appealed for 

help to resume the boat trips which last ran in 2009: "This is  
not just another appeal for money (although that is a key issue) we 
need qualified crew and capable maintenance volunteers." 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy   Short trips from Emsworth in the 
SOLAR HERITAGE run from 29 July to 4 September at times varying 
with the tides.  She sails from Itchenor for the rest of the year. 
Gosport Ferry   The new pontoon for Gosport is due to be delivered 
from the Netherlands this month.  While the new pontoon is being 
installed, the ferry will run from nearby Endeavour Quay. 
Wightlink   Ryde Pier reopened to vehicles on 14 March, and a 
celebratory party featuring the IoW Symphony Orchestra was held on 
2 April. 
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Isle of Wight Council   The floating bridge is off service for 
refit from 28 March for 10-14 days.  A replacement passenger launch 
is operating. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Condor Ferries   The CONDOR VITESSE collided with the French 
fishing boat LES MARQUISES between St-Malo and Jersey in fog on the 
morning of 28 March.  Two of the three fishermen were rescued but 
the other died. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Calstock Ferry & Motor Launch Co   The owner, Joshua Preston, plans 
to retire and has advertised the boats, the GLORIA (for £25 000) 
and the 12-passenger IDLER. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The government has withdrawn 
financial support for the project to provide a replacement ship, 
saying it is "very poor value for money".  The Steamship Co had 
earlier suggested that if a new ship could not be built, a second-
hand alternative could be the SILUNA ACE or SIMARA ACE, built in 
2007 for the short Helsingør-Helsingborg crossing but now laid-up 
following the bankruptcy of the operator.  The SCILLONIAN III's 
passenger capacity has been reduced from 600 to 434; she is sailing 
on a temporary certificate until 23 April while the MCA carries out 
further assessments.  A special day trip for the local radio 
station Pirate FM will be offered on Sunday 19 June. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Kenneth Allsop Memorial Trust   Day trips to Steep Holm are 
scheduled for 22 dates between 7 May and 15 October. 
Swansea Community Boat Trust was formed to run cruises on the River 
Tawe for schools and community groups.  The BLACK PRINCE has been 
bought and arrived from Leeds in December.  She will offer public 
cruises as well as educational trips. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Gloucester Waterways Museum   Day trips are scheduled to Sharpness 
on 5 June and 4 September, and to Tewkesbury on 11 June and 8 July.  
On eight dates, there are trips to Slimbridge, with single or 
return tickets available. 
 

NORTH WEST 
A Gray, Pwllheli, has offered trips along the Lleyn Peninsula since 
2001 with a 12-passenger boat.  A new 50-ft 30-passenger catamaran 
was built last year by Power Catamarans of Wadebridge and was 
delivered in May as the SHEARWATER. 

Mersey Ferries   Manchester Ship Canal cruises are being introduced 
between Ellesmere Port and Salford.  There are trips on 12 dates 
(23-26 June, 21-24 July and 22-25 September).  The fare of £35 
includes the 5-hour sailing and return by bus.  
 
 

 

___________________________________________  G P Hamer  5 April 2011 



       May 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY sailed from Glasgow to Oban on 
22 April and, after her Western Isles trips, is now in Greenock for 
her dry docking. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Great Yarmouth & Gorleston Steam Packet Co   The SOUTHERN BELLE is 
to be laid-up this year and there will be no trips from Yarmouth.  
High costs and restricted opening hours of the lift and swing 
bridges are blamed.  The owner is running the WAVENEY PRINCESS from 
Oulton Broad and the ENCHANTRESS which sailed to Snape on 25 April; 
from 11 May, she will offer one-hour cruises on the River Alde from 
Snape Maltings. 
 

THAMES 
Thames Executive Charters   Additional services will run to Chelsea 
from 24 to 27 May for the annual Flower Show. 
Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co   The BELLE was sold to Jim 
Sanderson, the owner of a wood flooring business in York, who hopes 

to offer trips on the River Ouse. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Dorset Cruises   The DORSET BELLE began running before Easter, with 
trips from Poole to Swanage at 1100, 1400 and 1600. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Compagnie Corsaire, St-Malo, has confirmed that Jersey trips have 
ceased and that the JACQUES CARTIER will be sold.  Trips began in 
2006 and carried 34 600 passengers in 2010, but were not 
profitable.  
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Trips from Kingsbridge 
and Salcombe began in April and will continue to 30 October.  
Evening trips from Kingsbridge to land at South Pool are on 4 July, 
2 August and 1 September. 
King Harry Steam Ferry Co   The service was suspended for a week 
from 13 April while the ferry was refitted in Falmouth. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III was issued with 

her full passenger certificate for 600 in April.  Sailings were 
disrupted by high winds on 2-3 May. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link   The FASTCAT SHANKLIN and RAPPAREE, laid up on 
Southampton Water since August, have been sold.  They were loaded 
aboard the cargo ship BELUGA FANTASY which left on 29 April for the 
Mediterranean. 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG will be making a day trip from 
Ilfracombe to Clovelly on 15 May with around four hours ashore. 
Kenneth Allsop Memorial Trust   This year's trips to Steep Holm 
from Knightstone Harbour at Weston-super-Mare will be run by 12-
seat RIBs owned by Cardiff Sea Safaris. 
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M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare   The WESTWARD HO will be offering day 
trips to Flat Holm, the first time these have run from Weston for 
around 30 years.  Trips are scheduled for 26 dates from 19 May to 
16 October, with around 6-7 hours ashore.  The BRISTOL QUEEN will 
be laid-up this summer awaiting a major refit, but the owner hopes 

to use her in future for cruises from Cardiff around the Holms.  
Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, Bradford-on-Avon   Public trips are 
offered from 16 April to 30 October, and include day trips to Bath 
on 11 June and 3 September, and to Claverton on 16 July. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Avon Boating, Stratford   The BRITANNIA will in future carry only 
12 passengers.  A new TITANIA, a 56-ft steel-hulled boat to carry 
55 passengers, is being built by Colecraft at Southam in 
Warwickshire; she will be powered by a diesel electric hybrid 
engine. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co announced on 8 April that ownership had 
been transferred from Macquarie to Sealion (Isle of Man) Ltd, owned 
by a group of banks led by Banco Espirito Santo of Portugal. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The derelict TUXEDO ROYALE, originally British Rail's car ferry 
DOVER then EARL LEOFRIC, has partly sunk at her mooring in 

Middlesbrough. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________  G P Hamer  5 May 2011 



             June 2011 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's refit was delayed as her 
rudder needed repairs and she was still in dry-dock in Greenock on 
3 June.  Clyde sailings on 27-30 May and trips from Milford Haven 
and Swansea on 4 and 5 June were cancelled.  She is now due to 
start her Bristol Channel sailings on 6 June.  The BALMORAL is 
still laid-up in Bristol where work on her forward lounge is being 
completed. 

 
NORTH EAST 
Nexus   Three-hour afternoon cruises to Newcastle run from South 
Shields on eight Sundays from 19 June to 25 September.  There are 
also some one-hour cruises and two-hour trips with fish and chips. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
'Viking Saga', Maldon   Trips from Maldon were due to begin on  
18 May.  40-minute cruises run on various dates, according to the 
tides. 
 

THAMES 
Silver Fleet (Woods River Cruises)   The SILVER BARRACUDA was sold 
in February to the Merlin Entertainments Group, operators of the 
London Eye, and she will be used for private and corporate 
charters.  She was built for Woods at Faversham in 1977. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   Work on the new Gosport pontoon has been delayed 
and it will not be ready till late-June. 
The Solent Steam Packet raised enough money to pay for the 
SHIELDHALL's visit to Falmouth for dry-docking and she left on  
15 May.  In dry dock, the frames below the engine room were found 
to be corroded, and repairs will be needed before passenger 
sailings can resume.  She returned to Southampton and the cost of 
repairs is being assessed. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   Trips from Bournemouth are advertised to 
Swanage at 1100 on Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, and 
at 1530 on Mondays and Saturdays, to the Jurassic Coast at 1415 on 
Wednesdays and Sundays, to Poole at 1100 and 1530 on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, to Brownsea at 1100 on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays, and 

to Yarmouth at 1030 on Thursdays.  The firm has a wooden kiosk at 
Bournemouth Pier.  Trips from Poole to Swanage are on Tuesdays at 
1045 and 1520, and on Thursdays at 1045, and there is a Jurassic 
Coast cruise from Poole at 1330 on Fridays. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Short trips from Sidmouth are 
scheduled for 12 June, 29 July, and 7 and 27 August. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The trips between 
Dartmouth and Stoke Gabriel, and the occasional trips to Sharpham 
are not being repeated this season. 
Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry   Public trips to Calstock are 
scheduled for 26 June, 11 July and 8 September. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Severn Link   The buyer of the FASTCAT SHANKLIN and RAPPAREE was 
Rosmorport, a Russian Company.  They arrived in Sochi on the Black 
Sea on 14 May and have been renamed SOCHI-2 and SOCHI-1, 
respectively. 

Lundy Company   Further day trips from Ilfracombe to Clovelly are 
planned for 17 July and 4 September. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   There were no sailings from Liverpool on 26 and 28 
May because the berth was being used by visiting cruise ships; 
sailings from Seacombe and Woodside continued to run.  A new 
landing stage to replace the temporary one in use since 2006 has 
been built by Ravestein in the Netherlands.  It is being fitted out 
in Liverpool and is due to be ready this summer. 
Coniston Launch   The EXONIA, bought from Portsmouth last year, is 
being renamed CAMPBELL.  So far this season, only the RUSKIN has 
been in service, doing seven trips daily on the northern part of 
the lake. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   One of the BEN-MY-CHREE's bow 
thrusters was damaged in May.  She is continuing in service but 
will need to be taken out of service for two periods of 36-48 hours 
to remove the damaged unit and install a new one. 

 
MISCELLANY 
 Pallion Engineering is offering items of memorabilia from the 
MANXMAN which they are dismantling at Sunderland. 
 
 
 

____________________________________________  G P Hamer  3 June 2011 



                July 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY came out of dry dock on 5 June, 
left Greenock for Swansea on the 8th and began her Bristol Channel 
sailings on 10 June after trips on 4-8 June had been cancelled.  
Sailings on 12 and 18 June, and a charter on the 17th, were 
cancelled by the weather which also disrupted sailings on 16 and 19 
June.  She landed passengers at Clovelly on 15 June.  She returned 
to Scotland in time for an evening cruise on the Clyde on 21 June.  
The BALMORAL went to Sharpness for her refit on 8 June and is also 
late coming into service.  Sailings on the Irish Sea on 25-29 June 
were cancelled as were her first Bristol Channel sailings.  She is 
currently advertised to begin her season on Friday 8 July. 

 
THAMES 
City Cruises   Another catamaran has been ordered and is due for 
delivery next summer in time for the Olympic Games equestrian 
events which are being held in Greenwich.  It will be an enlarged 
version of the four MILLENNIUM vessels built in 1999, 121 ft long 
and carrying 599 passengers.  The contract has gone to Tehnomont of 

Pula, Croatia.  See picture below. 
Silver Queen Cruises, Windsor   The wooden SILVER QUEEN, built in 
1926 and last used as a passenger boat as the FERMAIN V in 
Guernsey, is now available for charter on the Thames for up to 12 
passengers. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   There are no public trips this year 
to or from Beale Park at Basildon.  
Windsor Belle, Wargrave   The WINDSOR BELLE was taken to Saxon 
Wharf in Southampton in March for a major refit. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   Delivery of the new Gosport pontoon from the 
Netherlands was delayed by gales, but it finally arrived on 22 June 
and was installed over the weekend of 25-26 June. 
Wightlink has announced that it will no longer run a service on 
Christmas Day.  A limited service operated in previous years but 
the island will now have no ferry services on 25 December.   
Solent & Wightline Cruises   The ALI CAT has been bought by Argyll 
Ferries, a new associate of Caledonian MacBrayne, for the Gourock-
Dunoon service.  She had operated there on charter since October 

2002.  
Brownsea Island Ferries are not planning any public trips to 
Yarmouth or Buckler's Hard this season, blaming costs and the high 
risk of weather cancellations.  Cruises to the Jurassic Coast via 
Swanage are running this year.   
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Services were again disrupted in early June when 
both the CONDOR RAPIDE and CONDOR VITESSE were running on three out 
of four engines.  Normal schedules were resumed around 20 June. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Appledore and Instow Ferry Committee was set up in March 2010 to 
revive the ferry across the River Torridge which closed in 2006.  A 
small launch has been obtained and the service started on 25 June; 
it will run daily in the summer for two hours each side of high 

water. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Lancaster Canal Cruises, Garstang, run the 48-passenger JUNGLE 
QUEEN, built in 2006.  Two-hour public trips are offered on 
Saturdays and Sundays at 1200. 
Coniston Launch   The CAMPBELL entered service in June, allowing 
the full two-boat service to operate. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The SNAEFELL has been chartered to 
NEL Lines for service in Greece and left Birkenhead on 29 June via 
Douglas for Pireas.  She arrived in Pireas on 5 July and is 
replacing her sister CYCLADES EXPRESS (originally the SEACAT 
SCOTLAND).  The BEN-MY-CHREE is scheduled to make Douglas-Dublin 
sailings on Saturdays 10 September, and 8, 15 and 22 October at 
1930, returning overnight. 
 

 

 

____________________________________________  G P Hamer  5 July 2011 

 

 

 

 
 

City Cruises' new vessel, being built in Croatia. 



            August 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The BALMORAL finally began her season on  
10 July after 12 days' sailings had been cancelled.  Gales caused 
the cancellation of her Bristol Channel trips on 16-18 July and the 
South Coast trip on the 20th.  The sailing on 21 July was cancelled 
because of a crew problem, and she began her Thames sailings on  
23 July.  She completed the rest of the Thames programme and left 
on 5 August for the South Coast.  She has been scheduled to run 
extra trips in September, from Whitehaven to Douglas on the 9th and 
10th, and a round-Anglesey cruise on the 11th. 

 
THAMES 
Woolwich Ferry   A 19-year-old crew member, Ben Woollacott, died on 
3 August after falling while working on the ERNEST BEVIN.  His 
father Steve is a part-owner of Cruise London, running the PRIDE OF 
LONDON. 
Gasworks Dock Partnership is a charity which is to operate 
educational trips with the RIVER PRINCESS, bought from Cheshire.  
She arrived in her new base in the Royal Docks in July. 

Water Chariots   The first of a planned fleet of 26 waterbuses was 
shown at Limehouse on 12 July.  The boats will carry 70 passengers 
and take 35 minutes for the trip between Limehouse and Old Ford 
Lock by the site of the 2012 Olympic Games. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Blue Funnel Cruises   As usual during Cowes Week, there will be 
service between Lymington and Cowes from 6 to 13 August, with three 
return trips daily, normally by the ASHLEIGH R. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   Trips to Yarmouth have not operated so 
far this year.  The ISLAND PRINCESS does 25-minute river trips and 
one-hour cruises to Hurst Castle. 
Dorset Cruises   The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE has been chartered in 
Guernsey and left Poole on 29 July.  The DORSET BELLE continues to 
run from Poole and Swanage. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   The skipper of the SOLENT SCENE at the 
time she ran aground on 7 August 2010 has been fined £2000 plus 
£1000 costs by Bournemouth magistrates. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Isle of Sark Shipping Co   The BON MARIN DE SERK has gearbox 
trouble and the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE has been chartered to replace 
her, running with the SARK VENTURE. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co has started a price war 
with Greenway Ferry by reducing the fare for a Torquay-Dartmouth 
trip to as little as £5.  Greenway Ferry fares have been reduced as 
well and traders in Brixham have complained because visitors are 
going to Dartmouth rather than Brixham.   
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co   Three of the boats have been advertised for 
sale: the INDEPENDENCE for £40 000, the MERCURY for £20 000 and the 
TAURUS for £50 000. 
HMS69, Cardiff   The MARIANNE has been advertised for sale for  

£90 000 and the owners plan to replace her with a larger vessel. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Stourport Steamer Co   The owner has advertised the RIVER KING with 
the business for sale for £125 000. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Weaver Valley Cruises have ceased operating and the RIVER PRINCESS 
has gone to London.  She had run on the River Weaver since 1986 
having been built as the BRAY LADY II for service from Maidenhead.   
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   One of the MANANNAN's four gearboxes 
needs repairs, and she is operating at a reduced speed with 
Liverpool-Douglas crossings scheduled to take three hours. 
 

 
 

__________________________________________  G P Hamer  5 August 2011 

 



            September 2011 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The BALMORAL's south coast sailings were 
again disrupted by the weather: she was unable to leave the Solent 
on 7 August and could not get to Bridport the next day.  The trip 
from Garlieston on 10 August and Bristol Channel sailings on  
27 August and 4-7 September were cancelled by the weather.  The 
WAVERLEY had a smooth trip from the Clyde to Weymouth and operated 
as scheduled on 2-3 September, but could not leave the Solent on 
the 4th and was cancelled by gales on 6-7 September.  Ryde pier is 
unavailable so the WAVERLEY will call at Yarmouth instead.  The 
BALMORAL is scheduled to operate additional Bristol Channel 
sailings on 13-19 September. 

 
NORTH EAST 
River Escapes, Newcastle, will be offering a service to South 
Shields for the Great North Run on 18 September, landing at Mill 
Dam in South Shields.  
 

THAMES 

The London Eye Company   During the school holidays, the SILVER 
BARRACUDA has been used for additional sightseeing cruises with the 
SILVER BONITO, giving half-hourly departures from 1145 to 1545. 
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA went to Reading to run to 
the site of the festival on 26-28 August, as last year.  
Oxford River Cruises   The SERAFINA II has been advertised for sale 
after two seasons on the Thames. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
J Butcher & Sons, Portsmouth   The PAUL JAMES has been offered for 
sale for £60 000. 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDERs suffered a series of mechanical 
problems from 22 August, and revised timetables operated, using a 
chartered vessel.  Both were back in service on 6 September ready 
for the Bestival event on the island.  Extra sailings are scheduled 
between Portsmouth and Ryde on 8-12 September with up to 55 
sailings a day, using three chartered vessels.   
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Isle of Sark Shipping Co   The BON MARIN DE SERK had returned to 

service by the end of August. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
 The RSPB is again offering a programme of winter bird-watching 
cruises on the Exe Estuary from Starcross in the MY QUEEN or from 
Topsham in the SEA DREAM II. 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Winter bird-watching cruises are 
scheduled for 21 dates from 10 November to 18 March. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The TWIN-STAR II was 
bought from Derwentwater last winter and, after being rebuilt, has 
entered service on the Kingswear ferry as the KINGSWEAR PRINCESS.  
She was built for Ford's private ferry across the Thames; her 
sisters are the TWIN STAR and WYNDHAM GRAND (ex TWIN-STAR III) in 
London. 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/datewithnature/146928-avocet-cruises
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Sound Cruising, Plymouth   The Dockyard cruises are no longer 
advertised to call at Saltash.  Trips to Morwellham were scheduled 
for 11 dates from 26 April to 7 September.  Trips to Calstock 
continue to 8 October. 
G H Pill, Falmouth   The MEDINA MIST is again operating as a 12-

passenger boat this season.  Mr Pill has also acquired another 12-
passenger boat, the GIRL JENNY, for angling trips. 
K&S Cruises, Falmouth   The LADY ELIZABETH has been advertised for 
sale for £35 000. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Tarka Cruises, Appledore   The NEPTUNIA II has been sold and trips 
are now operated by a 10-passenger boat named CHEEKY MONKEY. 
Peggottytom Canal Cruises, Bridgwater, ceased operating in 2008.  
The boat is now used privately by the owner on the Kennet & Avon 
Canal. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The former Clyde turbine steamer QUEEN MARY was offered for 
auction on 24 August after a planned sale for use as a hotel in 
France has fallen through, but she failed to find a buyer.  She has 
been laid-up in Tibury Dock since November 2009. 
 
 
 

_______________________________________  G P Hamer  7 September 2011 

http://www.falmouthfishingtrips.co.uk/


 

               October 2011 
 

 

 The summer of 2011 has been generally cool and unsettled, 
especially in the peak months of July and August.  Only boat 
operators with advance bookings for groups and charters will have 
done well. 
 The woes of Waverley Excursions cannot be blamed solely on the 
weather.  After heavy financial losses in the past three years, it 
was surely unwise to continue with similar schedules, marketing and 
catering for 2011.  Poor planning of the ships' refits caused the 
cancellation of 21 revenue-earning days at the start of the season.  
Now they need more funds to be able to operate next year but, 
without major changes in the way the ships are run, further losses 
are almost inevitable.  The uncertainty over the future makes 
effective marketing of another season impossible, yet that needs to 
start now; several other operators are already advertising sailings 
for 2012 and taking bookings for groups and charters.  It would be 
very sad if the WAVERLEY can no longer continue, but the owners need 
to adapt and to reconsider what they can offer to the public. 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   Continuing storms led to the cancellation of 
the remainder of the BALMORAL's sailings and she began her winter 
lay-up in Bristol on 9 September.  Her last passenger sailing had 
been on 3 September, just eight weeks after her season began.  The 
weather also disrupted the WAVERLEY's South Coast sailings which 
operated as scheduled on only eight days out of 19; seven days  
(6-7, 11-13, 17 and 20 September) were completely cancelled and 
limited sailings made on 4, 8, 14 and 18 September.  She began 
Thames trips on 23 September, but bad weather has again affected 
sailings.  The company is appealing for funds to enable the ships 
to operate next year. 

 
THAMES 
 Southend Pier was closed on 6 September when it was damaged by 
a barge carrying out work on the pier's water pipes.  It reopened 
on 24 September after temporary repairs.  
Gasworks Dock Partnership   The RIVER PRINCESS offered public trips 
in the Royal Victoria Dock as part of the Open House event on  

17-18 September. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPRIT OF CHARTWELL made her last 
cruise in September.  Plans for next year have not been announced. 
Thames Clippers   A new £1.7 million pier at St George Wharf in 
Vauxhall, financed by property developers, was opened on  
14 September.  From 3 October, the "Tate to Tate" service was 
extended to run from St George Wharf to Millbank, Embankment and 
Blackfriars or Bankside.  In a new sponsorship deal with 
accountants KPMG, the craft are receiving new liveries advertising 
KPMG. 
Windsor Belle, Wargrave   The WINDSOR BELLE was transported back to 
the Thames in September after her major refit in Southampton.  She 
will in future be based at Henley. 
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SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   A planning inquiry into work at Lymington for the new 
ferries is due to start on 11 October.  Natural England has 
recommended a reduction in the number of sailings from 18 000 a 
year to 16 500 to protect the Lymington river. 

Dorset Cruises   The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE has been sold to the Isle of 
Sark Shipping Co which had chartered her since 29 July.  She had 
run from Poole and Bournemouth since 1975.  With the POOLE BELLE in 
Scotland as the FORTH BELLE, the DORSET BELLE is thus the only one 
of the three BELLEs built in the 1970s still based at Poole. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR 10 has been sold and left Weymouth in 
September, reportedly to operate in South Korea.  She entered 
service for Condor in 1993, but had been laid-up since the 
acquisition of the CONDOR RAPIDE last year.  
Isle of Sark Shipping Co announced on 26 August that it had bought 
the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE which has now been renamed SARK BELLE.  She 
will be used in summer for the service from Guernsey. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Exeter Ship Canal trips are 
scheduled for 14 and 30 May, 13 June, 13 July, and 10 and 24 
September 2012. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
English Holiday Cruises, Gloucester   The OLIVER CROMWELL, used in 
a static role at Gloucester since 2008, has been advertised for 
sale for £350 000. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Manchester Ship Canal cruises are scheduled for 63 
dates from 27 April to 7 October 2012, and there are also four 
trips between Salford and Ellesmere Port, on 12-15 July. 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   The winter service runs from  
31 October, with four sailings daily from Glenridding to Howtown 
and two daily from Howtown to Pooley Bridge. 
 

 
 

_________________________________________  G P Hamer  6 October 2011 



 

            November 2011 
 
 

 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.  
Significant changes are the entry of the London Eye following the 
purchase of the SILVER BARRACUDA and the Magna Carta Steamship Co 
with the SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL (though her very expensive cruises in 
London are not likely to be repeated next year). 
 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

 1(1) Thames Luxury Ch 1849    1(1)  City Cruises     4384 
 2(2) City Cruises 1769  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2905 
 3(3) Waverley Excursions 1428  3(3)  Waverley Excursions  1750 
 4(4) Silver Fleet 1003  4(4)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   1748  
 5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  916  5(5)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1704  
 6(6)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(6)  Thames Luxury Ch     1509 
 7(7)  Thames Leisure        708    7(7)  French Brothers      1329 
 8(9)  Capital Pleasure B.   622    8(9)  York/ChesterBoat     1310     
 9(-)  London Eye            602  9(8)  Salter's Steamers    1261 
 10(-) Magna Carta SS Co     485 10(10) Crown River Cruises  1058 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her Thames sailings, 
with the exception of 4-6 October when the weather kept her at 
Tilbury.  She returned to Glasgow via Weymouth and completed her 
final weekend of sailings on the Clyde.  

 
NORTH EAST 
River Escapes, Newcastle   Public afternoon trips run on Sundays 
from 11 March to 28 October and 11 November, and on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from June to September, with a two-hour cruise upriver to 
Ryton and a three-hour cruise to the river mouth.  The 'COVENTINA 
offers one-hour sightseeing trips on Saturdays from June to 
September. 
 

THAMES 
Water Chariots   The new boats to run on the River Lee to the 
Olympics next year are being built by Colecraft at Southam in 
Warwickshire.  The first is named CHLOE JEAN. 

Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL and PASSEPARTOUT 
are laid-up in the West India Docks in London and are expected to 
be sold. 
Thames Leisure   Mr M Britton, who founded the business in 1986, 
has retired.  The new owners are tug-owner Nick Beasley and Topsail 
Events & Charters, owners of the sailing barge WILL. 
Thames Executive Charters have acquired the GOLDEN SALAMANDER from 
Thames Luxury Charters.  She was handed over on 1 November and will 
continue in the charter trade in London.   
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER I suffered an engine fire on  
13 October; it was put out quickly, but she was off for 12 days for 
repairs. 
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Red Funnel Ferries   Following Wightlink's decision not to run on 
Christmas Day, Red Funnel has announced sailings from Southampton 
to East Cowes on 25 December at 0900 and 1200.  
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Condor Ferries   The CONDOR 10 was delivered to her new Korean 
owners, Hanil Express, by a Condor crew, taking 25 days via Malta, 
Suez, Jeddah, Colombo and Singapore. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co will again be offering 
winter trips from Dartmouth.  In November, December and March, a 
return trip to Totnes and one-hour harbour cruises operate daily 
except Mondays and Fridays.  In January and February, there's a 
limited programme of harbour cruises, with Totnes trips if booked 
by groups. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   Next year, the SCILLONIAN III will 
run from 26 March to 3 November, sailing on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays early and late in the season, and daily 
(except Sundays) from 2 April to 13 October.  A double trip 
operates on Saturdays 4 and 9 June, and there are extra trips on  
4-7 May for the gig weekend.  On Saturdays from 21 July to  
25 August, sailings are at 1030 from Penzance and 1500 from St 
Mary’s, instead of the usual 0915 and 1630. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Appledore and Instow Ferry Committee   The service finished on  
26 October and is due to resume in April. 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare   Day trips to Flat Holm are scheduled 
for 25 dates from 7 April to 16 October 2012. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Ironbridge Screnic River Cruisers revived trips on the Severn last 
year with the HAFREN, previously the BROADLAND EXPLORER at Wroxham.  
45-minute cruises were advertised to run daily from April to 
October.  
 

MISCELLANY 
 The former London party boat SUNDANCE is now a static café and 
bed and breakfast in Svendborg, Denmark.  She was originally the GAY 
ENTERPRISE then SOLENT ENTERPRISE at Gosport, and left for Denmark 
in 2008. 
 The former Clyde turbine steamer QUEEN MARY has been sold to an 
unnamed buyer, but remains laid-up at Tilbury. 
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             December 2011 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   A couple from Largs who won £161 million in a 
lottery in July have made a large donation.  The amount given by Mr 
and Mrs Weir has not been disclosed, but it will allow the WAVERLEY 
and BALMORAL to operate again in 2012. 

 
THAMES 
Meridian Duck Tours now operate from Cutty Sark station in 
Greenwich as well as from North Greenwich. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   Cruises are advertised to resume on  
12 June.  The SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL will offer nine-hour cruises 
through London, with a five-hour cruise on Sundays (at fares from 
£120).  The PASSEPARTOUT will offer cruises from Windsor. 
Thames Executive Charters   The commuter service from Putney, 
Wandsworth and Chelsea is to end on 22 December.  It had run to 
Putney since July 2005, using, among others, the JOHN HARRIOTT, and 
Complete Pleasure Boats' HENLEY or VISCOUNT.  London River Services 
has invited bids to run a replacement service from January and 
users have set up a website and organised a petition. 

French Brothers   Short trips from Windsor will run daily from  
11 February to 28 October, then at weekends to 5 December.  The 
Runnymede-Windsor service runs from 14 April to 9 September, 
Maidenhead-Windsor from 29 May to 1 September and Runnymede-Hampton 
Court from 18 June to 30 August.  The NUNEHAM will do steam 
enthusiasts' trips between Staines and Windsor, and a one-hour 
cruise from Windsor on 19 May, 17 June, 14 July, 12 August and  
15 September; there are also some lunch, tea and evening cruises in 
the NUNEHAM. 
Salter's Steamers   Services will run next year from 26 May to  
16 September and follow the same pattern as this year's. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The planning inspector has finally approved Wightlink's 
plans for Lymington and will not restrict the number of crossings 
as proposed by Natural England.  The work should be completed 
before next summer. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Compagnie Corsaire   The JACQUES CARTIER has been sold to 
Mediterranea Pitiusa and was delivered to Spain in November.  She 

has been renamed AIRES DE FORMENTERA and will run between Ibiza and 
Formentera.  She operated from St-Malo to Jersey from 2007 to 2010 
(not as stated in the May issue) and was laid-up last summer. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
St Mary's Boatmen's Association  Gerald Thompson, owner of the 
SURPRISE since 1979, is retiring.  This ends the Thompson family's 
involvement in boats in Scilly after 82 years. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE runs 
to Tewkesbury on Wednesdays from 2 May to 26 September, and to 
Worcester on Thursdays 14 June, 12 July and 23 August. 
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IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE was damaged at 
Heysham on 25 November but resumed the next day after temporary 
repairs.  She is still running with one bow thruster after the 
other was damaged in May.  She is off service for refit from  

16 April to 6 May when the MANANNAN runs to Heysham.  The Liverpool 
service runs from 23 March to 4 November.  Belfast is served from  
4 April to 29 September and Dublin from 6 April to 4 September, all 
by the MANANNAN except for sailings by the BEN-MY-CHREE to Belfast 
on 14 April, and 22 and 29 September, and to Dublin on 21 July and 
4 August.  The SNAEFELL has remained laid-up in Greece since 
arriving there in July and a planned sale has not been completed. 
 

OBITUARY 
 Mr Keith Mac Arthur from Birkenhead, a contributor to 'Trip 
Out' passed away in October at the age of 85.  He researched the 
histories of many passenger vessels and had a particular interest in 
those that became static bars and restaurants. 
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              January 2012 
 

 Next summer brings a series of major events.  The Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee will be marked by a pageant on the Thames in London 
on 3 June.  A large number of passenger boats will be participating, 
with fares of £100 or more.  The Olympic Games, to be held between 
27 July and 12 August, include events at Greenwich and the O2 on the 
Thames, as well as in Stratford by the River Lee.  The Olympic 
sailing events are at Weymouth and Portland.  Cowes week follows, a 
week later than usual.  Other events on the south coast include all 
seven P&O cruise ships at Southampton on 3 July and Cunard Line's 
three QUEENs at Southampton on 13 July. 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   Last year the WAVERLEY sailed on 111 days and 
carried 121 814 passengers; the BALMORAL had only 44 days' service 
and carried 35 010 passengers.  Next summer's programme will 
apparently be similar to last year's.  The BALMORAL will visit 
Weymouth for the Olympic sailing events. 

 
NORTH EAST 
YorkBoat   Public cruises run at weekends from 7 January, then 
daily from 4 February to 25 November.  Trips to Acaster Malbis for 
lunch or dinner at the 'Ship Inn' are on some Thursdays, 
 

THAMES 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   Special trips include 
Southend Air Show on 27 May, the Thames Sailing Barge Match on  
28 July and a cruise to the forts on 7 August. 
Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust   Public sailings include 
estuary cruises on 21 and 28 April, 16 June, 7 and 28 July, and  
4, 11 and 23 August, Southend Air Show on 27 May, cruises off 
Shoeburyness on 14 July, into the Swale on 21 July and 8 September, 
round the Isle of Sheppey on 22 September, the Medway Barge Race on 
26 May, wharfs, creeks and jetties on 23 June and to the wreck of 
the RICHARD MONTGOMERY on 25 August, a bird-watching cruise on  
13 October, and day trips to Southend on 28 June, 12 and 26 July, 
and 9 August. 
Water Chariots   During the Olympic Games, boats will run every 20 
minutes from Limehouse with a journey time of 30 minutes, and every 

hour from Tottenham Hale, taking 50 minutes to reach the site.  The 
fare will be £20.  
Magna Carta Steamship Co   For the Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant 
on 3 June, the SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL will be modified and decorated 
to act as the royal barge, leading the procession of 1000 boats. 
City Cruises   Cruises to view the Jubilee Pageant are being 
advertised in a CITY boat at £99 or with meals and entertainment in 
a MILLENNIUM boat for £249. 
Complete Pleasure Boats have won a contract to continue the 
commuter service from Putney, Wandsworth and Chelsea to Blackfriars 
for six months from 3 January.  The HENLEY and VISCOUNT make three 
sailings into London in the morning, and three from Blackfriars in 
the evening (at 1710, 1825 and 1910) via Embankment to Putney. 
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SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   Day and afternoon cruises are scheduled for 28 
dates and include cruises to the Hamble River, Southampton, 
Beaulieu River and the Forts, and day trips to Cowes or Ryde. 

Wightlink   From 4 January to 29 March, the Lymington-Yarmouth 
route has a two-ship service with hourly sailings.  
National Trust   Brownsea Island will be open at weekends from  
11 February with a limited boat service from Sandbanks.  From  
24 March to 4 November, it will be open every day with boats from 
Poole and Sandbanks. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Cruises the full navigable length of 
the Exe to Countess Weir are scheduled for 5 June, 4 July and  
2 September. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The service to Fowey runs from 23 April to  
1 October with three to six trips daily. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG's passenger sailings will be from  
27 March to 26 October.  On Saturdays from 14 July to 25 August, 
there will be a double round trip to cater for staying visitors. 
Bristol Packet   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 36 dates from 
17 March to 27 October.  Trips to Bath are on 27 May, 17 June,  

14 July, 19 August and 8 September. 
Swansea Community Boat Trust   The BLACK PRINCE began running 
cruises on the River Tawe in December, nearly a year after her 
arrival from Leeds.  The boat manager is Wayne Morgan. 

 
NORTH WEST 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   A three-boat service runs from 
25 March to 15 April and from 5 May to 2 September; a two boat 
service operates on other dates from 16 April to 4 November. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE was dry-docked in 
Birkenhead on 17-19 December for the replacement of her damaged bow 
thruster.  The MANANNAN was brought out of winter lay-up to run to 
Heysham. 
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NORTH EAST 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is again 
being chartered by the RSPB for a programme of cruises.  There are 
12 puffin and gannet cruises between 5 May and 14 July, and six 
skua and shearwater cruises between 2 September and 6 October.   

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   The ORWELL LADY offers public trips 
from 9 April to 30 September, with afternoon cruises to off Harwich 
on most Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, morning cruises 
off Pin Mill on Sundays in July and August, cream tea cruises on 17 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and themed evening cruises.  
Tickets are sold by the Tourist Information Centre. 
Topsail Charters, Maldon   Public cruises on sailing barges are 
offered on various dates from Maldon, Wivenhoe, Brightlingsea, 
Harwich, Ipswich, Tilbury and London, at fares from £19 to £60. 
 

THAMES 
 The organisers of the Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant on 3 June 
have published a list of participating vessels.  Amongst passenger-
carrying vessels are the VIKING SAGA from Maldon, MATTHEW from 
Bristol, QUEEN OF THE LAKE from Windermere, DEVON BELLE from 
Reading, and the steamers ALASKA, NUNEHAM and STREATLEY, as well as 
nearly all the passenger boats in London.  The river will be closed 
to normal navigation during the event so none of the normal 
passenger services will operate. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   A new cruise to the Needles and Yarmouth (with one 
hour ashore) has been added to the programme.  It is offered on  
16 June, 15 July, and 13 and 29 August. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The owners hope to complete repairs to 
the SHIELDHALL so that she can sail this summer, thanks to 
donations, including £32 000 from the Headley Trust, one of the 
Sainsbury family charitable trusts.  The ship has been repainted 
with a black hull to commemorate the centenary of the TITANIC 
disaster.   
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Poole is served from 30 March to 29 October.  The 
COMMODORE CLIPPER will do a round trip from Portsmouth to Cherbourg 
on Sundays from 3 June to 2 September.  The CONDOR VITESSE does a 
Poole-Cherbourg round trip for Brittany Ferries from 19 May to  
30 September. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   A day trip to Seaton is scheduled 
for 23 June; two cruises round the bay will be offered from Seaton. 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Dartmouth-Totnes sailings 
are daily from 1 April to 4 November.  The Torquay-Dartmouth day 
trip is advertised to run daily from Easter to October; there is a 
coastal cruise from Dartmouth at 1330 daily except Saturdays.  The 

RIVERMAID runs from Kingsbridge and Salcombe from 2 April to  
30 September; evening trips from Kingsbridge to land at South Pool 
are on 7 June, 6 July and 3 September.  A new "Jubilee pass" covers 
unlimited travel on the company's steam trains, boats and buses, 
and costs from £22 for one day to £30 for five days. 
Sound Cruising, Plymouth   The first Calstock trip of the season is 
on 14 April, and the first to Morwellham is on 16 April. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Flat Holm Project   Public day trips are offered from 3 March to  
24 October. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
 A temporary ferry across the Severn in Shrewsbury is being 
planned to replace the Porthill footbridge which will be closed for 
repairs for five months from 12 March.  The project will need 
funding from local authorities. 
Maritime Leisure Cruises, Boston   The MYSTERE has been sold for 
private use.  The BOSTON BELLE offers various public trips, 
including cruises into the Wash and up the River Welland on eight 

dates, one-hour river cruises on some Wednesdays, and lunch and tea 
cruises on Sundays. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Lancaster Canal Packet Boats   Cruises from Lancaster to the Lune 
Aqueduct are on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 29 May to 3 October.  
Between 9 July and 7 September, there are additional trips from 
Barton Grange near Preston, Carnforth and Tewitfield. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE will be off for 
refit from 16 April to 5 May.  A cargo ferry will be chartered from 
Northlink's Orkney and Shetland services, while the MANANNAN will 
be the only passenger vessel serving the island. 
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Waverley Excursions   Details of this summer's sailings are still 
awaited. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Herbert Woods, Potter Heigham   The PRINCESS KATHARINE is being 
offered for sale for £79 950. 
 

THAMES 
Lee Valley Boat Centre, Broxbourne   The LADY OF THE LEE VALLEY 
offers public trips from 18 March to 31 October and in December.  
There are day trips to Waltham Abbey on 14 July and 13 October. 
Woolwich Ferry   Transport for London is considering plans for a 
new ferry crossing at Gallions Reach, about two miles downstream 
from the present Woolwich ferry.  The new service could open by 
2017 and replace the present Woolwich ferry. 
Thames Clippers plans to buy Greenland Pier from Southwark Council 
so that it remains available for commuter services.  

Thames Executive Charters   The WYNDHAM GRAND has been renamed 
WYNDHAM. 
Thames Steamers   The ALASKA will be offering short public trips 
from Bourne End on 5-7 May and 25-27 August. 
The Ferryman Inn, Bablock Hythe   The landlord of the pub, about 
ten miles upstream from Oxford, is looking for a sponsor to help 
with the cost of reinstating the ferry.  A service is believed to 
have operated since the 10th century and carried vehicles until the 
early 1960s, but no boat has operated for at least four years. 
Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, Newbury   The JUBILEE has been moved 
from Bath and will offer public trips from Newbury at weekends from 
Easter, and will visit Reading for the Water Fest event on 16 June.  
She was built for the Trust in 1977 and ran originally at Crofton 
before moving to Bath. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL is scheduled to sail on  
10 and 14 April, 3, 5 and 17 June, 3 and 18-21 July, 16-18 August, 
and 16 September; all cruises are in the Solent. 
Dorset Cruises   The DORSET QUEEN has trips from Poole to Wareham 
on 50 dates from 9 April to 30 September. 

 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   In mid-February, structural problems were found in 
the Weymouth berth and sailings were diverted to Poole from the 
17th.  They are currently scheduled for three days a week (Fridays, 
Saturdays and Mondays).  Poole will be used instead of Weymouth 
until 28 March while repairs are carried out by Weymouth & Portland 
Borough Council.  The new name of the CONDOR 10 in Korea is HANIL 
BLUE NARAE.  
Manche Iles Express   Sailings resume on 4 April from Diélette,  
10 April from Carteret and 19 April from Granville.  There are five 
trips to Alderney, on 27 June, 11 and 29 July, and 11 and 28 
August. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The circular trip from 
Teignmouth operates on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, from  
29 May to 27 September: the DART VENTURER leaves at 1000 for 

Torquay and Dartmouth, with passengers returning by steam train 
and/or bus; the sailing from Torquay to Dartmouth is at 1115 daily.  
Day trips from Dartmouth to Salcombe, run on Mondays in 2011, are 
expected to run on Mondays and Wednesdays this summer. 
St Mary's Boatmen's Association  The new owner of the SURPRISE is 
Paul Smith who has worked on other boats in Scilly for seven years. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co   Cruises into the Avon Gorge are scheduled 
for 16 dates from 1 April to 7 October, with some also going up the 
New Cut. 
Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, Bath   The JUBILEE has been moved to 
Newbury after 21 years in the Bath area. 
Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, Bradford-on-Avon   Public trips are 
offered from 31 March to 28 October.  Day trips to Bath are on  
16 June and 1 September. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Gloucester Waterways Museum   There are day trips to Tewkesbury on 
9 June, 14 July and 25 August, and to Sharpness on 3 June and  

2 September. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Bird-watching cruises into Liverpool Bay are 
advertised for 15 August, 8 September and 13 October. 
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                April 2012 
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Waverley Excursions   In March, timetables were published for the 
WAVERLEY's Scottish and South Coast sailings.  She is based at Oban 
and Kyle of Lochalsh from 1 to 11 June, then runs on the Clyde till 
26 August and on 20-21 October.  She is on the South Coast from  
12 to 27 September with sailings following the same pattern as in 
previous years.  Timetables for other areas and for the BALMORAL 
are still awaited. 

 
NORTH EAST 
A & T Douglas, Seahouses   The SOVEREIGN IV was renamed SERENITY by 
2009 when she was joined by a new 39-ft 60-passenger catamaran, the 
SERENITY II, built by Blyth Workcats on Canvey Island, Essex. 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   Trips to land at Staithes are advertised 
for 13 dates from 8 April to 30 October. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Waveney River Tours, Oulton Broad   The ENCHANTRESS offers trips 

from Snape on various dates between 6 April and 30 September at 
times varying with tides. 
Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners   The ferry runs from 31 March 
to 28 October, with scheduled crossings at weekends till  
29 September and daily from 21 July to 2 September; at other times, 
crossings need to be booked by telephone. 
 

THAMES 
 A fleet of sailing ships will visit London between 25 July and 
12 August to offer corporate hospitality cruises from Woolwich for 
visitors to the Olympic Games.  The ships are the Dutch GALLANT 
(built 1916, 48 passengers), IRIS (1916, 36), J R TOLKIEN (1964, 
90), JANTJE (1930, 24), LOTH LORIEN (1907, 90), MORGENSTER (1919, 
90), OOSTERSCHELDE (1918, 120), TECLA (1915, 36), THALASSA (1980, 
120), TWISTER (1902, 55), WYLDE SWAN (1920, 120) and ZEPHYR (1931, 
55), and the Finnish JOANNA SATURNA (1903, 50).  The THALASSA was 
in London in March making trips to train all the ships' skippers. 
Lady Essex, Wallasea Island   The ferry has been sold to a new 
owner.  The LADY ESSEX III will continue to offer cruises. 
Burnham Ferry   The ferry service between Burnham and Wallasea 
Island has been taken over by teacher Mark Gregory.  The service 

resumed on 17 March and will run at weekends till October and daily 
in the school holidays. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   Gravesham Borough Council 
has built a new pontoon landing stage at Gravesend's Town Pier.  It 
will be used by the Tilbury ferry, instead of West Street Pier.  
London Waterbus Co, Little Venice   There are day trips to 
Limehouse on 9 and 23 June, and 15 September, and to Greenford on 
27 May, 17 June and 8 July. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
The Solent Steam Packet   Repairs to the SHIELDHALL were completed 
in March and she was issued with a passenger certificate. 



TRIP OUT Page 2 April 2012 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The ISLAND PRINCESS has been sold to 
ClydeLink and entered service between Gourock and Kilcreggan on  
1 April.  Her replacement is the PUFFIN BILLI, a 35-ft ship's 
lifeboat which has been rebuilt to carry 58 passengers.  The PUFFIN 

BILLI has already been offered for sale for £55 000.   
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The berth at Weymouth needs extensive repairs 
which will not be completed before April 2013.  All Condor's 
Weymouth sailings will be diverted to Poole.  A woman passenger was 
reported missing from the CONDOR RAPIDE between Guernsey and Poole 
on the evening of 1 April.  A search by the 'RAPIDE, lifeboats and 
coastguard vessels failed to find her. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The day trip from 
Dartmouth to Salcombe is scheduled to run every Monday and 
Wednesday from 21 May to 12 September. 
Plymouth Boat Trips have acquired the PLYMOUTH SOUND and her cruise 
business from Tamar Cruising.  They now have a ticket office and 
café by the Barbican landing stage.   
Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry   Following the sale of the PLYMOUTH 
SOUND, the firm now seems to run only the Cremyll ferry. 
Falmouth Duck Tours, a company linked to Meridian Duck Tours in 

London, has started trips from the National Maritime Museum in 
Falmouth.  The craft has 28 seats but is limited to 12 passengers 
when afloat in the Penryn River. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Appledore and Instow Ferry Committee   The ferry is advertised to 
run daily from 1 April to 31 October, with crossings up to two 
hours each side of high water. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   A vessel is being chartered on 5 May by the Daniel 
Adamson Preservation Society for a cruise into Garston Dock.  
Tickets are available from Mersey Ferries at £25. 
HMS69, Manchester   The Cardiff-based party boat operator is to 
introduce a vessel in Manchester, cruising on the Ship Canal. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN was dry-docked in 
Birkenhead in March and returned to service on the 23rd.  She was 
scheduled to make a cruise round the island on 1 April. 
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Waverley Excursions   Full timetables were published at Easter.  
After her season in Scotland, the WAVERLEY is on the Bristol 
Channel from 29 August to 9 September, the South Coast from  
12 September, then the Thames from 28 September to 14 October, 
finishing on the Clyde on 20-21 October.  The BALMORAL is on the 
Irish Sea from 14 to 18 June, the Bristol Channel from 20 June to  
1 July, then the South Coast on 3-4 July, the Thames on 5-19 July, 
the South Coast (with trips for the Olympic sailing events at 
Weymouth) from 22 July to 12 August, the Bristol Channel on  
14-28 August and then Whitehaven, the Isle of Man, Northern 
Ireland, Oban and Fort William, finishing with a cruise round 
Anglesey from Menai Bridge on 16 September.  Both ships are due to 
call at the new pier at Gravesend.  There are no trips from Newport 
but Padstow is visited on 1 July.  The BALMORAL left Bristol on  
11 April for Greenock and the WAVERLEY left Glasgow on the 18th and 
the two ships were in dry-dock together from 18 to 30 April.  A new 
"Friends of Waverley" scheme offers unlimited travel on both ships 

for the season for £175 (£150 for seniors, couples £250, families 
£350). 

 
NORTH EAST 
Nexus   Three-hour cruises to Newcastle are scheduled for eight 
Sundays and there are some shorter trips with fish and chips. 
 

THAMES 
 The Dutch sailing ship ATLANTIS will be visiting Southend Pier 
between 1 and 5 June and will offer three-hour public cruises and 
be open to the public whilst alongside.  The sailing trips can be 
booked through Southend Information Centre. 
City Cruises   The MILLENNIUM TIME hit Westminster Bridge on  
6 April and was pushed against it by the flood tide.  She was towed 
free and nobody was hurt, but the vessel needed to be drydocked for 
repairs. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Action Boat, Littlehampton   A ferry service started on 31 March 
after a break of several years.  It is run by Action Boat with 
support from the Town Council, Harbour Board, Yacht Club and beach 

cafés on both sides of the river.  The boat carries 12 passengers 
and the fare is £1. 
Gosport Ferry plans to order a new ferry to replace the GOSPORT and 
PORTSMOUTH QUEENs in 2014. 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER II suffered an engine room fire on  
1 May; as usual, the SOLENT CAT was chartered to operate a revised 
timetable.  Work on the Lymington terminal finally started in March 
and should now be completed. 
Solent & Wightline Cruises   The Portsmouth waterbus service 
linking the museums runs from 31 March to 4 November. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The PUFFIN BILLI, bought to replace the 
ISLAND PRINCESS, was previously the TAURUS of the Bristol Ferry 
Boat Co. 
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Dorset Cruises   The DORSET BELLE has been sold and has gone to 
Cardiff.  She was built by Bolson in 1974 for the trips from 
Bournemouth and was followed by the similar BOURNEMOUTH BELLE (now 
SARK BELLE) and POOLE BELLE (now FORTH BELLE).  She ran from 

Sandown as the ISLAND ENTERPRISE from 1983 to 1994, then had two 
seasons as the RYDE SCENE before becoming the DORSET BELLE again in 
1997. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   Evening cruises from Swanage, with 
guides from Durleston Country Park, are scheduled for Fridays  
4 May, 18 May to 29 June and 3 August. 
P & S Compton, Weymouth, now trade as Coastline Cruises.  New this 
summer are trips to land at Redcliffe and at Lulworth.  
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER had a minor engine fire 
about four hours after leaving Portsmouth on 26 April and had to 
turn back.  She was back in service on the 28th.  
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Western Lady Ferry Service has been taken over by the Dartmouth 
Steam Railway.  The service was established by Ronald Edhouse in 
1946 and passed to the Perrett family in 1963. 
Greenway Ferry is this season running services between Torquay and 
Paignton, and between Brixham and Paignton.  The LADY ELIZABETH has 

been acquired from K&S Cruises of Falmouth. 
Torpoint Ferry   The LYNHER II will be off service from 13 April 
until 16 May for her triennial refit at Falmouth. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Aquabus, Cardiff   The new vessel is named ENTERPRISE and was built 
in Newport.  It was craned into the river Usk last July. 
HMS69, Cardiff, has bought the DORSET BELLE.  She now has a red 
hull and, after trials, began running from Cardiff at Easter.  The 
new name DAME SHIRLEY BASSEY has been chosen in an internet poll.  
Cruises through the barrage and towards Flat Holm are advertised 
under the name Cardiff Cruises to leave Cardiff daily at 1100, 1300 
and 1500, taking an hour and a half. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Sabrina, Shrewsbury, began running a ferry service on 12 March to 
replace the Porthill footbridge which is under repair until late 
July.  Over 1400 passengers were carried in the first week.    
Dudley Canal Trust (Trips)   In additional to frequent trips into 
the Dudley Tunnel, there are occasional 2-hour trips through the 

tunnel and 6-hour circular trips through both the Dudley and 
Netherton Tunnels. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her refit and trials 
on 3 May then returned to Glasgow.  The BALMORAL remained at 
Greenock till 23 May then did trials and sailed to Glasgow.  The 
WAVERLEY began her season when she sailed to Oban on 1 June.  The 
BALMORAL's season starts on 14 June. 

 
THAMES 
 On 3 June, the Diamond Jubilee Pageant took place in London in 
rain.  Around 80 passenger vessels took part.  
 The fleet of sailing ships visiting London for the Olympics 
will offer 2-hour public cruises from Woolwich at a fare of £59 
(see April issue for a list of the ships). 
Thames Clippers    Transport for London has given Thames Clippers a 
five-year contract to run commuter services to Chelsea, Wandsworth 
and Putney, starting in October.  This will replace the service 
operated by Complete Pleasure Boats with the HENLEY and VISCOUNT. 
Bateaux London has bought the SAGA QUEEN from Copenhagen.  She was 

built in 2004, measures 624 gross tons and is 163 ft long.  The 
main deck has room for 200 diners and there is a large open deck 
above.  She was refitted at Greenwich in May and has been renamed 
HARMONY.  She is due to enter service with a dinner cruise on  
8 June. 

(Picture from Bateaux London) 

 

SOUTH COAST 
I & P Thomas, Yarmouth   The JOYBELLE has been sold to new owners 
in Devon after four seasons at Yarmouth. 
Dorset Cruises   The DORSET QUEEN offers trips from Poole to 
Swanage at 1030 and 1530, and a harbour cruise at 1400, except when 
she has a Wareham trip or a charter.  From Swanage, the sailing at 
1150 gives time ashore on Brownsea or at Poole. 

Brownsea Island Ferries   There is an afternoon cruise to the 
Jurassic Coast on most Sundays and on Wednesdays 6 June, 4 July,  
22 August and 5 September; on other Wednesdays from 13 June, there 
is a day trip to Swanage, with an afternoon cruise from Swanage to 
the Jurassic Coast. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Day trips to Torquay and Brixham are 
on Thursdays, starting on 7 June. 
Greenway Ferry has retaliated against Dartmouth Steam Railway which 
has been offering cheap trips in Torbay.  Since 1 May, the newly-
acquired LADY ELIZABETH has been running between Dartmouth and 
Totnes at a single fare of £2.  THE FAIRMILE offers one-hour 
cruises from Dartmouth at 1230, 1330 and 1430 at a fare of £1. 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Turnover in 2011 rose by 
5% to £4.27 million, with an operating profit of £489 578 (£260 046 
in 2010).  The number of boat passengers increased by 5% to  
182 211, but the company does not reveal the relative financial 

results of its boats, trains and buses. 
Sound Cruising, Plymouth   This season, trips are scheduled to 
Calstock on 29 dates and to Morwellham on 14 dates.  There are just 
ten cruises to the River Yealm. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The DEVON BELLE and PLYMOUTH SOUND are both 
running from the Barbican.  There are no trips from Pebbleside 
Beach on Plymouth Hoe. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69, Cardiff   Following the purchase of the DORSET BELLE, the 
MARIANNE has been moved to Manchester. 
Monmouthshire, Brecon & Abergavenny Canals Trust has bought the 
ENFYS, a 55-ft boat built in 1989 to carry 12 disabled passengers 
on the Neath Canal.  She will be refitted to carry 38 passengers on 
the Monmouthshire and Brecon & Abergavenny Canals. 
 

NORTH WEST 
City centre Cruises, Manchester   The L S LOWRY will be offering 
trips in Northwich on 23-24 June for the Northwich River Weaver 
Festival. 

Mersey Ferries   The SNOWDROP performed the charter cruise into 
Garston Dock on 5 May, carrying nearly 400 passengers. 
HMS69/ Manchester Cruises   The MARIANNE from Cardiff is now based 
at Media City, Salford.  In addition to evening parties, public 
cruises are offered at weekends and during school holidays, leaving 
at 1000 and hourly to 1500. 
Coniston Launch   Only the CAMPBELL is operating this year.  The 
summer schedule runs from 10 March to 4 November, with six trips 
around the northern lake between 1045 and 1625, and, from 4 May to 
16 September, a sailing at 1640 goes round the northern lake at 
weekends and to the southern end of the lake on Mondays to 
Thursdays. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The Spanish tug BOLUDA ABREGO went to Turkish breakers in 
April.  She was built in 1964 as Red Funnel's tug/tender CALSHOT.  
In the late-1980s, she was the Dublin-based excursion ship TARA II 
before going to Spain where her passenger accommodation was unused. 
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Waverley Excursions   The BALMORAL's first three day trips, on 14-
16 June, were cancelled by the weather while she sheltered at 
Douglas.  Her first passenger sailing was from Garlieston on  
17 June.  She sailed round Anglesey on 18 June.  On the Bristol 
Channel, she managed five days' sailings, but trips on 22, 23, 24, 
29 and 30 June, and 1 July were cancelled by the weather.  She left 
on 30 June for the South Coast.  

 
NORTH EAST 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The ESK BELLE II has been advertised for 
sale by the owner for £230 000.  She is still running from Whitby 
this season. 
Apollo Canal & River Trips, Leeds   The narrow boat APOLLO, 
operated by Dream Achievers from Shipley from 2009 to 2011, was 
returned to her owner, David Lowe, last winter, and this year is 
leased to a new operator in Leeds.  She offers half-hour public 
trips on the River Aire from Clarence Dock. 

 
THAMES 
Water Chariots  Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cambridge visited 
the Olympic Park on 13 June and named one of the new boats USAIN 
BOAT, a name chosen in a competition in local schools.  Tickets for 
a return trip to the Olympic Games can be booked for £45 which 
includes a "complimentary" drink. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The PASSEPARTOUT is moored in London and 
her cruises from Windsor seem to have been cancelled. 
City Cruises   The VISCOUNT of Complete Pleasure Boats and WILLIAM 
B of Thames Leisure are both chartered for Westminster-Tower 
sailings this summer owing to a shortage of crew for City Cruises' 
own boats.  Mrs Rita Beckwith, co-owner and chief executive 
officer, was awarded an OBE in the Queen's birthday honours.  The 
new catamaran was launched in Pula, Croatia, on 19 May, and is due 
in London this month. 
The London Eye Company   The SILVER BARRACUDA is moored at the 
London Eye Pier, open for lunch every day from 1200 to 1530. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Solent Forts   Clarenco, the company which bought Spit Bank Fort in 

November 2009, announced in March that it had bought No Man's Land 
and Horse Sand Forts and will run them under the name Solent Forts.  
Spit Bank Fort has reopened this year as a hotel and conference 
centre, and also offers Sunday lunches at £95, including the boat 
trip from Gosport to the fort.  No Man's Land Fort is to be a hotel 
and Horse Sands Fort will be a museum.  A 12-passenger catamaran 
has been built by the Aluminium Boatbuilding Co of Hayling Island 
and will be followed by a second.  
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER I is off service from 5 to 20 July to 
be fitted with Caterpillar engines of a new type; these will be her 
third pair of engines since entering service in 2009.  A revised 
Portsmouth-Ryde timetable will operate with a chartered vessel. 
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Blue Funnel Cruises   As usual during Cowes Week, there will be a 
service from Lymington from 11 to 18 August, leaving Lymington at 
0830 and departing from Cowes at 1800. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Only one of the Western 
Lady vessels, the WESTERN LADY VII, is running this year.  She is 
based at Torquay, and offers seven round trips to Brixham daily at 
a single fare of £1.  The WESTERN LADY VI apparently needs a major 
refit.   
Greenway Ferry is continuing Dartmouth-Totnes sailings through the 
summer, now with a single fare of £3.  The LADY ELIZABETH usually 
does the Totnes trips.  THE FAIRMILE sails daily from Torquay and 
Brixham to Dartmouth, continuing on some afternoons to cruise off 
Slapton.  Torquay-Brixham sailings are at approximately half-hourly 
intervals, at a single fare of £1.  The PRIDE OF FALMOUTH has been 
bought from K&S Cruises for the Torquay-Brixham service; she was 
originally the ferry ADRIAN GILBERT and is to be renamed DEVONIAN.  
P J Moule, Kingsbridge   The RIVERMAID was, it seems, only 
chartered to the Dartmouth Steam Railway and, after two seasons, is 
once again operated by Peter Moule. 
Enterprise Boats, Falmouth, has been taken over by Cornwall 
Ferries.  The Enterprise business, established around 1947, will 
continue to be run by the Johns family this season and contact 

details are unchanged.   
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69, Cardiff   The MARIANNE was taken by road from Portishead to 
Liverpool then sailed up the Ship Canal to her new base in 
Manchester. 
 

NORTH WEST 
 Llandudno Pier is to have a new landing stage costing £331 000 
funded by the local authority, the owners of an offshore wind farm 
and the pier's owners.  The work should be completed this autumn. 
Windermere Lake Cruises   The QUEEN OF THE LAKE was transported by 
road from Bowness to the Thames at East Molesey to join in the 
Diamond Jubilee Pageant in London on 3 June. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The SNAEFELL has been renamed MASTER 
JET and is due to enter service in Greece this summer for Seajets.  
This will be her first service since arriving in Greece last July.  
The BEN-MY-CHREE is due to make an evening cruise round the island 

on 7 July. 
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               August 2012 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
   
Waverley Excursions   The BALMORAL has completed most of her South 
Coast and Thames sailings, but with generally poor passenger loads.  
On the Thames, she successfully used the new Town Pier at Gravesend 
and the WAVERLEY will use it instead of Tilbury in October.  
Cancellations were on 16 and 17 July, owing to the weather, and on 
22 and 25 July because Captain Clark was ill.   

 
NORTH EAST 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The ESK BELLE II has been sold and left in 
July for Tenby after her replacements had arrived.  Originally the 
DIANA S at Portsmouth, she has been at Whitby since 2005.  She is 
being replaced by two smaller vessels.  The ISLAND CRUISE from 
Tenby will be renamed ESK BELLE III; built as the QUEEN OF CORNWALL 
to run from Padstow, she ran from Ilfracombe from 1977 to 2004 
before going to Tenby.  The KERRERA was originally the GIRL DEBORAH 
at Donaghadee and has since operated from Anstruther, Oban and, 
briefly this year, Rothesay. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Camboats, Cambridge   The ROSIE has been offered for sale with her 
current business. 
 

THAMES 
Water Chariots   At least 12 65-ft boats seem to have been built to 
serve the Olympics.  They are identified as WC1, WC2, etc.  
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL resumed her 
cruises after her role in the Diamond Jubilee Pageant, but her base 
has been moved to Chelsea. 
City Cruises   The new catamaran is named MILLENNIUM DIAMOND and 
arrived at Tilbury from her Croatian builders on 27 July aboard the 
cargo ship GLORIA. 
Thames Clippers has chartered the RED JET 5 to provide extra 
services for the Olympics and she arrived from Southampton on  
26 July. 
French Brothers   The STREATLEY, after being refitted for the 
Jubilee Pageant, is now based at Runnymede with the NUNEHAM and is 
available for charter for up to 70 passengers. 
Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society plans to replace the JOHN 

PINKERTON with a new boat next year, and a design contract has been 
awarded to Lambon Boats of Droitwich. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   Re-engining the WIGHT RYDER I took longer than expected 
and she did not return to service till 25 July. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 5 has gone to London on charter.  
A revised timetable operates on the Cowes route on 10-18 August, 
with sailings every 20 minutes at busy times and all three RED JETs 
will be needed. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The PUFFIN BILLI offers half-hour river 
cruises, one-hour cruises into the Solent at 1200 and 1300, and 
evening cruises at 1800 to Hurst Castle, Fort Albert and Fort 
Victoria (1 hr 30 mins) or to the Needles (3 hours). 
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United Motor Boats, Christchurch   Two boats have been advertised 
for sale, the HEADLAND BELLE (at £42 000) and MERRY WIDOW (at  
£99 000). 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   Day trips from Poole and Bournemouth to 

Yarmouth are again operating on Thursdays in the peak season. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR VITESSE was dry-docked at Portsmouth 
for two weeks from 8 July so that one engine could be replaced.  
Sailings were amended or cancelled.  Her Poole-Cherbourg service, 
operated for Brittany Ferries since 2001, will not be repeated next 
year. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69, Cardiff   The new name of the DORSET BELLE is DAME SHIRLEY, 
not "DAME SHIRLEY BASSEY" as stated in the May issue.  She was 
chartered by Newport Harbour Commissioners on 11 July for a cruise 
of the River Usk and in the docks. 
 

WEST WALES 
Tenby Sea Cruises   The ISLAND CRUISE has been sold to Whitby and 
is being replaced by the larger ESK BELLE II. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 

T Sandham (Handsam Boat Co), Evesham, plans to retire and has 
advertised the HANDSAM TOO for sale for £50 000.   Mr Sandham has 
run the boat at Evesham since 1991. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MASTER JET (ex SNAEFELL) has 
entered service in Greece between Iraklion, Crete, and Santorini. 
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Waverley Excursions   The BALMORAL was on the Bristol Channel from 
14 to 28 August but several days were cancelled because of the 
weather, lack of a pilot or unspecified problems.  Her trip from 
Whitehaven on 30 August was cancelled by the weather and she sailed 
directly to Scotland.  The WAVERLEY arrived in Swansea from Glasgow 
on 28 August and is on the Bristol Channel till 9 September before 
going to the South Coast. 

 
THAMES 
Water Chariots   For the last few days of the Olympics, the return 
fare was reduced from £45 to £20 after the boats had carried very 
few passengers.  The £20 fare continues for the Paralympic Games. 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL has been sold to 
Douro Azul for service from Porto in Portugal.  She sailed from 
London to Ramsgate on 22 August and left on 2 September for 
Portugal towed by the Poole-based tug GOLIATH.  She had arrived 
from the continent in June 2010 and was to do four- or five-night 

cruises as far as Rochester and Weybridge, but these were 
impractical; she offered day cruises in London last year and did a 
few more this summer after her role in the Diamond Jubilee Pageant.  
The PASSEPARTOUT remains laid-up at Chelsea. 
City Cruises   The MILLENNIUM DIAMOND entered service between 
Westminster and Greenwich in August.  She measures 458 gross tons 
and has a class V certificate for 599 passengers.  
Complete Pleasure Boats   The contract awarding the subsidy for the 
Putney commuter service to Thames Clippers has been withdrawn.  The 
HENLEY and VISCOUNT will continue to run a commuter service to 
Chelsea, Wandsworth and Putney for a further six months to  
31 March.  A new long-term contract for a service from 1 April 2013 
will go out to tender. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   Winter timetables will start on 17 September instead of 
in November because of reduced traffic and higher fuel costs.  On 
the Lymington-Yarmouth route, there will be an hourly two-ship 
service, except on Fridays 21 and 28 September when three ships 
will run.  On the Ryde service, an hourly service will run at 
weekends. 

Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 5 returned to Southampton from 
London on 8 August. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
 As usual, the RSPB is organising winter avocet cruises on the 
Exe estuary from Strarcross in the MY QUEEN or from Topsham in the 
SEA DREAM II.  There are 12 trips between 11 November and  
24 February. 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Winter bird watching cruises on the 
Exe estuary are scheduled for 20 dates from 13 November to  
10 March.  Exeter Ship Canal cruises next year will be on 19 May,  
2 and 18 June, 2 July, and 14 and 29 September. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Avon River Cruises   The SILVER SALMON has spent the summer in 
Bristol and now offers charters there all year.  Previous summers 
were spent at Bath, but she can still be chartered for trips from 

Bristol to Bath. 
HMS69, Cardiff   The DAME SHIRLEY damaged a propeller and cruises 
outside Cardiff Bay have been suspended for the rest of the season.  
Only the evening party trips are still operating. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Maritime Leisure Cruises, Boston   The owner, Sarah Sims, has 
advertised the BOSTON BELLE and her business for sale for £150 000 
because of ill health.  The laid-up PRINCE CHARLES is also for 
sale. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Coniston Launch   Services run daily till 4 November then at 
weekends until 18 November.  Trips are daily from 27 December to  
2 January then at weekends until daily services resume on  
9 February. 
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               October 2012 
 

 
 There is no doubt that this has been a very poor season for 
boat operators and for most of the holiday trade in this country.  
It was the wettest summer since 1912, with much rain in June and the 
first part of July.  The Olympic Games kept overseas tourists away 
and kept British people indoors watching TV.  The economic recession 
has left many people with less money to spend.  It has been a season 
most boat operators will want to forget. 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was delayed on the Bristol 
Channel by the weather and her South Coast sailings on 12 and 13 
September were cancelled.  She eventually got round Land's End in 
the early hours of the 13th and she ran on the 14th, but from 
Portsmouth instead of Worthing.  Sailings on 23 and 25 September 
were cancelled by the weather.  She began sailing on the Thames on 
the 28th.  The BALMORAL was idle at Oban from 4 September and her 

remaining public sailings on the Irish Sea were cancelled.  She was 
chartered on 19 September for a cruise from Barrow to inaugurate a 
wind farm off the Cumbrian coast, then went to Avonmouth. 

 
NORTH EAST 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The ESK BELLE III, bought from Tenby as 
the ISLAND CRUISE in July, has been advertised for sale for  
£45 000.  The owner will replace her with a more suitable vessel. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
S N Kingston, King's Lynn   West Norfolk Council has agreed to 
provide up to £30 000 towards an amphibious ferry to try to 
overcome difficulties caused by silting in the River Ouse.   
 

THAMES 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The Tilbury ferry has 
been using the new pontoon at Gravesend's Town Pier since  
17 September.  The 0540 from Gravesend and the 0910, 1410 and 1910 
from Tilbury still use West Street Pier, and the ferry will need to 
use West Street Pier when the WAVERLEY calls at Gravesend. 
Water Chariots ceased trading on 4 September, before the end of the 

Paralympic Games, and the company is in administration.  The fleet 
of boats is laid-up in Limehouse Basin.   
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL arrived in Viana 
do Castelo in northern Portugal on 8 September.  After a brief 
refit, she arrived in her new base of Porto on the 14th.  She is 
retaining her name and the new owners are promoting her as the 
vessel that carried the Queen in the Diamond Jubilee Pageant.  
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Weymouth & Portland Borough Council has agreed to 
spend £3.92 million to rebuild the quay at Weymouth.  Work is due 
to start in late-November and take around six months.  Condor has 
published timetables for Poole sailings up to 11 March.  A fast 
ferry runs two or three trips a week from Poole during the winter, 
with extra trips around Christmas. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Western Lady Ferry Service   Only the WESTERN LADY VII was used in 
the first part of the season, but she was later joined by the 
WESTERN LADY VI to give a full service of ten round trips daily.  

K Lane (Paignton Pleasure Cruises)   A woman who took the DART 
PRINCESS from an overnight mooring at Dartmouth on 10 September 
2011 has been sentenced to 112 days in prison.  She was under the 
influence of alcohol and drugs, and the boat drifted towards the 
sea before it was recovered by Torbay lifeboat. 
Greenway Ferry   The DEVONIAN (ex PRIDE OF FALMOUTH) has been 
operating on Tor Bay this season.  Torquay-Brixham trips and THE 
FAIRMILE's day trips to Dartmouth are due to continue till  
31 October.  There are two round trips between Dartmouth and Totnes 
every day in October, as well as trips to Greenway. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   British International Helicopters is 
to close its Penzance-Scilly service on 31 October.  The Steamship 
Co is to operate additional flights from Land's End, and the 
SCILLONIAN III will sail seven days a week next summer. 
St Mary's Boatmen's Association   Stephen Hicks, the owner and 
skipper of the SEAHORSE has been prohibited by the MCA from 
operating because of his procedure of mooring with a single line.  
Mr Hicks, with 40 years experience at sea, says using multiple 
mooring lines would be impractical and says he will sell the 
SEAHORSE which was built for him in Scilly in 1997.  

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare   Day trips to Flat Holm are scheduled 
for 20 dates in 2013, from 30 March to 19 October.  One-hour 
cruises to Brean Down are advertised for nine dates next summer. 
Bristol Packet   Additional Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for  
10 November, and 8 and 22 December.  City Docks trips continue at 
weekends during the winter. 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co   Regular trips have finished for this season 
and will not run in the winter. 
Number Seven Boat Trips, Bristol, continue to run daily between the 
Centre and Hotwells, with weekend trips to Temple Meads.  
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Calf Heath Marina   The owner of the HATHERTON BELLE, Andy Small, 
was fined £10 000 plus costs of £4654 at Walsall Magistrates Court 
on 19 September for running without a valid passenger certificate. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   To reduce an annual deficit of £1 million, the 

ROYAL DAFFODIL is to be laid-up from January.  The ferry service 
and cruises will be run next year by the two remaining vessels.  
Group bookings are being taken for Manchester Ship Canal cruises in 
2013, scheduled for 48 dates from 10 April to 20 October. 
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 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.  
There are significant changes in London and in South Devon where the 
Dartmouth Railway acquired the Western Lady Ferry Service. 
 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(2) City Cruises 2227    1(1)  City Cruises     5233 
2(1) Thames Luxury Ch 1771  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2905 
3(3) Waverley Excursions 1428  3(4)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   1974 
4(-)   Bateaux London       1379    4(3)  Waverley Excursions  1750 
5(4) Silver Fleet 1003  5(5)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1704 
6(5) Windermere Lake Cr  916  6(7)  French Brothers      1425  
7(6)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  7(8)  York/ChesterBoat     1310 
8(8)   Capital Pleasure B.   622    8(6)  Thames Luxury Ch     1300     
9(9)   London Eye            602  9(9)  Salter's Steamers    1261 
10(7)  Thames Leisure        558    10(10) Crown River Cruises 1058 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was delayed by the weather on 
her return from the Thames to Scotland and spent 16-19 October in 
Southampton.  Her Clyde sailings on the 20th were cancelled, but 
she got to Glasgow in time for her final trip on 21 October.  The 
BALMORAL is laid-up in Avonmouth. 

 
NORTH EAST 
W Shiel, Seahouses   William (Billy) Shiel MBE died in 2011 at the 
age of 83 after spending all his working life running trips from 
Seahouses.  The business is now run by his son, William. 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises   Winter services, from 5 November to 24 March, are 
every 35 minutes from Westminster, the London Eye, Tower and 
Greenwich.  On Christmas Day, two boats will offer one-hour 
sightseeing cruises from Westminster. 
Thames River Services   The summer service to Greenwich and the 
Thames Barrier continued to 4 November.  Winter sailings are every 
40 minutes to Greenwich.   

Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society   A 68 ft boat has been ordered 
from Lambon Boats of Droitwich for delivery next spring.  It 
replaces the JOHN PINKERTON which made her last trips in October.  
Kennet Cruises, Reading   The owner, Norman Briggs, has not been 
able to run the LANCING this year because of ill health, and the 
boat will be sold.  He had operated the LANCING for 35 years. 
Kennet Horse Boat Co, Newbury, no longer runs the motor barge AVON; 
only the horse-drawn KENNET VALLEY runs from Kintbury.    
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Portsmouth City Council has found South Parade Pier is unsafe 
and it was closed to the public on 1 November.  The pier was used 
by excursion vessels until the 1990s. 
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Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The service will be 
suspended for a month from 6 November for the BRAMBLE BUSH BAY's 
two-yearly refit. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   An all-day geology and archaeology 
cruise to Berry Head, with time ashore at Brixham, is scheduled for 
1 June, and a day trip to land at Seaton is planned for 20 July. 
Greenway Ferry   The CHRISTIE BELLE will be running trips between 
Dartmouth, Greenway and Totnes until 22 December, with connections 
by vintage bus from Torquay, Paignton and Brixham to Greenway.  A 
Torquay-Brixham ferry runs on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays (weather permitting) 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   One-hour river cruises 
will run from Dartmouth on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
through the winter and also at weekends in November, December, 
February and March. 
Plymouth Boat Trips has taken over the PLYMOUTH PRINCESS and SPIRIT 
OF PLYMOUTH and the excursion business of Sound Cruising.   
Sound Cruising, Plymouth, will in future run only the Plymouth-
Mountbatten service with the PLYMOUTH BELLE and 12-passenger 
COPPER.  
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   Next year, the SCILLONIAN III will 
run daily (except Sundays) from 25 March to 5 October then on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays until 2 November.  A 
double trip operates on Saturdays 25 May and 1 June, and there are 
extra trips on 3-6 May for the gig weekend.  On Saturdays from  
6 July to 7 September, sailings are at 1030 from Penzance and 1500 
from St Mary’s, instead of the usual 0915 and 1630.  Although press 
reports suggested there would be regular Sunday trips, there are 
none in the timetable. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Weekend services are reduced from 1 December: 
Liverpool departures are hourly from 1000 to 1600, with an extra 
trip from 16 February at 1700. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   Winter services follow the usual 
pattern, with the BEN-MY-CHREE visiting Birkenhead at weekends.  
She also visits Dublin on 23 and 30 December.  Next year, the 
MANANNAN runs from 22 March to 3 November, mainly to Liverpool, but 
also to Dublin and Belfast.  The BEN-MY-CHREE is due to visit 
Belfast nine times and Dublin three times during the season.  The 

EXPRESS is chartered from P&O Ferries for night-time trips between 
Larne and Douglas between 30 May and 8 June for the TT Races.   
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Waverley Excursions   The BALMORAL sailed from Avonmouth to her 
usual winter berth in Bristol on 6 November. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
City Boats, Norwich   The PRINCESS ELIZABETH has been advertised 
for sale for £39 950. 
 

THAMES 
Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE is to 
return to the River Dart in 2013 on a long-term charter to the 
Dartmouth Steam Railway.  She previously ran on the Dart from 1924 
to 1965, and was restored to service carrying 12 passengers on the 
Medway in 1984, with a full passenger certificate from 1985. 
Silver Fleet (Woods River Cruises)   A New Year's Eve cruise in the 
SILVER STURGEON is being advertised at £395 per person, including 
dinner and drinks. 
Thames Executive Charters   The former police launch JOHN HARRIOTT 
has been advertised for sale for £70 000. 

Salter's Steamers   Services will run from 25 May to 15 September 
2013 and follow the same pattern as in recent years. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 The Heritage Lottery Fund is to give £11.4 million to the 
Hastings Pier and White Rock Trust to rebuild Hastings Pier.  The 
Trust hopes the pier can be reopened before the end of 2014. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The refit of the 
BRAMBLE BUSH BAY has been prolonged and the service is not due to 
resume before 17 December. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Schedules for next year were published in 
November.  Services from Weymouth are due to resume on 17 July.  
Two fast ferries operate from the UK from 25 March to 28 October; 
there are normally two sailings daily, both from Poole until  
16 July, then one from Poole and one from Weymouth.  Crossing times 
are now 3 hours from Poole to Guernsey, 2 hrs 30 mins from 
Weymouth, and one hour from Guernsey to Jersey.  The COMMODORE 
CLIPPER makes her usual Portsmouth-Cherbourg round trip on Sundays 
from 26 May to 1 September.  The Jersey and Guernsey authorities 

are proposing to extend their agreement with Condor by five years, 
to 31 December 2018; this will allow time to make long-term plans 
for ferry services to the islands. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Day trips to land at Sidmouth are 
scheduled for 21 May, 19 June, 3 and 31 July, 17 and 31 August, and 
15 September. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co will be operating the 
KINGSWEAR CASTLE next summer, but no details have been published. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co called in liquidators in November, blaming 
losses on the recession and poor weather.  The service was started 
in around 1978 by City Docks Ventures.  The last owner was Jane 
Salvidge whose former husband Rob Salvidge is skipper of the 

MATTHEW.  The Bristol Packet and Number Seven Boat Trips continue 
to operate trips in Bristol. 
HMS69, Cardiff   The DAME SHIRLEY went to Saul on the Gloucester 
and Sharpness Canal in October to be dry docked. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust has ordered a 72-ft 70-
passenger boat from Colecraft at Southam in Warwickshire.  It is 
due to be delivered to Bedford in February and will enter service 
at Easter on the Great Ouse.  Regular public cruises will go from 
Bedford upstream to Kempston or downsteam to Cardington, with 
occasional longer trips to Great Barford.  The project is part of 
the Trust's plan to build a new waterway to link the Great Ouse to 
the Grand Union Canal at Milton Keynes. 
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              January 2013 
 

 
 The news that the BALMORAL is to be laid-up is not a surprise 
after the heavy losses incurred in recent years.  It is the only 
possible option if the WAVERLEY is to continue.  Much money and 
effort have been squandered in recent years as Waverley Excursions 
has failed to adapt, running similar schedules with the same 
advertising and the same on-board services year after year, despite 
mounting losses.  The BALMORAL has neither the sea-going qualities 
nor the passenger facilities to earn money in the 21st century.  The 
late Alan Brown, writing in his book on the SHANKLIN, described the 
BALMORAL in the 1970s: "... a hard wooden seat a few feet from two 
throbbing diesel engines in a draughty alley way ...".  That hasn't 
altered much while public tastes have changed.  The best future for 
the BALMORAL would be as a static café and WAVERLEY publicity office 
in Bristol.   

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions announced in December that the BALMORAL would 

not operate this year.  The WAVERLEY is still expected to visit the 
Bristol Channel, South Coast and Thames, and possibly North Wales 
for the reopening of Llandudno Pier. 

 
NORTH EAST 
YorkBoat   Sightseeing cruises run daily from 2 February to  
24 November.  Trips to land at the 'Ship Inn', Acaster Malbis, for 
lunch or dinner are on some Thursdays. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   Public cruises are from 30 March to 
29 September, at weekends and on Wednesdays from May and Fridays 
from June.  On some Saturdays, there are 50-minute cruises to the 
Orwell Bridge instead of the longer cruise off Harwich.  Afternoon 
tea cruises operate on some Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Tickets are 
sold by the Tourist Information Centre. 
 

THAMES 
Magna Carta Steamship Co   The PASSEPARTOUT which offered day 
cruises in the Windsor area in 2011 has been moved to Inverness 
where the owners' LORD OF THE GLENS is based. 

 
SOUTH COAST 
Action Boat, Littlehampton   The ferry, reintroduced last summer, 
lost £3102.  The council is to continue financial support.  The 
service will run from 29 March to 3 November, running daily during 
Easter and autumn school holidays and from 25 May to 1 September, 
and otherwise at weekends only.  
Gosport Ferry   The summer cruise programme extends from 8 June to 
8 September and includes day trips to Ryde or Cowes, and cruises to 
the Medina, Hamble or Beaulieu rivers, or to Southampton.   Day 
trips to the Needles and Yarmouth are on 20 June, 4 and 19 July,  
4 and 17 August, and 2 September. 
National Trust   Brownsea Island is open to the public at weekends 
from 9 February to 10 March with boats from Sandbanks, then daily 
from 16 March to 3 November with boats from Poole and Sandbanks. 
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Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry was put back 
on its chains on 18 December and resumed service a few days later. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 

Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE was 
towed from the Medway on 11 December by the tug CHRISTINE.  She 
reached Portland the next day and had to shelter there till  
18 December when she was towed to the Dart, arriving at about 1600.  
She makes her first trip on 29 March from Dartmouth at 1030 at a 
fare of £25 with proceeds given to the PSPS.  She is due to run 
until October, making daily cruises from Dartmouth at 1030, 1200 
and 1400, except in July and August when she will go up to Totnes; 
fares are higher than for the company's other vessels.  The DART 
VENTURER is advertised to run daily from 1 April to 31 October from 
Torquay and Brixham to Dartmouth; on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 28 May to 12 September, she starts from Teignmouth 
in the morning.  The day trip from Dartmouth to Salcombe runs on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 27 May to 11 September. 
South Hams District Council is spending over £1 million on 
rebuilding the slipways of the Dartmouth-Kingswear Lower Ferry.  
The service will be suspended from 7 January to 29 March. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Packet   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 46 dates from 

21 March to 13 October.  One-way trips to Bath are on 27 May,  
17 June, 15 July, 19 August and 9 September. 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co   The five remaining boats, the BRIGANTIA OF 
BRISTOL, EMILY, INDEPENDENCE, MARGARET and MATILDA OF BRISTOL, were 
offered by sale by the liquidator in December.  They were bought by 
a consortium which intends to carry on the business, under the 
management of Ian Bungard who founded the Ferry Boat Co in 1978 and 
ran it until 2002.   
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The ROYAL DAFFODIL made her last trips on  
15 December and is now laid-up in Birkenhead. 
The Yellow Duckmarine, Liverpool   The cruises around the docks 
have ceased and the SKYLARK, bought from Whitby in 2009, is for 
sale for £19 995.  The company continues to run tours in DUKWs. 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   A three-boat service operates 
from 25 March to 14 April and from 25 May to 1 September.  A two-
boat service runs from 15 April to 24 May and until 3 November. 
 

MISCELLANY 

 The BELLE of 1894, in service at Maidenhead until 2010, has 
been offered for sale in York for £29 950.  The owner has presumably 
abandoned plans to restore her to service in York on the Ouse. 
 

 

 

_________________________________________  G P Hamer  4 January 2013 



 

             February 2013 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY visits the Western Isles on  
3-7 May, with sailings from Oban and Fort William, to Corryvreckan, 
Iona, Armadale and Inverie.  Timetables for other areas are still 
to be announced. 

 
NORTH EAST 
River Escapes, Newcastle   Cruises to the river mouth are on 
Sundays from 10 March to 27 October and on 10 November, and on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from June to September.  Upriver cruises to 
Ryton are on the same days from April to October.  Short city 
cruises run on summer Saturdays. 
 

THAMES 
 Southend Council has cancelled the annual air show which 
attracted many visitors, as well as the PRINCESS POCAHONTAS and in 
2012 the KINGSWEAR CASTLE.  In a further economy measure, the pier 
will be closed on Mondays and Tuesdays in winter. 

Thames River Services   A new vessel for the Greenwich service has 
been ordered from Mustang Marine of Pembroke Dock.  It will be 
similar to Crown River Cruises' SARPEDON. 
Thames Luxury Charters   The DIXIE QUEEN went to Lowestoft on  
22 January for her refit. 
French Brothers   Short trips from Windsor run daily from  
16 February to 3 November, then at weekends to 1 December.  Two-
hour cruises to Bray are daily from 23 March to 3 November.  The 
Runnymede-Windsor service is from 13 April to 15 September, the  
Hampton Court service is from 17 June to 12 September, and 
Maidenhead-Windsor runs from 28 May to 7 September.  Public cruises 
on the steamers NUNEHAM or STREATLEY are on 19 and 26 May, 23 June, 
21 July, 25 August and 22 September.   
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Public trips are at weekends from  
30 March to 29 September and daily during Easter, late May and 
summer school holidays.  No trips run between 19 and 26 August when 
the boats run to the Reading rock festival.   
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   The car ferries run an hourly three-ship 
service from 28 March to 3 November; in winter two ships offer 

departures every hour and a half. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   Dartmouth-Greenway trips run from 16 February to  
3 November except on Mondays and certain Tuesdays when Greenway 
House is closed.  Dartmouth-Totnes sailings start in March. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Dartmouth-Totnes sailings 
are offered every day from 16 February to 3 November.  The 
KINGSWEAR CASTLE runs daily from 29 March to 3 November, except 
Fridays and Saturdays outside the peak season; she makes a round 
trip to Totnes on 27 dates between 16 June and 16 September.  Her 
short cruises are £15 while the return fare to Totnes is £25 
(compared with £14 on the firm's other boats).  The KINGSWEAR 
CASTLE was steamed in January for trials and crew training. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Appledore and Instow Ferry Committee   The service carried 15 239 
passengers in the 2012 season.  The ferry resumes at Easter. 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG's season is from 28 March to  

25 October.  A double trip, with a departure from Ilfracombe at 
1500 for staying visitors, runs on Saturdays from 20 July to  
24 August. 
Ferryboats Bristol is the name of the new company which has bought 
the boats of the Bristol Ferry Boat Co.  Weekend services resumed 
on 26 January.  Telephone number as before. 
Flat Holm Project   Trips to Flat Holm are scheduled for 57 dates 
from 4 April to 30 October; timings vary with tides. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE has 
public trips to Tewkesbury on Wednesdays from 1 May to  
25 September, and to Worcester on Thursdays 20 June, 25 July and  
15 August.  There are cruises with a cream tea or fish and chips on 
various dates. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Lancaster Canal Packet Boats   The KINGFISHER offers public trips 
from 6 May to 10 October.  There are cruises from Lancaster to the 
Lune Aqueduct on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, except on 

Thursdays from 1 to 22 August when there is a trip to Carnforth.  
At weekends, there are trips from Barton Grange. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 A former owner of the MANXMAN was sentenced on 17 January to 
seven years in prison for fraud.  Achilleas Kallakis had obtained 
property worth £750 million by forgery and deception.  He had owned 
the MANXMAN since 1991 when she was intended to be a night club in 
Liverpool.  He had also acquired the German passenger ship WAPPEN 
VON HAMBURG for conversion to a yacht, but she was eventually 
scrapped, like the MANXMAN. 
 

 

 

________________________________________  G P Hamer  4 February 2013 

 



 

                 March 2013 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   Timetables have been published for the 
WAVERLEY's Clyde sailings, from 28 June to 1 September and on  
19 and 20 October, and for the South Coast sailings, from 6 to 26 
September. 

 
NORTH EAST 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is again 
being chartered by the RSPB: there are 12 puffin and gannet cruises 
from 4 May to 13 July, and six skua and shearwater cruises from  
31 August to 5 October. 
 

THAMES 
 Transport for London has produced a "River Action Plan" which 
aims to double the number of passengers travelling on the Thames by 
2020.  A new pier at Plantation Wharf, Battersea, is to open this 
year and two others are planned at Battersea Power Station and at 
Enderby Wharf, Greenwich. 

Burnham Ferry, run last year by Mark Gregory, has a new owner this 
year.  The service runs daily except Wednesdays from 29 March to 
late-September 
Thames River Services   The summer service to Greenwich and the 
Thames Barrier runs from 25 March to 28 October. 
Thames Luxury Charters   The DIXIE QUEEN returned to London on  
16 February after her refit at Lowestoft. 
Turk Launches   Boats run between Kingston, Hampton Court and 
Richmond from 23 March to 29 September, and Kingston-Hampton Court 
trips continue to 6 October. 
Thames Steamers   The ALASKA will be offering short public trips 
from Bourne End during the Bank Holiday weekends of 25-27 May and 
24-26 August, and from Henley at the Thames Traditional Boat Rally 
on 20-21 July. 
Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society has been renamed The Basingstoke 
Canal Society.  The new boat will be the JOHN PINKERTON II but will 
not be ready by Easter, so the JOHN PINKERTON will open the season 
before being sold.  Mrs Gough has retired as bookings manager and 
the new contact is Mr Horwood. 
 

SOUTH COAST 

The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL has public cruises in the 
Solent on 6 May, 8 and 9 June, 8, 9, 11, 17 and 18 August, and  
7 September. 
Hurst Castle Ferries   The WILD ROSE is returning to Keyhaven this 
year to run to Hurst Castle after operating for Needles Pleasure 
Cruises for years.  The SOLENT ROSE's trips from Keyhaven to 
Yarmouth and from Yarmouth to Hurst Castle will run on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. 
Dorset Cruises, Poole   Trips to Wareham are scheduled for 33 dates 
from 1 April to 8 November.  Trips to Swanage operate on other days 
in summer.    
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
J & M Rackley, Dawlish and Starcross   The Starcross-Exmouth ferry 
runs from 28 March to 31 October. 
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Greenway Ferry   The CHRISTIE BELLE began Dartmouth-Greenway trips 
in February; Totnes sailings started on 2 March, in the LADY 
ELIZABETH.  THE FAIRMILE is due to start Torquay-Brixham-Dartmouth 
trips on 29 March.  The DARTMOUTH BELLE has been advertised for 

sale for £19 500. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE made 
a trial trip to Totnes on 7 February.  On the 12th, she was hauled 
up the company's slipway for a refit. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   There are trips to Calstock on 28 dates from 
5 April to 30 October, to Morwellham on 11 dates from 22 April to  
1 September, and cruises to the River Yealm on ten days between  
29 April and 7 September. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   There are additional pre-season trips on 17 March 
from Bideford and on the 24th from Ilfracombe, at a reduced day 
return fare of £25. 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare   The scheduled trips to Flat Holm have 
been amended and most will go via Cardiff, starting on 13 April.  
The trips will allow a day trip from Weston to Cardiff or Flat 
Holm, or a return trip from Cardiff to Flat Holm.  The BRISTOL 
QUEEN has been advertised for sale.    
Bristol Ferry Boat Co   The new owners, registered as Ferryboats 
Bristol Ltd, are using the trading name of the old company.  The 

boats have resumed services from the Centre to Hotwells and to 
Temple Meads.  Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for five dates, 
with the first on 5 April, and there are six cruises to the Gorge 
and the New Cut, advertised as the "grand tour", with the first on 
7 April. 
Number Seven Boat Trips, Bristol, are the new owners of the 
MERCURY, from the Bristol Ferry Boat Co.  
Flat Holm Project   Cardiff Council wants to sell the island to 
save money.  It will remain open this summer while options are 
considered, and the Flat Holm Society has proposed forming a trust 
to take over the island. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Gloucester Waterways Museum   There are day trips to Tewkesbury on 
1 June, 13 July and 17 August, and to Sharpness on 9 June and  
25 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Coniston Launch   The CAMPBELL again runs alone this year, with 
daily trips around the northern lake from 9 March to 3 November.  

The trip to the southern end of the lake is on Mondays to Thursdays 
from 1 May to 26 September, leaving Coniston at 1640. 
 

OBITUARY 
 Terry Creswell, a lifelong transport enthusiast and contributor 
to this newssheet, passed away in February after a short illness. 
 
 

 

___________________________________________  G P Hamer  5 March 2013 



 

                 April 2013 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was due to visit Llandudno on  
31 May and 2 June for the pier's reopening, but it will not be 
ready; she will instead offer non-landing cruises from Liverpool on 
1 and 2 June, then run on the Bristol Channel from 5 to 23 June.  
There are trips from Weston (8 June), Sharpness (10th), Swansea 
(12th), Porthcawl (14th) and Newport (15th), and several from 
Clevedon, Penarth, Minehead and Ilfracombe, including Lundy 
landings on 9, 13 and 23 June.  After her Clyde season, she is on 
the South Coast from 6 September, then on the Thames from  
27 September to 13 October. 

 
THAMES 
Thames Clippers has been given a five-year contract to run the 
Putney-Blackfriars Monday to Friday commuter service from 2 April.  
Three boats run in the morning, providing seven trips from Putney 
via Wandsworth, Chelsea Harbour and Cadogan Pier to Embankment and 
Blackfriars; in the evening, two boats offer five departures from 

Blackfriars. 
Complete Pleasure Boats   The HENLEY and VISCOUNT made their final 
commuter trips between Putney and Blackfriars on 28 March.  The 
service was started in 2005 by Thames Executive Charters and had 
been run since January 2012 by Complete Pleasure Boats. 
London Waterbus Co, Little Venice   Trips are daily until  
29 September, then on Thursdays to Sundays until 3 Nov. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   Sailings from Granville, from 2 April to  
25 September, are to Jersey, Sark and Guernsey.  Carteret is served 
from 7 May to 24 September and Diélette from 9 April to  
29 September.  Trips to Alderney are on 25 and 26 May, and 15 and 
16 June from Diélette and Guernsey, and on 5 August from Granville, 
Diélette and Jersey. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE 
entered service from Dartmouth on 29 March, as scheduled. 
South Hams District Council   Work on rebuilding the slipways has 
taken longer than expected, and the service is not due to reopen 

till late April. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The service will run from 29 April to  
1 October with, as usual, three to six trips daily. 
Enterprise Boats, Falmouth, run to Trelissick, Malpas and Truro 
from 29 March to 4 November, with four trips daily except Sundays, 
increasing to six trips from 1 May to 30 September when some go via 
St Mawes.  On summer Sundays, there is a service to Trelissick 
only.  The ENTERPRISE II has been refitted with improved 
accommodation for charters.  
G Hudson, Falmouth, has to pay £12 030 in fines and costs after 
several occasions in 2011 when the MIRANDA carried over 12 
passengers whilst having a crew of only one unqualified person. 
King Harry Steam Ferry Co   A woman passenger in a car died on  
20 March when the car rolled down the slipway into the river 

http://www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk/
http://www.thamesclippers.com/
http://www.completepleasureboats.co.uk/
http://www.londonwaterbus.com/
http://www.manche-iles-express.com/
http://www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk/
http://www.southhams.gov.uk/
http://www.mevagissey-ferries.co.uk/
http://www.enterprise-boats.co.uk/
http://www.flushingferry.co.uk/
http://www.kingharryferry.co.uk/
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Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   During the SCILLONIAN III's refit in 
Penzance, £2 million was spent, including improved catering and a 
lift for wheelchairs.  Sunday sailings will run from 7 July to  
8 September, leaving Penzance at 1030 and St Mary's at 1500. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Appledore and Instow Ferry Committee has bought a second 12-
passenger boat, the LIZZIE M, to run with the MISTY BLUE.   
Number Seven Boat Trips, Bristol   A service to Beese's Tea 
Gardens, with four round trips from the city centre, will run on  
20 July and every Saturday in August.  There will also be some 
public evening trips to Beese's. 
Flat Holm Project   The LEWIS ALEXANDER will not be offering trips 
to the island this year.   
HMS69, Cardiff   The DAME SHIRLEY's public cruises are scheduled to 
run from 23 March to 2 November at weekends and daily in the school 
holidays, normally at 1100, 1300 and 1500. 
Cardiff Waterbus is offering the CYGNET for sale for £57 000. 
 

WEST WALES 
Tenby Sea Cruises   The ESK BELLE II has been renamed PRIDE OF 
TENBY.  She offers cruises around Caldey and St Margaret's Islands. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 

Friends of the Cromford Canal are raising funds to fit out a 50-
passenger boat for trips along the canal from Cromford, near 
Matlock. 
Maritime Leisure Cruises, Boston   The BOSTON BELLE offers public 
trips between 4 May and 29 September, with various lunchtime, 
afternoon and evening cruises on the River Witham.  An afternoon 
cruise into the Wash and the River Welland is schedules for ten 
dates. 
 

NORTH WEST 
The Yellow Duckmarine, Liverpool   One of the DUKWs sank whilst 
carrying passengers in the Albert Dock on 30 March.  All aboard 
were safely evacuated, but the craft now offer shorter tours 
confined to the roads. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN is making a cruise round 
the island on 7 April. 

 

 

 

___________________________________________  G P Hamer  4 April 2013 

 

http://www.islesofscilly-travel.co.uk/
http://www.appledoreinstowferry.com/
http://www.numbersevenboattrips.co.uk/
http://www.flatholmisland.com/
http://www.cardiffcruises.com/
http://www.cardiffwaterbus.com/
http://www.tenbyseacruises.com/
http://www.cromfordcanal.org.uk/
http://www.maritimecruises.co.uk/
http://www.theyellowduckmarine.co.uk/
http://www.steam-packet.com/


 

                   May 2013 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY entered service on 3 May, 
sailing from Glasgow to Oban.  She will be dry-docked at Greenock 
in May before going to Liverpool.  She is now advertised to visit 
Llandudno on 3 September, offering a three-hour afternoon cruise 
whilst on the way from Glasgow to Weymouth. 

 
NORTH EAST 
W Shiel, Seahouses   The GLAD TIDINGS boats are scheduled to make 
21 trips to Holy Island between 7 May and 3 October, and further 
trips are offered in a RIB. 
Nexus   Various afternoon cruises are scheduled for Fridays and 
Sundays between 24 May and 22 September. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Camboats, Cambridge   The ROSIE continues to run, but is now 
limited to 12 passengers. 
Freedom Cruisers, Horning   The ferry to Woodbastwick ceased last 

year.  New regulations had apparently made it unprofitable. 
 

THAMES 
Lee & Stort Boat Co   This new company, based at Roydon, bought the 
12 boats built last year for Water Chariots' unsuccessful service 
to the Olympic Games.  They are available for charter on the Lee 
and Stort, and some may operate elsewhere.  Public trips between 
Ware and Hertford began on 3 May in the USAIN BOAT (WC1); there are 
departures from Ware at 1000 and 1400, and from Hertford at 1200 
and 1600 on Saturdays and Sundays, with an evening "party boat" 
service on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Woolwich Ferry   Since 1 April, the ferry has been run by Briggs 
Marine of Burntisland, Fife, under a seven-year contract.  The 
previous operator, Serco, had run the ferry since October 2008. 
Bateaux London   The NATICIA has been advertised for sale by 
brokers.  She continues to be used for restaurant cruises with the 
HARMONY and SYMPHONY. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Swanage Pier was damaged in a storm on 11 March, and the 
landing stage became isolated from the shore.  The Swanage Pier 

Trust launched an appeal to help pay for repairs. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The OLIVER B is again based at Buckler's 
Hard, offering short trips on the Beaulieu River. 
The Solent Steam Packet has been awarded £1.4 million by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  This will enable major work on her hull 
next year so that she get a Class III certificate to carry 
passengers on trips outside the Solent.   
Mudeford Ferry   A new catamaran, the JOSEPHINE 2, carrying 86 
passengers, is due in service this year. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Day trips to Torquay and Brixham 
are, as usual, on Thursdays, starting on 30 May. 
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Exeter Cruises   The KINGSLEY has been sold after six seasons at 
Exeter and is being replaced by a 50-passenger boat named SOUTHERN 
COMFORT.  The WHITE HEATHER has also been sold and there are no 
trips between Double Locks and Turf Lock. 

Greenway Ferry   Trips from Torbay to Dartmouth in the early season 
were operated by the CLIPPER.  THE FAIRMILE returned to service on 
3 May after a major refit: the old deck saloon has been replaced by 
a larger shelter and she is painted in her wartime naval colours. 
Cremyll Ferry   The TAMAR BELLE has been sold after ten years and 
has returned to Falmouth. 
J Pill (Falmouth Pleasure Cruises) has bought the TAMAR BELLE and 
she is running from the Prince of Wales Pier to St Mawes, leaving 
at 1000 and hourly to 1600.  She had been owned at Falmouth twice 
before under her original name of QUEEN OF HELFORD.   
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare, has been unable to get a "viable 
operating agreement" to run from Cardiff, so trips to Flat Holm 
will be from Weston only.     
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust   The new boat is to be 
named JOHN BUNYAN after the writer born in Bedford in 1628.  Public 
cruises from Sovereign's Quay, Bedford, are due to start in late 

June, on Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays, sailing as far as 
Kempston or Cardington.  
Friends of the Cromford Canal have bought the narrow boat 
BIRDSWOOD, previously used for carrying passengers on the Caldon 
Canal.  She is being refitted and they hope to start trips at 
Cromford this summer. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Bird-watching cruises into Liverpool Bay are 
advertised for 26 June and 2 July. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was not ready to return to 
service and the trips from Liverpool on 1 June were cancelled; she 
left Glasgow that afternoon and sailed at full speed to Liverpool 
in time for the cruise on 2 June which was sold out.  She began 
Bristol Channel sailings on 5 June. 
 

THAMES 
 Last year's Sail Royal Greenwich event is being repeated this 
year from 28 August to 1 September.  A fleet of sailing ships will 
offer corporate hospitality and public cruises from Woolwich.  The 
ships so far booked to take part are the Dutch GALLANT (built 1916, 
46 passengers), GULDEN LEEUW (1937, 150), IRIS (1916, 36), J R 
TOLKIEN (1964, 90), JANTJE (1930, 24), LOTH LORIEN (1907, 90), 
MORGENSTER (1919, 90) and THALASSA (1980, 120). 
Lee & Stort Boat Co   In addition to trips between Ware and 
Hertford, another boat is offering one-hour cruises from Dobbs Weir 
near Hoddesdon. 

Magna Carta Steamship Co   The PASSEPARTOUT, now laid-up at 
Inverness, has been advertised for sale. 
Thames River Boats   The owner of the KINGWOOD has been removed 
from the consortium and will not be running to Kew and Hampton 
Court this season.  Complete Pleasure Boats plan to use the 
VISCOUNT as well as the HENLEY on busy days.  
Basingstoke Canal Society   The new JOHN PINKERTON II was lowered 
into the canal at Odiham on 30 April after being transported by 
road from the builders in Droitwich.  There was a naming ceremony 
on 2 June. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Boats from Poole have resumed calling at Swanage Pier. 
Bodiam Boating Station   Trips between Newenden and Bodiam run from 
30 March to 30 September.  Three-hour evening cruises down river to 
Rye are scheduled for Saturdays from 20 July to 31 August. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED OSPREY was off service from 11 to 16 
May for repairs; a reduced two-ship service operated to East Cowes. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Services have again been disrupted by engine 

trouble and the CONDOR EXPRESS was off service on 17-20 May.  
Weymouth & Portland Council estimates the final cost of rebuilding 
the quay at Weymouth will be over £4.4 million.  Completion is due 
by 17 July when Condor sailings are scheduled to resume. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
South Hams District Council   The Dartmouth Lower Ferry was 
reopened on 21 May, after being closed for 17 weeks. 
P J Moule, Kingsbridge   The RIVERMAID is advertised to run from  
29 May to 4 October.  Trips to land at South Pool are on 26 June 
and 25 July. 

http://www.sailroyalgreenwich.co.uk/
http://www.degallant.nl/
http://www.guldenleeuw.com/
http://www.de-iris.nl/
http://www.restchart.com/en/j-r-tolkien/
http://www.restchart.com/en/j-r-tolkien/
http://www.sailing-jantje.nl/
http://www.restchart.com/en/loth-lorien-2/
http://www.zeilbrik.org/
http://www.tallshipthalassa.nl/en/
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Enterprise Boats, Falmouth   The ENTERPRISE II has been renamed 
MOYANA after Moyana Berryman from the Johns family who has run the 
Enterprise Boats for many years.  The MOYANA took part in the 
opening of the Fal River Festival on 30 May when a flotilla of 

boats, including the DUCHESS OF CORNWALL, carried 300 people from 
Truro to Falmouth. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co is to become a community benefit society, a 
form of cooperative.  Shares are being offered to raise £250 000 to 
cover the cost of the five boats.  The original company failed last 
year because of high debts but the business is said to be 
profitable with an annual turnover of over £400 000.  The closing 
date for applications is 31 July.   
Flat Holm Project   Cardiff Council has invited proposals from 
organisations to manage Flat Holm; the island should be protected 
and open to the public, but the council will not provide any funds.  
 

WEST WALES 
Dale Sailing Co, Marloes   The DALE PRINCESS runs with the similar 
LADY HELEN.  On 25 May, the LADY HELEN, with 48 people aboard, hit 
rocks near Skomer and started taking in water.  Lifeboats and other 
vessels were alerted and the passengers were taken off.  The LADY 
HELEN was towed by the DALE PRINCESS, beached on Skomer and later 

refloated and towed back to the mainland. 
 

NORTH WEST 
The Yellow Duckmarine, Liverpool   Trips into the Albert Dock 
resumed in May when the WACKER QUACKER 08 had her passenger 
certificate renewed.  The craft had been confined to the roads 
after one sank on 30 March.  Three of the four craft have now been 
approved by the MCA for service afloat. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE will make an evening 
cruise round the island on 15 June.  The fare of £26 includes a 
meal, but the ship is not allowed to sell alcohol in Manx waters so 
passengers need to take their own. 
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                  July 2013 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   On the Bristol Channel, the WAVERLEY’s 
sailings on 12, 13, 14, 22 and 23 June were cancelled by the 
weather and she was only able to do a non-landing cruise from 
Penarth on the 15th.  There were thus no sailings from Swansea, 
Porthcawl or Newport.  She arrived back in Glasgow on 25 June and 
began her Clyde season on the 28th.  A new company, MV Balmoral 
Fund Ltd, was registered on 4 June by people associated with the 
WAVERLEY and aims to raise £350 000 to put the BALMORAL back into 
service next season. 

 
THAMES 
Lee & Stort Boat Co   Cruises from Bishop’s Stortford started on  
30 June, and will run at weekends at 1000, 1200, 1400 and 1600.   
 

SOUTH COAST 
Blue Funnel Cruises   As usual, there will be a service from 
Lymington to Cowes during Cowes Week, with a sailing from Lymington 

at 0830 and from Cowes at 1830 daily from 3 to 10 August. 
Needles Pleasure Cruises   The YARMOUTH ROSE has been delivered by 
Trinity Boats of Plymouth and is now in service.  She has a 15.3 m 
glass fibre hull and is similar to the RAMBLIN’ ROSE.  

 (photo from Needles Pleasure Cruises) 

 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   The JURASSIC SCENE went to Southampton 
for refit in late June, and will be operating from Bournemouth 
again this season.  She has been offered for sale since May 2012 
but has failed to find a buyer; she is currently available for  

£267 500. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Sailings from Weymouth are due to resume as 
scheduled on 17 July after a break of 17 months. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
 Torbay Council has installed new pontoons at Beacon Quay, 
Torquay, and at Brixham for use by passenger boats.  The council is 
hoping to find an operator for a subsidised year-round service 
between Torquay and Brixham. 
K Lane (Paignton Pleasure Cruises)   The ISLAND PRINCESS has been 
sold and is now at Cremyll.  Originally the ISLAND QUEEN on the 
Guernsey-Herm service, she was later the SOLENT PRINCESS and has 
spent the last five seasons as the ISLAND PRINCESS at Paignton. 
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Cremyll Ferry has bought the ISLAND PRINCESS as a relief vessel to 
replace the TAMAR BELLE, now at Falmouth.   
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 

Cardiff Boat   This new operator last year began running the 
waterbus PRINCESS KATHARINE, previously at Potter Heigham on the 
Norfolk Broads (listed on page 103 of ‘Trip Out 2013/14’).  Trips 
run hourly between Mermaid Quay and Bute Park in the city centre.   
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The SNOWDROP broke down on 24 June; the ferry 
service was suspended while the ROYAL IRIS OF THE MERSEY did the 
Manchester Ship Canal cruises on the 24th and 25th.  The bird-
watching cruise on the 26th was cancelled.  The SNOWDROP returned 
to service on 1 July. 
The Yellow Duckmarine, Liverpool   The WACKER QUACKER I sank on  
15 June in Salthouse Dock.  The 31 people aboard were rescued by 
other boats.  Trips have been suspended and the owning company, 
Pearlwild Ltd, was put into administration a few days later. 
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                August 2013 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
EAST ANGLIA  
Searles Sea Tours, Hunstanton, have this year introduced trips 
across the Wash to Skegness using the amphibious WASH MONSTER. 
 

THAMES 
Lee & Stort Boat Co   The Ware-Hertford service is running every 
day (except Wednesdays) during the school summer holidays.  At 
least one of the boats is on the Thames, based at Bray and 
available for charter from Thames Executive Charters. 
Woolwich Ferry   The annual charity cruise through Tower Bridge was 
on 27 July by the JOHN BURNS. 
Complete Pleasure Boats   The VISCOUNT did a public sailing from 
Westminster to Hampton Court on 20 July, her first such trip since 
the 1970s. 
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA will again be going upriver 
to Reading to take people to and from the festival on 23-25 August. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 A “park and sail” service is operating in Portsmouth at 
weekends from 20 July to 26 August between a car park at the 
International Port and Gunwharf Quays.  The boat runs hourly 
between 1000 and 1900. 
Brighton Sea Cruises   Previously operating angling cruises, the 
firm has bought the DEVON BELLE from Plymouth.  Originally the 
SOUTHEND BELLE, she has operated as the WESTMINSTER BELLE, MAID OF 
WAREHAM, MAID OF EXMOUTH, DEVON BELLE V and DEVON BELLE at 
Southend, Westminster, Falmouth, Looe, Plymouth, Poole and Exmouth.  
Renamed THE BELLE, she began trips from Brighton Marina on 31 May.  
There are sea cruises of 45 minutes or an hour and a half, jazz 
cruises, evening comedy cruises and charters. 
Greenslade Pleasure Boats, Poole, now offer coastal cruises, 
lasting an hour and a half, to the Old Harry Rocks.    
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Great Western Riverboats, Falmouth, are operating again this year.  
The WESTERN ENDEAVOUR (listed on page 103 of ‘Trip Out 2013/14’) 
offers non-landing cruises up the River Fal.  

 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Ferry Boat Co succeeded in raising £250 000 from around 750 
investors to form a community benefit society to own the fleet of 
five boats. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust   The JOHN BUNYAN was craned 
into the river on 3 July after a road journey from the builders in 
Warwickshire.  A naming ceremony was held on the 9th when she made 
her maiden trip. 
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Norbury Wharf, operators of a boatyard and hire-cruiser fleet on 
the Shropshire Union Canal, have bought the STAFFORD from 
Wolverhampton Passenger Boat Services.  She was renamed SHROPSHIRE 
STAR in a ceremony on 4 May.  One-hour public trips are offered on 

Sundays and Bank Holidays.  
Friends of the Cromford Canal   The BIRDSWOOD was moved by road 
from Langley Mill to her new base at Cromford on 27 July after her 
diesel engine had been replaced by an electric motor.  Trips are 
due to start this month.   
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE missed a round trip 
to Heysham after getting a rope from a fishing boat around her 
propellers on 28 July.  The MANANNAN made an extra sailing to 
Heysham instead. 
   

MISCELLANY 
 The new replica of the MEDWAY QUEEN’s hull was floated out of 
the Bristol dry dock after a naming ceremony on 27 July.  The 
Medway Queen Preservation Society will arrange for it to be towed 
to the Medway. 
 
OBITUARY 
 Bill Hogg, one of the founders of Blue Funnel Cruises of 

Southampton, passed away in June.  The business developed in the 
1950s, trading initially as Favourite Boat Cruises.  Mr Hogg 
eventually became sole owner until the business changed hands in 
1993.  Between 1996 and 2004, he ran trips from the Town Quay at 
Southampton, reviving the name Favourite Boat Cruises. 
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            September 2013 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY seems to have had a successful 
season on the Clyde.  She left Glasgow on 2 September and reached 
Weymouth on the 4th, ready to start her South Coast sailings on the 
6th.  The cruise from Llandudno, advertised for 3 September, was 
cancelled as repairs to the pier have not been completed. 

 
NORTH EAST 
T Machin, Scarborough   The CORONIA was aground on 25 August for 
about two hours on a sandbank outside the harbour.  Lifeboats 
helped tow her off. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
 The Dutch sailing ship MORGENSTER is offering 3-hour cruises 
from Great Yarmouth on 5-8 September in connection with the weekend 
Maritime Festival, after running similar trips from Woolwich.  She 
was built in 1919 and can carry 90 passengers.  Bookings are 
through the Tourist Information Centre.  

Searles Sea Tours, Hunstanton   The first trip to Skegness was on 
23 August, taking about two hours each way.  The firm hopes to run 
a regular service next year. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Brighton Sea Cruises   THE BELLE was based at Arundel during the 
Arundel Festival between 17 and 26 August, and is to spend the rest 
of the season there, running between Arundel and Littlehampton.  
Sailing times vary with the tides. 
J Butcher & Sons, Portsmouth   The family firm, with a history 
going back to 1809, has closed with the retirement of the last 
members of the Butcher family.  For many years, the firm’s blue 
boats operated harbour cruises from a landing stage by Clarence 
Pier.  Since 1 July, the firm’s towage at Portsmouth International 
Port has been taken over by Serco, and Butchers’ remaining boats 
will be sold. 
Red Funnel Ferries   For the “Bestival” event, additional foot 
passenger services are scheduled between Southampton and East Cowes 
on 5, 6 and 9 September. 
Needles Pleasure Cruises   As part of an Isle of Wight “Festival of 
the Sea” week, there will be evening trips from Yarmouth to Hurst 

Castle on 15 September, to Lymington on the 17th and 18th, and 
cruises from Yarmouth to the Needles on the 20th and 21st. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   The JURASSIC SCENE’s trips from 
Bournemouth have been at 1100 daily to Swanage and at 1415 on 
Wednesdays and Sundays to Swanage and the Jurassic Coast or at 1530 
on other days to Swanage.  Short trips are also offered.  Trips 
from Bournemouth to Poole will be run if Swanage Pier is closed. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next year’s Exeter Ship Canal 
cruises are scheduled for 23 May, 7 and 21 June, 7 and 21 July, 18 
September, and 3 October. 

http://www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk/
http://www.zeilbrik.org/
http://www.great-yarmouth.co.uk/maritime-festival/eshop.aspx
http://www.seatours.co.uk/
http://www.brightonseacruises.com/
http://www.redfunnel.co.uk/
http://www.needlespleasurecruises.co.uk/
http://www.bluelinecruises.co.uk/
http://www.stuartlinecruises.co.uk/


TRIP OUT Page 2 September 2013 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare   Next year, day trips to Flat Holm are 
scheduled for 20 dates from 2 April to 25 October. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Canal and River Tours, Stratford   This new operator has started 
45-minute river cruises from Bancroft Basin in the new 50-passenger 
wide-beam JENNIFER MAY, built by Colecraft.  The owner, Colin Pike, 
also owns the Baguette Barge and Ice Cream Barge, moored in the 
Bancroft Basin. 
Friends of the Cromford Canal   The start of trips in the BIRDSWOOD 
has been delayed to avoid disturbing a coot’s nest in the canal. 
 

NORTH WEST 
The Yellow Duckmarine, Liverspool   The firm’s licence to run craft 
on the roads has been revoked because of safety concerns.  Services 
have been suspended since 15 June and the owning company is in 
administration. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The SOUTHERN QUEEN, laid-up at Eastbourne for several years, 
has been offered for sale by the owner for £5000.  She operated for 
Allchorn Pleasure Boats with the WILLIAM ALLCHORN which is also 
laid-up. 

 The partly completed ferry ordered by Gosport Ferry from David 
Abels of Bristol is for sale for £125 000.  It was intended to be 
delivered in 2002 as the SPIRIT OF PORTSMOUTH but the order was 
cancelled and the vessel has been laid-up since.  In recent years it 
has been in the dry dock where the new MEDWAY QUUEN replica has been 
under construction.  
 
OBITUARY 
 Norman Briggs, owner of Kennet Cruises, died in March.  He had 
run the narrow boat LANCING on the River Kennet for 35 years.  He 
had been a Russian specialist in military intelligence and had a 
career as a professional librarian, specialising in Anglo-Russian 
cooperation. 
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http://www.mwmarine.org/
http://www.canalandrivertours.com/
http://www.colecraft.co.uk/
http://www.cromfordcanal.info/
http://www.theyellowduckmarine.co.uk/
http://davidabelsboatbuilders.com/
http://davidabelsboatbuilders.com/
http://www.kennetcruises.co.uk/


 

               October 2013 
 

 
 The summer weather in 2013 has been kind to most boat 
operators, with more favourable conditions than in recent years, 
especially in southern England.  It was dry and sunny for much of 
the summer, with few gales, and no floods or droughts to disrupt 
boating on inland waterways.  
 

Geoffrey Hamer 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY’s sailings on 15-17 September 
were cancelled by the weather, but she went light from Southampton 
to Weymouth on the 17th.  She had a boiler problem on the 18th and 
returned light to Southampton.  On 19 September, she sailed from 
Portsmouth but was unable to call at Yarmouth, Bournemouth or 
Swanage.  She moved to the Thames on 27 September. 

 
THAMES 
Bewl Water Cruises   The business was taken over by the Fennell 

family in October 2012. 
Lee & Stort Boat Co   Public trips from Bishop’s Stortford and 
Dobbs Weir have finished until next year, but Ware-Hertford trips 
are continuing at weekends. 
Thames Executive Charters   A plan to install a 25-m pontoon at 
Windsor has been turned down by the Borough Council. 
Thames Pleasure Cruises, Westminster   The owner of the COCKNEY 
SPARROW, Richard Maynard, died on 19 September after a long 
illness.  The COCKNEY SPARROW has been laid-up. 
London Duck Tours   The CLEOPATRA caught fire around noon on  
29 September between Lambeth and Westminster Bridges.  The 28 
passengers and two crew escaped into the river and were rescued by 
other boats.  The trips have since been confined to the roads. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Services from Poole run until 2 November, then 
winter fast ferry services are from Weymouth, generally twice 
weekly. The COMMODORE CLIPPER was at Falmouth from 8 to 25 
September for refit.  The cargo ro/ro ARROW was chartered as a 
replacement. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
 The RSPB is again organising avocet cruises on the Exe estuary.  
There are 19 cruises between 3 November and 2 March from Starcross 
in the MY QUEEN or from Topsham in the SEA DREAM II. 
Greenway Ferry   The LADY ELIZABETH was struck and damaged by the 
Dartmouth Steam Railway’s DITTISHAM PRINCESS on 2 August.  The LADY 
ELIZABETH was withdrawn for the rest of the season and replaced by 
the DARTMOUTH BELLE.  In mid-September, THE FAIRMILE had a gearbox 
problem and ended her season.  The CLIPPER has run from Torquay and 
Brixham to Dartmouth instead. 
Torpoint Ferry   The PLYM II was taken out of service on  
13 September for her triennial refit at Falmouth, and a reduced 
service will operate for about a month. 
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Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III will continue in 
November this year.  From 7 October to 30 November, sailings are on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays.  
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Swansea Community Boat Trust plans to replace the BLACK PRINCE with 
a new purpose-built vessel next year.   
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Newark Line River Cruises   The owner, Ken Butler, wants to retire 
and has advertised the business, with the SONNING, for sale for 
£195 000. 
Friends of the Cromford Canal   Trips were due to begin on  
28 September. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN ends her season on  
3 November and resumes on 28 March.  During the winter, the BEN-MY-
CHREE makes a round trip to Birkenhead on Saturdays and Sundays as 
usual, and visits Dublin on 22 and 29 December.  The cargo ro/ro 
ARROW (1998, 7606 gt) has been taken on a long-term charter; she 
will run during the BEN-MY-CHREE’s overhaul and during the TT Races 
   

MISCELLANY 

 The replica hull of the MEDWAY QUEEN was floated in the Bristol 
dry dock in late-September (not as reported in the August issue).  
It will be towed to the Medway. 
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            November 2013 
 

 
 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.  
The only changes in positions follow from the withdrawal of the 
BALMORAL. 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(1) City Cruises 2227    1(1)  City Cruises     5233 
2(2) Thames Luxury Ch 1771  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2905 
3(4)   Bateaux London       1379    3(3)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   2081 
4(5) Silver Fleet 1003  4(5)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1704 
5(6) Windermere Lake Cr  916  5(6)  French Brothers      1324  
6(7)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(7)  York/ChesterBoat     1310 
7(3) Waverley Excursions  693  7(8)  Thames Luxury Ch     1300 
8(8)   Capital Pleasure B.   622    8(9)  Salter's Steamers    1255 
9(9)   London Eye            602  9(10) Crown River Cruises  1058 
10(10) Thames Leisure        558    10(-) Thames Cruises       1048 
           
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's sailings on 9 and 10 October 
were cancelled by the weather.  She left the Thames on the 14th via 
Weymouth, and arrived in Glasgow on the 16th to complete her final 
trips of the season on 19 and 20 October.   

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Searles Sea Tours, Hunstanton   The SEA LION broke down and ran 
onto a sandbank during a storm on the evening of 11 October as the 
crew were trying to move her to shelter at King's Lynn.  The two 
crew were rescued by an RAF helicopter. 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises   Winter services, from 4 November to 30 March, 
between Westminster, the London Eye, Tower and Greenwich, are 
generally at 35 minute intervals.  On Christmas Day, there will be 
non-landing cruises from Westminster to the Tower. 
Thames River Services   Summer services to Greenwich and the 
Barrier finished on 3 November.  The winter service until 30 March 
has departures from Westminster to Greenwich every 40 minutes. 
London Duck Tours   With the DUKW craft barred from using the 

river, tours now include a cruise in one of City Cruises' boats.  
At weekends, there is a tour with a World War II theme, including a 
cruise in a "Dunkirk little ship", Complete Pleasure Boats' 
VISCOUNT.  
Salter's Steamers   Timetables published for 2014 show several 
changes from recent years'.  Oxford-Abingdon, Reading-Henley and 
Marlow-Henley services run from 24 May to 14 September, but others 
have shorter seasons.  Wallingford to Abingdon and Reading services 
run from 14 June to 7 September.  Marlow-Henley runs additionally 
on Fridays, but Marlow-Windsor runs only on Mondays from 16 June to 
8 September.  Windsor-Maidenhead runs from 17 June to 3 September.  
Windsor-Staines runs from 16 June to 12 September to a revised 
schedule, leaving Staines at 1110 and Windsor at 1630, with the 
boat doing three short cruises from Windsor in between.  
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SOUTH COAST 
Ross Boat Trips, Brighton   The THRESHER has been advertised for 
sale for £65 000. 
Brighton Sea Cruises plan to run THE BELLE between Arundel and 

Littlehampton again in 2014.   
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   A day cruise to the Jurassic Coast 
with time ashore at Seaton is scheduled for 26 July. 
Greenway Ferry   Greenway House is closed for the winter but will 
be open between 27 and 31 December when boats will run from 
Dartmouth to Greenway. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Winter one-hour cruises 
from Dartmouth are offered daily (except Mondays and Fridays) in 
November, December and February, and on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays in January. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III sheltered at 
Falmouth on 26-29 October.  The cargo ship IVOR B, bought in 2010 
to carry building materials, has been sold and is now the EVORA, 
under the flag of St Vincent and the Grenadines. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare   Winter trips to Flat Holm from Weston 
and Cardiff Bay (the Barrage south landing stage at Penarth) are 

being advertised for fishermen.  Some of next summer's Flat Holm 
trips are also due to go from Weston via Cardiff Bay. 
Bristol Ferry Boats   Daily services from the Centre to both 
Hotwells and Temple Meads are due to continue through the winter.  
Number Seven Boat Trips, Bristol, are running daily between the 
Centre and Hotwells, and at weekends to Temple Meads.    
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Bookings are now open for next year’s Manchester 
Ship Canal cruises which are scheduled for 60 dates between  
17 April and 12 October. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   Next year, the MANANNAN runs from  
28 March to 2 November, mainly serving Liverpool with some Belfast 
and Dublin sailings.  The BEN-MY-CHREE visits Dublin three times 
and Belfast eight times.  P&O's EXPRESS is chartered for six night-
time round trips between Larne and Douglas for the TT Races. 
   

MISCELLANY 

 The MEDWAY QUEEN replica was towed from Bristol to Avonmouth on 
31 October and is now waiting for fine weather for the tow to the 
Medway.  The tug engaged is the CHRISTINE which towed the KINGSWEAR 
CASTLE from the Medway to Dartmouth last December. 
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             December 2013 
 
           

 Looking back on 2013, there were very few new vessels.  
Arrivals on inland waters were the JENNIFER MAY at Stratford, 
competing with two other firms running sightseeing boats, the JOHN 
BUNYAN at Bedford, and the JOHN PINKERTON II on the Basingstoke 
Canal; new boats on the coast were the JOSEPHINE 2 at Mudeford and 
the YARMOUTH ROSE in the Isle of Wight.  Amongst other developments, 
the KINGSWEAR CASTLE returned to the Dart, the DEVON BELLE from 
Plymouth became THE BELLE in Sussex, and the boats built for Water 
Chariots' failed Olympic service found new homes.  Competition in 
Devon between the Dartmouth Steam Railway and Greenway Ferry 
continued; competition ended at Plymouth and started again at 
Falmouth on the St Mawes service.  The BALMORAL was laid-up in 
Bristol and the ROYAL DAFFODIL in Birkenhead.  A series of sinkings 
in Liverpool and a fire in London put an end to sightseeing trips in 
amphibious DUKWs.  It certainly hasn't been a dull year.   
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Waverley Excursions   Timetables have been published for the 
WAVERLEY's early season sailings on the Clyde, on 23-26 May, and to 
the Western Isles, from 27 May to 3 June, including trips from Oban 
and Kyle of Lochalsh as far north as Portree and Gairloch. 

 
THAMES 
French Brothers   Next year, short trips from Windsor will be 
offered daily from 15 February to 2 November, then at weekends to  
7 December.  The Runnymede to Windsor service runs from 12 April to 
14 September, Runnymede to Hampton Court from 16 June to  
11 September, and Maidenhead to Windsor from 27 May to 6 September.  
Steamboat trips are scheduled between Runnymede and Windsor for  
18 May and 21 September, and there are steamboat cruises from 
Windsor with afternoon tea on 25 May, 8 and 22 June, 20 July,  
10 and 24 August, and 7 September. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   A new ferry has been ordered from Tehnomont in 
Pula, Croatia (the yard that built the MILLENNIUM DIAMOND for City 
Cruises).  It will be similar to the SPIRIT OF GOSPORT, 32.9 m long 
and carrying 300 passengers. 

The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL is scheduled to offer 
cruises in the Solent on 20 dates from 31 May to 14 September, and 
Southampton-Poole on 25 August, cruises to Bournemouth Air Show on 
29, 30 and 31 August, and Poole-Southampton on 1 September. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Poole is served next year from 4 April to  
2 November, when both fast ferries are in service.  The COMMODORE 
CLIPPER does a Sunday round trip from Portsmouth to Cherbourg from 
25 May to 7 September. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
P J Moule, Kingsbridge   The RIVERMAID was advertised to run during 
the half-term holiday, from 31 October to 3 November.  Peter Moule 
is retiring after running the service for 40 years (apart from 
2010-2011 when the Dartmouth Steam Railway operated it).  The new 

owners are Derek Green, founder of China Records, and former Royal 
Marine Sergeant Robert Driscoll who will run the RIVERMAID next 
season as the Rivermaid Partnership. 
J Pill (Falmouth Pleasure Cruises)   The TAMAR BELLE is continuing 
to run from Falmouth to St Mawes this winter, competing with 
Cornwall Ferries. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III is due to run 
from 17 March to 8 November.  Sailings are daily except Sundays 
from 24 March to 11 October and on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays otherwise.  Sunday sailings run from 29 June to  
7 September.  There is a double trip on Saturdays 24 and 31 May, 
and for the Gig Weekend on 2 and 5 May. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG went to Sharpness in November for her 
refit. 
Flat Holm Project   Cardiff Council is to continue to run the 
island until April 2015 when it will be handed over to two unnamed 
national charitable organisations. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The evening commuter service timetable is to be 
changed in April so that Woodside calls cease and Seacombe has a 
service every 20 minutes instead of every half hour, as the morning 
commuter service is already. 
The Yellow Duckmarine, Liverpool   The four DUKW craft have been 
advertised for sale. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The MEDWAY QUEEN replica left Avonmouth on 15 November and was 
towed into her new tidal berth at Gillingham on the 19th.  The 
Preservation Society has no funds to continue fitting out the vessel 
and work is expected to stop this month. 
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Waverley Excursions   Timetable have been published for the 
WAVERLEY's sailings on the Clyde from 22 June to 24 August, and on 
18-19 October, day trips from Liverpool on 26 and 27 August to 
Llandudno, and South Coast sailings, from 10 to 23 September.  
There is trip from Poole, on 16 September, and none from Worthing, 
but South Coast sailings are otherwise similar to recent years'. 

 
NORTH EAST 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is being 
chartered by the RSPB on 11 dates from 10 May to 12 July and on six 
dates from 6 September to 4 October.  Bookings open on 1 March. 
YorkBoat   Sightseeing cruises run daily from 1 February to  
30 November.  Trips to land at Acaster Malbis for lunch or dinner 
at the 'Ship Inn' are on some Thursdays. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Waveney River Tours, Oulton Broad   The ENCHANTRESS will be 

offering trips from Snape from 25 April to 28 September. 
J Haresnape, owner of the 12-passenger restaurant boat LADY 
FLORENCE at Orford, is to introduce a vessel at Ipswich.  The ALLEN 
GARDINER has been owned by the family for 11 years, running from 
Durban in South Africa; she was built in 1942 as an air sea rescue 
launch, is 19.2 m long and could carry 45 passengers.  She has been 
transported to Rotterdam then sailed to Ipswich, arriving on  
21 November.  
 

THAMES 
 There will be a Tall Ships event in Greenwich on 5-9 September 
and a number of the Dutch sailing ships will be offering cruises on 
the river, as in 2012 and 2013. 
Guildford Boat House is in liquidation and the two boats are being 
sold by auction.  The business had been established on the River 
Wey for many years, trading until the 1970s as Leroy's Boat Hire.   
Windsor Duck Tours began operating in November, using a 26-seat 
craft, built in 2010 and resembling an ex-army DUKW.  The 55-minute 
Tours go on the roads and in the Thames. 
 

SOUTH COAST 

Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON is to have a £2 million refit.  
The present saloons will be completely refitted with new seating 
and catering outlets, two new lounges will be built on the open 
deck above, with open decks retained around them, and new sun decks 
will be on top of the new lounges.  She is due to return to service 
on 4 April. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL is to go to Falmouth in 
April for work on her hull to enable her to get a Class III 
passenger certificate.  A grant of £1.4 million from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund will pay for the work. 
Dorset Cruises, Poole, has bought the FAITHFULL SERVANT from D & P 
Faithfull of Portsmouth.  She will be renamed DORSET PRINCESS. 
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National Trust   Brownsea Island is open from 8 February at 
weekends, with boats from Sandbanks only, then daily from 22 March 
to 2 November, with full boat services from Poole and Sandbanks. 

 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
 The Dutch sailing ship MORGENSTER will be offering three-hour 
public cruises from Falmouth on 28-30 August as part of the 
Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta. 
Cremyll Ferry   A Royal Navy landing craft collided with the 
NORTHERN BELLE on 18 December, causing damage but no injuries. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The GRY MARITHA struck Crow Rock 
near St Mary's on 30 December and was dry-docked at Penzance for 
repairs.  She was ready to resume service on 6 January. 
St Mary's Boatmen's Association   The KINGFISHER OF ST MARY's has 
been advertised for sale by her owner, Alec Hicks, for £150 000. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Packet   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 38 dates from 
15 March to 16 November.  Day trips to Bath will be on 11 May,  
22 June, 27 July, 17 August and 14 September. 
Bristol Ferry Boats   Cruises to the Avon Gorge are on 11 dates 
between 9 April and 18 October. 
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Waverley Excursions   Timetables have been published for the 
WAVERLEY's sailings on the Bristol Channel, from 29 August to  
7 September, and on the Thames, from 26 September to 11 October.  
There are visits to Lundy on 29 and 31 August, a trip from Swansea 
and Porthcawl on 30 August, and sailings from Penarth, Clevedon, 
Minehead and Ilfracombe.  

 
NORTH EAST 
River Escapes, Newcastle   Cruises to the river mouth (at 1200 for 
3 hours) and upriver to Ryton (at 1230 for 2 hrs) run on Sundays 
from March to October and on Tuesdays and Thursdays from June to 
September. 
Apollo Canal & River Trips, Leeds, has ceased trading after two 
seasons.  The historic narrow boat APOLLO was leased from David 
Lowe who is now looking for new work for her. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  

Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   The ORWELL LADY has public cruises 
from 19 April to 1 November.  The afternoon cruise to Harwich is on 
most Wednesdays and Sundays from 27 April to 5  October, and on 
Fridays and Saturdays in July, August and September. 
 

THAMES 
The Electric Barge, Little Venice   The owner, Beauchamp Lodge 
Settlement, has been found guilty of running the BEAUCHAMP between 
January and July 2013 without a valid passenger certificate, and 
has to pay £3330 in fines and costs. 
Thames Steamers   The ALASKA will offer short public trips from 
Bourne End on Bank Holiday weekends, 24-26 May and 23-25 August. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The SPIRIT OF PORTSMOUTH's summer cruises include  
the Hamble, Medina and Beaulieu Rivers, cruises to Southampton, day 
trips to Ryde or Cowes, cruises to the Needles and Yarmouth (on  
9 and 24 June, 9 and 23 July, 9 and 22 August, and 6 September) and 
a new day trip to land at Lymington (19 July and 30 August). 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER II has suffered mechanical problems and 
went to Portchester on 31 January for repairs.  Until further 

notice, there is a revised timetable with a chartered vessel, 
initially the WIGHT SCENE.  
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON arrived in Portsmouth for her 
refit on 31 January. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The summer cruise programme includes two 
cruises to the Beaulieu River, on 11 July and 12 September. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole, do not plan to run any trips from 
Bournemouth this year after losses in the past three seasons.  
Trips from Poole to Swanage will run every day. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Western Lady Ferry Service   John Perrett, who bought the business 
in 1963 and ran it until 2005, died on 17 December.  The service 
was run by his son from 2005 until being taken over by the 
Dartmouth Steam Railway in 2012. 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Totnes sailings are daily 
from 5 April to 2 November.  The KINGSWEAR CASTLE runs from  
12 April to 2 November, doing cruises of 1 hr 15 mins; her Totnes 
sailings are on 27 days, with the first on 21 April.  On some 

Wednesdays, she does a two-hour "picnic cruise" at 1815.  
Plymouth Boat Trips   Trips up the Tamar run from 10 April to  
19 October, on 42 dates to Calstock and 16 to Morwellham.  The 
cruise to the River Yealm is offered on 18 dates from 20 April to 
14 September.  All show a big increase on last year. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Appledore and Instow Ferry Committee   The service will run from  
7 April to 31 October. 
Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, Bradford-on-Avon   Public trips are at 
weekends and on Wednesdays from 12 April to 2 November.  Trips to 
Bath, taking four hours each way, are on 27 June and 19 September. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE has 
public trips to Tewkesbury on Wednesdays from 7 May to  
24 September, and to Worcester on Thursdays 26 June, 31 July and  
21 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 

Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   Sailings follow the usual 
pattern, with two boats from 29 March to 2 November, and a three-
boat service between 5 and 27 April and from 24 May to 7 September.  
A new pier to serve Aira Force, on the north shore between 
Glenridding and Howtown, is due to open later this year. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE was taken out of 
service from 17 to 20 January and drydocked at Greenock so that a 
damaged stabiliser could be removed.  The MANANNAN was reactivated 
to replace her, with a chartered cargo ship. 
   

MISCELLANY 
 MV Balmoral Fund Ltd has been registered as a charity "to 
preserve and exhibit in sailing condition" the BALMORAL and to 
provide relevant "educational material".  They are soliciting 
donations to pay for a survey and refit. 
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NORTH EAST 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The KERRERA has been sold after two 
seasons at Whitby and was taken by road, reportedly to Kent. 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY went to Hull on 1 March for 
refit. 
 

THAMES 
Woolwich Ferry   The JOHN BURNS has gone to Hull for refit and 
arrived there on 20 February. 
City Cruises are introducing 45-minute sightseeing cruises from 
Tower Pier in the ELEANOR ROSE which is apparently having a 
"£250,000 revamp". 
Thames River Boats   Sailings from Westminster to Kew, Richmond and 
Hampton Court are due to resume on 12 April. 
French Brothers   Public trips have been unable to start so far 
this season because of flooding. 
Windsor Duck Tours   The craft was used in February to help people 

stranded by flooding at Wraysbury near Staines. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 A group is hoping to buy and restore the SOUTHERN QUEEN and 
WILLIAM ALLCHORN, formerly run from Eastbourne by Allchorn Pleasure 
Boats; they have been laid-up at Eastbourne for over four years. 
Action Boat, Littlehampton   The ferry service and the 12-passenger 
boat have been advertised for sale for £25 000. 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER II returned to service on 17 February.  
The WIGHT RYDER I is off from 3 to 18 March for refit at 
Portchester; the SOLENT CAT is substituting in the morning and 
evening. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON returned to Southampton on  
3 February after a brief refit, and her conversion is continuing in 
Empress Dock, Southampton. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Sailings between the islands and St-Malo were 
suspended between 6 and 19 February owing to a strike by French 
crew on the CONDOR RAPIDE. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH has gone to 
Fowey for her refit.  The first Jurassic Coast cruise of the season 
is on 21 April.  Day trips to Torquay and Brixham are on Thursdays 
from 22 May, and to Sidmouth on 24 May, 8 June, 22 July, 5, 6 and 
20 August, and 5 September. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   There were daily Totnes 
trips during the School half-term holiday, 15-22 February.  Day 
trips from Dartmouth to Salcombe are advertised to run on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 28 May to 10 September. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG's season is from 1 April to  
24 October.  The double service on peak Saturdays for staying 
visitors is not being repeated this year.  

HMS69/ Cardiff Cruises   Public trips are advertised at weekends 
from 5 April and are mostly 3-hour cruises round Flat Holm, leaving 
at 1130, but on some dates there are one-hour cruises in Cardiff 
Bay. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Gloucester Waterways Museum   Day trips are planned to Tewkesbury 
on 7 June, 5 July and 16 August, and to Sharpness on 29 June and  
24 August. 
Lincoln Boat Trips   The owner, Paul Owen, died on 23 November 
after a short illness.  He was 47 and had run the BRAYFORD BELLE 
since 2000.  The trips will continue this season, but contact 
details will change. 
Maritime Leisure Cruises, Boston   Afternoon public cruises run on 
most Wednesdays and Sundays from 29 June to 18 September.  4½-hour 
cruises into the Wash and River Welland are scheduled for ten dates 
from 24 May to 3 October. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
 The owner of Pennine Cruisers which runs two 12-passenger boats 
from Skipton has been ordered to pay £3600 in fines and costs after 
carrying 13 passengers on two occasions last year.  This firm is 
not related to Pennine Boat Trips of Skipton who run two larger 
boats. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Searles Sea Tours, Hunstanton   The SEA LION did not return to 
service after her accident in October and was sold in March.  Trips 
are now only in the amphibious craft. 
A Sage, Harwich   The ferry runs at weekends from 18 April to  
28 September, and daily from 5 May to 7 September. 
 

THAMES 
Lee & Stort Boat Co   Trips between Ware and Hertford are due to 
run at weekends, starting on 6 April.  Cruises from Bishop's 

Stortford will resume on 19 April. 
Woolwich Ferry   The JOHN BURNS arrived back in the Thames on  
31 March after her refit in Hull. 
Thames River Services   The summer schedule to Greenwich, with 
cruises to the Thames Barrier, began on 31 March.  The yard 
building the new vessel, Mustang Marine of Pembroke Dock, has gone 
into administration, so delivery will be delayed. 
Turk Launches   Trips between Kingston and Hampton Court started on 
29 March and run till 5 October.  Richmond sailings run from  
5 April to 28 September. 
French Brothers   Public trips from Windsor were able to begin on 
14 March. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Brighton Sea Cruises   THE BELLE will be operated under the new 
name MB Cruises.  Trips between Arundel and Littlehampton are due 
to resume on 17 April, though the boat has been advertised for sale 
for £75 000. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON returned to service on 4 April 
with the 1100 sailing from Southampton. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The OLIVER B will be running trips from 

Buckler's Hard daily from 5 April to 2 November. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
J & M Rackley, Dawlish and Starcross   The Starcross-Exmouth ferry 
runs from 5 April to 31 October. 
Greenway Ferry   Dartmouth to Greenway trips started on 8 March and 
run to 2 November on days when Greenway House is open; Totnes 
sailings are on most days from April to September.  Trips between 
Torquay and Brixham were due to resume on 4 April.  The day trip 
from Torquay and Brixham to Dartmouth with a cruise to Slapton in 
THE FAIRMILE is due to run daily from 19 April (though Monday 
sailings are only on Bank Holidays and from 26 May to 8 September). 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The EDGCUMBE BELLE has 
been sold to Cremyll Ferry.  Trips from Torquay and Brixham to 
Dartmouth and the Western Lady ferry began on 1 April.  To correct 
the February issue, the KINGSWEAR CASTLE is due to make 25 trips to 

Totnes this year, fewer than last year. 
Cremyll Ferry   The NORTHERN BELLE has not yet returned to service 
after the collision in December, and the service has been 
maintained by the ISLAND PRINCESS.  The EDGCUMBE BELLE has been 
bought and entered service on 16 March.  Originally the HUMPHREY 
GILBERT, built for British Railways' Dartmouth-Kingswear service, 
she previously ran in Plymouth between 1980 and 1984. 
Calstock Ferry   The service between Calstock and Cotehele is being 
reopened on 18 April.  The boat will run at weekends until October, 
and daily in the school summer holidays. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The service to Fowey runs from 28 April to  
1 October, with three to five round trips daily. 
Enterprise Boats, Falmouth   The MOYANA is advertised to make 
cruises to the Helford River this summer. 
Bryher Boat Services   The owners, David and Kathy Stedeford, are 
retiring.  The Tresco Estate has bought the FIRETHORN OF BRYHER and 
two 12-passenger jet boats, and will run them from 1 May.  
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69/ Cardiff Cruises   The first cruise around Flat Holm is now 

advertised for 19 April 
Swansea Community Boat Trust   The BLACK PRINCE was sold in 
November after running in Swansea for two years.  A new 43-
passenger boat, 17.1 m long, is being built by Colecraft at Southam 
in Warwickshire and will be named COPPER JACK. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The new ferry timetable started on 31 March.  
Commuter services on Mondays to Fridays now serve Seacombe only, 
with morning departures from Seacombe every 20 minutes from 0720 to 
0940, and evening services from Liverpool every 20 minutes from 
1700 to 1840.  During the day and at weekends, hourly river cruises 
serve Liverpool, Seacombe and Woodside.  Other cruises include 
three-hour bird-watching cruises into Liverpool Bay on 25 June,  
9 July and 4 October, and cruises into the docks on 10 August and, 
in aid of New Brighton lifeboat station, on 31 August. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE will be dry-docked 
between 19 and 21 June for replacement of the stabiliser damaged in 

January. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY went to Greenock on 5 May for 
dry-docking.  She is due to start her season on 23 May.  

 
THAMES 
R P Mahony (Dover White Cliffs Tours) has offered the business for 
sale, at £85 000 including a pontoon, or £30 000 for the boat 
alone.  The SOUTHERN QUEEN was originally the HEART's CONTENT at 
Plymouth and Dartmouth, then the CALDEY QUEEN at Saundersfoot and 
Tenby, and has been at Dover since 2001. 
City Cruises announced on 22 April that it had taken over Blue Line 
Cruises of Poole. 
Thames Clippers ran additional services between central London, 
Canary Wharf and Putney during strikes on London Underground on  
29-30 April. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
MB Cruises, Arundel   THE BELLE is due to resume trips between 

Arundel and Littlehampton this month.    
Red Funnel Ferries will take over the free bus service between 
Southampton Central station and the Town Quay on 12 May; it will 
run every half hour and passengers without tickets for Red Funnel's 
ferries will have to pay a fare.  
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL left for dry docking at 
Falmouth on 7 April. 
Dorset Cruises, Poole   The FAITHFULL SERVANT has been renamed 
DORSET DUCHESS, not DORSET PRINCESS as reported previously. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   The business has been taken over by City 
cruises.  The company, owned by Kevin Walters, had run the SOLENT 
SCENE since 1998, and he will remain as skipper and manager.  The 
SOLENT SCENE returned to service from Poole on 23 April after a 
refit at Gosport, and is offering harbour cruises.  From 24 May to 
30 September, there are daily trips to Swanage, leaving Poole at 
1045 and 1530.  Evening coastal cruises from Poole and Swanage are 
on Fridays from 9 May to 18 July.  The JURASSIC SCENE has 
reportedly been sold for whale-watching cruises in Iceland.  
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   The BORNHOLM EXPRESS has been bought from 

Denmark for around £3.3 million.  She was built in 2006 in 
Singapore, is 41 m long and can carry 245 passengers at 25 knots.  
The upper passenger deck is open.  She operated a summer passenger 
service between Simrishamn in Sweden and the Danish islands of 
Bornholm and Christiansø, but is being sold because the owners lost 
a contract to carry mail to Bornholm.   She arrived in Cherbourg on 
26 April after sailing from Bornholm via the Kiel Canal.  Details 
of her new name and service are awaited.  Sailings to Alderney from 
Diélette by the VICTOR HUGO are on 8 May, 7 June, 21 July,  
4 August, and 13 and 14 September.  There is also a sailing by the 
MARIN MARIE from Granville and Jersey to Alderney on 4 August, a 
public holiday ("Cavalcade Day") on the island. 



TRIP OUT Page 2 May 2014 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Condor Ferries hope to acquire the AUSTAL HULL 270, a 102-m 
trimaran built in Australia in 2010 but so far unused.  It would 
replace two of the present vessels, but a new berth costing £10 
million would be needed at Weymouth.  

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH returned from 
her refit at Polruan on 1 May after being re-engined.  The first 
coastal cruise of the season is now due on 7 May. 
Brixham Express   Torbay Council has awarded a five-year contract 
to this new company to run a year-round service between Torquay and 
Brixham.  Brixham Express is owned by the O'Driscoll family of Cape 
Clear Island in Ireland who run the ferry service to Rathlin Island 
in Northern Ireland.  A 100-passenger catamaran will be built for 
the Tor Bay service which is due to start next winter. 
Torpoint Ferry   There was a reduced service from 4 April while the 
TAMAR II is refitted at Falmouth. 
G Hudson, Falmouth   The Flushing ferry has been leased to Mr 
Newman.  The MIRANDA is to be replaced by the LOOK AHEAD II. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69/ Cardiff Cruises   The DAME SHIRLEY's cruises around Flat 
Holm are due to leave Cardiff at 1130 and Penarth Pier at 1230, but 
the Penarth calls cannot start until a new gangway is obtained. 

Swansea Community Boat Trust   Delivery of the new COPPER JACK is 
now expected in mid-May, and trips should resume later in May. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Avonbelle River Boat Trips, Upton-upon-Severn   The AVON BELLE has 
been offered for sale for £42 500, but is still running from Upton. 
 

NORTH WEST 
National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port   The CENTAUR is making a 
day return trip to Chester on 17 May. 
Foulridge Canal Cruises   There are no trips advertised from 
Burnley this year.  Public cruises from Foulridge are on Sundays 
until 26 October. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 MV Balmoral Fund has raised £110 000 and the BALMORAL is due to 
go to Sharpness on 13 May for dry-docking. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY left dry dock on 18 May and 
entered service from Glasgow on the 23rd as scheduled. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   Trips in one of the GLAD TIDINGS boats to land 
on Holy Island are on 43 dates from 13 May to 22 October. 
Nexus   Afternoon river cruises are on most Sundays from 8 June to 
5 October and on some Fridays. 
 

THAMES 
JGF Passenger Boats, Walton-on-Thames, has bought the BRISSAGO from 
Hameln in Germany.  She was towed across the North Sea in May and 
is now at Kingston.  She was built by Lux-Werft in 1970 as the 
STADT BLECKEDE and has run on the Elbe and Weser as the WAPPEN VON 
BODENWERDER, DRAWEHN then BRISSAGO.  She is 29 m long and could 
carry 298 passengers.  She will be renamed PRIDE OF SURREY and will 
be used for charters, with a lower deck dining capacity of 90. 

(BRISSAGO courtesy JGF Boats) 

Basingstoke Canal Society   The JOHN PINKERTON II made a profit of 
over £34 000 in 2013.  The JOHN PINKERTON has been sold for private 
use, but will run special trips from Aldershot to the Farnborough 
Air Show on 19-20 July before being handed over. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The new ferry being built in Croatia will be named 
HARBOUR SPIRIT. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL arrived back in 
Southampton on 18 May after her refit at Falmouth.  She made her 
first passenger sailing of the season on 31 May. 
Needles Pleasure Cruises   As part of an Isle of Wight Festival of 
the Sea this month, there will be evening cruises from Yarmouth to 
the Needles on the 16th and 17th, to Lymington on the 18th and 19th 

and to Hurst Castle on the 22nd.   
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   The JURASSIC SCENE left Poole on 28 May 
for new owners, called at Ballycastle for bunkers, and arrived in 
Akranes, Iceland, on 3 June.  She has been renamed GULLFOSS. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   The BORNHOLM EXPRESS will be renamed 
GRANVILLE and run from Granville, replacing the MARIN MARIE which 
has been advertised for sale with delivery in early July.  The 
BORNHOLM EXPRESS apparently uses only half as much fuel as the 
MARIN MARIE.   
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next winter's bird-watching cruises 
are on 14 dates between 8 November and 7 March. 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Last year, the company's 
boats carried 249 985 passengers, up 29% from 2012.  They will not 
be sailing from Teignmouth this year; trips started in 2011, 
sailing to Torquay and Dartmouth with passengers returning by bus.   

J Pill (Falmouth Pleasure Cruises)   The TAMAR BELLE is running to 
St Mawes from the Custom House Quay, leaving hourly from 0945 to 
1645. 
St Ives Boat Rides offer trips in a 12-seat RIB and this year have 
started a "park and ride" service from Hayle to St Ives. 
Tresco Boat Services   The Tresco Estate took over the services of 
Bryher Boat Services on 1 May. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69/ Cardiff Cruises   The company is offering the HMS69 business 
as a franchise to boat operators in other cities.  HMS69 would 
market evening parties for young people while the boats' owners 
could continue public trips and charters. 
Swansea Community Boat Trust   The COPPER JACK was delivered by 
road to Swansea on 30 May and is due to enter service on 7 June. 

(COPPER JACK courtesy owners) 

 
WEST WALES 
Tenby Sea Cruises   The PRIDE OF TENBY has been renamed ESKABELLE, 
resembling her previous name of ESK BELLE II.  She has been 
advertised for sale for £240 000, but is running this season. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Avonbelle River Boat Trips, Upton-upon-Severn   The AVON BELLE has 
been sold and moved to Redhill Marina on the River Soar in 
Nottinghamshire where she has been offered for sale for £50 000. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Coniston Launch was the buyer last year of the CYGNET from Cardiff 
(listed on page 103 of 'Trip Out 2013/14').  She entered service 
during last summer.   
 

MISCELLANY 
 The BALMORAL sailed from Bristol to Avonmouth on 13 May and 
went into dry dock at Sharpness the next day.  She is expected to 

leave the dock on 6 June. 
The EMERAUDE FRANCE left Tilbury on 14 May for Greece.  She had 

been laid-up since 6 September 2007 when she completed a season with 
the Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. 
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THAMES 
City Cruises   The MILLENNIUM DIAMOND hit Tower Bridge at about 
1200 on 4 June.  Some of the 126 passengers and 4 crew suffered 
injuries and five were taken to hospital.  The vessel was not 
seriously damaged and was back in service within days.  
London Duck Tours plan to resume trips in the river on 8 July after 
modifications to the craft which have been approved by the MCA.   
JGF Passenger Boats, Walton-on-Thames   After a visit to the 
boatyard at Eel Pie Island, Twickenham, the BRISSAGO is now moored 
near Shepperton.  
John Cale Canal Cruises, Mytchett, is no longer trading and the 
MERLIN has left the Basingstoke Canal. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
MB Cruises, Arundel   THE BELLE made her first trips of the season 
between Littlehampton and Arundel on 7 June.  She is not running 
every day and times vary, being announced at short notice. 

Blue Funnel Cruises   A Lymington-Cowes service will run as usual 
during Cowes Week, leaving Lymington at 0830 and Cowes at 1830 
daily from 2 to 9 August. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   The GRANVILLE made her first passenger trip 
on 24 June from Diélette to Guernsey, and has since visited Jersey 
and Sark.  The owners have confirmed that passengers will be 
allowed on the GRANVILLE's open upper deck.  The VICTOR HUGO has 
been off service at Cherbourg since early June, leaving the MARIN 
MARIE to maintain services.  The MARIN MARIE is due to make her 
final trip from Granville to Jersey on 5 July before leaving for 
new owners in Africa.  She had spent 11 years running to the 
Channel Islands after originally operating in French Polynesia. 

 GRANVILLE (Manche Iles Express) 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69/ Cardiff Cruises   The DAME SHIRLEY made her first public 
trip from Penarth on 22 June.  Cruises around Flat Holm from 
Cardiff and Penarth are scheduled on alternate weekends until  
31 August. 
 

 
MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Foxton Boat Services   The veteran wooden VAGABOND has been retired 
after running from Foxton for over 40 years.  Her replacement is 
the HARRY STEVENS from Guildford which has been renamed VAGABOND 
II.  Short public trips are at weekends and on fine afternoons in 
the school holidays. 
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IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN's sailings on 17 June 
were cancelled for repairs.  The BEN-MY-CHREE was dry-docked at 
Birkenhead between 19 and 21 June for replacement of the stabiliser 

damaged last winter.  She made an evening cruise round the island 
on 28 June. 
   

MISCELLANY 
 The BALMORAL returned to Bristol on 8 June after survey and 
some repairs at Sharpness. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The KERRERA, sold and transported to Kent 
in February, has been repurchased and returned to Whitby in May. 
T Machin, Scarborough   The CORONIA's refit was delayed and no yard 
is now available so she will not be running this season.  The REGAL 
LADY is running alone. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Huntingdon Passenger Cruises   THE CAPTAIN'S TABLE is under new 
ownership this year and is due to move from Huntingdon to a new 
base in Ely. 
 

THAMES 
 A tall ships regatta is taking place at Greenwich from  
5 to 9 September.  Corporate hospitality and public cruises from 
Woolwich will be offered by the Dutch GALLANT, GULDEN LEEUW, IRIS, 
J R TOLKIEN, JANTJE, LOTH LORIEN, MERCEDES, MORGENSTER, 

OOSTERSCHELDE, TECLA and THALASSA, carrying up to 150 passengers. 
Lady Essex, Wallasea Island   The LADY ESSEX III has been sold to 
Oban Marina and is running between Oban and the marina on Kerrera.  
She could carry 40 passengers, but was latterly limited to 12; the 
new owners are to restore her passenger certificate. 
Woolwich Ferry   The ERNEST BEVIN was at Hull for a refit, from  
9 June to late July. 
City Cruises   The MILLENNIUM TIME collided with a barge on 17 July 
near Blackfriars.  Six passengers suffered minor injuries and the 
vessel is off service for repairs. 
Bateaux London   The NATICIA has been sold.  She was built in 
Woolwich for Catamaran Cruisers which later became Bateaux London, 
in the French-owned Sodexo Group.  
London Party Boats, owners of the LONDON BELLE, have bought the 
NATICIA which is to be renamed JEWEL OF LONDON.   
 

SOUTH COAST 
 The pavilion at the shore end of Eastbourne Pier was gutted by 
fire on 30 July and the pier is closed.  Ships haven't called there 
since the landing stage was damaged by the BALMORAL in 2003. 
Wightlink   When the ST HELEN was unloading at Fishbourne at 2220 

on 18 July, the upper vehicle deck collapsed as it was being 
lowered, injuring four people who were taken to hospital.  She 
returned to service on 25 July, but with the upper vehicle decks 
out of use. 
Nauti Fast Ferries is the name of a new company proposing to start 
a Portsmouth-Cowes service.  The vessels would be catamarans built 
by CTruk at Brightlingsea, initially limited to 12 passengers but 
possibly later having certificates for 40. 
Isle of Wight Council has obtained government funding for a new 
chain ferry to replace the current one, and for road improvements 
in East Cowes to serve a new Red Funnel terminal.  
White Horse Ferries   The HOTSPUR IV has been off service for refit 
and there are suggestions she will not be returning to service.  
The WILD ROSE of Hurst Castle Ferries has been chartered when 
needed to replace the GREAT EXPECTATIONS C D. 

http://www.degallant.nl/
http://www.guldenleeuw.com/
http://www.de-iris.nl/
http://www.restchart.com/en/j-r-tolkien/
http://www.sailing-jantje.nl/
http://www.restchart.com/en/loth-lorien-2/
http://www.zeilbrik.org/
http://www.tallshipthalassa.nl/en/
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Blue Line Cruises, Poole   Contact details are now those of the 
parent company, City Cruises in London.  The GULLFOSS (ex JURASSIC 
SCENE) is now in service in Iceland, doing whale-watching and 
angling trips from Akranes and Reykjavik. 

Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   One of the chains broke 
on the morning of 16 July; the service was suspended for two days. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER touched rocks off Guernsey 
on 14 July and, after an inspection at St Peter Port, has gone to 
Falmouth for repairs.  She is expected to resume on 26 August.  Two 
cargo ferries, the ARROW and MN TOUCAN have been chartered. 
Isle of Sark Shipping Co   The SARK BELLE is offering a cruise 
around the east and south coasts of Guernsey on Sundays from 11 May 
to 31 August at 1300.  The fare is £24.99 for 2 hrs 15 mins.  
Manche Iles Express   The MARIN MARIE returned to service in July, 
replacing the VICTOR HUGO until 18 July. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The DART VENTURER is 
doing a cruise from Brixham and Torquay to off Dawlish on 23 August 
for the Dawlish Air Show. 
Rivermaid, Kingsbridge   The RIVERMAID's refit was delayed and her 
season was eventually scheduled to begin on 9 July.  Evening trips 

to land at South Pool were advertised for 15 July and 11 September.  
Contact details are unchanged from previous seasons. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The business, established in 2000, is being 
advertised for sale for £350 000 as the owner plans to retire. 
Cornwall Ferries, Falmouth, will run from the Prince of Wales to 
the Docks during the Tall Ships event on 28-31 August.    
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG is being chartered by the Clevedon 
Pier & Heritage Trust for two cruises on 10 August from Clevedon 
around the Holms, leaving at 0900 and 1500. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Enlli Charters, Pwllheli   The HIGHLANDER II has been sold to a 
Danish company providing transport to wind farms, and replaced by a 
12-passenger boat. 
Lancaster Canal Boats   The business, including the KINGFISHER, has 
been advertised for sale for £350 000. 
 

OBITUARY 

 Ian MacMillan died suddenly on 20 July.  He had worked as an 
engineer aboard the PRINCE IVANHOE, BALMORAL and WAVERLEY and was 
involved in the management of the ships, becoming chairman of 
Waverley Excursions Ltd.   
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her Clyde season on  
24 August, but bad weather delayed her voyage to Liverpool so the 
trip from Liverpool on the 26th August was cancelled.  She sailed 
from Liverpool to North Wales on the 27th but was unable to call at 
Llandudno.  She was again stormbound and spent two days anchored 
off Colwyn Bay while Bristol Channel sailings on the 29th and 30th 
were cancelled.  She began her Bristol Channel sailings on  
31 August. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Thorpe Ferry Community Interest Co has been set up to revive a 
ferry across the River Yare between Thorpe St Andrew near Norwich 
and Whitlingham.  A four-passenger boat will run between May and 
September. 
Huntingdon Passenger Cruises   The CAPTAIN'S TABLE is now based at 
Ely. 
Sailing Barge Victor has offered regular afternoon cream tea and 

supper cruises from Ipswich.  Next winter, the RSPB is offering a 
programme of ten bird-watching cruises from Harwich.  
'Viking Saga', Maldon, made a 3-hour cruise on 31 August to view 
the Radio Caroline ship ROSS REVENGE, laid up in the River 
Blackwater. 
 

THAMES 
Lee & Stort Boat Co   Since 6 August, the WC4 has been offering 
daily 45-minute cruises through the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in 
Stratford. 
Thames Clippers has announced a new sponsorship deal with credit 
card company MBNA.  The craft have a new livery, advertising MBNA 
instead of KPMG, and an additional vessel is to be introduced next 
year. 
Thames Cruises   The CHEVENING has been rebuilt after a long lay-
up, and has a new wheelhouse and upper saloon.  She has been 
renamed RIVER PRINCESS. 
Colliers Launches   As usual, the PRINCESS FREDA went to Reading to 
run ferry services to the Reading Festival, held on 28-30 August.  
Basingstoke Canal Society   After final passenger trips in July, 
the JOHN PINKERTON left in August for Hungerford where the new 

owner is to use her as shop selling and hiring bicycles. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER left Falmouth on 21 August 
and resumed cargo service the next day; she took up her normal 
schedule from 26 August.  On 20 August, Condor confirmed that it 
had purchased the 102-m trimaran AUSTAL HULL 270, built in 2010 but 
so far unused.  It will be refitted by Austal in the Philippines 
before entering service in the spring from Poole, replacing two of 
the present catamarans, with sailings from Weymouth ceasing. 
Manche Iles Express   The MARIN MARIE has been delivered to new 
owners in Gabon, west Africa. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next year's Exeter Ship Canal 
cruises will be on 27 May, 10 and 26 June, 10, 25 and 26 June, and 
7 and 23 September. 

Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The government is to provide £7.3 
million towards harbour improvements at Penzance and St Mary's, 
with the work due to be completed by March 2015. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG's cruises from Clevedon on 10 August 
were cancelled because of the weather forecast.  She is offering a 
coastal trip on 15 September from Bideford to Ilfracombe, with 
return by coach, and an additional day trip from Bideford to Lundy 
at a reduced fare of £25 on 28 September.  
 

NORTH WEST 
A Gray, Pwllheli, plans to retire and has offered the business, 
with the SHEARWATER, for sale.    
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN, already running on 
three out of four engines, suffered further engine problems on  
25 August, leaving passengers stranded in Liverpool.  She resumed 
service the following afternoon. 

   
OBITUARY 

 Sincere apologies for a stupid mistake in the last issue where 

Ian McMillan's name was spelt wrongly. 
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 The summer of 2014 brought much fine weather which was a relief 
after the storms, heavy rain and floods of the winter.  June, July 
and September were generally warm, dry and sunny, but there was a 
cool and showery spell in August. 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   After arriving on the Bristol Channel, the 
WAVERLEY completed her six remaining days' sailings before a smooth 
voyage to Weymouth, ready to begin South Coast sailings on  
10 September.  On the 17th, she only managed a single trip from 
Weymouth to Southampton, with calls at Swanage, Bournemouth and 
Ryde cancelled by the weather.  On the 14th, 23rd and 24th, evening 
calls at Bournemouth were impossible because of sea conditions.  
Her sailing on 25 September was cancelled because of a boiler 
problem, but she was able to sail in the evening to the Thames to 
begin her sailings on the 26th from Whitstable, as scheduled.  

 

THAMES 
Woolwich Ferry   The JAMES NEWMAN arrived in Hull for a refit on  
7 September. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Edwards & Co, Hayling Island   At Portsmouth Magistrates Court on 
23 September, the company pleaded guilty to carrying over 12 
passengers on the uncertificated TINA MARIA on four occasions last 
winter.  They have to pay fines and costs totalling £12 340. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED OSPREY is to be refurbished like the 
RED FALCON.  The work, costing £2.2 million, will be done in 
Southampton between January and Easter next year.  
Isle of Wight Council is considering reintroducing charges for foot 
passengers to help finance a new floating bridge which would be 
ordered for delivery in 2016. 
White Horse Ferries   The trimaran URIAH HEEP, built in 1999 for 
service on the Thames and laid-up in Kent since 2000, is being 
refitted for possible use on the Hythe ferry.  She was towed to 
Hythe on 10 September. 
Blue Line Cruises, Poole   The SOLENT SCENE made the last trips of 
the season to Swanage on 28 September.  She offers 45-minute 

harbour cruises in October and these will continue on certain dates 
through the winter. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The service will be 
suspended in November for the ferry's two-yearly refit. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   There are limited services in winter from 
Granville to Jersey: eight trips in October, ten between 6 December 
and 3 January, four in February and four in March.  
 



TRIP OUT Page 2 October 2014 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
 As usual, the RSPB is offering a programme of avocet cruises on 
the Exe estuary.  From 9 November to 1 March, there are 12 cruises 
from Topsham in the SEA DREAM II.  Cruises from Starcross in the MY 

QUEEN are not scheduled this year. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III made an extra 
trip on Sunday 21 September after the islands' airport had been 
closed by fog. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   Another Bideford-Ilfracombe coastal trip is 
advertised for 13 October. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Avon Leisure Cruises, Evesham   The owner, David Smith, has 
advertised the business for sale and plans to retire. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Liverpool Boat Charter were the buyers of the 38-passenger SKYLARK 
from the defunct Yellow Duckmarine.  She returned to service in 
July, offering 40-minute cruises around the south docks from 
Salthouse Dock.  The SKYLARK had been in Liverpool since 2009 when 
she was bought from Whitby.  The firm already ran a 12-passenger 
motor cruiser specialising in stag and hen parties.   

 
IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   Repairs to the MANANNAN were 
completed in September and she is now running on all four engines.  
Her season ends on 2 November and she resumes on 26 March.  During 
the winter, the BEN-MY-CHREE as usual has a round trip to 
Birkenhead on Saturdays and Sundays, from 8 November to 22 March.  
She sails from Douglas to Dublin on 20 and 27 December. 
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 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.   

 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(1) City Cruises 2358    1(1)  City Cruises     5446 
2(2) Thames Luxury Ch 1771  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2905 
3(3)   Bateaux London       1039    3(3)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   2081 
4(4) Silver Fleet 1003  4(4)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1704 
5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  916  5(5)  French Brothers      1324  
6(6)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(6)  York/ChesterBoat     1310 
7(7) Waverley Excursions  693  7(7)  Thames Luxury Ch     1300 
8(-)   Dartmouth SR&RB Co    630  8(10) Thames Cruises       1248 
9(8)   Capital Pleasure B.   622    9(8)  Salter's Steamers    1105  
10(9)  London Eye            602 10(9)  Crown River Cruises  1058 
           
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was unable to sail from Margate, 
Whitstable and Southend on 7 October and sailings on the 8th and 
9th were also cancelled by the weather.  She completed her Thames 
sailings on 12 October and reached Weymouth on the 14th but was 
then stormbound so Clyde sailings on 18-19 October were cancelled.  
She sailed to Southampton on 25 October and was expected to stay 
there for a fortnight before returning to Glasgow. 

 
THAMES 
Hire Cruisers, Maidstone, was taken over by the Kennedy family in 
September from Tony Cheeseman who had run the KENTISH LADY II for 
11 years.  Public trips continued to 2 November. 
City Cruises   Winter services between Westminster, the London Eye, 
Tower and Greenwich are half-hourly. 
Thames River Services   Winter sailings between Westminster and 
Greenwich are, as usual, at 40-minute intervals. 
Crown River Cruises   The "circular cruise" runs hourly in winter 
from Westminster, Embankment and St Katharine's only. 
Salter's Steamers   Next year Oxford-Abingdon, Reading-Henley and 
Marlow-Henley services run from 23 May to 13 September.  

Wallingford to Abingdon and Reading services run only between  
6 July and 30 August.  The Marlow-Windsor sailing runs on Mondays 
between 15 June and 7 September.  Windsor to Maidenhead and Staines 
services are offered only to parties of 20 or more. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Edwards & Co, Hayling Island   The service has been suspended since 
7 October and is not expected to resume before 10 November.  The 
PRIDE OF HAYLING has been off for repairs since last winter while 
the 12-passenger TINA MARIA was damaged on 7 October. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON left on 3 November for Falmouth 
where she is to be dry-docked. 
United Motor Boats, Christchurch   A "fun day" was held at Tuckton 
Bridge on 1 November to mark the 80th anniversary of the "HEADLAND" 
boats which were designed for the shallow waters of the harbour. 
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Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry was stopped 
on 23-24 October after one of the chains broke.  On 4 November, the 
ferry was towed to Southampton for refit and the service is 
suspended for four to six weeks. 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The new Torquay-Brixham service is now due to 
start in December. 
Greenway Ferry   The LADY ELIZABETH was repaired after being 
damaged in August 2013, but has apparently not been given a 
passenger certificate, so Dartmouth-Totnes trips have not operated 
this year.  In December, there will be a Dartmouth-Greenway service 
at weekends and on the 29th, 30th and 31st when Greenway House will 
be open.  
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   One-hour cruises from 
Dartmouth run on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays through the 
winter and (except in January) at weekends. 
G H Pill, Falmouth   The MEDINA MIST, limited to 12 passengers 
since 2009, regained a certificate for 50 passengers this year.  
She offered cruises up the Fal as well as angling trips.   
J Pill (Falmouth Pleasure Cruises)   The TAMAR BELLE ran all season 
to St Mawes under a contract with Cornwall Ferries. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The GRY MARITHA was dry-docked in 
October and is due to return to service on 7 November; the 

SCILLONIAN III has been carrying cargo.  Her last trip of the 
season, on 8 November, is being offered at a day return fare of 
£10.  Next year, the ship runs from 16 March to 7 November, with 
sailings daily (except Sundays) from 30 March to 10 October, and 
otherwise on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays.  There is 
a double trip on 1, 4, 23 and 30 May.  Sunday sailings are from  
5 July to 13 September. 
St Mary's Boatmen's Association   The SEAHORSE has been advertised 
for sale by the owner, Steve Hicks, for £200 000. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   In the winter timetable, from 3 November, the 
daytime cruises take 20 minutes from Liverpool to Seacombe and 20 
minutes from Woodside to Liverpool; in the past, the winter service 
has gone directly to Seacombe, then made a 30-minute cruise upriver 
between Woodside and Liverpool.  Next year, Manchester Ship Canal 
cruises are scheduled for 44 dates between 4 April and 14 October, 
compared with 60 trips this year. 
 

ISLE OF MAN 

Laxey Towing Co   The KARINA ended her season a week early, on  
5 October, owing to the weather forecast. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY left Southampton on 20 November, 
sheltered off North Devon and called at Ilfracombe the next day, 
finally reaching Glasgow on the 23rd.  Timetables have been 
published for sailings on the Clyde on 21-25 May, marking the 40th 
anniversary of the WAVERLEY's first trips under PSPS ownership, and 
a visit to the Western Isles from 26 May to 2 June. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY went to Hull on 9 November 
for a refit. 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington  The YORKSHIRE BELLE went to 
Paull on the Humber on 6 November for her refit. 
YorkBoat   Next year, cruises will run daily from 2 February to  
29 November. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
A Sage, Harwich, plans to retire and is offering the business for 
sale.  The 12-passenger boats carries 14 000 passengers a year.    

 
THAMES 
Woolwich Ferry   The JAMES NEWMAN returned to London in November 
from her refit in Hull. 
King Cruises, Westminster   The owners, Steve and Lynne Jones, have 
retired and sold the business, with the ARCADIAN KING EDWARD, to 
Gary Hancock. 
Thames Executive Charters is bankrupt and the boats are to be sold.  
The fleet includes THE GEORGIAN and six other vessels, based in 
London and at Bray. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Edwards & Co, Hayling Island   The service resumed on 4 December 
after a break of eight weeks. 
Wightlink announced on 24 November that the Yarmouth route will be 
reduced to a two-ship service, with hourly sailings in summer and 
winter.  One of the present ferries will be transferred to the 
Fishbourne route, replacing the ST HELEN which is to be sold.  
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON returned from Falmouth on  
26 November.  The RED JET 5 has been advertised for sale by brokers 
and Red Funnel is planning to order a replacement. 

City Cruises Poole has bought the ESKABELLE (ex PRIDE OF TENBY) 
from Tenby.  She was built at Portsmouth as the DIANA S, then ran 
from Whitby as the ESK BELLE II.  She has been refitted at Cremyll, 
painted with a red hull and renamed ISLAND SCENE.  She left 
Plymouth on 26 November and arrived in Poole the next morning. 

 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The last sailing from Weymouth will be on  
23 March.  Poole services will be maintained by the new AUSTAL HULL 
270, referred to by Condor as the "Condor 102", and there is 
generally just one round trip daily to Guernsey and Jersey.  On 
peak days, there are two round trips, with the first sailing 
leaving Poole between 0230 and 0630, depending on tides, and a 
second sailing in the afternoon. 
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Isle of Sark Shipping Co   Afternoon cruises to the south coast of 
Guernsey will run on Sundays from 24 May to 30 August. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   A day trip to land at Seaton is 

scheduled for 19 July. 
Brixham Express   The new catamaran, apparently being built in 
Ireland, is not ready, so the PRIDE OF EXMOUTH is being chartered.  
She offered a free trial service between Torquay and Brixham on  
23-26 November.  A daily service started on 1 December with a 
single fare of £5.  The timetable is aimed at commuters with 
Brixham departures on Mondays to Fridays hourly from 0700 to 1800 
(except 1000, 1400 and 1500), and a reduced service at weekends.  
There have been several cancellations because of weather 
conditions, and very few passengers. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Dockyard cruises this month are on Tuesdays 
at 1115, 1245 and 1415, and on Saturdays at 1145 and 1415. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG was dry-docked in Sharpness in 
November.  Next year, she sails from 31 March to 23 October. 
Avon River Cruises has this year been taken over by Number Seven 
Boat Trips.  The SILVER SALMON continues as a charter boat. 
 

WEST WALES 

Tenby Sea Cruises   After three seasons at Tenby, the ESKABELLE (ex 
PRIDE OF TENBY) has been sold for service at Poole. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   Next year, the MANANNAN runs from  
26 March to 8 November.  There are Belfast sailings from Easter 
until 27 September, and Dublin is served at Easter, then from  
31 May to 2 September.  Services from Larne for the TT Races using 
P&O's EXPRESS are between 3 and 15 June. 
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EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   The ORWELL LADY has public trips 
from 4 April to 4 October.  Afternoon cruises to Harwich are 
generally on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, but there are also 
afternoon tea cruises, Sunday lunch cruises and evening cruises.  
Tickets are sold by the Tourist Information Centre. 
 

THAMES 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The Tilbury ferry did not 
run on 11-13, 15 and 18-19 December as the landing stage was 
occupied by cruise ships.  Thurrock Council provided a free 
alternative bus service with a journey time of 40 minutes.  
Havengore, London   The HAVENGORE will make a special cruise on  
30 January, to mark the 50th anniversary of Sir Winston Churchill's 
funeral when the HAVENGORE carried his coffin along the river. 
Thames Clippers   A new 35.4-m catamaran to carry 150 passengers 
has been ordered from Incat Tasmania. 

London Duck Tours   The Marine Accident Investigation Branch has 
published a report into the accidents involving DUKWs in 2013.  The 
MCA is blamed as the craft "had not been properly approved" and 
"regulatory supervision was insufficient".  After the sinking of 
the WACKER QUACKER 1 in Liverpool, extra buoyancy foam was inserted 
in the London craft and led directly to the fire in the CLEOPATRA.  
French Brothers   Short cruises from Windsor run at weekends this 
winter, then daily from 14 February to 1 November.  Cruises to Bray 
run daily from 28 March to 1 November. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The HARBOUR SPIRIT was launched on 24 November by 
Tehnomont in Pula, Croatia. 
Wightlink   The ST FAITH was at Falmouth from 8 to 21 December for 
refit; on the 9th, the WIGHT SUN went to Cherbourg for her refit. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED EAGLE was in Falmouth for her refit 
from 16 to 28 December. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL offers public trips on  
19 dates from 30 May to 13 September, including a visit to Poole 
from 17 to 24 August. 
City Cruises Poole   The SOLENT SCENE is now off for a refit.  

Harbour cruises resume in February with the ISLAND SCENE. 
National Trust   Brownsea will be open at weekends from 7 February, 
with boats from both Poole and Sandbanks, then daily from 21 March 
to 1 November. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry resumed on  
18 December. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The AUSTAL HULL 270 arrived in Poole from the 
Philippines via Djibouti and Malta on 26 December.  She is due to 
enter service under a new name in March.  
 



TRIP OUT Page 2 January 2015 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The service was suspended from 20 December, and 
resumed on 5 January, still using the chartered PRIDE OF EXMOUTH.  
Greenway Ferry   Most of the fleet have been advertised for sale 

individually by brokers: CLIPPER (for £70 000), CORAL STAR  
(£23 500), DEVONIAN (£65 000), THE FAIRMILE (£145 000), LADY 
ELIZABETH (for £28 000) and SHARPHAM BELLE (only 12 passengers, 
£2500). 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE's 
trips to Tewkesbury will be on Wednesdays from 6 May to  
30 September and trips to Worcester will be on 28 May, 25 June,  
30 July and 27 August. 
Maritime Leisure Cruises, Boston   After running the business for 
20 years, Sarah Sims has sold the BOSTON BELLE because of health 
problems, but still runs the 'Ship Inn' at Fosdyke Bridge on the 
River Welland.  The BOSTON BELLE will continue with a new owner. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE suffered a steering 
problem on 27 December and was off service till the 31st.  The 
ARROW was used to carry freight and the MANANNAN was reactivated to 
run between Douglas and Heysham for passengers.  

   
MISCELLANY 
 The former paddle steamer TATTERSHALL CASTLE is to have a refit 
and closed on 1 January.  It is expected to return to London to 
reopen in April. 
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Waverley Excursions   Timetables have been published for the 
WAVERLEY's visit to the South Coast, from 9 to 24 September, and 
the Thames, until 11 October.  Sailings follow a similar pattern to 
last year's, except that Poole is not visited. 

 
THAMES 
 The Dutch sailing ship MERCEDES (1958, 140 passengers) will be 
offering 3-hour cruises from Southend on 16 and 17 May at 1100 and 
1500; tickets (£35) must be booked at the Visitor Information 
Centre. 
French Brothers   The Hampton Court service runs from 16 June to  
10 September, Runnymede-Windsor from 11 April to 13 September, and 
Maidenhead-Windsor from 26 May to 5 September.  Trips on the 
steamboats NUNEHAM or STREATLEY are on 17 and 24 May, 7 and 21 
June, 19 July, 9 and 23 August, and 6 and 20 September 
Windsor & Maidenhead Boat Co has acquired four boats from the 
defunct Thames Executive Charters, THE GEORGIAN, GOLDEN SALAMANDER, 

PINK CHAMPAGNE and SOUTHERN COMFORT MISSISSIPPI.  They will 
continue to offer charters from Bray and in London. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Yarmouth Harbour Commissioners have started an appeal to raise 
£600 000 for pier piles which need to be renewed before 2018. 
Gosport Ferry   The SPIRIT OF PORTSMOUTH's summer programme 
includes day trips to the Needles and Yarmouth on 29 June, 13 and 
29 July, 26 August and 8 September, and day trips to Lymington on 
27 June, 11 July, 8 and 22 August, and 5 September. 
Wightlink   The WIGHT SUN returned from her refit in Cherbourg on 
21 January. 
City Cruises Poole   The SOLENT SCENE went to Plymouth on  
21 January for her refit at Cremyll.  She will have a red hull. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The AUSTAL HULL 270 is to be renamed CONDOR 
LIBERATION, marking the 70th anniversary of the islands' liberation 
after World War II, a name chosen in a competition.  The CONDOR 
EXPRESS was at Falmouth from 11 to 30 January for a refit, while 
the CONDOR VITESSE maintained the twice-weekly service from 

Weymouth.  Both have been sold to Greek operator Seajets who plan 
to rename them CHAMPION JET 1 and 2.  The CONDOR VITESSE will be 
delivered at the end of this month and the 'EXPRESS will stay until 
the new vessel is running.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The first Jurassic Coast cruise of 
the season is on 3 April.  Day trips to Torquay and Brixham are on 
29 April then on Thursdays from 21 May; there is also a day trip to 
Brixham on 2 May.  Day trips to Sidmouth are on 28 June, 12 and 27 
July, 9 and 25 August, and 8 September.  Short cruises from Seaton 
are on 21 June, 19 July and 23 August. 
Brixham Express   The new catamaran is being built by Mevagh 
Boatyard in County Donegal.  The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH has continued 
running the service. 
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Greenway Ferry   The Dartmouth-Greenway service resumes on 7 March 
and runs every day until 1 November. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Dartmouth-Totnes trips 
are daily from 28 March to 1 November.  Day trips from Torquay and 

Brixham to Dartmouth are daily from 1 April to 31 October.  The 
trip from Dartmouth to Salcombe runs from 1 June to 2 September, 
usually once a week, on Wednesdays; the boat leaves Dartmouth at 
1040 and calls at Kingswear for a connection by steam train from 
Paignton.  The KINGSWEAR CASTLE runs from 28 March to 12 April and 
from 2 May to 31 October; she has just ten trips to Totnes. 
Dartmouth-Kingswear Floating Bridge Co   The service was suspended 
from 12 to 27 January for refit. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The Mevagissey-Fowey service runs from  
28 April to 1 October with up to five trips daily. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Bristol Packet   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 40 dates 
between 1 March and 5 December.  There will be five trips to Bath. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Gloucester Waterways Museum   The KING ARTHUR has day trips to 
Sharpness on 28 June, 23 August and 13 September, and to Tewkesbury 
on 13 June, 11 July and 5 September, as well as lunch, cream tea 
and evening cruises.   

 
NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The SNOWDROP is to be repainted in bright "dazzle" 
colours for the next two years to commemorate World War I. 
National Trust (Enterprises), Coniston   The GONDOLA runs daily 
from 27 March to 31 October. 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   The summer service runs from  
28 March to 1 November, with a three boat service until 12 April 
and from 23 May to 6 September, and two boats at other times.  The 
new pier at Aira Force opens on 23 May and is served at weekends by 
a separate hourly service from Glenridding, with daily sailings 
from 1 July to 6 September and from 24 October.  Next winter, Aira 
Force will have calls by the boat running between Glenridding, 
Howtown and Pooley Bridge.  
 

MISCELLANY 
The former paddle steamer TATTERHALL CASTLE was towed from 

London on 19 January and arrived in Hull on the 22nd for her refit 
which is costing £1.5 million. 
 MV Balmoral Fund Ltd is to receive £344 000, phased over two 

years, from the government's Coastal Communities Fund. 
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Waverley Excursions   Details of the WAVERLEY's sailings on the 
Bristol Channel, in North Wales and on the Clyde are still awaited. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE again has 
cruises for the RSPB: there are 11 puffin and gannet cruises 
between 9 May and 12 July, and six skua and shearwater cruises from 
8 August to 4 October. 
YorkBoat   Cruises to Bishopthorpe Palace are daily at 1130, 1300 
and 1430 from 25 July to 6 September.  A service from Naburn Lock 
and Acaster Malbis to York runs at weekends from 28 March to 27 
September and on certain Thursdays. 
 

THAMES 
Lee & Stort Boat Co will not be offering cruises from Bishop's 
Stortford this year.     
Crate Brewery, Hackney Wick, was the buyer of the restaurant boat 

ALFRED LEROY from the defunct Guildford Boat House.  The firm has a 
canalside bar and pizzeria, and is refitting the boat for cruises 
on the canals and river Lee. 
Hurlingham Cruises, London, acquired the HURLINGHAM from Thames 
Cruises last year.  She is now advertised for charter as "London's 
floating nightclub".    
Thames Clippers   In addition to the catamaran being built by 
Incat, a 150-passenger catamaran has been acquired and both are due 
in service this summer. 
The Floating Boater, Little Venice   The historic narrow boat 
LAPWING, recently limited to 12 passengers, is to be sold. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The HARBOUR SPIRIT was handed over by Tehnomont, 
her builders, in Pula on 12 February.  She will be transported on a 
ship to the UK. 
Wightlink announced on 16 February that the company had been sold 
by Australian bank Macquarie to Balfour Beatty Infrastructure 
Partners; management and ferry services will continue as before.  
The ST CECILIA arrived in Falmouth for refit on 7 February.  The 
WIGHT RYDER I is off for refit from 20 February to 29 March and is 

replaced, as usual, by the chartered SOLENT CAT. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The summer timetable to East Cowes, with three 
ferries running an hourly service, is from 27 March to 1 November. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR VITESSE went to Falmouth on 9 February 
for dry-docking, before being handed over to her new Greek owners. 
Manche Iles Express   Summer sailings follow the usual pattern, but 
there are more trips to Alderney, with sailings from Diélette 
and/or Guernsey on 26 dates.  There is one trip from Granville and 
Jersey to Alderney, on 3 August, when both vessels are there for 
the local Cavalcade Day. 
 

http://www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk/
http://www.yorkshire-belle.co.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/eastyorkshire/news/387922/
http://www.yorkboat.co.uk/
http://www.leeandstortboats.co.uk/
http://cratebrewery.com/
http://www.hurlinghamcruises.webeden.co.uk/
http://www.thamesclippers.com/
http://www.floatingboater.co.uk/
http://www.gosportferry.co.uk/
http://www.tehnomont.hr/
http://www.wightlink.co.uk/
http://bbip.com/
http://bbip.com/
http://www.redfunnel.co.uk/
http://www.condorferries.co.uk/
http://www.manche-iles-express.com/
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH has continued on the 
service; when she is needed at Exmouth, a 12-passenger boat is 
chartered for Brixham-Torquay. 

Plymouth Boat Trips   First trips of the season are to Calstock on 
1 April, the River Yealm on 12 April and Morwellham on 15 April.  A 
new 2-hour Breakwater cruise to Cawsand Bay and Bovisand is offered 
on 22 dates from 5 April to 31 October.  The Plymouth-Cawsand 
service runs from 28 March to 31 October with six trips daily. 
Enterprise Boats, Falmouth, run from 27 March to 31 October, with 
five or six trips daily from Falmouth to Malpas/Truro, except on 
Sundays.  In July and August, there are three trips on Sundays. 
 

WEST WALES 
Tenby Boat Trips   To replace the ESKABELLE, a 65-passenger 
catamaran has been ordered from Blyth Workcats of Canvey Island. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Grebe Canal Cruises, Tring, ceased trading in December.  The 
business was established in 1975.    
Boston Belle River & Sea Trips, formerly Maritime Leisure Cruises, 
offer public trips from Easter to September.  As well as cruises on 
the river Witham, there are 4½-hour cruises into the Wash on 11 
dates from 31 May to 5 September.  The BOSTON BELLE is also 

chartered by the RSPB for bird-watching cruises in the Wash on 14 
dates; bookings via South Holland Centre. 
 

NORTH WEST 
A Gray, Pwllheli, has sold the SHEARWATER and does not expect to be 
operating any cruises in 2015 as they had become unprofitable.  
J Lund, Uppermill, has advertised the business with the PENNINE 
MOONRAKER for sale. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded £3.8 million to the 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society for the restoration of the steam 
tug/tender built in 1903.  The Society hopes to put her back into 
service in 2016 on the Mersey, Weaver and Manchester Ship Canal. 
 MV Balmoral Fund is still awaiting the money from the Coastal 
Communities Fund but now hopes the BALMORAL will be ready to sail on 
19 June with a programme limited to the Bristol Channel and North 
Wales. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's main Clyde season is from  
20 June to 30 August.  She has trips from Liverpool to Llandudno on 
1 and 2 September, then three days on the Bristol Channel from 
Clevedon and Penarth: short cruises on 4 September, to Minehead and 
Ilfracombe on the 5th, and to Ilfracombe and Lundy on the 6th.  
After her South Coast and Thames trips (9 September - 11 October), 
she has a final weekend on the Clyde on 17-18 October.  Since 
publication of the South Coast schedule, calls at Ryde have been 
replaced by Yarmouth, leaving Yarmouth as the only Isle of Wight 
pier.  Appeals have been launched for money to pay for high-
pressure cleaning and repainting, new masts and boiler repairs. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY has a programme of 4-hour 
educational cruises on the Humber in April for the charity Hull 
Children's University. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
A Sage, Harwich, has retired and the ferry has been taken over by 
Christian and Lucy Zemann.  The service runs at weekends from  
3 April to 30 September and daily from 2 May to 6 September.  The 
contact details are unchanged. 
 

THAMES 
Thames Clippers   The two new catamarans due this summer are both 
being built by Incat in Tasmania. 
River Thames Boat Hire   On 31 December 2013, the MCA found that 
the KINGWOOD's passenger certificate had expired on 23 January 
2013.  The owner and skipper, Colin Bullock, had also not renewed 
his boat master's licence.  He has been fined a total of £11 120. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Edwards & Co, Hayling Island   The company is in administration and 
the service closed on 31 March with no advance notice after being 
run by the Edwards family for over 30 years.   
Gosport Ferry   The HARBOUR SPIRIT arrived in Portsmouth on 11 
March aboard the Antiguan-registered heavy-lift ship AMOENITAS. 
Wightlink   The ST CECILIA left Falmouth on 4 March to return to 

Portsmouth.  The WIGHT RYDER I returned to service on 6 March and 
the WIGHT RYDER II went to Portchester for her refit, returning to 
service on 2 April.  There was a farewell event aboard the ST HELEN 
on 26 March, her last day on the Fishbourne route, and she has been 
laid-up in Portsmouth since then.  She is reportedly going to 
Sardinia to join her sister, the former ST CATHERINE. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED OSPREY was in Falmouth for dry-docking 
from 10 to 12 March, and returned to service on 27 March after her 
refurbishment. 
City Cruises Poole   The ISLAND SCENE made her first trip from 
Poole on 7 March.  The SOLENT SCENE's return to service has been 
delayed and trips to Swanage are now due to start on 12 April, 
leaving Poole daily at 1030, 1300 and 1545.  Evening bird watching 
cruises to the Jurassic Coast are on Fridays from 8 May to 26 June. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CHAMPION JET 1 (ex CONDOR VITESSE) left 
Falmouth for Greece on 9 March.  The COMMODORE CLIPPER was at 
Falmouth from 9 to 19 March for repairs.  The CONDOR EXPRESS made 

the final service from Weymouth on 23 March.  The CONDOR LIBERATION 
entered service from Poole on the 27th but hit the quay at St Peter 
Port the next day and was off for repairs until 5 April.  The 
COMMODORE CLIPPER was diverted to Poole on 31 March and the CONDOR 
EXPRESS was reactivated to run from Poole on 3 and 4 April.   
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The service is being run by a chartered 12-
passenger boat and places need to be booked. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The start of the 
KINGSWEAR CASTLE's season was delayed by a boiler problem and she 
started on 4 April, one week later than planned. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
HMS69/ Cardiff Cruises   Cruises around Flat Holm are advertised to 
run from Cardiff and Penarth on some Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays in June, July and August. 
 

NORTH WEST 
A Gray, Pwllheli   The SHEARWATER was sold to Summer Queen Cruises 

and arrived in her new home port of Ullapool on 19 March.  She will 
replace the SUMMER QUEEN, originally the TRI STAR at Padstow. 
D W & D G Jones, Beaumaris, have retired and the business was taken 
over before the 2014 season by Scott Waterman who now trades as 
Seacoast Safaris.  The CERISMAR TWO has been re-engined and fitted 
with a toilet.  
Mersey Ferries   The SNOWDROP entered service in her new "dazzle" 
colours on 2 April.  She usually operates on the ferry service but 
is due to make some of the Manchester Ship Canal cruises. 
Foulridge Canal Cruises   The PENDLE EXPLORER (ex CITY OF LINCOLN) 
is for sale for £65 000. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   One of the MANANNAN's water jets was 
found to be damaged on 3 April, her Easter sailings were delayed or 
cancelled, and she is out of service on 7 and 8 April.  She is due 
to make a trip round the island on 26 April. 
   

MISCELLANY 
 MV Balmoral Fund has formed White Funnel Ltd to operate the 

ship.  To try to raise more money "Founders' Gold Passes" giving 
travel on the ship for life are being offered for £2950 per person. 
 The TATTERSHALL CASTLE left Hull under tow on 7 April for the 
return journey to London. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was towed from Glasgow to 
Greenock on 17 April for dry-docking, and came out of the dock on  
4 May. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   Trips to Holy Island in a RIB begin in May but 
the GLAD TIDINGS boats are unable to call until August because of 
repairs to the pier. 
Nexus   The usual varied programme of afternoon and evening river 
cruises runs from 7 June to 3 October. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
'Viking Saga', Maldon   The VIKING SAGA will be offering trips from 
Clacton during a "Sea & Beach Festival" on 4-5 July.  She ran from 
Clacton until 1973, then went to the Clyde and Tenby before 
returning to Essex. 
 

THAMES 
 To mark the 75th anniversary of the evacuation from Dunkerque 
in 1940, surviving "little ships" will be gathering for events in 
London's Royal Docks on 17 May, Ramsgate on the 20th and Dunkerque 
on 21-25 May.  Colliers Launches' PRINCESS FREDA will be taking 
part.  The MEDWAY QUEEN replica is to be towed to Ramsgate for the 
event there. 
 A new pier is due to open at Plantation Wharf, Battersea, this 
year and Westminster, Embankment and Bankside Piers are to be 
extended.  A new pier at Battersea Power Station is due in 2016. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
MB Cruises, Littlehampton, have stated "I have to say that I do not 
think we are sailing with passengers this season."  THE BELLE has 
spent two seasons in Sussex, initially at Brighton then between 
Littlehampton and Arundel. 
Wightlink   The ST HELEN moved to Hythe on 17 April ready for her 
delivery voyage to Italy. 
Hurst Castle Ferries   Trips from Keyhaven to Yarmouth and from 
Yarmouth to Hurst Castle will be on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 26 May to 3 September. 

City Cruises Poole   The SOLENT SCENE left Plymouth on 8 April and 
arrived back in Poole the next day after an overnight stop in 
Torquay.  She finally began daily trips to Swanage on 21 April. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER's Portsmouth-Cherbourg 
service is on Sundays from 24 May to 30 August.   
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express continues with a chartered 12-passenger boat.   
Greenway Ferry is only running the CHRISTIE BELLE and services from 
Dartmouth, Greenway and Dittisham; all other vessels are laid-up 
except the CORAL STAR which has been sold and is now at Yarmouth, 
Isle of Wight. 
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Plymouth Boat Trips   The SPIRIT OF PLYMOUTH ran aground in the 
Tamar during an evening charter on 29 April; she was refloated by 
the tide and the 55 passengers got ashore at 0100. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The business has been sold by John Wood to 

Steve Baker, but Mr Wood continues to work as a part-time skipper. 
T A Perkins, St Martin's, has sold the VOYAGER OF ST MARTIN'S and 
his business to Tresco Boat Services who also run services to 
Bryher and Tresco. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG offered a coastal trip from Bideford 
to Ilfracombe on 24 April, and another is scheduled for 22 May. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Trent River Cruises, Nottingham   The TRENT LADY was joined last 
year by the NOTTINGHAM CRUSADER, built in 2000 for the St John 
Ambulance to offer trips to disabled people.  The "CRUSADER" can 
carry 40 passengers and still offers cruises for groups of disabled 
people as well as evening parties for other passengers. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Bridgewater Heritage Boat Co, Worsley, now trades as Bridgewater 
Cruises.  The CASTLEFIELD has been replaced by the wide-beam 
PRINCESS OF THE CHILTERNS from Grebe Canal Cruises which has been 

renamed FRANCIS EGERTON, after the man responsible for building the 
Bridgewater Canal.  
Mersey Ferries   Special cruises operate on 24-26 May when three 
Cunard cruise ships will be in the Mersey. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE is due to make a 
cruise from Douglas round the island on 23 May. 
   

MISCELLANY 
 The BALMORAL was dry-docked in Sharpness between 13 and 28 
April and is now back in Bristol.  A provisional timetable has been 
published for sailings starting on 19 June on the Bristol Channel, 
and including North Wales, Liverpool, Whitehaven, Garlieston, the 
Isle of Man and Northern Ireland.  White Funnel Ltd has an office in 
Bristol. 
 The TATTERSHALL CASTLE was towed back to her mooring on London 
on 12 April. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY began her season on the Clyde on 
21 May.  She was unable to get to Oban on 26 May and spent three 
days stormbound at Campbeltown before returning light to Glasgow on 
29 May.  All the planned sailings from Oban and Kyle of Lochalsh 
were cancelled.  She resumes on 21 June, on the Clyde. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   A new 80-passenger boat, the GLAD TIDINGS 
VIII, is due for delivery in June. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Great Yare Co began a ferry service at Easter between Thorpe St 
Andrew near Norwich and Whitlingham with a 12-passenger boat.  The 
service runs at weekends and may be daily in the summer. 
 

THAMES 
The London Eye Company   The SILVER BARRACUDA has been returned to 

Woods' Silver Fleet after four years based at the London Eye. 
Thames Boats is a new charter operator that has acquired two boats 
from the bankrupt Thames Executive Charters, the HIGH SOCIETY and 
the WYNDHAM GRAND which has been renamed THE WYNDHAM. 
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA sailed to Ramsgate and 
Dunkerque for the commemorative events on 20-25 May.  
London Waterbus Co, Little Venice   There are no day trips to 
Limehouse this year because of "congestion in East London". 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink has announced plans for the Fishbourne service, with new 
terminals with "double deck" loading of vehicles, a new ferry in 
2017 to carry 178 cars, and conversion of the ST CLARE for double-
deck loading of cars. 
Red Funnel Ferries has ordered a catamaran, to be RED JET 6, from 
Shemara Refit of East Cowes for delivery in 2016.  It will be 41.1 
m long and carry 275 passengers at 38 knots.  The hulls will be 
aluminium and there will be four engines, each driving a water jet.  
White Horse Ferries   After a prolonged refit the URIAH HEEP 
entered service from Hythe on 22 May, while the GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
C D was out of service.  The URIAH HEEP ran for about four days 

before needing repairs so a replacement bus service has been 
operating. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington, are to restart trips to Yarmouth after a 
break of four years using a vessel to be named PUFFIN BELLE.  The 
PUFFIN BILLI continues to run short river trips from Lymington.   

 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR EXPRESS left Weymouth on 18 May for 
Greece under her new name of CHAMPION JET 2. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   In May, the service was still being maintained by 
the chartered 12-passenger SILVER SEA.  The 35-passenger Irish ST 
SORNEY, used as a relief vessel to Rathlin Island, will be renamed 
BRIXHAM VITESSE and will be a relief vessel. 
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Greenway Ferry   The TORQUAY BELLE has been sold to ClydeLink and 
has been delivered to Renfrew.  Originally the HARPOON on the 
Guernsey-Herm service, she went to Tor Bay in 1999 as the TYPHOON.  
The DEVONIAN has been sold to her previous owner, Ken Pill of 

Falmouth, who ran her as the PRIDE OF FALMOUTH until she went to 
Tor Bay in 2012. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co last year showed a trading 
profit of £471 864 on turnover of £4.7 million.  Boat services in 
Tor Bay made "a small positive contribution. However, our strategy 
in the Bay will provide significant longer term profit growth." 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   Bideford-Ilfracombe trips are scheduled for 8 and 
22 June. 
White Funnel   Times and fares have been published for the 
BALMORAL's sailings on 19-23 June, serving Bristol, Clevedon, 
Penarth, Minehead, Ilfracombe, Porthcawl and Swansea. 
HMS69/ Cardiff Cruises   The MARIANNE has returned to Cardiff after 
three years in Manchester.  Trips from Mermaid Quays to the barrage 
at Penarth are advertised to run daily every 30 minutes from 1030 
to 1630.  The first of the DAME SHIRLEY's cruises round Flat Holm 
is due on 10 June. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 

English Holiday Cruises, Gloucester   The OLIVER CROMWELL, used for 
cruises until 2008, is now to be converted to an 11-bedroom hotel, 
still moored in Gloucester. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   The new pier at Aira Force was 
not ready to open on 23 May so the start of the new service is 
delayed. 
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The MV Balmoral Fund has achieved a great deal in getting their 
ship back into service.  However, with little advance publicity, the 
first Bristol Channel sailings attracted only modest loadings and 
the ship then spent eight days with no passengers.  The biggest 
challenge for the new White Funnel outfit is to get enough fare-
paying passengers aboard, something that the ship's previous two 
owners could not achieve. 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

THAMES 
Thames Clippers   The two new catamarans are to be named GALAXY 
CLIPPER and NEPTUNE CLIPPER.  They are due to carry out trials in 
Tasmania this month and are due on the Thames in mid-August. 
Thames Party Boats, another new charter operator in London, has 
acquired the VISCOUNT, owned for the past ten years by Complete 
Pleasure Boats.  Their telephone number, ending in 1908, was chosen 
as the VISCOUNT was built in 1908. 
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA will, as usual, be going up 

river to carry people to and from the festival at Reading on 28-30 
August. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
MB Cruises, Littlehampton   The owners sailed THE BELLE to the 
Thames on 7-8 June, with an overnight stop at Ramsgate, and she is 
now in Penton Hook Marina near Staines.  She is available for use 
by charities, but no longer has a passenger certificate. 
Gosport Ferry   When the SPIRIT OF PORTSMOUTH makes a day trip to 
Lymington, a lunchtime cruise is offered from Lymington, on 27 June 
and 22 August to the western Solent and on 11 July, 8 August and  
5 September to the Needles. 
Wightlink   The ST HELEN has been renamed ANNA MUR under the 
Italian flag, but was still at Hythe at the beginning of July. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED OSPREY was at Falmouth from 27 to 29 
June for urgent repairs, while a reduced two-ship service ran 
between Southampton and East Cowes. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   As usual, there will be a Lymington-Cowes 
service during Cowes Week, 8-15 August, leaving Lymington at 0700 
and 0930 and leaving Cowes at 1830. 
White Horse Ferries   The GREAT EXPECTATIONS C D returned to 

service on 13 June but she had a breakdown that afternoon. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The PUFFIN BELLE entered service to 
Yarmouth on 20 June, with departures from Lymington at 1000, 1130 
and 1430.  On Saturdays, trips are advertised from Yarmouth to 
Lymington for the weekly market. 
City Cruises Poole   The harbour cruises and trips to Swanage are 
now included in bus tours from Bournemouth operated by Discover 
Dorset Tours. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Rivermaid, Kingsbridge   The business is still owned by Peter 
Moule, despite a handover to a new operator announced in November 
2013.  The RIVERMAID began her season in mid-June and is advertised 
to run to 27 September.  The occasional trips to land at South Pool 
are no longer scheduled. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   Full timetables were published in June.  The 
BALMORAL carried out some trials in the Bristol Channel on 15-17 
June and did a private evening cruise on the 18th for supporters.  

She completed public trips on 19-23 June, then sailed to Douglas 
ready for trips from Whitehaven and Garlieston to the Isle of Man 
on 26-29 June but these were all cancelled by the weather.  A 
planned visit to Northern Ireland on 2-5 July has been replaced by 
sailings from Liverpool to North Wales, and she reopened Llandudno 
Pier on 2 July, making the first calls there since 2006.  She has a 
day trip from Douglas to Whitehaven on 6 July then returns to the 
Bristol Channel, with sailings from 8 July to 1 September.  She is 
back in North Wales between 4 and 10 September then has a final 
spell on the Bristol Channel from 12 to 20 September. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   The new pier at Aira Force 
opened on 6 June with services from Glenridding at weekends.  From 
1 July to 6 September, Aira Force sailings are daily. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
River Escapes, Newcastle   The RIVER ESCAPES LATIS is no longer in 
service and is laid-up in Newcastle.  She was built in 1961 as the 
Tilbury-Gravesend ferry CATHERINE.   
 

EAST ANGLIA  
'Viking Saga', Maldon   A 3-hour cruise to view the former pirate 
radio ship ROSS REVENGE is advertised for 29 August. 
 

THAMES 
 During the annual Sail Royal Greenwich tall ships event, on  
27-31 August, Dutch sailing ships will, as usual, be offering  
corporate hospitality and public cruises from Woolwich.  The 
vessels are the ELDORADO, GALLANT, GULDEN LEEUW, IRIS, J R TOLKIEN, 
JANTJE, LOTH LORIËN, MERCEDES, MORGENSTER, OOSTERSCHELDE, TECLA, 
THALASSA, WYLDE SWAN and ZEPHYR, carrying up to 135 passengers. 
Woolwich Ferry   The JAMES NEWMAN performed the annual charity 

cruise through Tower Bridge on 11 July. 
Thames Clippers   The GALAXY CLIPPER and NEPTUNE CLIPPER were 
loaded on the Antiguan-registered cargo ship ANTJE and left Hobart 
on 27 July for the Thames. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Scoot Ferries is a new operator planning fast ferry services on the 
Solent.  A 12-passenger catamaran will run a Hamble-Cowes service 
from 7 to 16 August, and will start a Lymington-Yarmouth service on 
1 September.  Next year, they propose to run a new 42-passenger 
catamaran between Portsmouth and Cowes. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The PUFFIN BELLE was previously the 
FALDORE II of Bryher Boat Services in the Isles of Scilly.  She was 
built in 1981, is 11.6 m long and carries 59 passengers. 
Tim Anderson, Yarmouth   The CORAL STAR, bought from Greenway 
Ferry, entered service in July.  There is a cruise to the Needles 
at 1610 daily.  The owner runs the 'King's Head' pub in Yarmouth.  
The CORAL STAR (previously CORAL STAR IV) has run from Paignton, 
Lymington, Plymouth and Torquay. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

South Coast Cruises, St Helier   The SOUTHERN BAY ROSE has been 
advertised for sale by the owner for £230 000. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH is chartered by 
the National Trust on 8 August for sailings between Exmouth and 
West Bay; tickets are being sold by Stuart Line Cruises. 
Greenway Ferry announced on 14 July that they had reached an 
agreement with the Dartmouth Steam Railway.  Greenway Ferry will 
not run from Torquay or Brixham, and their remaining services, from 
Dartmouth, Greenway and Dittisham, will run in cooperation with the 
Railway Co.  THE FAIRMILE is to be sold.  The TORQUAY BELLE has 
been renamed RIVER VIKING by her new owners, Clydelink. 

http://www.degallant.nl/
http://www.de-iris.nl/
http://www.restchart.com/en/j-r-tolkien/
http://www.sailing-jantje.nl/
http://www.restchart.com/en/loth-lorien-2/
http://www.zeilbrik.org/
http://www.tallshipthalassa.nl/en/
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Western Lady Ferry Service   Now that competition from Greenway 
Ferry has ended, fares have been increased from £1 each way to £2 
single or £3 return.  On busy days, there is a half-hourly service, 
using the WESTERN LADY VI and VII and the DITTISHAM PRINCESS. 

Clipper Cruises, Torquay   A new operator has acquired the CLIPPER 
from Greenway Ferry to run to Brixham. 
Fal River, Falmouth   The BLACK SWAN, currently running on the 
Ponsharden service, is for sale for £25 000. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The next Bideford-Ilfracombe trip is scheduled for 
21 August. 
White Funnel   The Douglas-Whitehaven sailing on 6 July was 
cancelled by the weather and the BALMORAL was stormbound in North 
Wales, resuming her Bristol Channel sailings on 9 July.  Several 
days have since been lost due to the weather and sailings on  
30 July were cancelled because of a mechanical problem. 
Cardiff Cruises (HMS69)   The DAME SHIRLEY has been advertised for 
sale for £295 000, with delivery after the summer season. 
 

WEST WALES 
Tenby Boat Trips   The new catamaran is named ISLAND CRUISE and 
entered service in July.  She is a 12-m catamaran and carries 60 
passengers 

 (Tenby Boat Trips) 

 
MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Newark Line River Cruises   Ken Butler has retired after running 
the SONNING for 23 years and the new owner, Richard Pennell, took 
over in July.  Contact details are unchanged. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her Clyde season on  
30 August.  She sailed from Liverpool on 1 and 2 September, but 
northerly winds prevented her from calling at Llandudno on the 2nd.  
She arrived on the Bristol Channel on the 3rd for trips on  
4-5 September, and some are sold out.  She is on the South Coast 
from 9 September then on the Thames from the 25th.  

 
THAMES 
 One of the Dutch sailing ships listed in the last issue, the 
GULDEN LEEUW, stayed in Holland and did not attend the Sail Royal 
Greenwich event. 
City Cruises   The RMT union called a strike over pay and 
conditions for 27 August, but it was cancelled after talks. 
Turk Launches   Michael Turk died on 9 August at the age of 78.  He 
ran the family business, expanding the fleet of passenger boats and 
building replicas of historic vessels for use in TV and films.  He 
had handed management of the business to his son, Richard. 

Salter's Steamers   The MARY STUART has been out of service this 
season for a major refit. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   For the Bestival event on the island, passenger vessels 
are being chartered for additional Portsmouth-Ryde and Lymington-
Yarmouth sailings on 10-14 September. 
Isle of Wight Council   For foot passengers, who had travelled free 
of charge, a return fare of 40p was introduced on 27 July, a week 
later than originally intended.  A crew member was hit by a car and 
injured on 7 August, and the service was suspended until the 9th 
for repairs to the floating bridge. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH has two cruises 
from Lyme Regis for the National Trust on 9 September.  Winter 
bird-watching cruises are on 18 dates from 8 November to 8 March.  
Next year's Exeter Ship Canal cruises are on 30 and 31 May, 13, 14 
and 29 June, 13 July, and 11 and 25 September. 
Greenway Ferry   The CHRISTIE BELLE runs from Dartmouth daily until 
7 November then at weekends until 20 December and daily from 27 to 

31 December. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Day trips to Salcombe had 
ceased by 10 August; they had been operated by the DITTISHAM 
PRINCESS in previous years but she is running on Tor Bay this 
season.  As last winter, one-hour cruises from Dartmouth run on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays through the winter and (except 
in January) at weekends. 
K Pill, Falmouth   The DEVONIAN, bought from Greenway Ferry, has 
reverted to her previous name of PRIDE OF FALMOUTH and is now in 
service. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   Further Bideford-Ilfracombe trips are scheduled for 
4 and 21 September, and there is a charity evening jazz cruise from 
Bideford on the 18th. 

White Funnel   The BALMORAL has suffered several weather 
cancellations, including the only trip to Bideford on 26 August.  
On 21 August, she did not sail because of a mechanical problem.  
She arrived in North Wales on 3 September but the first sailing, on 
the 4th, has been cancelled by the weather.  She is back on the 
Bristol Channel on 12-20 September.  There is to be a "major new 
financial appeal". 
 

NORTH WEST 
G Salt (Manchester River Cruises)   The PRINCESS KATHERINE offered 
45-minute cruises from Salford Quays during the summer. 
Coniston Launch   Trips are daily until 2 November, from  
28 December to 3 January and again from 6 February; a boat also 
runs at weekends in winter, apart from 26-27 December.  
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 The past summer can best be summarized as unsettled, with all 
parts of the country having changeable conditions.  We did not 
suffer the heavy rainfall of 2012 but there were few long sunny 
spells either.   

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY sailed on the Bristol Channel on 
4 and 6 September, but the trip on the 5th was cancelled because of 
a steering problem.  She had a short charter from Milford Haven on 
the 7th and reached Weymouth the next day.  Her South Coast 
sailings were disrupted by the weather, being cancelled on 12, 15, 
16 and 22 September, and missing Bournemouth on some other days.  
She arrived on the Thames on 25 September and stays till  
11 October.   

 
THAMES 
Thames Clippers   The ANTJE, the ship carrying the new GALAXY 

CLIPPER and NEPTUNE CLIPPER, called in Lagos, Nigeria, in September 
and is now due in London in mid October. 
Thames River Boats   The HENLEY is running alone this month, to 
Kew, Richmond and Hampton Court, usually leaving Westminster at 
1100. 
Spirit of Chartwell II, Little Venice   The PASSEPARTOUT which ran 
on the Thames in conjunction with the SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL in 2011 
has returned to London after being laid-up in Inverness.  She has 
been renamed SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL II and will run on the Regent's 
Canal from Little Venice. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The ANNA MUR (ex ST HELEN) left the Solent on  
17 September and arrived in Sant'Antioco in Sardinia on the 27th. 
Scoot Ferries   The 12-passenger SCOOT 1 began running between 
Lymington and Yarmouth on 1 September.  She berths at the Town Quay 
in Lymington and in Yarmouth harbour, using the same pontoons as 
Puffin Cruises. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER arrived in Falmouth for her 

refit on 14 September and is due to return to service on 9 October, 
sailing overnight from Portsmouth and returning by day.  She 
reverts to her normal schedule of morning departures from 
Portsmouth on 19 November.  The CONDOR LIBERATION was cancelled 
because of a mechanical problem on 19 and 22 September; the sailing 
on the 21st was overbooked because of a system fault and police had 
to be called at Poole to deal with protesting passengers.  Condor's 
Weymouth office is to close on 19 October and the remaining staff 
will have to move to Poole. 
Manche Iles Express   There are sailings from Granville to Jersey 
until 1 November, and between 12 and 30 December; the service then 
resumes on 12 March. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
S & M Garrett, Topsham   The SEA DREAM II is being chartered by the 
RSPB for avocet cruises on 14 dates from 8 November to 22 February. 
Brixham Express   The BRIXHAM VITESSE entered service in September, 

but the BRIXHAM EXPRESS has not still arrived in Devon. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Trips to Calstock and Morwellham have this 
season also called at Cotehele.  The last trips of the season are 
on 7 October to Morwellham via Cotehele and on 24 October to 
Cotehele and Calstock. 
J Pill (Falmouth Pleasure Cruises)   The TAMAR BELLE has been 
running on Fal River's St Mawes ferry service under a five-year 
contract. 
K Pill, Falmouth   The PRIDE OF FALMOUTH has been running on the 
Fal River "park & float" service between Falmouth and Ponsharden 
which finished for the season on 25 September. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The evening jazz cruise on 18 September had to be 
cancelled owing to "unforeseen circumstances". 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL completed her North Wales sailings with 
a trip from Mostyn on 10 September, but her Bristol Channel trips 
on the 12th, 13th and 16th were cancelled by the weather.  She 
sailed on 18-20 September and moved to lay-up in Bristol on the 
21st. 

 
IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE's weekend sailings 
to Birkenhead are from 14 November to 13 March; she goes to Dublin 
on 19 and 26 December.   Next year the MANANNAN runs from 17 March 
to 6 November.  Belfast sailings are from Easter to 25 September 
and Dublin is served at Easter then from 29 May to 31 August. 
   

MISCELLANY 
 The former paddle steamer COMPTON CASTLE at Truro is to reopen 
as a café.  It was rebuilt in 2010/11 with a large glazed structure 
on deck, but seems to have been unused since. 
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 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.   

 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(1) City Cruises 2407    1(1)  City Cruises     5573 
2(2) Thames Luxury Ch 1771  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2798 
3(3)   Bateaux London       1039    3(3)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   2081 
4(4) Woods' Silver Fleet 1414  4(4)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1704 
5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  977    5(5)  French Brothers      1319  
6(6)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(6)  York/ChesterBoat     1310 
7(-)   White Funnel          735    7(7)  Thames Luxury Ch     1300 
8(7) Waverley Excursions  693  8(10) Crown River Cruises  1257  
9(8)   Dartmouth SR&RB Co    630  9(9)  Salter's Steamers    1149 
10(9)  Capital Pleasure B.   622   10(8)  Thames Cruises       1065 
           
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her Thames sailings 
and the only weather disruption was on 29-30 September when she 
could not go to Clacton.  There were no calls at Margate because of 
administrative problems.  She left on 12 October and sailed to 
Glasgow via Southampton for her final Clyde trips on 17-18 October.  
This year she sailed on 103 days with 17 days cancelled.  Captain 
Andrew O'Brian has left to become a Clyde pilot after ten years on 
the WAVERLEY. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Skipton Boat Trips   The owner plans to retire and has advertised 
the business for sale for £480 000. 
 

THAMES 
Woolwich Ferry   Serco, former operator of the ferry, has been 
fined £200 000 with £200 000 costs for poor safety procedures which 
led to the death of crewman Ben Woollacott in August 2011. 
Thames River Services   The winter service, with sailings from 
Westminster to Greenwich every 40 minutes, runs from 2 November to 
20 March. 

Thames Clippers   The ANTJE arrived at Tilbury on 15 October and 
the GALAXY CLIPPER and NEPTUNE CLIPPER were unloaded in the Pool of 
London on the 19th.   
Salter's Steamers   Services in 2016 will be similar to this 
year's.  Oxford-Abingdon, Reading-Henley and Marlow-Henley run from 
28 May to 11 September.  Wallingford to Abingdon and Reading 
services are from 4 July to 29 August, but there is no longer a 
service on Saturdays.  Marlow-Windsor runs 6 June to 5 September, 
and Windsor to Maidenhead or Staines again only run for booked 
groups. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT SKY was at Cherbourg for refit from  
20 October to 3 November. 
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Scoot Ferries will open a Portsmouth-Cowes service on 5 November 
with a crossing time of 35 minutes.  Two 20-metre 41-seater 
catamarans, SCOOT 2 and 3, were built to serve wind farms as the 
GARDIAN (sic) 14 and 10.  There will be up to 20 sailings each way 

daily between the Millennium Pontoon in the Camber at Portsmouth 
and the Trinity Landing pontoon at Cowes.  Single tickets can be 
bought on board for £13.25 or booked online. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The winter timetable to East Cowes, using two 
ships, runs until 23 March.  There will be two round trips on 
Christmas Day. 
City Cruises Poole   Harbour cruises run at weekends in November, 
daily from 26 December to 3 January, then at weekends until Easter 
and also daily from 13 to 21 February. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER left Falmouth 9 October and 
returned to service on the 11th.  She will be off service from  
3 November to 14 December for the installation of exhaust 
"scrubbers" at Falmouth.  From 5 January to 11 February, while 
CONDOR RAPIDE and 'LIBERATION are dry-docked in turn, the remaining 
fast ferry will offer one weekly sailing from Poole and sailings 
from St-Malo. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 

Plymouth Boat Trips   During the winter, Dockyard cruises will run 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays at 1200 and 1400. 
Ken Pillson, Falmouth   To correct previous reports, Ken Pill 
changed his surname to Pillson at least five years ago.  He has 
been running the "park and float" service from Ponsharden for Fal 
River, and bought the BLACK SWAN from them.  She was offered for 
sale after the PRIDE OF FALMOUTH entered service. 
Sam Pill, Falmouth, one of George Pill's sons, has bought the MAID 
OF THE TAY from Scotland.  She was previously the GIRL ALISON on 
Tor Bay and at Plymouth. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG went to Sharpness on 2 November for 
her annual refit. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co   The winter timetable has return 
trips from Glenridding at 0945 to Howtown and at 1110 and 1345 to 
Howtown and Pooley Bridge.  The boat calls at Aira Force at 
weekends. 

 
MISCELLANY 
 The former turbine steamer QUEEN MARY, laid-up at Tilbury, has 
been bought by the charity Friends of TS Queen Mary who plan to 
raise money to rebuild her for static use in Glasgow. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   The new GLAD TIDINGS VIII was built by Seahawk 
Workboats at Plymouth on a glass fibre hull designed by Kingfisher 
of Falmouth.  She made the three-day voyage to Seahouses in July. 
YorkBoat   Sightseeing trips will run daily from 1 February to  
27 November 2016. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   The ORWELL LADY runs from 26 March 
to 25 September 2016, with afternoon cruises to Harwich on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and some Fridays and Sundays.  Afternoon tea 
cruises are on most Thursdays and there are Sunday trips with a 
buffet lunch.  On 5 July and 23 August, there is a new day trip to 
land at Shotley for lunch and a visit to the HMS Ganges Museum.   
 

THAMES 
Lee & Stort Boat Co has won a long-term contract from the Canal & 
River Trust to continue running trips in the Olympic Park at 

Stratford.  They plan to run more trips and open a café and visitor 
centre at the pontoon. 
Thames Clippers   The new pier at Plantation Wharf, Battersea, was 
opened on 11 November.  The new GALAXY CLIPPER and NEPUNE CLIPPER 
are used on the Putney route and call there between Wandsworth and 
Chelsea. 
French Brothers   40-minute cruises from Windsor continue to run 
every day until 20 December. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The 2016 cruise programme includes day trips to 
Lymington on 18 June, 2 and 30 July, and 13 and 27 August, and to 
the Needles and Yarmouth on 3 July, and 2 and 31 August, as well as 
day trips to Ryde and Cowes, and cruises to the Hamble, Beaulieu 
and Medina rivers. 
Scoot Ferries   The SCOOT 3 was damaged at Portsmouth on  
24 November and a reduced one-boat service is operating on the 
Cowes route until 6 December. 

  SCOOT 2 (from Scoot Ferries) 

Solent & Wightline Cruises   A new catamaran is being built by 
Manor Marine at Portland. 
National Trust   Brownsea Island will be open at weekends from  
6 February, then daily from 19 March to 30 October 2016. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next summer, day trips to Sidmouth 
are on 2 May, 15, 30 and 31 July, and 14 and 27 August.  The 
Torquay and Brixham trip is on Thursdays from 26 May to  
22 September.  There are cruises from Seaton on 19 June and 

National Trust cruises from Lyme Regis on 1 June. 
Brixham Express   The new catamaran is still awaited, while the 
service is being maintained by a chartered 12-passenger boat, 
either SILVER SEA or SPOT ON. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE will 
run next year at Easter then from late-May to September. 
Fal River, Falmouth   The KINGSLEY II has been advertised for sale 
for £50 000. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   Next year, the SCILLONIAN III runs 
from 14 March to 6 November.  Sunday sailings are from 3 July to  
11 September.  The day return fare will be £39.50. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The Harris family has 
retired and the business was bought this year by Andrew Williams.  
Contact details are unchanged.  Next year the CONWAY CASTLE will go 
to Tewkesbury as usual on Wednesdays from May to September, and to 
Worcester on Thursdays 23 June, 28 July and 25 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 

Mersey Ferries   Manchester Ship Canal cruises are advertised for 
56 dates from 9 April to 16 October 2016. 
National Trust (Enterprises), Coniston   The GONDOLA will run daily 
from 25 March to 31 October 2016. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
River Escapes, Newcastle   Cruises to the river mouth in the RIVER 
ESCAPES FORTUNA and up river to Ryton in the 'COVENTINA are on 
Sundays from March to October, and also on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from June to September. 
Nexus   The SPIRIT OF THE TYNE broke down on the evening of  
5 December; the passengers were taken off by a pilot boat and the 
ferry was towed to safety by the Tynemouth lifeboat after drifting 
downstream. 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The KERRERA has been advertised for sale 
for £18 000. 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises   The ELTHAM has been rebuilt and now has an open 
upper deck. 
Thames River Services   The new vessel, originally ordered from 
Mustang Marine of Pembroke, is being built by Tinnemans at 

Maasbracht in the Netherlands (builders of the MERCURIA and 
SAPELE).  She is due in service this year and is to be named THOMAS 
DOGGETT after an Irish actor (c1640-1721) who awarded a prize for 
an annual rowing race for apprentice watermen, a contest which has 
taken place annually since 1715. 
JGF Passenger Boats, Walton-on-Thames   The ALEXANDRA has been 
advertised for sale for £195 000. 
French Brothers   Short trips from Windsor run at weekends this 
winter, and are daily from 13 February.  Two-hour cruises to Bray 
are daily from 25 March to 30 October.  Runnymede-Windsor sailings 
run from 9 April to 11 September and Runnymede to Hampton Court 
from 13 June to 8 September.  Steamboat cruises are scheduled for 
nine dates. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER II was off service from 14 November to 
17 December.  The SOLENT CAT was chartered as usual and the 
timetable was amended. 
Scoot Ferries continued a reduced one-boat service between Cowes 
and Portsmouth until 19 December when sailings were suspended after 
the SCOOT 1 was detained at Yarmouth for unpaid harbour dues.  

Receivers were appointed and all staff are redundant. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL has public cruises in the 
Solent on 14 dates from 4 June to 18 September, goes to Poole on  
15 August with cruises to the Bournemouth Air Festival on  
19-21 August, and returns to Southampton on the 22nd.  
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION was damaged by gales whilst 
berthed at Poole on 31 December.  Subsequent Poole sailings were 
cancelled and she will go for refit while the CONDOR RAPIDE 
maintains the St-Malo service and twice-weekly Poole sailings. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   THE FAIRMILE has been bought by the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy at Portsmouth with a grant of £90 600 from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and £5000 each from the Museum and the 

Coastal Forces Heritage Trust.  She ran between Torquay and Brixham 
as the WESTERN LADY III from 1947 to 2005, ran from Swanage in 
2007-08, then returned to Devon, running for Greenway Ferry as THE 
FAIRMILE from 2009 to 2014. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG returned to Bideford on 18 December 
after her refit at Sharpness.  Her passenger season will run from 
26 March to 28 October.  The day return fare is £36. 
Bristol Packet   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 42 dates 
between 5 March and 10 December.  There will be five trips to Bath. 
Cardiff Cruises (HMS69)   Cruises round Flat Holm in the DAME 
SHIRLEY are advertised for some Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 30 April to 28 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The Merseytravel Committee is to consider 
proposals to reduce annual losses of around £1.5 million, including 
replacing the present vessels and closing one of the Wirral 
terminals.  

Windermere Lake Cruises   The piers were flooded after heavy rain 
on 5 December and boat trips were suspended.  A limited service 
from Lakeside and Ambleside resumed on the 8th and normal services 
from Bowness restarted later.  
Ullswater 'Steamers'   The area was badly affected by flooding on 
5-6 December.  The LADY WAKEFIELD at Pooley Bridge was damaged and 
is now grounded alongside the lake.  The other boats were at 
Glenridding and were unharmed, but roads to the pier were damaged.  
The company hopes to resume boat services in mid-January.  The 
historic Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co Ltd, dating from 1904, 
is now dormant and the boats are run by another family company, 
Lake District Estates Co Ltd, but trade as Ullswater 'Steamers'. 
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             February 2016 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY begins her season on 27 May on 
the Clyde and visits the Western Isles between 31 May and 7 June.  
She has five days on the Bristol Channel on 2-6 September, 
including one trip from Swansea and two to Lundy.  Sailings on the 
South Coast, from 8 to 21 September, and then the Thames, until  
9 October, follow the usual pattern. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Richardson & Simpson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE was at Hull 
from 12 January to 3 February for refit.  The dry dock is on the 
River Hull, the first time she has been there for many years. 
 

THAMES 
Thames River Boats   Sailings from Westminster to Kew, Richmond and 
Hampton Court are due to resume on 25 March. 
Thames Luxury Charters   The DIXIE QUEEN went to Lowestoft for 
refit on 17 January. 

JGF Passenger Boats, Walton-on-Thames   The ALEXANDRA has been 
advertised for sale for £195 000. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading, has bought the LADY DIANA, a sister of 
JGF Passenger Boats' ALEXANDRA, which previously ran in Thorpe 
Park.  She has been renamed CAVERSHAM LADY. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Chichester Canal Trading   The 12-passenger EGREMONT has been 
replaced by the KINGFISHER, a 12.1-m 22-passenger boat built by 
Colecraft in Warwickshire and delivered by road on 11 January.  
Public trips run at weekends from 13 February. 
Wightlink   The ST CLARE went to Falmouth on 6 January for refit. 
Scoot Ferries   Following the company's demise, the SCOOT 1 remains 
impounded at Yarmouth.  The SCOOT 2 and 3 are at East Cowes and 
have returned to their owners who are reported to be refitting them 
for further work in the offshore industry. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON was dry-docked in Falmouth in 
January.  A naming ceremony for the RED JET 6 is scheduled for  
4 July and she is due in service later that month. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   Public trips this year include day trips on  
4 July and 19 August to the Beaulieu River with time ashore at 

Buckler's Hard. 
Hurst Castle Ferries   The SOLENT ROSE has been advertised for sale 
for £72 000 and is to be replaced by a new vessel. 
City Cruises Poole   Trips to Swanage run from 25 March to  
30 October, leaving Poole at 1030, 1300 and 1545.  Evening bird-
watching cruises from Poole and Swanage to the Jurassic Coast are 
on Fridays from 13 May to 17 June. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION sailed to Falmouth on  
13 January for repairs and a refit. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Totnes sailings are daily 
from 25 March to 30 October.  The day trip from Torquay and Brixham 
to Dartmouth runs daily from 1 April to 30 October.  The coastal 

cruise from Dartmouth runs daily except Fridays and Saturdays from 
1 May to 29 September at 1330.  There are no trips advertised to 
Salcombe.  The KINGSWEAR CASTLE runs from 28 May to 29 September 
and from 22 to 26 October.  She is off service most Fridays and 
does shorter 50-minute cruises on Saturdays.  She has 14 trips to 
Totnes. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Trips to Cotehele and Calstock start on  
4 April and run on 21 dates.  There are 16 trips to Morwellham, 
also calling at Cotehele.  There are nine cruises to the River 
Yealm and 26 breakwater cruises, starting on 27 March.  The Cawsand 
service starts on 25 March and runs until 31 October. 
King Harry Steam Ferry Co   The service will be suspended between  
6 and 16 March for the ferry's refit. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   A provisional timetable for the BALMORAL has 
sailings on the South Coast and Thames from 7 June to 3 July, on 
the Irish Sea from 7 to 24 July, and on the Bristol Channel from  
26 July to 31 August. 
Bristol Ferry Boats will have cruises through the Avon Gorge on 20 

dates between 1 April and 22 October.  There will be no cruises up 
the New Cut this year because of work on Ashton Swing Bridge. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Daydream Canal Trips, Stone   The STALEY ROSE has been advertised 
for sale with her existing business for £42 000.  She has been 
running on the Trent & Mersey Canal for the past six seasons. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   Sailings resumed on 14 January when the LADY 
DOROTHY ran between Glenridding, Howtown and Pooley Bridge.  A two-
boat service runs from 19 March to 30 October with a third boat 
from 28 May to 4 September.  Another boat offers a separate service 
between Glenridding and Aira Force at weekends from 19 March to  
30 October, and daily from 28 May to 2 October and during school 
holidays. 
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                 March 2016 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's main Clyde season is from  
18 June to 28 August and she is expected to visit Liverpool and 
Llandudno before appearing on the Bristol Channel on 2 September.  
Her season ends with Clyde sailings on 15-16 October. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY went to Hull for refit on  
12 February. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is again being 
chartered by the RSPB: there are nine puffin cruises between 15 May 
and 10 July, gannet cruises on 16 and 23 July, and 13 August, and 
five skua and shearwater cruises from 27 August to 25 September. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services   The 12-passenger EXPLORER 12 is 
for sale and is being replaced by the PUFFIN BILLI from Lymington.  
She was originally a lifeboat on the liner CANBERRA then ran in 

Bristol as the TAURUS before going to Lymington.  Her red hull has 
been repainted yellow.  The service will run on sunny days from  
25 March to 31 October and every day from 1 May to 30 September. 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises   Sailings from Westminster, the London Eye, Tower 
Pier and Greenwich continue every half hour this season.  Non-
landing cruises to Westminster from Tower Pier will also call at 
Bankside this year, and run from 26 March to 30 October. 
Thames River Services   The summer timetable, with sailings from 
Westminster to Greenwich every half hour, and hourly cruises to the 
Thames Barrier, runs from 21 March to 30 October. 
Thames Clippers   The STORM CLIPPER went to East Cowes for a major 
refit on 25 February, calling at Dover and Brighton Marina. 
Thames Luxury Charters   The DIXIE QUEEN left Lowestoft on  
17 February.  After further work in Tilbury, she returned to London 
on the 29th. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   There are public trips on 6 March, on 
weekends from 26 March to 25 September, and daily in school 
holidays.  There are no trips on 22-30 August because of the 
Reading Festival. 

 
SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The ST CLARE left Falmouth on 10 February to return to 
Portsmouth.  The ST CECILIA was at Cherbourg for her refit from  
12 to 23 February.  There is a revised timetable on the Ryde 
service from 22 February to 18 March for refits; the SOLENT CAT is 
chartered as usual in the mornings and evenings from Mondays to 
Fridays. 
Gosport Ferry   The PORTSMOUTH QUEEN has been sold and left on  
29 February for new owners on the Thames.  She arrived at Gravesend 
on 1 March. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED OSPREY went to Falmouth for refit on  
23 February. 

http://www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk/
http://www.yorkshire-belle.co.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/eastyorkshire/events/
http://www.harwichharbourferry.com/
http://www.citycruises.com/
http://www.thamesriverservices.co.uk/
http://www.thamesclippers.com/
http://www.thamesluxurycharters.co.uk/
http://www.thamesrivercruise.co.uk/
http://www.wightlink.co.uk/
http://www.gosportferry.co.uk/
http://www.redfunnel.co.uk/
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Solent & Wightline Cruises   The new catamaran is named ALI CAT and 
was launched at Portland on 12 February.  She was towed to Cowes on 
the 17th and will be completed there. 
South Boats IoW Charters has been formed by South Boats of Cowes to 

run the catamarans which were chartered to Scoot Ferries.  They are 
available for charter and the firm is also considering a Hamble-
Cowes ferry service. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The PUFFIN BILLI has gone to Harwich 
after four seasons at Lymington. 
Greenslade Pleasure Boats, Poole   The first Wareham trip of the 
season is on 8 April. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries announced on 15 February there would be only one  
daily sailing from Poole this season; a double trip was originally 
scheduled for summer Saturdays but the timings were unpopular.  The 
CONDOR LIBERATION returned to Poole on 11 February after her refit 
at Falmouth.  She broke down on 26 February and reached Guernsey 
but could not continue to Jersey; her sailings on the 27th and 29th 
were cancelled and she resumed on 1 March.  The COMMODORE CLIPPER's 
internal ramp was faulty when she arrived at Portsmouth on  
27 February and 44 vehicles could not be unloaded until the 
evening, while that day's sailing was cancelled.  The CONDOR RAPIDE 
arrived in Falmouth on 1 March for her refit. 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   The Dartmouth-Greenway service resumes on 23 March 
and runs daily. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The Mevagissey-Fowey service runs from  
28 April to 1 October with up to five trips daily. 
M Pill, Falmouth   The MEDINA MIST will this season run to the 
Helford River in conjunction with John Pill's PRINCESSA. 
Sam Pill, Falmouth, trading as Cornwall Pleasure Cruises, is to 
operate the MAID OF THE TAY from the Prince of Wales Pier to the 
Helford River, competing with the MEDINA MIST and PRINCESSA. 
Fal River, Falmouth   The ENTERPRISE boats will run daily 
(including Sundays) from 21 March, with three trips daily to Malpas 
via Trelissick.  From 23 May to 1 October, two boats offer five 
trips daily to Malpas or Truro, with some going via St Mawes. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Newark Castle Line is the new trading name of the owner of the 
SONNING.  She is due to make her first trips of the season on  
19 March.   
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                 April 2016 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Waverley Excursions   The last sailings of the WAVERLEY's programme 
to be published are a Liverpool-Llandudno trip on 30 August and a 
cruise from Liverpool to the Lancashire coast on the 31st.  Captain 
Ross Cochrane has been appointed as her new master; he previously 
worked on P&O or Cunard cruise ships. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY arrived back in Scarborough 
on 17 March after her refit in Hull and was ready to begin sailing 
at Easter. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE did her first trip 
of the season on 24 March. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services   The PUFFIN BILLI has been renamed 
HARBOUR FERRY, but will not replace the smaller EXPLORER 12 until  
1 May, after a new gangway is built for Felixstowe. 

 
THAMES 
Crate Brewery, Hackney Wick   The ALFRED LEROY is offering 
lunchtime cocktail cruises at weekends via Limehouse Cut to 
Limehouse or to Springfield Park on the River Lee. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT SUN was at Cherbourg from 8 to 17 March for 
refit. 
Isle of Wight Council   The service was suspended from 29 March to 
1 April for the floating bridge's annual refit.  A replacement 
service was provided for foot passengers.  A new ferry has been 
ordered from Mainstay Marine Solutions (formerly Mustang Marine) of 
Pembroke Dock, and is due in service in January 2017.  It will be 
37 m long and have four lanes for vehicles. 
Hurst Castle Ferries   Trips from Keyhaven to Yarmouth and from 
Yarmouth to Hurst Castle run on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 31 May to 8 September.  The boat sails from Keyhaven at 1045, 
Yarmouth to Hurst Castle at 1130 and Yarmouth to Keyhaven at 1430. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION was detained at Poole after 
safety defects were found on 15 March and her sailings were 
cancelled until 19 March.  The CONDOR RAPIDE returned to service on 
24 March after her refit.  The continuing problems with the CONDOR 
LIBERATION have led to protests in the Channel Islands 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   THE FAIRMILE sailed from Dartmouth, where she had 
been laid-up since 2014, to Brixham on 4 March. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The SPIRIT OF PLYMOUTH has been advertised 
for sale for £450 000 and the owner would like a larger vessel. 
Sam Pill (Cornwall Pleasure Cruises), Falmouth   The MAID OF THE 
TAY has been renamed QUEEN OF HELFORD and began running cruises to 
the River Fal on 19 March.  She is now doing morning and afternoon 
cruises to the Helford River. 
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Fal River, Falmouth   The "park & float" service from Ponsharden to 
Custom House Quay runs on Mondays to Fridays from 16 May to  
16 September. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL went to Sharpness on 3 April for her 
refit.  Her full schedule has been published: she starts on the 
Bristol Channel on 13 May, then the South Coast (26 May), Thames 
(27 May - 5 June), South Coast (7-12 June), Thames (15-28 June), 
South Coast (29 June - 3 July), Irish Sea (7-24 July), Bristol 
Channel (26 July - 5 September), South Coast (7-11 September), 
North Wales (15-20 September), Clyde (23-26 September) and Bristol 
Channel (30 September to 3 October).  Her master this season will 
be David Howie who has in the past been a mate on the BALMORAL. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN hit Victoria Pier at 
Douglas on the evening of 23 March, injuring five passengers.  
After repairs in dry dock in Birkenhead, she returned to service on 
3 April. 
 
 
 

____________________  www.trip-out.co.uk  ©  G P Hamer  6 April 2016 

http://www.trip-out.co.uk/


 

                   May 2016 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY steamed from Glasgow to Greenock 
on 25 April for dry-docking. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The SUMMER QUEEN has been bought from 
Ullapool and is now running from Whitby.  She was built at Bideford 
in 1972 and ran from Padstow as the TRI STAR until 1988, then spent 
26 years running from Ullapool.  On certain dates, 3½-hour coastal 
cruises are scheduled from Whitby.  
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Waveney River Tours, Oulton Broad   The SOUTHERN BELLE is still 
laid-up at Oulton Broad.  She was last used in 2010. 
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services   The HARBOUR FERRY (ex PUFFIN 
BILLI) is now due to start running on 15 May. 
 

THAMES 

Jetstream Charters, Chatham, operators of a 10-seater speedboat, 
have bought the SOUTHERN BAY ROSE from Jersey.  Originally the 
CONDOR KESTREL, a tender for Condor's hydrofoils at Sark, she was 
the SEAWAYS EXPRESS at Torquay before going to Jersey.  She sailed 
from Jersey to the Medway on 11-12 April, calling in Brighton for 
fuel.  The firm plans to offer one-hour cruises from Rochester as 
well as charters. 
Bewl Water Cruises   The leisure facilities at the lake have been 
bought by the Markerstudy Group, an insurance company.  Cruises 
have ceased and the SWALLOW has been sold to return to Paignton.  
She ran from Paignton as the SPARKLE from 1977 to 2000. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Public trips now run from a new pier 
by Caversham Bridge, opened by the mayor of Reading on 7 April. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   Plans for improved terminals at Portsmouth and 
Fishbourne, with double-deck ramps for vehicles, have been approved 
by local councils.  A new ferry for the route has been ordered from 
Cemre in Turkey for delivery in 2018.  It will carry 178 cars, 1000 
passengers, and will have hybrid power with batteries.  The cost is 
around £24 million. 

Red Funnel Ferries   The RED EAGLE was at Falmouth from 16 to 25 
April for propeller repairs while a reduced service ran to East 
Cowes.  Red Funnel's plans for a new terminal at East Cowes have 
been rejected by the Isle of Wight Council. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL left Southampton on 2 May 
for dry-docking at Falmouth. 
Starlight Ferries has been set up to provide a Yarmouth-Lymington 
service early on Monday mornings and late on Friday evenings when 
there is no Wightlink service.  The 12-passenger former Bembridge 
lifeboat MERSEY ROSE will be chartered from Needles Pleasure 
Cruises.  The trial service will run from May to October. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
South Coast Cruises, St Helier   The owner, Dennis Spencer, has 
retired after running cruises from 1985 to 1999 in the PRIDE OF THE 
BAY then from 2000 in the SOUTHERN BAY ROSE. 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH went to Polruan 
in April for her annual refit. 
Calstock Ferry   The Calstock-Cotehele service will not run this 
year and the 12-passenger boat is for sale. 
Sam Pill (Cornwall Pleasure Cruises), Falmouth   Shortly after 
entering service, the QUEEN OF HELFORD has been advertised for sale 
for £42 000 as the owner wants a bigger boat. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG was advertised to do a Bideford-
Ilfracombe coastal cruise on 29 April. 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL returned to Bristol on 21 April after 
her refit at Sharpness. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Restoration of the former 
tug/passenger steamer is nearly complete and she steamed from 
Cammell Laird's yard to Liverpool on 3 May.  She will be open to 

the public in the Albert Dock in Liverpool on 7-8 May as part of 
the 'Steam on the Dock Festival'.  A programme of summer cruises is 
to be announced. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE was at Birkenhead 
for refit from 12 April to 2 May. 

 

MISCELLANY 
The BELLE (1894), last operated by the Maidenhead Steam 

Navigation Co, has been transported by road from Hull to a field 
near Sittingbourne in Kent where she is apparently for sale. 
 The former turbine steamer QUEEN MARY is to be towed from 
Tilbury to the Clyde this month. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   Trips to Holy Island are on various dates 
until 27 October, either in a RIB or a GLAD TIDINGS boat. 
Nexus will be offering a programme of 2- and 3-hour afternoon and 
evening cruises between 10 June and 1 October.  
 

EAST ANGLIA  
'Viking Saga', Maldon   The VIKING SAGA will be offering trips from 
Clacton on 25 and 26 June as part of a Sea and Beach Festival. 
 

THAMES 
 Westminster Pier is being extended so that Thames Clippers can 
start new services from Westminster. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The Tilbury ferry runs 
from West Street Pier instead of Town Pier during the visits of the 
BALMORAL and WAVERLEY.  There was no service on 28 May as two large 
cruise ships were occupying Tilbury Landing Stage. 

Thames Clippers   The STAR CLIPPER went to East Cowes on 28 April 
for a refit, following the return of the STORM CLIPPER. 
French Brothers   The NUNEHAM is off service this season for a 
refit, so the STREATLEY will be doing all the steamboat trips. 
Salter's Steamers   The OXFORD has been chartered by IKEA to 
promote its new store opening in Reading.  Between 3 and 30 June 
she will be visiting Reading, Henley, Marlow, Cookham, Maidenhead, 
Windsor, Wallingford, Benson, Abingdon and Oxford, with displays of 
IKEA's products and will offer short cruises. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL returned to Southampton on 
10 May after her refit at Falmouth. 
White Horse Ferries   The URIAH HEEP collided with Hythe Pier on 
the evening of 13 May; the wheelhouse was badly damaged and 
passengers suffered minor injuries.  The GREAT EXPECTATIONS C D was 
off for refit at the time, but returned to service on 23 May, after 
the service had been maintained by the SOLENT ROSE, chartered from 
Hurst Castle Ferries. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 

Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH will do cruises 
to the Torbay Airshow on 11 and 12 June, landing at Paignton. 
J & M Rackley, Starcross and Dawlish   The MY QUEEN's certificate 
was withdrawn last year and she is laid-up.    
Greenway Ferry   THE FAIRMILE was delivered from Brixham to her new 
owners in Portsmouth in March and is being refitted on Southampton 
Water at Marchwood. 
Funfish Trips, Brixham, was started last year by John Ford, 
previously of Greenway Ferry, and ran a 12-passenger boat.  It will 
be joined by the LADY ELIZABETH and by the JOYBELLE from Paignton.  
Short cruises and angling trips are offered from Brixham, Torquay 
and Paignton. 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The company's turnover in 
2015 increased by 11% to £5 232 406, and profit after tax was  
£636 255.  The number of boat passengers increased from 251 394 in 
2014 to 353 174.  The increase is attributed to the withdrawal of 

Greenway Ferry from Tor Bay.  The hull of the CARDIFF CASTLE was 
replated at a cost of £48 000. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The PLYMOUTH PRINCESS has been advertised for 
sale for £185 000.  The SPIRIT OF PLYMOUTH has also been offered 
for sale and the owner wants a larger vessel. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co has bought the Norwegian cargo ship 
MALI ROSE (1992), similar in layout to the GRY MARITHA, but larger. 
She will replace the GRY MARITHA in the autumn after conversion.   
St Mary's Boatmen's Association   The SURPRISE started taking in 
water on 15 May during a cruise to the Western Rocks.  The 48 
passengers were taken to St Mary's by lifeboat while the SURPRISE 
was escorted to St Mary's and lifted out of the water. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL's first sailing, on 13 May, was 
cancelled because of a generator problem; she ran on the Bristol 
Channel on 14, 15 and 16 May but then had a propeller shaft bearing 
problem and went to Avonmouth for repairs.  She left on 28 May and 
resumed sailing on the 31st on the Thames after missing 11 days' 
sailings.  Her Thames sailings have been very poorly supported, 

most carrying around 20 to 40 passengers. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Gloucester Waterways Museum closed for refurbishment on 1 November 
and is now due to reopen on 29 July when the name will revert to 
National Waterways Museum Gloucester.  Boat trips in the QUEEN 
BOADICEA II resumed on 28 May; there is a 45-minute trip at 1330 on 
Saturdays and Sundays.   
Bancroft Cruisers, Stratford   The owner, John Macartney-Filgate, 
died on 24 March at the age of 75. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   The LADY WAKEFIELD was returned to the lake 
on 12 May after being stranded since December's floods.  She is now 
being repaired for a return to service. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE was dry-docked at 
Birkenhead on 17-18 May to investigate a vibration problem.  She 
made a trial call at Holyhead on 22 May to see if it can be used as 

an alternative port.  She is making an evening cruise round the 
island on 25 June.  The company says it will replace the BEN-MY-
CHREE by 2021 and the MANANNAN by 2023 if the current Douglas port 
user agreement is renewed. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY began her season as scheduled on 
27 May and had successful sailings from Oban and Kyle of Lochalsh.  
On 3 July, she completed her day trip from Glasgow to Red Bay and 
the Antrim coast. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The SUMMER QUEEN has revived trips to land 
at Staithes; they are dependent on the weather so seem to be 
advertised at short notice. 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY spent a week at Hull in June 
running educational trips on the Humber.  The CORONIA is laid up 
again this year and only the REGAL LADY is operating. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The SOUTHERN BAY ROSE has been renamed 
JACOB MARLEY after the character in Charles Dickens' 'A Christmas 
Carol'.  One-hour trips from Rochester started on 2 July and will 

run at weekends at 1030, 1230, 1430 and 1630. 
Bewl Water   The waterbus AVON BELLE has been bought and renamed 
BEWL BELLE for trips on the reservoir.  She was built as the LADY 
AMHURST to run at Thorpe Park in Surrey and was later at Upton-
upon-Severn.  In 2014 she was sold and taken to Ratcliffe-on-Soar 
in Nottinghamshire, but was promptly offered for sale again.    
Groundwork South has no funding to continue running the ELSDALE II, 
used mainly for educational trips, and its future is unknown.  
 

SOUTH COAST 
 Swanage Pier Trust has announced an appeal to raise £900 000 
for essential repairs to the pier. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 6 was named by Princess Anne at 
Cowes on 4 July and will enter service after further trials.  The 
RED JET 5 has been sold, reportedly to Toremar in Italy; she had 
run for Red Funnel for seven years after previous service in the 
Bahamas. 
Solent & Wightline Cruises   The WIGHT SCENE will offer cruises 
from Portsmouth on 22, 23 and 24 July to follow the America's Cup 
yacht races.  
South Boats IoW Charters   The SCOOT 3 has been renamed FORTRESS 1. 

Puffin Cruises, Lymington, has a new 12-passenger boat for river 
trips, replacing the PUFFIN BILLI which is now at Harwich.     
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Trident Charter Co, Guernsey   The HERM TRIDENT V hit a rock on  
8 June at low water in fog.  The 16 passengers were taken off.  
Repairs were expected to keep the vessel out of service until July. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The BRIXHAM EXPRESS was finally delivered in June 
and sailed via Arklow to arrive in Padstow on the 11th and Brixham 
on 18 June.  The service has been suspended while crew training is 

taking place. 

   (Photo from Brixham Express) 

Flushing Ferry   The ferry from Falmouth, run by Rhos Newman's LOOK 
AHEAD II for the past two years, is now run by the MIRANDA again. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   There will be two more Bideford-Ilfracombe coastal 
trips on 11 and 25 July, but these will be the last this year 
because of the tides. 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL completed her Thames and South Coast 
trips with generally poor loadings.  She was chartered on 6 June 
for the inauguration of a wind farm off the Kent coast.  On  
11 June, she hit and damaged the Trinity Landing pontoon at Cowes 
and all subsequent calls at Cowes were cancelled.  Sailings were 

cancelled on 23 June because of a "mechanical issue" and on 29 June 
and 1 July because of the weather.  She left on 5 July for North 
Wales. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Windermere Lake Cruises   There was a special cruise on 27 June to 
mark the 125th anniversary of the launching of the TERN and a 
plaque was unveiled by Lord Cavendish. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
A & T Douglas, Seahouses   A second catamaran has been acquired and 
renamed SERENITY III.  The SERENITY has been advertised for sale. 
RiverShack, Stockton-on-Tees, is a new operator which started 
running trips on the non-tidal Tees between Yarm and Preston Park 
on 28 May.  The KERRERA has been bought from Whitby and renamed 
JUNO. 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY will be offering trips from 
Great Yarmouth during the maritime festival on 10-11 September.  
She was based there, as the OULTON BELLE, from 1930 to 1953, and 
was at Norwich from 1971 to 1986, but has not been in Norfolk 
since. 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises   The CITY ALPHA has been completely rebuilt and now 
has an upper passenger deck. 
Thames Clippers began calling at a newly-extended Westminster Pier 

on 1 August.   
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA will, as usual, be operating 
at Reading during the Reading Festival on 26-28 August. 
Thames Steamers   The ALASKA's boiler was found to have a leak on  
4 July.  She was taken out of service, the boiler was retubed, and 
she was back in service on 25 July.  
 

SOUTH COAST 
Baker Trayte Marine, Portsmouth, bought the PRIDE OF HAYLING last 
year and reopened the Eastney-Hayling ferry on 5 August.  The 
service runs every day at 40-minute intervals.  The ferry had been 
suspended for 16 months since the previous operator ceased trading 
on 31 March 2015. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 6 entered service to Cowes on  
22 July and was advertised for an excursion on 24 July to view the 
America's Cup yacht races.  The RED JET 5 has been delivered to 
Italy and renamed SCHIOPPARELLO JET after a beach on Elba. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   There will be a Lymington-Cowes service as 
usual during Cowes week (6-13 August), with sailings from Lymington 
at 0700 and 0930, and from Cowes at 1830.  Following the 
construction of the ALI CAT for Solent & Wightline Cruises, the 

ASHLEIGH R is being offered for sale for £575 000. 
White Horse Ferries   The URIAH HEEP has not been repaired after 
her accident on 13 May, and is now for sale. 
South Boats IoW Charters   The FORTRESS I (ex SCOOT 3) is now 
working on charter on the Firth of Forth. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   The TOCQUEVILLE, which ran to the Channel 
Islands from 2007 to 2009, has gone to Taiwan after being laid-up 
since 2010. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The BRIXHAM EXPRESS entered service on 25 July.  
There are nine return trips on weekdays, seven on Saturdays and 
none on Sundays. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL completed her North Wales and Irish Sea 
trips, including well-supported day trips from Whitehaven to 
Douglas.  She resumed Bristol Channel sailings on 26 July, but was 
cancelled by the weather on 1-4 August.  September sailings on the 
South Coast have been cancelled and she will instead offer extra 
trips in North Wales.  The MV Balmoral Fund has received a donation 
of £59 000 from Phillip Cade. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The ROYAL IRIS OF THE MERSEY grounded at Eastham 
on 10 July and started taking in water.  Passengers and crew were 
taken off and the ferry has since been under repair.  All 
Manchester Ship Canal cruises are cancelled until 31 August. 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   The LADY WAKEFIELD was back in the water on 
15 July after her repairs and has returned to service. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY sailed from Liverpool on 30 and 
31 August.  She was on the Bristol Channel from 2 to 5 September, 
but couldn't get to Ilfracombe on the 3rd and was cancelled by the 
weather on the 4th.  On 5 September, she completed a Swansea-
Ilfracombe-Lundy trip then left for Weymouth. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   The GLAD TIDINGS V offered a cruise from Amble 
on 29 August to view the parade of tall ships off Blyth. 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The SUMMER QUEEN will offer four-hour 
whale-watching cruises in September and October, usually leaving at 
0930 and 1415. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
City Boats, Norwich, have ceased running river trips.  The owners 
are retiring and the business is for sale. 
 

THAMES 
 Southend Pier was closed on 9 and 10 June after cracks were 
found in some pile caps.  It reopened on 11 June for visitors on 
foot, but the pier train service is suspended until further notice. 
 This year's Sail Royal Greenwich event is on 15-18 September.  
Ten Dutch sailing ships, the GALLANT, IRIS, J R TOLKIEN, JANTJE, 
LOTH LORIËN, MERCEDES, MORGENSTER, OOSTERSCHELDE, THALASSA and 
ZEPHYR, carrying up to 135 passengers, will offer cruises from 
Woolwich past Greenwich. 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY is offering a cruise 
from Rochester to off Sheerness on 7 September to view the 
demolition of the chimney at the Isle of Grain power station. 
Hidden Depths Canal Cruises, Islington, has been running a 12-
passenger boat on the Regent's Canal since 2013.  She has been 
joined this year by the 42-passenger narrow boat FREDA, built by 
Star Line Boats at Nuneaton.  Both boats offer charter trips.   
 

SOUTH COAST 
South Boats IoW Charters   The SCOOT 2 has reverted to her previous 
name of GARDIAN 14 and is now working away from the Solent after 
visiting the Channel Islands. 

Starlight Ferries   The trial Lymington-Yarmouth service (see May 
issue) ended on 12 August owing to a lack of passengers. 
Dorset Cruises, Poole, now concentrate on charter work and the only 
public trips advertised are evening party cruises on Saturdays.    
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
 Alderney Shipping chartered the GARDIAN 14 for a trial trip 
between Alderney and Guernsey on 17 August.  The company runs a 
cargo service and is looking for financial support for a passenger 
service.   
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Funfish Trips, Brixham   The LADY ELIZABETH has been rebuilt and 
renamed BRIXHAM BELLE.  In August she began short wildlife cruises 
from Brixham.  On 25 and 26 August, she was advertised to do trips 

to Dartmouth Regatta, and she has also done an evening trip to land 
at Babbacombe. 
Rivermaid, Kingsbridge   The RIVERMAID has not operated this 
season. 
Great Western Riverboats, Falmouth   The WESTERN ENDEAVOUR is not 
running this season and will be sold. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
The SHARPHAM BELLE of Greenway Ferry was bought by Ian Macnab 

of Langport on the River Parrett.  She was built in 1908 for the 
Teignmouth-Shaldon ferry and ran there until 2010.  She will run 
trips on the Parrett, carrying up to 12 passengers. 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL was cancelled on 7 and 19-22 August, 
and 3 September because of the weather, and on 8-10 and 23-24 
August because of mechanical problems.  She completed a one-way 
trip to Padstow on 5 September and is due to run in North Wales 
from 7 to 20 September.  
 

WEST WALES 
Seaborne Tenby is a new operator who bought the IOLAIRE from 

Plymouth Boat Trips last winter.  Originally at Iona, she later ran 
from Tenby to Caldey before going to Plymouth.  She offers coastal 
cruises from Tenby, but is now for sale again. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The ROYAL IRIS OF THE MERSEY is still under repair 
after her accident on 10 July, and all the remaining Manchester 
Ship Canal cruises have been cancelled.  Naval architects are to be 
appointed to design a new ferry which could replace the ROYAL IRIS 
OF THE MERSEY in 2021. 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   The DANIEL ADAMSON crossed 
the Mersey under steam on 25 August for the first time since her 
restoration (she was towed by a tug when she went in May).  She 
will be open to the public in the Albert Dock in Liverpool on 8-11 
September.  She has not yet been granted a passenger certificate. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   After the MANANNAN's season ends on  
6 November, the BEN-MY-CHREE sails as usual from Heysham with 
weekend sailings from Birkenhead.  She sails from Dublin to Douglas 

on 18 and 27 December. 
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 The summer of 2016 brought mixed weather.  After a wet June, 
southern and eastern England had dry weather, but Wales and north-
west England had above-average rainfall.  Temperatures were above 
average, especially in September.   
 The BALMORAL, in her second season owned by MV Balmoral Fund, 
has lost more sailings through breakdowns than the weather.  After 
two unprofitable years, they will need to raise a lot more money if 
they are to cure the mechanical problems and attempt another season. 
 

Geoffrey Hamer 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Waverley Excursions   A recurring boiler problem led to the 
cancellation of sailings on 10 and 25 September.  Sailings on 4 and 
5 October have been cancelled by the weather while some calls at 
Bournemouth, Swanage, Yarmouth and Clacton were cancelled for the 
same reason. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 

T Machin, Scarborough   Bad weather prevented the REGAL LADY from 
going to Great Yarmouth for the planned trips during the Maritime 
Festival on 10-11 September.  She will continue running from 
Scarborough in October. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Sailing Barge Victor will be offering 4-hour winter bird-watching 
cruises from Harwich.  Contact Ipswich Tourist Information Centre. 
 

THAMES 
 Of the Dutch sailing ships advertised to offer trips in London 
on 15-18 September, only the LOTH LORIËN was absent. 
Thames Luxury Charters   The ERASMUS suffered an engine room fire 
on 11 September and collided with the river wall by Canary Wharf 
Pier.  There were no injuries and the 142 passengers were taken 
off.  The ERASMUS has since been under repair in dry dock at 
Greenwich. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   The "new" CAVERSHAM LADY entered 
service in August after conversion from the LADY DIANA, originally 
at Thorpe Park; she can now carry 126 passengers.  On Sundays in 

October, there will be short cruises at 1200 and 1300 and a cruise 
to Mapledurham at 1430.  
 

SOUTH COAST 
City Cruises Poole   Harbour cruises and trips to Swanage continue 
until 31 October.  There are "Santa" cruises between 10 and 24 
December, and bird-watching cruises on some weekends from  
31 December to 26 March. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The service will be 
suspended for two or three weeks from 7 November for a refit. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The fast ferry service from Poole is limited to 
one sailing a week, on Fridays, from 11 November to 9 December and 
from 6 January to 3 February; services are increased for the 

Christmas and New Year holidays. 
Manche Iles Express   Granville-Jersey sailings continue until  
30 October and there are sailings on eight days in December. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Bird-watching cruises are scheduled 
for 20 dates from 13 November to 14 March.  Next year's Exeter Ship 
Canal cruises will be on 20 May, 2 and 19 June, 2 and 18 July, and 
15 and 30 September. 
S & M Garrett, Topsham   The SEA DREAM II is being chartered by the 
RSPB for avocet cruises on 12 dates between 13 November and  
27 February. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE's 
season ended on 17 September and sailings in the rest of September 
and in October have been cancelled. 
Plymouth Boat Trips took over the Cremyll Ferry on 20 July from 
Jean and Francis Knight who had run it since 1985.  The new owner 
says he would like to restore the NORTHERN BELLE which has been 
laid-up since being damaged in a collision in December 2013. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   Sailings on 9 and 16 September in North Wales, and 
on the 24th on the Clyde were cancelled by the weather.  Her return 
from the Clyde was delayed by the weather and her daytime sailings 
from Penarth and Clevedon on the 30th were cancelled.  After final 
sailings on 2 October, she went to lay-up in Bristol the next day. 
Bristol Ferry Boats has been awarded £257 000 by Power to Change, a 
trust funded by the Big Lottery, to build a new electric ferry boat 
which is expected to enter service in 2018. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   On 26 September the DANIEL 
ADAMSON was given a certificate to carry 100 passengers.  Her first 
public cruise was on the River Weaver from Ellesmere Port to Acton 
Bridge on 30 September.  This month, she will be in the Canning 
Dock, Liverpool, and open to the public at weekends and in the 
school holidays. 
Windermere Lake Cruises   Winter sailings will run daily from 
Lakeside, Bowness, Brockhole and Ambleside, except that from  
7 January to 3 February Lakeside will be served only at weekends. 

Keswick Launch Co   There will be no sailings this winter between 
30 November and 5 February. 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   The winter timetable, from 31 October, has 
three trips daily from Glenridding, at 0945 to Howtown and at 1110 
and 1345 to Howtown and Pooley Bridge. 
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 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions 
but, unusually, there have been no changes.   

 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(1) City Cruises 2407    1(1)  City Cruises     5573 
2(2) Thames Luxury Ch 1771  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2798 
3(3) Woods' Silver Fleet 1414  3(3)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   2081 
4(4)   Bateaux London       1039    4(4)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1704 
5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  977    5(5)  French Brothers      1319  
6(6)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(6)  York/ChesterBoat     1310 
7(7)   White Funnel          735    7(7)  Thames Luxury Ch     1300 
8(8) Waverley Excursions  693  8(8)  Crown River Cruises  1257  
9(9)   Dartmouth SR&RB Co    630  9(9)  Salter's Steamers    1149 
10(10) Capital Pleasure B.   622   10(10) Thames Cruises       1065 
           
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her Thames sailings on 
9 October and sailed back to Glasgow, calling at Whitstable and 
Weymouth for bunkers.  She made her final trips of the season on 
the Clyde on 15 and 16 October. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   Strong winds from late-September led to 
the cancellation of whale-watching trips for the rest of the 
season. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE made her last trip 
of the season on 30 October and sailed to Hull on 1 November for 
dry docking. 
 

THAMES 
 Southend Pier trains began running again at midday on 5 October 
after a break of nearly four months. 
 In London, a new Blackfriars Pier opened on 31 October; it's 
downstream of the Blackfriars bridges, replacing the pier on the 
upstream side of the bridges. 
R P Mahony (Dover White Cliffs Tours)   The berth at Dover is being 

redeveloped and will no longer be available so the SOUTHERN QUEEN 
has been sold.  Originally the HEART'S CONTENT at Plymouth then 
Dartmouth, and later the CALDEY QUEEN at Saundersfoot and Tenby, 
she went to Dover in 2001.  On 11 October she sailed to Sandwich. 
Sandwich River Bus is the new owner of the SOUTHERN QUEEN.  Captain 
Colin Carr has been running 12-passenger boats since 1999 on the 
River Stour and hopes to start running the SOUTHERN QUEEN in 
December. 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   Cruises from Rochester will run on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays until 18 December. 
Thames Clippers   Two vessels have been ordered from Wight Shipyard 
Co (formerly Shemara Refit, builders of the RED JET 6) at East 
Cowes.  They will be 35 m long and carry 170 passengers.  Delivery 
is due next summer. 
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Thames Boats   THE WYNDHAM was found to be taking in water in the 
early hours of 14 October at her overnight mooring.  The fire 
brigade pumped her out and she has since been dry-docked for 
repairs. 

Parr Boats, Kingston   The HURLEY has been advertised for sale for 
£80 000. 
London Shell Co, Paddington, is a new operator offering seafood 
dinner cruises on the Regent's Canal in the PRINCE REGENT, acquired 
from The Floating Boater. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   There is a two-ship service to East Cowes from 
31 October to 30 March, with a third ship around Christmas and the 
New Year.  One ship makes two round trips on Christmas Day. 
Isle of Wight Council   The present vessel is to be withdrawn in 
January and work will then be carried out on the slipways while a 
launch service is provided for pedestrians.  The new ferry is now 
due for delivery in February. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   Next year, the COMMODORE CLIPPER will serve the 
Channel Islands on Sundays from 4 June to 10 September, so will not 
be running to Cherbourg. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The BRIXHAM EXPRESS was withdrawn on 27 September 
for technical reasons and went to Plymouth for repairs.  The 
service was maintained by the BRIXHAM VITESSE. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   One-hour cruises from 
Dartmouth will run this winter on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, and except in January on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Dockyard cruises will run on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays in November. 
George Pill (Falmouth Fishing Trips) has bought the LOOK AHEAD II 
from Rhos Newman.  She will be running from the Custom House Quay 
next year. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Kingfisher Cruises, Symonds Yat   The KINGFISHER has been 
advertised for sale by the owner for £26 500. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The SNOWDROP was taken out of service for a refit 
on 7 October.  The ROYAL IRIS OF THE MERSEY ran from 10 October but 

broke down on the 13th, and services have been suspended until 
further notice.  Next year, Manchester Ship Canal cruises are 
scheduled for 52 dates between 10 April and 10 October. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE returned to 
Bridlington on 26 November after dry-docking in Hull. 
YorkBoat   Trips will run daily next year from 4 February to  
26 November. 
 

THAMES 
 Tower Bridge was closed for maintenance on 4 December and a 
ferry service operated between St Katharine and Butler's Wharf 
using THE EDWARDIAN of Thames Luxury Charters and the SALIENT of 
Crown River Cruises. 
Woolwich Ferry   Two new ferries have been ordered by Transport for 
London from the Remontowa yard in Poland.  They will have a hybrid 
propulsion system supplied by Norwegian Electric Systems. 
Thames River Services   The new Dutch-built THOMAS DOGGETT has 
carried out trials on the river Maas and is apparently due in 
London soon. 
Salter's Steamers   Services next year run from 27 May to  

10 September, apart from Marlow-Windsor which starts on 5 June, and 
Wallingford to Abingdon and Reading which run from 10 July to  
28 August. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The ASHLEIGH R has been sold and left 
Southampton on 13 November for Padstow where she is being refitted 
for her new owner, Plymouth Boat Trips. 
Isle of Wight Council   The floating bridge will make its last 
crossings on 2 January and it will then be sold.  A replacement 
passenger launch will run until the new ferry enters service in 
late March. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION was at Falmouth from  
10 November to 6 December for refit.  The CONDOR RAPIDE covered 
both Poole and St-Malo routes. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The BRIXHAM EXPRESS returned to Brixham on  
6 December after over two months in Plymouth for repairs and a 

refit. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   A boat will run from the Barbican to Cremyll 
on 10 and 11 December for the Mount Edgcumbe Christmas Fayre.  The 
NORTHERN BELLE has been lifted out of the water at Millbrook to 
assess whether she can be repaired.  The ASHLEIGH R has been bought 
from Blue Funnel Cruises. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG sailed to Sharpness on 17 November 
for dry-docking.  Next year, the OLDENBURG's passenger sailings 
will run from 28 March to 27 October. 
Bristol Packet   Next year, Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 43 
dates from 25 March to 10 December.  There will be five day trips 
to Bath. 
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Bristol Ferry Boats   There will be no service between the city 
centre and Temple Meads between 5 and 19 December as a new 
footbridge is being built to Finzels Reach, a development of 
offices and flats on the site of an old brewery. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Away2dine, Birmingham   The business, including a hotel boat, has 
been advertised for sale for £370 000. 
Daydream Canal Trips, Stone   The STALEY ROSE has been sold after 
running on the Trent & Mersey Canal for six years. 
Georgie's Canal Cruises, Teddesley, is a new operator who will run 
afternoon tea cruises on the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal 
with the STALEY ROSE which is to be renamed GEORGIE KATE.  
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The SNOWDROP was due to resume on 26 November but 
there was no service that day because of fog.  The service started 
on the 27th after a break of over six weeks. 
Liverpool Boat Charter in November introduced the 50-seat 
restaurant boat THE FLOATING GRACE.  She was built in 2011 for the 
Liverpool charity Vauxhall Neighbourhood Council, but seems to have 
seen little use.  She now offers lunch and dinner cruises in 
Liverpool's south docks. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   Next year the MANANNAN runs from  
31 March to 5 November. 

 

MISCELLANY 
 The former Mersey ferry EGREMONT has been dry-docked for a 
refit at Sharpness, arriving there in tow from Salcombe on  
2 October.  
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY sailed on 107 days in 2016 and 
carried 110 000 passengers.  She begins her 2017 season on the 
Clyde on 26 May then goes to the Western Isles from 30 May to  
6 June.  Timetables have also been published for her South Coast 
sailings, from 8 to 21 September, which follow the usual pattern. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   The ORWELL LADY's public trips run 
from 17 April to 7 October.  There are three trips to land at 
Shotley for lunch. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY was in London on  
31 December, cruising from Greenwich with passengers celebrating 
New Year's Eve. 
Campion Launches (Viscount Cruises)   The Sunday evening cruise 
from Greenwich will this year run from 28 May to 24 September.    

French Brothers   Short trips from Windsor run at weekends from  
7 January to 3 December and daily from 11 February to 29 October.  
The two-hour cruise runs daily from 1 April to 29 October.  
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The GOSPORT QUEEN is being advertised for sale by 
brokers for £77 000.  Her passenger certificate is said to have 
expired in December. 
Isle of Wight Council   The NO.5 floating Bridge made its last 
crossings at 0030 on 3 January.  There will be a replacement 
passenger launch until late March. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL has public cruises on  
21 dates this year.  She visits Poole from 28 August to 4 September 
with cruises to the Bournemouth Air Festival on 1-3 September.  
South Boats IoW Charters   The two former Scoot ferries, FORTRESS I 
and GARDIAN 14, are being offered for sale by brokers for around 
£1.4 million each. 
City Cruises Poole   Trips to Swanage will run from 1 April to  
29 October, leaving Poole at 1030, 1300 and 1545. 
National Trust   Brownsea Island will be open at weekends from  
4 February, with hourly boats from Poole and Sandbanks, and open 

every day from 18 March to 29 October. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH went to Padstow 
on 3 January for her refit and is not due to return until May.  
There are day trips to Torquay and Brixham on Thursdays from 25 May 
to 28 September, and to Sidmouth on 3 July, 2 and 16 August, and  
1 and 16 September. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Totnes sailings are daily 
from 1 April to 28 October (except on 28 April).  The KINGSWEAR 
CASTLE runs from 27 May to 30 September, with 12 trips to Totnes. 
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Plymouth Boat Trips   The ASHLEIGH R has been renamed PLYMOUTH 
VENTURER.  The previous PLYMOUTH VENTURER became the DART VENTURER 
in 2002.  Next summer, cruises to the river Yealm are advertised 
for 14 dates and there are also 14 breakwater cruises.  Trips to 

Calstock are scheduled for 20 dates between 8 April and 14 October.  
There are no trips to Morwellham. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III will run from  
20 March to 5 November. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG left Sharpness on 22 December to 
return to Bideford after her refit. 
White Funnel   In 2016, the BALMORAL was scheduled to sail on 117 
days and lost 32 days through breakdowns and the weather.  She 
reportedly carried around 22 000 passengers.  The MV Balmoral Fund 
is trying to raise £500 000 so that the ship can continue to sail 
in 2017. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE will 
run to Tewkesbury as usual on Wednesdays from May to September.  
Day trips to Worcester will be on 29 June, 27 July and 31 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 

Mersey Ferries   To correct the last issue, the SNOWDROP ran on  
18-22 November but the service was then suspended until the 27th. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 Douglas McGowan was awarded an MBE in the New Year honours "for 
services to the preservation of the PS Waverley and charity". 
 In Iceland, the GULLFOSS (ex JURASSIC SCENE, TORBAY BELLE, 
LOCHMOR) has been renamed SAILOR.  Eimskip ("the Icelandic 
Steamship Co") claimed the right to use the name GULLFOSS and have 
reached an agreement with the ship's owners, Reykjavik Sailors.  
She has continued to offer whale-watching and Northern Lights trips 
this winter. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's main Clyde season is from  
16 June to 27 August.  She will sail from Liverpool to Llandudno 
and the Anglesey coast on 29 and 30 August, and is then on the 
Bristol Channel, sailing from Swansea to Ilfracombe on 1 September 
then from Clevedon and Penarth to Minehead on the 2nd, to 
Ilfracombe and Lundy on the 3rd, to Minehead and Ilfracombe on the 
4th, and round the Holms on the 5th.   Her Thames sailings, from  
22 September to 8 October, follow the usual pattern and the final 
trips of the season are from Glasgow on 14 and 15 October. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
A & T Douglas, Seahouses   The SERENITY has been sold and left 
Seahouses on 21 November to be transported by road to Cornwall. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE's season begins on 
8 April.  The RSPB has 3-hour cruises on 18 dates between 13 May 
and 30 September. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY was refitted at 
Gravesend in January and made a trial call at Southend.  Trips from 
Rochester resume on 31 March and a day trip from Rochester to 
Southend is scheduled for Easter Monday, 17 April. 
Bateaux London has bought the SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL II which last ran 
as the PASSEPARTOUT in 2011.  It is believed she will do restaurant 
cruises from Windsor. 
London Party Boats has bought the GOSPORT QUEEN and plan to convert 
her for service in London. 
Thames River Boats   Sailings from Westminster to Kew, Richmond and 
Hampton Court are due to resume on 8 April. 
Turk Launches   Trips between Kingston, Hampton Court and Richmond 
resume on 25 March and run until 24 September, with Kingston to 
Hampton Court trips continuing till 8 October. 
French Brothers   The Runnymede to Hampton Court service runs from 
12 June to 7 September (but not on 27 or 29 June).  Public 
steamboat cruises are on 14 and 28 May, 11 and 25 June, 9 and 23 
July, 6 and 20 August, and 3 and 24 September. 
Thames Steamers   The ALASKA will be running short public trips 
from Bourne End on 27-29 May and 26-28 August, and from Henley for 

the Thames Traditional Boat Festival on 15-16 July. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The GOSPORT QUEEN left early on 20 January and 
sailed directly to London, arriving the next day.  The SPIRIT OF 
PORTSMOUTH's summer programme includes day trips to Lymington on  
24 June, 8 and 22 July, 5 and 19 August, and to the Needles and 
Yarmouth on 22 June, 5 July, 18 August and 2 September, as well as 
day trips to Ryde and Cowes, and cruises to the Hamble and Beaulieu 
rivers. 
Wightlink   There was a fire on the bridge wing of the ST FAITH on 
19 January.  Nobody was injured and the damage was quickly 
repaired. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   Public trips include day trips from 
Southampton to land at Buckler's Hard on 10 July and 17 August. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR RAPIDE was refitted at Cherbourg in 
January.  The COMMODORE CLIPPER made special sailings between 
Jersey and St-Malo on 15 January when weather prevented the CONDOR 

LIBERATION from going to St-Malo. 
Manche Iles Express   Granville-Jersey sailings are from 11 March 
to 25 October.  Services from Carteret and Diélette to Jersey and 
Guernsey run from 8 April to 8 October and serve Alderney on 18 
dates. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The PLYMOUTH VENTURER sailed from Padstow to 
Plymouth on 8 January after her refit. 
St Ives Boat Services has been running trips since 2007 using 
smaller boats, but has now bought the SERENITY from Seahouses.  She 
ran at Portsmouth as the SOLENT PRINCE, then in Scotland as the 
FIONA MARIA and at Whitby as the ESK BELLE, before going to 
Seahouses.  She will be renamed FOUR SISTERS and offer cruises to 
Godrevy Lighthouse and "seal island".  
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Ironbridge Scenic River Cruisers   The waterbus HAFREN last ran in 
2013.  Originally the BROADLAND EXPLORER, she went to the River 
Severn in 2010.  The owner now runs two 12-passenger mock pirate 

ships on short river trips. 
Boston Belle River & Sea Trips   4½-hour cruises to see the seals 
in the Wash are scheduled for 11 dates, at times varying with the 
tides.  New this year are trips on Sundays to the 'Malcolm Arms' 
pub at Antons Gowt for lunch. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The ROYAL IRIS OF THE MERSEY was back in service 
on 31 January. 
Wyre Council   The Knott End ferry is suspended for refit from  
29 January to 19 February.  The Council has invited tenders to take 
over the service when the present subsidy from Lancashire County 
Council ends on 31 March. 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   There will be a two-boat service between 
Glenridding and Pooley Bridge from 26 March to 28 October with a 
third boat from 9 to 23 April and from 27 May to 3 September; a 
fourth boat runs between Glenridding and Aira Force. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The SUMMER QUEEN will offer 3½-hour 
coastal cruises on some days, starting on 7 April. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services   The ferry service will run daily 
from April to October.  The HARBOUR FERRY will also offer evening 
cruises to the River Orwell on Fridays and Saturdays from June to 
September. 
 

THAMES 
 There will be a tall ships event at Greenwich on 12-16 April.  
River cruises are being offered in the Dutch sailing ships ARTEMIS, 
GALLANT, HENDRIKA BARTELDS, IRIS, J R TOLKIEN, JANTJE, LOTH LORIËN, 
MORGENSTER, THALASSA, WYLDE SWAN and ZEPHYR. 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   Day trips from Rochester to Southend are 
scheduled for 17 April, 30 May, 26 July, and 6 and 27 August.  

There will be special events on the Medway between 8 and 17 June to 
mark the 350th anniversary of the Dutch raid on Chatham, and the 
JACOB MARLEY will be doing trips calling at Upnor. 
Thames River Services   The THOMAS DOGGETT was towed across the 
North Sea from Vlissingen by the Dutch tug SIL-JESKE-B and arrived 
at Gravesend on 18 February.  She sailed on to London the same day 
and will soon enter service to Greenwich.  
Bateaux Windsor is the trading name for the SPIRIT OF CHARTWELL II 
(ex PASSEPARTOUT) which has been refitted in London and renamed 
MELODY.  She is due to begin lunch and afternoon tea cruises from 
Windsor on 31 March. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   On 7-9 March and again on 28-30 March, the Fishbourne 
ferries will be running from Portsmouth International Port and will 
not take foot passengers; there will be additional Portsmouth-Ryde 
sailings at 0015 and 0315 by a chartered vessel. 
Isle of Wight Council   The new floating bridge, NO 6, is now 
expected in service in May.  A passenger service, using a vessel of 
Solent & Wightline Cruises, will continue until then. 
White Horse Ferries   Since 1 August 2015, the service has been run 

by a new subsidiary, Hythe Ferry Ltd, though both companies are 
still owned by the Lay brothers.  Hampshire County Council 
announced "emergency funding" in February to keep the service 
going. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH is being 
lengthened by 4 m during her refit at Padstow, with an extra 
section at the forward end of the saloon, abaft the wheelhouse. 
K Lane (Paignton Pleasure Cruises)   The SWALLOW, bought last year 
from Bewl Water, is being rebuilt at Galmpton, and will return to 
service under her original name of SPARKLE.  The work is expected 
to take three years. 
Greenway Ferry   The Dartmouth-Greenway service runs daily from  
3 March. 
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Plymouth Boat Trips   The PLYMOUTH VENTURER made her first public 
trips on 24 February.  A new hourly service will run from the 
Barbican to Cremyll at weekends and daily in school holidays from  
1 April to 1 October. 

Mevagissey Ferries   The Mevagissey-Fowey service will run from  
25 April to 5 October. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The MV Balmoral Fund announced on 27 February that 
enough money had been raised to run the BALMORAL this year.  She 
will be dry-docked in May and start her season on 26 May, but no 
timetables have yet been published.  
 

NORTH WEST 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Bookings are now open for 
public cruises, starting on 12 April.  There are trips on the River 
Weaver between Ellesmere Port and Anderton, and on the Manchester 
Ship Canal between Ellesmere Port and Salford. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   After spending the winter at Douglas, 
the MANANNAN sailed to Birkenhead for refit on 3 March.  She will 
carry out berthing trials at Larne before resuming service on  
31 March. 

 

MISCELLANY 
 The former German excursion ship PRINCESS ROYAL, laid-up in 
Liverpool since January 1995, was bought last year by a group of 
enthusiasts who are refitting her.  Built in 1959 as the ALTE 
LIEBE, she ran until 1994, being renamed ÖRESTAD, BALTICA I, 
BALTICA then HABICHT II.  She came to Liverpool for use as a static 
restaurant, but she was laid-up and never converted.  The new 
owners have renamed her ENDEAVOUR under the flag of St Vincent & 
the Grenadines, and registered the Liverpool & North Wales 
Steamship Co.  She is 54.9 m long and measures 884 gross tons. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY sailed to Grimsby on 8 March 
for her refit and returned to Scarborough a week later. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   Kent County Council has awarded the 
company a contract to run the Gravesend-Tilbury for an interim 
period of six months, starting on 2 May.  The THAMES SWIFT has been 
bought from Thames Luxury Charters; she was originally the MARTIN 
CHUZZLEWIT of White Horse Ferries and was the Tilbury ferry from 
1996 to 2002.  The ferry timetable and fares will be unchanged. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co has lost the Tilbury ferry 
contract after running the service with the DUCHESS M since 2002.   
Campion Launches (Viscount Cruises)   George Campion the founder of 
the business in 1985, died on 16 March at the age of 86. 
Bateaux Windsor   Cruises are due to start on 7 April.  Lunch, 
afternoon tea or dinner cruises cost from £35 to £75. 

 
SOUTH COAST 
 Yarmouth Harbour Commissioners have been granted £778 400 by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund for the repair of Yarmouth Pier. 
 Swanage Pier is to get £500 000 from the Coastal Communities 
Fund towards repairs and the creation of a new visitors' centre. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The company, owned by the Prudential since 
2007, is for sale for £250 million.  The sale is being handled by 
the Australian bank Macquarie which owned Wightlink until 2015. 
Blue Funnel Cruises have bought the OSSIAN OF STAFFA and she was 
transported by road from Oban.  She was built in 1993 by FBM Marine 
at Cowes and has run from Iona since then. 
Puffin Cruises, Lymington   The PUFFIN BELLE has been sold after 
two seasons at Lymington.  Her replacement is a 12-passenger mock 
pirate ship named BLACK PUFFIN which will offer short river trips.  
There will be no trips to Yarmouth.   
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
J & M Rackley, Starcross and Dawlish   The Starcross-Exmouth ferry 
runs from 1 April to 27 October. 
Western Lady Ferry Service   The Torquay-Brixham service resumed on 

1 April. 
K Lane (Paignton Pleasure Cruises)   Services to Torquay and 
Brixham start on 8 April, with hourly departures from 1030 to 1630.  
Funfish Trips, Brixham, will be running the CLIPPER (ex HERM 
CLIPPER) which has been laid-up since 2014.  She has been renamed 
TORBAY CLIPPER and will run with the BRIXHAM BELLE (ex LADY 
ELIZABETH) between Brixham, Paignton and Torquay, starting on  
8 April, with hourly departures from Brixham and Torquay from 1030 
to 1630, and from Paignton from 1100 to 1700. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel published a provisional timetable on 8 March.  The 
BALMORAL starts on the Bristol Channel on 26 May, then runs on the 
Thames from 7 June, the South Coast from 15 June, Milford Haven on 

20-22 June, the Irish Sea from 24 June, Oban on 6-13 July, the 
Irish Sea from 15 July, the Bristol Channel from 26 July to  
4 September, North Wales from 6 September, the Clyde on 21-25 
September, and the Bristol Channel from 28 September to 2 October. 
Flat Holm Project   The LEWIS ALEXANDER which carried passengers to 
the island is to be sold for scrap after being laid-up since 2013.  
It had been owned by the Vale of Glamorgan Council since 1996, but 
was used by Cardiff City Council which owned the island. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The ROYAL IRIS OF THE MERSEY broke down on 2 April 
and the service was suspended "until further notice".  The SNOWDROP 
has been off for refit since 1 February. 
Wyre Council has agreed with Wyre Marine Services to continue the 
Knott End ferry in April and May in the hope that Lancashire County 
Council will change its decision to end a subsidy. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY steamed from Glasgow to Greenock 
on 27 April for dry-docking.  The landing stages on Bournemouth 
Pier need repairs and will not be usable so the WAVERLEY's 
timetables have been amended to omit Bournemouth. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   Trips in a GLAD TIDINGS boat to land on Holy 
Island are advertised for 53 dates between 7 May and 19 October. 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   Trips to land at Staithes are scheduled 
for 27 and 29 April, 26 and 28 May, and 26 June. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The THAMES SWIFT began running the 
Gravesend-Tilbury ferry on 2 May. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The DUCHESS M made her 
last crossings on the Tilbury ferry on 29 April and is now laid-up.  
The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS will be unable to call at Southend because 

of the condition of the lower deck of the pier, so her only public 
trips will now be from Gravesend to Greenwich with a cruise through 
London. 
Thames Clippers   The first of the new catamarans is to be launched 
at East Cowes in June and will be the MERCURY CLIPPER.  The second 
will be the JUPITER CLIPPER. 
London Party Boats   The GOSPORT QUEEN is to be renamed PEARL OF 
LONDON and is due in service later this year after conversion. 
French Brothers   The NUNEHAM is being refitted and is due to 
return to service this month after being laid-up last year. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The Fishbourne car ferries will again be using 
Portsmouth International Port on 16-18 May when foot passengers 
will not be carried.  The Fishbourne terminal will be closed during 
the night of 20/21 May when night services will run between 
Lymington and Yarmouth. 
Blue Funnel Cruises took over the Southampton-Hythe ferry from 
White Horse Ferries on 21 April.  The GREAT EXPECTATIONS C D is 
being refitted and will be renamed, while the service is being run 
temporarily by the JENNY ANN.  The OSSIAN OF STAFFA will be the 

relief ferry in future. 
Solent & Wightline Cruises have bought the PUFFIN BELLE from 
Lymington.  Originally the JENNY ANN, she went to run in the Isles 
of Scilly as the FALDORE II before returning to the Solent in 2015.  
She has now reverted to her original name. 
Isle of Wight Council   The NO. 6 left Pembroke Dock on 6 April 
towed by the WILLENDEAVOUR.  The old NO.5 ferry has been towed to 
Portsmouth and has been advertised by brokers for £125 000. 
White Horse Ferries   The Marine Accident Investigation Branch has 
published a report into the URIAH HEEP's accident on 13 May 2016 
which was "almost certainly" caused by a mechanical failure.  She 
did not return to service and has been sold.  The company is no 
longer running any ferry services. 
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Dorset Cruises, Poole   The DORSET DUCHESS has been sold after 
three seasons at Poole.  She was originally the FAITHFULL SERVANT 
at Portsmouth. 

 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Jersey Bus & Boat Tours   Founded in 2010 as Jersey Bus Tours, the 
company has bought the DORSET DUCHESS and renamed her JERSEY 
DUCHESS for trips from St Helier. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL arrived in Sharpness for dry docking on 
2 May. 
Cardiff Cruises (HMS69)   The MARIANNE OF MANCHESTER now has an 
open upper deck. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
National Waterways Museum Gloucester is looking for a private 
operator to take over the operation of the two passenger boats 
Avon Boating, Stratford   The LADY has been rebuilt to be 
electrically powered and will return to service this summer renamed 
LILY. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The ROYAL IRIS OF THE MERSEY returned to service 

on 6 April after the ferry had been suspended for three days. 
Foulridge Canal Cruises   The PENDLE EXPLORER was sold in January 
and is being converted for private use.  Originally the CITY OF 
LINCOLN in Lincoln, she has been in Lancashire since 2011.  
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE is scheduled for an 
evening cruise round the island on 24 June. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY entered service from Glasgow on 
31 May as scheduled.  Her trips from Oban on 3 June were cancelled 
for repairs to her paddles following damage at Portree the previous 
day. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington  The YORKSHIRE BELLE made a special 
cruise on 25 May to mark her 70th birthday. 
YorkBoat announced on 8 May that the business has been bought by 
City Cruises of London and will trade as City Cruises York.  The 
existing staff in York will be retained.  YorkBoat had been under 
the same ownership as ChesterBoat since 2007.   
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Lowestoft Ferry is a new operator running a 12-passenger boat named 
TERRIER between Lowestoft and Oulton Broad. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   During events to mark the 350th 
anniversary of the "Battle of Medway" from 8 to 18 June, river 
trips will run daily, from Rochester, Chatham (Sun Pier), Chatham 
Historic Dockyard and Chatham Marina; calls at Upnor will be for 
visiting yachtsmen only. 
Thames River Services   The new THOMAS DOGGETT is still awaiting 
MCA approval and has not yet entered service. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The GREAT EXPECTATIONS C D has been renamed 
HYTHE SCENE and, after a refit, returned to service on 26 May. 
Solent & Wightline Cruises   The new ALI CAT was named on 26 May 
and is now in service. 
Isle of Wight Council   The new NO.6 floating bridge entered 
service on 13 May but broke down the next day and was subsequently 
withdrawn because cars were being damaged as they were driven on 
and off.  A service for foot passengers is being maintained by a 
boat chartered from Solent & Wightline Cruises. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Condor Ferries   A proposal to run a passenger-only service between 
Guernsey and Jersey has failed to get the required subsidies from 
the islands' authorities. 
Jersey Bus & Boat Tours   Cruises from St Helier in the JERSEY 
DUCHESS are due to run daily until 29 October at 1030 and 1400. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The rebuilt PRIDE OF EXMOUTH left 
Padstow on 17 May, and returned to service on 20 May with an Exeter 
Ship Canal trip.  She has cruises from Seaton on 25 June, 16 July 
and 6 August for Seaton Visitor Centre Trust, and from Lyme Regis 
on 4 July for the National Trust (all bookings via Stuart Line 
Cruises). 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE's 
refit has been delayed and she will not return to service till 
later in June. 
St Ives Boat Services   The FOUR SISTERS (ex SERENITY at Seahouses) 

made her first trip from St Ives on 31 May. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   There was a firework display in 
Penzance on 24 May to mark the 40th birthday of the SCILLONIAN III. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL returned to Bristol on 14 May after 
dry-docking but needed further work so was back at Sharpness from 
25 to 29 May, while the first trips of the season were cancelled.  
Her first trip was on 31 May from Swansea.  On 5 June she set off 
for the Thames but had to go back to Avonmouth because of a gale 
and Thames sailings on 7 and 8 June have been cancelled. 
M Woolls, Weston-super-Mare, will no longer be running to Flat Holm 
and the WESTWARD HO will be sold.  He will run a smaller boat on 
short trips from Weston.    
Bristol Ferry Boats   New this year are trips to Beese's Riverside 
Bar on Friday evenings and Sunday lunchtime. 
 

WEST WALES 
Seaborne Tenby will not be operating this year but the owner hopes 
to have a new boat next year.  The IOLAIRE is for sale after 

running from Tenby for one season. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Kittywake Canal Cruises, Wigan   The ELLESWAKE was named by the 
mayor of Wigan on 23 May.  It carries 12 passengers, with disabled 
access. 
 

MISCELLANY 
The derelict former night club TUXEDO ROYALE, lying at 

Middlesbrough, was badly damaged by fire on 31 May.  It was built 
in 1965 as British Rail's car ferry DOVER. 
 The former Southampton-Hythe ferry HOTSPUR IV is for sale for 
£17 500 without her engines. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Nexus   A limited programme of river cruises is advertised to run 
from 1 August to 22 September. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Waveney River Tours, Oulton Broad   There have been no trips 
scheduled from Snape so far this year. 
Essex Waterways, the subsidiary of the Inland Waterways Association 
which runs the Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation, has bought the 
VICTORIA (listed on page 95 of 'Trip Out 2017/18'), previously run 
by Paper Mill Lock.  A grant of £30 000 was provided from European 
Leader Funds.  She will continue to be used for charters on the 
canal. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The ferry resumed on 12 June, using West 
Street Pier at Gravesend; Town Pier was back in use on 22 June.  

The JACOB MARLEY is advertised for a single trip from Rochester to 
Gravesend on 14 July, and there will be no trips from Rochester on 
the 15th. 
Woolwich Ferry   The new ferries being built in Poland will be 
named BEN WOOLLACOTT, after the man killed while working on the 
ferry in August 2011, and DAME VERA LYNN, born in east London in 
1917.  
Thames Clippers   The MERCURY CLIPPER sailed from East Cowes to 
London on 21 June and is now in service. 
Parr Boats, Kingston   Brian Parr, skipper of the MERRIE THAMES, 
suffered a heart attack and died whilst doing a trip from Richmond 
in June.  The trips from Richmond to Teddington seem unlikely to 
resume.  For the Hampton Court Flower Show, from 4 to 9 July, the 
boats will run a ferry service from Molesey Lock and there will be 
no trips from Kingston. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   The company is being sold by Infracapital, who 
have owned it since 2007, to a consortium of UK and Canadian 
pension funds. 
Blue Funnel Cruises have cancelled day trips to Buckler's Hard 

because of problems with the pontoon there. 
Isle of Wight Council   The floating bridge resumed on 6 June, but 
has continued to suffer problems, with several groundings and 
breakdowns. 
Coastline Cruises, Weymouth, has introduced a daily service to 
Portland, leaving Weymouth at 1030, 1230 and 1430, and landing at 
Crabbers Wharf and Portland Marina. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The KINGSWEAR CASTLE 
returned to service on 1 July after engine repairs.  In 2016, the 
boats carried 296 687 passengers, a reduction from 323 174 in 2015.  
The company's total turnover was £5.35 million with a substantial 
profit.  
 



TRIP OUT Page 2 July 2017 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Rivermaid, Kingsbridge   The RIVERMAID is scheduled to run from  
9 July to 6 October.  There is one cruise to land at South Pool, on 
8 September. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL's Thames sailings were all cancelled 
because of the gale which delayed her journey from the Bristol 
Channel and the closure of the Town Pier at Gravesend.  Evening 
cruises from Portishead and Bristol on 9 and 10 June were announced 
on 7 June but cancelled the next day, as were her south coast 
sailings on 15-18 June because of a mechanical problem.  After 
repairs, she did an afternoon cruise from Milford Haven on 20 June 
but more mechanical problems meant she then returned to Avonmouth 
on one engine and another week's sailings were cancelled.  She was 
repaired by 28 June ready to go to North Wales, but was delayed by 
bad weather and finally returned to service from Llandudno on  
2 July. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
National Waterways Museum Gloucester   A day trip to Tewkesbury is 
advertised for 16 September. 
Worcester River Cruises   The PRIDE OF THE MIDLANDS is laid up this 
year and is not operating.  She was built as the barge C/S 8 in 
1959 and converted to a passenger boat for service from Worcester 

in 1974. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY has suffered several mechanical 
problems and was off service at Largs from 20 to 30 July while her 
air pump was repaired. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The SUMMER QUEEN is due to start 4-hour 
whale-watching trips on 4 September. 
P Richardson, Bridlington  The YORKSHIRE BELLE was off service from 
24 to 28 July with a mechanical problem. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY will be offering trips 
between Queenborough and Southend on 28 August. 
Thames River Services   The THOMAS DOGGETT finally got a passenger 
certificate on 13 July, in time for a naming ceremony and inaugural 
cruise on the 14th.  Jointly owned by Crown River Cruises, Viscount 
Cruises and Westminster Party Boats, she measures 326 gross tons 

and has a Class V certificate for 528 passengers.  She is now in 
service from Westminster to Greenwich and the Barrier. 

  Photo by Michael Hammond of Viscount Cruises 

Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA will again be going to 
Reading to ferry people at the festival to be held on 25-27 August. 
Parr Boats, Kingston   The MERRIE THAMES resumed trips from 
Richmond in July, but they are not running every day. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER I was off service with "mechanical 
issues" from 17 to 20 July and the SOLENT CAT was chartered.  
Several car ferry sailings have been cancelled because of crew 
shortages.  New two-level ramps at Portsmouth and Fishbourne are 
now in use for the ST CLARE. 
Blue Funnel Cruises are not be offering a Lymington-Cowes service 

during Cowes Week this year.  In recent years, the ASHLEIGH R was 
used for this service. 
Isle of Wight Council   Because of the noise of the new floating 
bridge, it is replaced by a passenger boat before 0700 and after 
2230, except during Cowes Week when it runs until 0310 each night.  
Cowes Harbour Commission has complained that the ferry's chains now 
reduce the navigable depth of the River Medina. 
Greenslade Pleasure Boats, Poole   The PAMMYANN has been sold for 
private use after being laid-up for several years.   
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
J & M Rackley, Starcross and Dawlish   The start of trips from 
Dawlish was delayed, and the season is due to begin this month. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Since 20 July, the Barbican-Cremyll service 
has been via Royal William Yard, and runs daily until 1 October 
then at weekends and in school holidays until 29 October. 
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A & D Smith (Silverline Cruises), Plymouth, began operating a 
temporary ferry service across Sutton Harbour on 1 July, replacing 
the swing bridge which needs repairs.  The service to Royal William 
Yard ended in June. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The sailing from Campbeltown to Oban on 6 July was 
cancelled because of a "crewing issue".  She completed her trips 
from Oban but with few passengers (only 90 on the best day).  The 
trips to the Isle of Man had to be cancelled as the MCA said the 
ship's certificate was not valid to the island.  Alternative trips 
in north Wales were scheduled for 21-23 July but the one on the 
21st was cancelled by the weather.  She returned to the Bristol 
Channel to sail from Swansea on 26 July but was cancelled by the 
weather on 27 and 28 July, and 2 and 3 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Llanberis Lake Cruises   There have been no sailings since June 
because of ill health. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE made a trial call at 
Larne in the early hours of 30 July. 

 

MISCELLANY 
 The electric barge ELSDALE II, previously used as a passenger 
boat in west London by Groundwork South, is leased to the Diocese 
of London as a floating church/ community hub in the Hackney Wick 
area.  The church plans to replace it with a purpose-built vessel. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY damaged her bow at Rothesay on 
25 August.  She was dry-docked at Greenock the next day and was 
repaired by 4 September.  All her Liverpool and Bristol Channel 
sailings were cancelled and she is due to resume on 8 September on 
the South Coast. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Teesside Princess, Stockton-on-Tees   The TEESSIDE PRINCESS was 
sold by auction on 27 August and bought for £105 000 by Ian Edge 
and Chris Hughes-Rutherford who plan to continue the existing 
business. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services   The ferry will operate at weekends 
and in school holidays in November and December. 
 

THAMES 

Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY's trips between 
Queenborough and Southend on 28 August were sold out.  She has 
since been maintaining the Gravesend-Tilbury ferry and her next 
trip from Rochester is due on 9 September.  An additional 
Rochester-Southend day trip is scheduled for 10 September. 
Thames Clippers   The new JUPITER CLIPPER sailed from Cowes to 
London on 15 August, with a call in Dover for fuel.  The SKY 
CLIPPER went to East Cowes on 4 September for a refit.  There will 
be a trial service from Gravesend on 11-14 September, leaving 
Gravesend for London at 0715 and returning in the evening; the 
trips are free and have been fully booked. 
London Duck Tours   The slipway at Vauxhall, used by the craft to 
enter the river, is being taken over by Thames Water for use in the 
construction of the Thames Tideway Tunnel.  The trips in converted 
ex-army DUKWs have been running since 2000, but have no other 
access to the river so will cease.  The final tours will be on  
17 September.   
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Public trips will run on Sundays in 
October and November and on Saturday 11 November. 
 

SOUTH COAST 

Wightlink   The new Portsmouth-Fishbourne ferry under construction 
in Turkey will be named VICTORIA OF WIGHT.   
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 7, a sister of the RED JET 6, has 
been ordered from Wight Shipyard of East Cowes.  It will enter 
service in the summer of 2018. 
Isle of Wight Council   The floating bridge was withdrawn after the 
last crossing on 3 September "until such time as it can be 
demonstrated that the bridge, and the service it provides, can 
operate properly in accordance with the council’s specified 
requirements."   A passenger launch will operate at certain times 
of day and the Council has instructed lawyers to look at the 
contracts relating to the design and construction of the ferry. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   Summer services to Jersey continue to  
25 October.  In December, eight Granville-Jersey round trips are 
scheduled. 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
Funfish Trips, Brixham   The BRIXHAM BELLE has been advertised for 
sale for £36 000. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   Sailings were cancelled on 4 and 9 August by the 
weather and on the 6th because of a "mechanical issue".  The 
BALMORAL had a rope caught round a propeller at Bristol on  
12 August and had to go into dry dock at Sharpness, resuming 
service on the evening of the 23rd.  Sailings on 3 September were 
cancelled by the weather and a one-way trip to Padstow on the 4th 
was cancelled because of a lack of bookings.  She left Swansea on  
4 September for North Wales.  Trips on 28 September and 2 October 
are being replaced by additional trips on 4-9 October. 
 

WEST WALES 
Caldey Boat Service   The owner of the JAMES NOEL, a converted 
Liverpool class RNLI lifeboat, is retiring and the boat is for 
sale. 

 
 
 

________________  www.trip-out.co.uk  ©  G P Hamer  5 September 2017 

http://www.trip-out.co.uk/


 

               October 2017 
 

 
 The past summer can best be described as unsettled.  May and 
June were warm but the south had above-average rain in May while the 
North suffered in June.  From mid-July, most areas were cooler and 
wetter than average, while September had more wet and windy days. 
           

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY arrived on the South Coast on  
7 September, but sailings on 8, 10, 12, 13 and 14 September were 
cancelled by the weather.  The weather also curtailed some Thames 
trips and all sailings were cancelled on 4 October. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough   The CORONIA has been sold and left 
Scarborough on 31 August for Hartlepool.  She is being refitted on 
the Tees but the new owner's plans are not clear. 
City Cruises York   Sightseeing trips run daily till 26 November, 

then at weekends from 6 to 21 January and daily from 3 February to 
25 November 2018. 
 

THAMES 
Thames River Boats   Sailings to Kew, Richmond and Hampton Court 
will continue in October, with one boat sailing each day. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   There was an engine room fire on 12 September on the 
WIGHT SKY.  One crew member was hurt.  Passengers and vehicles were 
safely landed at Yarmouth.  The WIGHT SKY was towed to Portsmouth, 
then on the 25th sailed to Southampton.  The service is now 
maintained by the WIGHT LIGHT and WIGHT SUN. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED EAGLE's interior is to be refitted in 
the same style as the other two car ferries.  The work will be 
carried out locally between January and March 2018. 
Blue Funnel Cruises are no longer allowed to operate from the Ocean 
Village, and passengers now board at the Town Quay. 
Solent Party Ship Cruises, Southampton   The PRINCESS CAROLINE is 
now based at Saxon Wharf on the River Itchen. 
Isle of Wight Council   At times when the Council's passenger 

launch (chartered from Solent & Wightline Cruises) is not running, 
a service is provided by Cowes Water Taxi.  The evening service on 
Mondays to Thursdays is being sponsored by Red Funnel for a trial 
period of one month after it was found to be uneconomic. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER went to Falmouth on  
7 September for dry docking.  She is due to resume service on  
10 October.  From 7 November to 14 December and from 6 January to  
8 February, the fast ferry will run once a week. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The usual programme of bird-watching 
cruises runs from 16 November to 3 March. 
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S & M Garrett, Topsham   The SEA DREAM II is being chartered by the 
RSPB for avocet cruises on 18 dates between 4 November and  
27 February.   
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   River cruises from 

Dartmouth run on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays in winter, also 
on Saturdays (except in January) and on Sundays 5-26 November,  
31 December and 4-25 February 2018. 
George Pill (Falmouth Fishing Trips) has advertised the LOOK AHEAD 
II for sale for £21 000. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The MALI ROSE entered service in 
August, replacing the GRY MARITHA.  On 10 September, the MALI ROSE 
collided with a yacht and a trawler in Penzance harbour, damaging 
her bow.  The GRY MARITHA has returned to service. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   The BALMORAL sailed in North Wales on 6-8 September, 
but on 9 September a day trip from Liverpool was curtailed after 
seasick passengers complained.  Sailings on 10-15 September were 
cancelled by the weather.  She completed her Clyde sailings on  
21-25 September and a charter from Liverpool on the 27th, but was 
then stormbound in North Wales while trips on the Bristol Channel 
on 29 and 30 September and 1-6 October were cancelled. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE runs alone from  
6 November and, as usual in winter, visits Birkenhead at weekends.  
She goes to Belfast on 23 and 30 December. 
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 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.  
The main change is City Cruises' takeover of YorkBoat.  

 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(1) City Cruises 2497    1(1)  City Cruises     6471 
2(2) Thames Luxury Ch 1771  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2798 
3(3) Woods' Silver Fleet 1414  3(3)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   2081 
4(4)   Bateaux London       1039    4(4)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1818 
5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  977    5(5)  French Brothers      1319  
6(6)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  800  6(7)  Thames Luxury Ch     1300  
7(7)   White Funnel          735    7(9)  Salter's Steamers    1263  
8(8) Waverley Excursions  693  8(8)  Crown River Cruises  1257 
9(9)   Dartmouth SR&RB Co    630  9(10) Thames Cruises       1065  
10(10) Capital Pleasure B.   622   10(-)  Capital Pleasure B.   899 
           
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was unable to sail from Harwich 
and Clacton on 5 October because of the weather, but completed the 
rest of her Thames programme.  She went back to Glasgow via 
Weymouth but was delayed by the weather and missed the sailing on 
14 October.  She made her last trip of the season on 15 October.  

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
City Cruises York   Sightseeing trips run daily until 26 November, 
at weekends from 6 to 21 January then daily from 3 February to  
25 November 2018.  At weekends from 2 to 23 December, there are 
cruises to Bishopthorpe Palace as well as "Santa" cruises. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham, has been given a five-year contract for 
the Gravesend-Tilbury ferry by Kent County Council.  The company 
took over the ferry on 2 May with an interim six-month contract.  
Island Cruises is a new company planning trips between Queenborough 
and Southend.  The DAME SHIRLEY is being bought from Cardiff 
Cruises and will be renamed SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY.  She will be dry-
docked in Gloucester in January before delivery.  Trips are due to 

start on 5 May. 
Thames Clippers   A new pier at Battersea Power Station opened on  
1 November and has daily services to central London. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT SKY returned to service from Lymington on  
26 October after repairs. 
Solent Party Ship Cruises, Southampton   The PRINCESS CAROLINE, now 
based at Saxon Wharf on the river Itchen, uses the Town Quay for 
embarking passengers. 
City Cruises Poole   Harbour cruises run most weekends during the 
winter and there are "Santa" cruises in December. 
Coastline Cruises, Weymouth   The business has been advertised for 
sale for £172 000. 
 



TRIP OUT Page 2 November 2017 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION was taken out of service on 
23 October because of a fault in her propulsion system and went to 
Falmouth on the 26th for repairs.  The CONDOR RAPIDE has covered 

Poole sailings in addition to her St-Malo service. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Brixham Express   The service ended on 25 October and the BRIXHAM 
EXPRESS left the next morning via Newlyn for Northern Ireland.  The 
subsidised service began in December 2014 with a chartered vessel 
and the BRIXHAM EXPRESS started in July 2016.  Torbay Council 
stated that the company was in breach of its five-year contract. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The one-hour harbour trips run on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays this month.  The service between the 
Barbican, Royal William Yard and Cremyll runs at weekends in  
November and December.  The NORTHERN BELLE will not be returning to 
service and has been sold after being advertised for sale for just 
£5000.  She had operated the Cremyll ferry service from 1926 until 
she was damaged in a collision in December 2013.   
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   After being stormbound in North Wales, the BALMORAL 
was able to get to the Bristol Channel for the last two days of her 
season, 8 and 9 October.  Overall, 52% of her sailings this season 

had to be cancelled.  The MV Balmoral Fund is appealing for another 
£450 000 in order to run next year. 
Cardiff Cruises   Only the MARIANNE OF MANCHESTER has been in use 
this season and the DAME SHIRLEY is being sold.  The former DORSET 
BELLE had been running from Cardiff since 2012. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Next year Manchester Ship Canal cruises are 
scheduled for 44 dates between 20 April and 14 October. 
Coniston Launch   Hourly trips calling at Waterhead, Torver and 
Brantwood are daily till 8 November, then at weekends in winter and 
daily from 3 February. 
Windermere Lake Cruises   Sailings from Lakeside, Bowness, 
Brockhole and Ambleside are daily through the winter, except that 
from 8 January to 2 February Lakeside is served only at weekends. 
Keswick Launch Co   Trips are daily till 17 November, at weekends 
until 17 December, then at weekends and in school holidays from  
3 February, and daily from 10 March. 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   A daily one-boat service runs daily through 
the winter. 

 
IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   After a consultation, the company has 
decided to continue using Belfast for Northern Ireland sailings in 
2018, instead of moving to Larne. 
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Waverley Excursions   To correct the last issue, the WAVERLEY 
reached Glasgow on 15 October, missing both her Clyde trips.  
Timetables have been published for sailings on the Clyde on  
25-28 May and in the Western Isles from 29 May to 5 June. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE sailed to Hull on 
15 November for refit. 
City Cruises York   The WITHEYCOMBE is being transferred from 
London to run in York. 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises no longer have any sightseeing trips from Bankside 
Pier.  The WITHEYCOMBE is being moved to York and on 2 December was 
moored at Chatham awaiting a tug.  She was built in 1970 for George 
Wheeler Launches to run between Westminster and the Tower. 
Salter's Steamers   Next year's services show further reductions in 
sailings: Oxford-Abingdon runs from 26 May to 9 September; 

Wallingford to Abingdon or Reading from 16 July to 27 August; 
Reading-Henley from 26 May to 2 September but not on Mondays; 
Marlow to Henley or Windsor from 9 July to 7 September. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   The winter timetable with a two-ship service 
to East Cowes runs until 30 March.  A third ferry runs on some days 
around Christmas and the New Year, and there are two sailings on 
Christmas Day.  The RED FALCON was at Falmouth for refit from 3 to 
19 November; the RED OSPREY arrived there on the 29th.     
Isle of Wight Council   After modifications to the floating bridge, 
trials will take place this month and, if successful, it could 
return to service. 
Dorset Cruises, Poole   A programme of jazz cruises and gin-tasting 
cruises is being advertised for 2018. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next year's Exeter Ship Canal trips 
are on 24 April, 9 and 23 May, 8 and 22 June, 20 August, 5 and 19 
September and 4 October. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The PLYMOUTH PRINCESS has been sold to Forth 

Boat Tours and left in November via Poole, Brighton, Ramsgate, 
Lowestoft and Grimsby, reaching Whitby on 4 December.  Originally 
at Southend, she ran in London as the THAMES BRITANNIA before being 
rebuilt to start service at Plymouth in 1982. 
M Pill, Falmouth   The MEDINA MIST is running 45-minute harbour 
cruises in December (weather permitting, of course). 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III made 208 return 
trips this year and carried 121 000 passengers.  She will run next 
year from 19 March to 4 November.  Sunday sailings will be from  
1 July to 16 September.  The day return fare will be £45.  The 
cargo service is still being maintained by the GRY MARITHA; over £2 
million has been spent on converting the MALI ROSE but it still 
needs more work.  The SCILLONIAN III made a cargo trip on  
4 December as the GRY MARITHA needed to be dry-docked for repairs. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG went to Sharpness on 14 November for 
dry docking.  Next year's passenger sailings will be from 27 March 
to 26 October. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE will 
offer her usual Wednesday trips to Tewkesbury from 2 May to  
26 September 2018, and trips to Worcester on Thursdays 28 June,  
26 July and 30 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Next year's programme 
includes cruises from Acton Bridge and Sutton on the River Weaver, 
Ellesmere Port and Liverpool.  Last year's trips to Salford are not 
being repeated. 
Kittywake Canal Cruises, Wigan   After refitting, the ELLESWAKE 
began running in September with a certificate for 60 passengers.  
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN will run next year from 
23 March to 4 November. 

 

MISCELLANY 
 The HOTSPUR IV, built in 1946 for the Southampton-Hythe ferry 

and in use until 2014, has been sold for private use.  She is being 
refitted at Southampton and will reportedly be moored on the Thames 
as a houseboat. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's main Clyde season is from  
22 June to 26 August; she sails from Liverpool to North Wales on  
28 and 29 August, on the Bristol Channel from 31 August to  
5 September, on the South Coast from 7 September, and on the Thames 
from 21 September to 7 October. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The KENILWORTH has been bought and, if the 
MCA grant a passenger certificate, will run from Whitby.  Built in 
1936 as the Southampton-Hythe ferry HOTSPUR II, she went to the 
Clyde as the KENILWORTH in 1979, then to Inverness in 2009 but has 
been laid-up for several years.  
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE returned to 
Bridlington on 14 December after her refit in Hull. 
City Cruises York   The WITHEYCOMBE was towed from the Medway by 
the tug CHRISTINE and arrived in Hull on 19 December.  She was 
reported sailing up the River Ouse on 28 December. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   Public trips are on various dates 
from 31 March to 10 October, and include trips to land at Shotley 
on 4 July, 1 August and 5 September. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY will offer day trips 
from Gravesend to Southend on 1 May, 13 June, 25 July and 7 August.  
Rochester-Southend trips are on 13 dates.  There are day trips from 
Southend to Rochester on 5 and 6 May, and 3 June, and to Chatham on 
1 April and 15 September. 
Woods' Silver Fleet   The SILVER STURGEON went to Lowestoft on  
4 January for her refit. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED OSPREY left Falmouth on 12 December. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The new name of the OSSIAN OF STAFFA is JENNY 
BLUE. 
Isle of Wight Council   The floating bridge returned to service on 
11 December. 

The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL's summer programme has 
Solent cruises from Southampton on 16 dates from 26 May to  
16 September; she goes to Poole on 27 August, has three day cruises 
to the Bournemouth Air Festival and returns to Southampton on  
3 September. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION returned to Poole on  
13 December after repairs at Falmouth and was back in service on 
the 15th. 
Manche Iles Express   The VICTOR HUGO is having a major refit 
costing about £1.07 million.  Her passenger capacity will be 
increased to 236 to cope with rising passenger numbers from 
Diélette and Carteret. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry  The CHRISTIE BELLE's Dartmouth-Greenway service 
will run daily from 1 March to 28 October. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   The PLYMOUTH PRINCESS's delivery voyage 

continued from Whitby via Amble and Eyemouth to arrive in Port 
Edgar on the Firth of Forth on 11 December.  She will be renamed 
FORTH PRINCESS. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG returned from dry-docking in 
Sharpness on 20 December. 
White Funnel announced on 13 December that the BALMORAL will not 
run this year.  The MCA will not renew the passenger certificate 
until doubled hull plating is replaced and crew accommodation also 
needs to be rebuilt.  While Funnel's office has closed and MV 
Balmoral Fund has submitted a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
£3.75 million.  The BALMORAL had been run by White Funnel for three 
seasons, but had incurred heavy losses.   
Bristol Packet   Avon Gorge cruises are scheduled for 39 dates from 
11 March to 1 December. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
National Waterways Museum Gloucester   The museum is closed until  
5 May, but boat trips resume on 24 March. 

 
MISCELLANY 
 THE FAIRMILE (ex WESTERN LADY III) has been laid-up at 
Southampton since being bought by the National Museum of the Royal 
Navy in December 2015.  Plans have been announced to display her at 
the museum in Hartlepool, currently home to HMS TRINCOMALEE and the 
paddle steamer WINGFIELD CASTLE. 
 The preserved Dutch tug/passenger ship HOLLAND is to visit 
Cardiff on 7-10 June, chartered for the Volvo Ocean round-the-world 
yacht race.  She was built in 1951 and was a passenger ferry in 
summer and an ocean-going salvage tug in winter. 

 (Photo from Stichting Zeesleepboot Holland) 
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Waverley Excursions   Timetables for all areas have been published 
and are similar to recent years'.  Bristol Channel trips are from 
Porthcawl and Swansea to Ilfracombe on 31 August, and from Clevedon 
and Penarth on 1-4 September with visits to Ilfracombe on 1-3 
September, Lundy on the 2nd and Minehead on the 3rd. 

 
THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY will offer day trips 
from Gravesend to Greenwich on 2 May, 12 June, 24 July and  
8 August.  One-hour cruises from Rochester resume on 24 March and 
run on most Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays until 28 October. 
Island Cruises   The DAME SHIRLEY went to Saul on the Gloucester & 
Sharpness Canal on 17 January for dry docking.  Her Thames estuary 
sailings are due to start on 5 May. 
Viscount Cruises   The Sunday evening cruise from Greenwich will 
run for a longer season, from 6 May to 30 September. 
Woods' Silver Fleet   The SILVER STURGEON returned to London on  

21 January after her refit in Lowestoft. 
French Brothers   The Runnymede-Windsor service runs from 30 March 
to 30 September, and Maidenhead-Windsor from 19 May to 8 September.  
Public steamboat cruises are on 13 and 27 May, 10 and 24 June,  
1 and 22 July, 5 and 19 August, and 2 and 23 September.  
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The SPIRIT OF PORTSMOUTH's cruise programme runs 
from 25 May to 6 September and includes six day trips to Lymington 
and four to the Needles and Yarmouth. 
Wightlink   The ST CECILIA went to Falmouth on 6 February for 
refit.  The VICTORIA OF WIGHT is due to be launched on 7 February 
at the Cemre Shipyard in Turkey. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED EAGLE was at Falmouth for dry docking 
from 6 to 19 January. 
City Cruises Poole   Harbour cruises run at weekends in winter and 
daily from 12 to 16 February.  Trips to Swanage and harbour cruises 
will run daily from 29 March to 28 October.  Evening bird-watching 
cruises from Poole and Swanage are on Fridays 18 and 25 May, and  
1, 15, 22 and 29 June. 
National Trust   Brownsea Island is open at weekends from  

10 February, then daily from 17 March to 28 October.   
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR RAPIDE went to Falmouth for refit on  
6 January. 
Manche Iles Express   Granville sailings are from 17 March to  
28 October, and Carteret or Diélette have services between 5 April 
and 7 October.  There are trips to Alderney from Diélette and/or 
Guernsey on 17 dates. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Dartmouth-Totnes sailings 
are daily from 24 March to 3 November.  The KINGSWEAR CASTLE runs 
from 26 May to 30 September, with sailings to Totnes on 6, 12 and 
20 June, 9 and 19 July, 8 and 22 August, and 18 September. 
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George Pill (Falmouth Fishing Trips) has bought the WESTERN 
ENDEAVOUR which seems to have been idle since 2015 when she ran 
from Falmouth for Great Western Riverboats.  The LOOK AHEAD II has 
been sold. 

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Appledore Instow Ferry   The service runs from 5 April to  
23 October. 
Lundy Company   Last year, the island has 11 400 day visitors and 
5573 staying visitors. 
Bristol Ferry Boats   Avon Gorge cruises are on 24 dates from  
10 March to 21 October, including cruises on 7 April, 6 July and  
4 August that also go up the New Cut. 
Strawberry Field Catering, Bath   THE PENNY LANE will be used for 
static functions in 2018 and will no longer offer any cruises.  She 
had operated in Bath since being built in 1981 as the PRIDE OF 
BATH. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Foulridge Canal Cruises will no longer be running regular public 
trips, but cruises with food will be offered on some dates. 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   A two-boat service runs from 25 March to  
4 November, with a third boat plus a separate Glenridding to Aira 
Force service between 26 May and9 September. 

 
MISCELLANY 
 The Gosport ferry PORTSMOUTH QUEEN, sold in February 2016 for 
service in London, has been undergoing conversion at Queenborough 
but the project seems to have been abandoned and she has been 
offered for sale as the LONDON QUEEN.  
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY sailed to Grimsby on  
17 February for her annual survey. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is again being 
chartered by the RSPB: there are 13 puffin and gannet cruises 
between 12 May and 5 August, and cruises to see migrating birds on 
2, 15 and 30 September. 
City Cruises York   The CAPTAIN JAMES COOK will offer regular lunch 
cruises this year from April to September. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
S N Kingston, King's Lynn, plans to retire and has offered the 
ferry business for sale for £65 000.    
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services   The ferry will run from  
30 March to 28 October. 
 

THAMES 

Jetstream Tours, Chatham   Afternoon cruises from Southend to Red 
Sands fort will be offered on various dates when the JACOB MARLEY 
has a day trip from Rochester or Gravesend to Southend.  The THAMES 
SWIFT was at Chatham in February for a refit.  The JACOB MARLEY was 
on the Tilbury ferry service until it was suspended because of the 
storm on 1 March and the JACOB MARLEY was damaged; the service is 
suspended until further notice. 
Island Cruises   Cruises from Southend are due to start on 5 May 
but plans to run from Queenborough have not been confirmed. 
Thames River Services   The summer schedule, including cruises to 
the Thames Barrier, runs from 26 March to 28 October. 
Thames River Boats   Sailings from Westminster to Kew, Richmond and 
Hampton Court are due to resume on 26 March. 
Turk Launches   Services from Kingston to Richmond and Hampton 
Court begin on 24 March; Richmond sailings continue until  
30 September and Hampton Court trips end on 28 October.  
French Brothers   The Runnymede to Hampton Court service runs from 
11 June to 6 September. 
Thames Steamers   The ALASKA will offer short public trips from 
Bourne End on 26-28 May and 25-27 August and from Henley on  
21-22 July. 

Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Mapledurham House will not be open to 
the public this year so there will be no trips to land at 
Mapledurham.  Non-landing cruises will run at weekends from  
24 March to 30 September and daily in school holidays, except from 
20 to 29 August when boats will be running to the Reading Festival. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The Portsmouth-Ryde service has an hourly one-boat 
service between 26 February and 13 March while the WIGHT RYDERs are 
refitted in turn.  The VICTORIA OF WIGHT was launched on  
7 February as planned. 
Red Funnel Ferries has ordered a 74-m double-ended cargo ferry from 
Cammell Laird.  Costing £10 million and due in spring 2019, it will 
provide extra sailings for commercial vehicles and 12 passengers. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR RAPIDE left Falmouth on 17 February 
after her refit and is now back in service. 
Isle of Sark Shipping Co   The SARK BELLE went to Portland for 

refit in February. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The PRIDE OF EXMOUTH's first 
Jurassic Coast cruise of the season is on 28 March.  Day trips to 
Torquay and Brixham are on Thursdays from 24 May to  
27 September.  The first of six day trips to Sidmouth is on  
24 June.  Special trips include Brixham Pirate Festival on  
5 May, an all-day geology cruise on 8 May, Torbay Air Show on  
2 and 3 June, Teignmouth Carnival on 2 August and National Trust 
cruises from Lyme Regis on 25 May and 9 July. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Trips to Calstock are on 28 dates from  
12 April to 20 October and include some evening jazz cruises.  
George Pill (Falmouth Fishing Trips)   The WESTERN ENDEAVOUR has 
been renamed ST MAWES CASTLE.  Originally the BRIXHAM BELLE, she 
has been the HENRY ROSE II in Guernsey, Oban and Loch Lomond, then 
the OUR BOY DAVID, SPARKLE and BAY PRINCESS at Paignton, and 
WESTERN ENDEAVOUR at Falmouth. 
A Thomas, Penzance   The MERMAID II has been offered for sale. 
St Mary's Boatmen's Association   The SEAHORSE has been sold by 

Steve Hicks, her original owner, to Ryan Sloane who will continue 
to run her in the Association. 
 

WEST WALES 
Caldey Boat Service   The SILVER SPRAY has been advertised for 
sale. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Avon Boating, Stratford   The first boat trips of the season are 
due to start on 13 March. 
Newark Castle Line   The SONNING is due to make her first trip of 
the season on 30 March.  
 

NORTH WEST 
G Salt (Manchester River Cruises)   The PRINCESS KATHERINE will 
make public trips along the Ship Canal to Ellesmere Port on  
22 April. 
 

OBITUARY 
 The Rev Norman D Bird died in February at the age of 85.  He 

was a good friend who had had enjoyed travelling on ships and boats 
for over 70 years.  He wrote articles about his favourite, the 
BRISTOL QUEEN, and other  Bristol Channel ships, and the local 
passenger ships of the Bay of Naples.  In recent years he had become 
a familiar figure on London's passenger boats. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The SUMMER QUEEN will offer whale-watching 
cruises every day in September, limited to 12 passengers at a fare 
of £40. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE made her first trip 
of the season on 29 March. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The THAMES SWIFT returned to the 
Gravesend-Tilbury ferry on 10 March but broke down on the 12th and 
the service was suspended until 23 March while she was re-engined.  
The JACOB MARLEY was still under repair at Easter and is expected 
to resume trips from Rochester on 14 April. 
Island Cruises   The DAME SHIRLEY sailed from Cardiff via Padstow, 
Falmouth, Weymouth, Yarmouth and Brighton to Queenborough where she 
arrived on 24 March.  She has since been renamed SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The owner has been fined 

£8000 with £8017 costs following the detention of the DUCHESS M in 
September 2016 with safety deficiencies.  The DUCHESS M eventually 
returned to service but has been laid-up since 29 April 2017.  The 
owner's West Street Pier at Gravesend was badly damaged by storm 
"Emma" in March and the PRINCESS POCAHONTAS will be unable to 
operate this year.  She had run on the Thames for 28 years. 
Thames Clippers   The HURRICANE CLIPPER went to East Cowes for a 
refit on 8 February. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Day trips to Beale Park, leaving 
Reading at 1030, are scheduled for various dates, mainly in school 
holidays.  The boat continues to Goring on 20 May, 10 June, 15 July 
and 12 August.  Day trips to Henley will be on 31 May, 14 June, and 
2 and 16 August. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED EAGLE returned to service on 15 March 
after her conversion.  The summer car ferry schedule, with hourly 
sailings, runs from 29 March to 29 October.  The RED JET 3 is being 
offered for sale by brokers with delivery in July. 
Solent Party Ship Cruises, Southampton   The PRINCESS CAROLINE has 
been advertised for sale for £700 000, with delivery from January 

2019. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL is due to leave 
Southampton on 15 April for dry-docking in Falmouth. 
City Cruises Poole   Access to Swanage Pier is currently restricted 
while pile replacement and repairs are carried out.  The SOLENT 
SCENE will be unable to call at Swanage on a few occasions when 
there is a very low tide. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
J & M Rackley, Starcross and Dawlish   The start of the season for 
the Starcross-Exmouth ferry has been delayed until 28 April. 
Brixham Express   The BRIXHAM EXPRESS, laid-up at Ballycastle in 
Northern Ireland since the service ended in October, has been 
advertised for sale. 
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Funfish Trips, Brixham   The BRIXHAM BELLE has been re-engined and 
has started wildlife cruises from Brixham.  Trips to Paignton and 
Torquay will start later. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The service to Fowey will run daily from  

25 April to 5 October. 
George Pill (Falmouth Fishing Trips)   The ST MAWES CASTLE (ex 
WESTERN ENDEAVOUR) has begun running from the Custom House Quay to 
St Mawes. 
A Thomas, Penzance   The MERMAID II made the first trips of the 
season on 21 March. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel is insolvent with debts of over £95 000.  Creditors 
have agreed a voluntary arrangement for payment to be deferred. 
Cardiff Cruises   After dry-docking at Saul, the DAME SHIRLEY 
returned to Cardiff.  She left on 20 March for her new owners after 
six years at Cardiff. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Seacoast Safaris (Beaumaris Marine Services)   A new 54-passenger 
boat, the NEPTUNE EXPLORER, is being fitted out ready to run this 
summer.  She will also offer longer trips carrying 12 passengers, 
including 6-hour cruises round Anglesey. 
Mersey Ferries   A three-hour bird-watching cruise into Liverpool 

Bay is scheduled for 19 August. 
 

 
 

____________________  www.trip-out.co.uk  ©  G P Hamer  6 April 2018 

http://www.trip-out.co.uk/


 

                       May 2018 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY went into dry dock at Greenock 
on 18 April and returned to Glasgow under tow on the 30th.  Her 
first sailing of the season is on 25 May from Glasgow. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
W Shiel, Seahouses   The GLAD TIDINGS VIII made a special cargo 
trip in April to deliver timber to the Isle of May off the east 
coast of Scotland. 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The KENILWORTH left Lossiemouth in April 
and has been surveyed in Middlesbrough. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE was chartered to do 
cruises for local schoolchildren from Hull from 23 to 27 April.  
The weather delayed her return to Bridlington, but she was able to 
resume her usual trips on 4 May. 
 

THAMES 
 The Sail Royal Greenwich event this year is on 4-8 July.  At 

least six Dutch sailing ships will be offering cruises of 2 to 4 
hours from Woolwich.  Those confirmed as attending are the GULDEN 
LEEUW, IRIS, JANTJE, OOSTERSCHELDE, THALASSA and WYLDE SWAN. 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The THAMES SWIFT broke down on 23 April 
and again on the 27th, and the JACOB MARLEY had another spell on 
the Tilbury ferry, while her scheduled cruises were cancelled. 
Island Cruises   Trips between Queenborough and Southend were due 
to start on 5 May, with two or three round trips daily, but the 
first trips are now scheduled for 26 May. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The owner, John Potter, 
is retiring and the PRINCESS POCAHONTAS is for sale, as well as the 
DUCHESS M. 
London Party Boats    Conversion of the GOSPORT QUEEN, which 
arrived in London in January 2017, is nearing completion.  As the 
party boat PEARL OF LONDON, she now has a very large wheelhouse and 
bars on all three decks.  The pictures show her in London before 
and after the work. 

   Photos by Michael Hammond  

 
SOUTH COAST 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL was in Falmouth from 16 to 
26 April for dry docking. 
City Cruises Poole   New this year is a monthly evening trip to 
Wareham in the ISLAND SCENE. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR RAPIDE will be out of service for 
repairs in Cherbourg from 18 to 22 June.  The CONDOR LIBERATION 
will have an amended timetable covering Poole and St-Malo. 
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Manche Iles Express   The VICTOR HUGO, after her refit, now has 
open deck space for passengers as well as 236 inside seats. 

 
WEST OF ENGLAND 

Fal River, Falmouth   The Enterprise boats run between Falmouth and 
Truro or Malpas via Trelissick from 2 April to 28 October, with 
three trips daily in the low season and six round trips daily 
between 28 May and 30 September.  The "park and float" service from 
Ponsharden to Falmouth runs every day from 1 May to 29 September. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The first Bideford-Ilfracombe coastal trip this 
year will be on 21 May. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Dudley Canal Trust (Trips)   The fleet has been joined by the 
narrow boat VIC SMALLSHIRE, named after one of the founders of the 
Trust who died in 2014.  The boat was built in 1986 as the HANLEY 
and ran on the Shropshire Union Canal, later being renamed 
SHROPSHIRE LADY then DREAMCATCHER.  She is offering cruises with 
meals. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Some trips were cancelled in 

April following a "small mechanical failure".  She has been 
repaired and the next public cruise is on 14 May from Liverpool to 
Acton Bridge. 
Lancaster Canal Boats   Horse-drawn cruises are being offered from 
Barton Grange on certain dates from 13 May. 
 

IRISH SEA 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE went to Birkenhead 
for dry-docking on 17 April and is due back in service on 9 May.  
Services from Heysham to Douglas are being maintained by the 
MANANNAN and the cargo ferry ARROW. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY was dry-docked at Greenock 
between 18 and 21 May for the replacement of her rudder stock.  She 
entered service on 25 May and her Western Isles sailings were 
completed in fine weather. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
A & T Douglas, Seahouses   Another catamaran, the SERENITY, is due 
in service this year. 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The KENILWORTH will not be able to run 
again as a passenger boat and has been offered for sale again for 
£45 000. 
City Cruises York   The WITHEYCOMBE has started doing sightseeing 
trips, but has not been renamed. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Waveney River Tours, Oulton Broad   No trips are planned from Snape 
and the ENCHANTRESS is laid-up with the SOUTHERN BELLE. 

 
THAMES 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY made a trial call at 
Southend on 15 May.  On the first public trip, on 26 May, there 
were problems berthing at Southend, where day trippers could not go 
ashore, and at Queenborough.  Subsequent trips between Queenborough 
and Southend have been cancelled and the only public trips 
advertised are afternoon tea cruises and evening cruises. 
Woolwich Ferry   The two new ferries were floated out of the 
building dock at Gdańsk on 15 May.  New berthing pontoons are being 
built in the Netherlands and the service will be suspended in the 
autumn so that they can be installed and the terminals rebuilt 
ready for the new ferries. 
Bateaux London   On 18 May, the owners were fined a total of  
£304 925 for operating the SYMPHONY for six weeks in 2017 without a 
valid domestic safety management certificate. 
London Party Boats    The PEARL OF LONDON's first cruise was on  
19 May. 
Thames Boats   The HIGH SOCIETY sank at her moorings on 9 May.  She 
was raised the next day but will need extensive repairs. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Trips up the River Kennet to Reading 

Abbey are being introduced and will run on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 25 July to 18 August in the LADY CAROLINE. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 7 was launched on 6 June.  The new 
freight ferry is to be named RED KESTREL. 
Coastline Cruises, Weymouth   Sailings to Portland, landing at 
Crabbers Wharf and Portland Marina, leave Weymouth at 1030, 1230 
and 1430 daily. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Exe Fishing, Exmouth   The SOUTHERN ANGLER has been advertised for 
sale for £65 000 because of "family circumstances".  She is running 
her usual angling trips from Exmouth this season. 
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Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   In 2017, the boats 
carried 292 693 passengers, down 1.3% from 2016.  The company's 
pre-tax profit was £461 775. 
Rivermaid, Kingsbridge   Operation of the RIVERMAID, owned by Peter 

Moule, has been taken over by the Island Cruising Club and Egremont 
Trust, owners of the former Mersey ferry EGREMONT, currently being 
refitted at Sharpness.  Trips from Kingsbridge and Salcombe began 
in May and will continue to 7 October.   
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Cardiff Waterbus   The owner, Steve Critchley, has retired after 18 
years in the business.  The PRINCESS ROYAL has been sold and in 
April was taken by road to Liverpool.  Previously owned by Broads 
Tours, she had run in Cardiff since 2005.   
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
English Holiday Cruises, Gloucester   The OLIVER CROMWELL was sold 
in January for £245 000 for use as a static hotel and restaurant at 
Crannagh Marina at Coleraine in Northern Ireland.  On 25 May, 
whilst under tow off Holyhead, she sank.  She had been converted 
from a Dutch barge in 1993, offering cruises until 2008, then being 
moored in Gloucester as a static venue. 
 

NORTH WEST 

Cumbria County Council   There was an engine room fire in the 
MALLARD on 27 May and the ferry is suspended until further notice.  
Windermere Lake Cruises is running a replacement service for 
passengers and cycles between Bowness and Ferry House. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE will offer an 
evening round-the-island cruise on 23 June.  The Isle of Man 
Government announced on 8 May that it had agreed to buy the Company 
for £124 million, and the deal has been approved by the Manx 
parliament.  The company will retain the present management and 
staff. 

 

ISLE OF MAN 

Laxey Towing Co   The KARINA will not be operating this year and 
has been advertised for sale for £30 000.  Originally at Plymouth, 
then Dartmouth, she has run from Douglas since 2001. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The preserved Dutch tug/passenger ferry HOLLAND sailed from 

Harlingen via Portsmouth and Plymouth to arrive in Cardiff on  
7 June.  She has been chartered for the Volvo Ocean round-the-world 
yacht race (see January issue). 
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THAMES 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY was unable to operate in 
June owing to a lack of a suitably qualified skipper.  Trips from 
Queenborough and Southend are due to start this month. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS 
remains laid-up at Gravesend. 
City Cruises   The CITY GAMMA is being rebuilt with an upper deck 
like the CITY ALPHA.  The work is being done at Great Yarmouth and 
she was towed there from London on 8 June by the tug CHRISTINE. 
London Party Boats    The PEARL OF LONDON has been chartered by the 
Budweiser brewery for a programme of cruises for World Cup football 
matches.  She has a temporary red and black livery and large TV 
screens. 
Parr Boats, Kingston   Cruises from Richmond to Teddington Lock are 
not running this year. 
 

SOUTH COAST 

Red Funnel Ferries   There will be a naming ceremony for the RED 
JET 7 at Cowes on 24 July.  Two car ferries will offer cruises to 
view the Cowes Week fireworks on 10 August, one from Southampton 
and one from East Cowes. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   The OCEAN SCENE's cruise to the Cowes Week 
fireworks is from Southampton Town Quay and Hythe Marina. 
Solent & Wightline Cruises   Cruises to the Cowes Week fireworks 
will be from Ryde in the WIGHT SCENE and from Portsmouth Gunwharf 
in the SOLENT CAT. 
'Coral Star', Yarmouth   In addition to cruises to Hurst Castle or 
the Needles, the CORAL STAR offers a day trip from Yarmouth to 
Lymington on Saturdays and a cruise from Lymington with time ashore 
at Yarmouth. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Sam Pill (Cornwall Pleasure Cruises), Falmouth, was the buyer of 
the LOOK AHEAD II from George Pill.  She is used for trips to St 
Mawes from the Custom House Quay.   
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Avon Leisure Cruises, Evesham, has a new 12-passenger boat, the 

BLUE BELLE, offering 35-minute trips from Abbey Park.  These 
replace the trips in Mr Sandham's HANDSAM TOO which is no longer 
operating. 
 

NORTH WEST 
G Salt (Manchester River Cruises)   Another trip on the Manchester 
Ship Canal to Ellesmere Port is scheduled for 23 August.  On most 
days, one-hour cruises run from Ralli Quay on the River Irwell in 
the city centre and Salford Quays. 
Mersey Ferries   Merseytravel is inviting proposals for alternative 
uses of the laid-up ROYAL DAFFODIL which is not expected to return 
to service on the Mersey.  As part of plans for a new ferry, a 
"supplier engagement event" is to be held on 11 July to allow local 
firms to participate in the project. 
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Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Marsh Lock, at the entrance 
to the River Weaver, has been damaged and is out of use, leaving 
the DANIEL ADAMSON confined to running on the river between Acton 
Bridge and Sutton Weaver. 

Windermere Lake Cruises   The VENTURE has been converted to 
electric power and returned to service on 30 June.  She normally 
runs between Lakeside and Fell Foot Park.  
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Waverley Excursions   The sailings on 11, 30 and 31 July were 
cancelled because of technical faults.  Her Clyde season continues 
to 26 August and she then goes to Liverpool, the Bristol Channel, 
the South Coast and the Thames. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Whitby Coastal Cruises   The KENILWORTH has been sold for private 
use as she was unable to get a Class VI certificate for trips from 
Whitby.  A former ship's lifeboat has been refitted to carry 12 
passengers on short river trips and named DASH II. 
 

THAMES 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY has so far made only 
occasional trips from Queenborough and Southend. 
Woolwich Ferry   The JAMES NEWMAN made the annual charity cruise 
through Tower Bridge on 7 July.  This will be the last time this 
trip will be on one of the present ferries. 

Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FFREDA will, as usual, go to 
Reading to work as a ferry during the festival on 24-26 August. 
Windsor Duck Tours   The firm plans to introduce further purpose-
built amphibious craft in Glasgow and Falkirk. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Ross Boat Trips, Brighton   The THRESHER has been sold to Misty 
Isle Boat Trips of Elgol on the Isle of Skye.  She began running 
there this month as the MAID OF CORUISK. 
Wightlink   The VICTORIA OF WIGHT left the Cemre shipyard in 
Yalova, Turkey, on 16 July, towed by the tug AMBER II, and should 
reach Portsmouth on about 9 August. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 7 was named by the Duchess of 
Cornwall on 24 July and is now in service. 
Hurst Castle Ferries no longer run any trips to or from Yarmouth.   
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   The GRANVILLE has suffered engine problems 
and has been at Cherbourg since 20 July; she is not expected to 
resume service till 13 August.  The VICTOR HUGO has been running 
from Granville to Jersey and Guernsey, but sailings from Carteret, 

Diélette, Sark and Alderney have been cancelled. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   There will be a day trip to 
Dartmouth on 31 August for Dartmouth Regatta. 
J & M Rackley, Starcross and Dawlish   The PRINCESS MARINA made her 
first trips of the season from Dawlish on 10 July. 
Funfish Trips, Brixham   Last season's Brixham-Paignton-Torquay 
service will not run this year as they no longer have a site for a 
ticket kiosk in Paignton.  A daily trip to Teignmouth in the 
BRIXHAM BELLE started on 14 July, leaving Brixham at 1030, Paignton 
1100 and Torquay 1130, with passengers returning by train; the boat 
leaves Teignmouth at 1300 for Torquay. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co is already taking bookings for the 
2019 season of the SCILLONIAN III which begins on 18 March.   
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
National Waterways Museum Gloucester   The KING ARTHUR is not in 
service this year.  45-minute trips in the QUEEN BOADICEA II run 
daily at 1200 and 1330 until 4 November. 

Worcester Boat Trips   Evening trips with live music started in 
2017 and now run on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, with an hour 
ashore at the 'Camp House Inn' at Grimley.    
B&MK Waterway Enterprises, Bedford   The JOHN BUNYAN will be 
offering trips from St Neots during the Inland Waterways 
Association's Festival on 25-27 August. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Cumbria County Council   The ferry needs to be re-engined following 
the fire on 27 May, and the service across Windermere may not 
resume before October. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE suffered a 
Turbocharger failure at Douglas on the morning of 28 July and she 
was off service being repaired until the 30th. 

 

MISCELLANY 
 The BALMORAL was moved from her usual lay-up berth in Bristol 
to a berth on Hotwells Road opposite the GREAT BRITAIN on 12 July.  

There is no public access to the ship there. 
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Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY broke down with a boiler control 
problem on 25 August after leaving Helensburgh for Dunoon.  She 
eventually got to Greenock and the remainder of the weekend's 
sailings were cancelled.  She left Greenock on the 27th and went 
directly to Llandudno to start her North Wales sailings the next 
day, with Liverpool passengers taken to Llandudno by bus.  She 
completed the day trip from Liverpool on the 29th and her Bristol 
Channel sailings from 31 August to 4 September in fine weather.  
She left on 5 September after bunkering at Ilfracombe and her first 
South Coast sailing is from Weymouth on 7 September. 

 
THAMES 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The DUCHESS M has been 
sold and moved to Hoo on the Medway. 
Woolwich Ferry   The ferry will be closed from 6 October to late 
December so that the berths can be modified for the new ferries. 
Chas Newens Marine, Putney   The INTERCEPTOR has been advertised 

for sale for £140 000. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Public cruises as far as Mapledurham 
continue at weekends this month then on Sundays in October and 
November. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The VICTORIA OF WIGHT arrived in Portsmouth on  
10 August after the 3000-mile voyage from Turkey and after trials 
entered service to Fishbourne on 26 August.  She is 89.7 m long, 
8041 gross tons and, according to Wightlink, can carry 1170 
passengers and 178 cars.  

  VICTORIA OF WIGHT (photo from Wightlink) 

There was an engine room fire in the WIGHT SKY on 26 August.  The 
fire was put out and the ferry returned to Yarmouth.  The WIGHT SUN 
has replaced her. 

'Rum Jungle', Lymington   This is the RUM JUNGLE's last season in 
the UK and she will go to the Mediterranean this autumn to work as 
a charter yacht there. 
City Cruises Poole   Winter harbour cruises (daily except Mondays 
and Fridays) run from 3 November to 2 December and from 5 January 
to 31 March, while there are "Santa" cruises in December.   
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The service will be 
suspended for four to six weeks from 29 October for the ferry's 
two-yearly refit. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Manche Iles Express   The GRANVILLE left Cherbourg on 15 August and 
returned to service on the 20th from Diélette and Carteret after a 
five-week break for engine repairs. 

 
WEST WALES 
Carmarthen Bay Ferries is a community interest company formed to 
revive the ferry across the Towy between Ferryside and Llansteffan.  
With a grant of £300 000 from the Coastal Communities Fund, a 10-
passenger amphibious boat was built in Pembrokeshire and entered 
service in August.  The service runs for about four hours each day 
around high tide. 
Caldey Boat Service   The ILA, a traditional wooden boat built by 
Butler & Co at Penpol on Restronguet Creek between Falmouth and 
Truro, was introduced this summer.  She is a sister of the FOAM, 
from the same builder in 2007. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Worcester River Cruises   The PRIDE OF THE MIDLANDS did not operate 
last year and has been sold for conversion to a houseboat.  She was 
converted from the cargo vessel C/S 8 in 1974 and had been based at 
Worcester as a party boat since then. 
 

NORTH WEST 

Ullswater 'Steamers'   The pier at Glenridding is to be extended 
this winter, with work starting on 1 October and due for completion 
by Christmas; boats will continue to run as scheduled. 
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The summer weather was kind to most boat operators this year.  
The May Bank Holiday was the warmest since it was introduced in 1978 
and warm sunny weather continued to predominate until August, with 
several hot spells.  Only from the second week of August did we have 
more typically varied British summer weather. 
           

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY's South Coast sailings were 
disrupted by the weather and sailings on 9, 11, 16 and 18-20 
September were cancelled.  She was stormbound at Southampton until 
24 September so her Thames sailings on 21-23 September were 
cancelled.  Her last Thames sailing is due on 6 October and she 
then returns to the Clyde for final trips on the 13th and 14th. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE finished her season 
early, making her last trips on 30 September. 

City Cruises York   Sightseeing trips are daily until 25 November, 
then at weekends from 5 to 20 January and daily from 2 February to 
24 November 2019.  Christmas cruises to Bishopthorpe run from  
1 to 23 December 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services started seal-watching trips last 
year to Hamford Water and the Walton Backwaters with a 12-passenger 
boat.  This year the 41-passenger GLORIA has been added; she's an 
11-m wartime open boat previously used at Tenby and Calstock.  The 
seal cruises last two hours and there are up to three a day until 
28 October. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The last Rochester-Southend day trips of 
the season, with a cruise to Red Sand Towers, are on 7 and 26 
October.  Short cruises from Rochester run at most weekends in 
October. 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY has some cruises from 
Queenborough this month, and a series of Christmas cruises is 
scheduled in December. 

Woolwich Ferry   The three ferries have been sold and will be towed 
to France, reportedly for scrap.  The JOHN BURNS made her last 
crossings in September and will be towed away by the tug TSM 
KERMOR.  The ERNEST BEVIN and JAMES NEWMAN were due to make the 
final crossings on 5 October before the service closes while the 
berths are prepared for the new ferries. 
Viscount Cruises   Two-hour Christmas cruises will run on Sundays 
from 25 November to 16 December, leaving Greenwich at 1800. 
Thames River Boats   Sailings from Westminster to Kew, Richmond and 
Hampton Court continue until 27 October. 
Colliers Launches   Arthur Collier, the founder of the business, 
died in September at the age of 82.   
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SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The VICTORIA OF WIGHT was off service from 2 to 17 
September because of technical problems.  There was a naming 
ceremony for her at Fishbourne on 20 September, performed by the 

Countess of Wessex.  
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry broke down on 
12 September and the service was suspended until the 20th. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next year's Exeter Ship Canal 
cruises will be on 13 and 28 May, 11 and 26 June, 10 and 26 July, 
and 23 September. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Cruises on the Weaver on  
5, 7 and 8 October, which were to have been the last of the season, 
have been cancelled because of a power failure at Saltersford Lock. 
Coniston Launch   Sailings are mostly at weekends this winter; 
daily trips resume on 2 February. 
Windermere Lake Cruises   This winter launches run daily between 
Bowness, Brockhole and Ambleside.  Sailings from Lakeside are daily 
except between 7 January and 1 February when boats only run at 
weekends. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   After the MANANNAN's season finishes 
on 4 November, the BEN-MY-CHREE runs the usual winter service to 
Heysham, with sailings to Birkenhead at weekends.  There are 
Douglas-Belfast sailings on 22 and 29 December.  The Manx 
Government has agreed to lease a site in Liverpool for a new 
terminal at Princes Half Tide Dock, 800 m downstream from the 
present terminal.  The new terminal is due to open in 2021.  
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 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.   

 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(1) City Cruises 2497    1(1)  City Cruises     6471 
2(2) Thames Luxury Ch 1771  2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2798 
3(3) Woods' Silver Fleet 1414  3(3)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   2081 
4(4)   Bateaux London       1039    4(4)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1768 
5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  977    5(5)  French Brothers      1319  
6(6)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(6)  Thames Luxury Ch     1300  
7(8) Waverley Excursions  693    7(7)  Salter's Steamers    1263  
8(-)   Westminster Party B.  685  8(8)  Crown River Cruises  1257 
9(9)   Dartmouth SR&RB Co    630  9(9)  Thames Cruises       1036  
10(10) Capital Pleasure B.   622   10(10) Capital Pleasure B.   899 
           
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY completed her Thames sailings on 

7 October and reached Weymouth the next day, but was unable to 
return to Glasgow because of the weather so her Clyde sailings on 
13-14 October were cancelled.  She went to Southampton on the 11th 
and finally left on 18 October for Glasgow via Campbeltown. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE went to Hull on  
18 October for her annual refit. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY broke down on  
13 October and Rochester Pier was closed because of safety issues, 
so all subsequent trips in October were cancelled.  Her next 
scheduled trip is from Gravesend to Greenwich on 25 November, and 
there will be "Santa" cruises from Rochester in December. 
Woolwich Ferry   The three ferries have been bought by Gardet & de 
Bezenac for scrapping.  The JOHN BURNS left Woolwich on 7 October, 
towed by the French tug TSM KERMOR, and arrived in Le Havre the 
next day.  The same tug took the JAMES NEWMAN on 25 October, and 
the ERNEST BEVIN on 31 October.  The BEN WOOLLACOTT left Gdańsk on 

20 October and was followed by the DAME VERA LYNN on the 31st; they 
left the Kiel canal on 4 November to cross the North Sea and 
arrived in Tilbury on the 6th. 
Thames Clippers   Another catamaran is being built in East Cowes by 
Wight Shipyard and is due for delivery in the spring as the VENUS 
CLIPPER.  She will carry 222 passengers. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON hit two yachts and ran aground 
when approaching East Cowes in thick fog on 21 October.  She was 
refloated after three hours and returned to service the next day.  
The winter timetable, from 30 October to 28 March has a two-ship 
service to East Cowes, except between 21 December and 2 January 
when a third car ferry provides extra sailings.  The RED FALCON 
left for refit at Falmouth on 1 November. 
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Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry was towed to 
Falmouth for its refit. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION sailed from Poole on  
5 November for her refit in Falmouth.  The CONDOR RAPIDE will do a 
weekly trip from Poole until 14 December.  
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Winter bird-watching cruises are on 
21 dates and some are already fully booked. 
S & M Garrett, Topsham   The SEA DREAM II is again being chartered 
by the RSPB for winter bird-watching cruises; they are on 21 dates 
from 8 November to 5 February. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   River cruises from 
Dartmouth this winter are at weekends (except on Sundays 2-23 
December) and on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays in November, 
December and February. 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Dockyard cruises are due to run on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays this month. 
Torpoint Ferry   The PLYM II was towed to Falmouth for refit in 
September and is due back in service on 16 November.  The TAMAR II 
is due for her refit next April, and the LYNHER II in April 2020. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   After her last trip of the season on 

4 November, the SCILLONIAN III went into dry dock at Penzance the 
next day. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
 The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded £152 200 for phase 1 of a 
project of repairs and improvements to Flat Holm.  The island is 
owned by Cardiff Council and can be reached by RIBs from Cardiff. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Manchester Ship Canal Cruises are scheduled for 40 
dates in 2019, between 9 May and 4 October.  Passengers from 
Salford are taken by bus to join the ferry which can no longer 
berth at Salford Quays.  Tickets will be on sale next month. 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Additional cruises on the 
River Weaver have been scheduled for 10 and 11 November.  Cruises 
next year are from 18 May to 8 September, from Ellesmere Port, and 
from Sutton Weaver, Acton Bridge and Anderton on the River Weaver. 
Cumbria County Council   The ferry across Windermere resumed on  
27 October after being out of action for five months. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN made her last trip of 
the season on 4 November and will remain in Douglas during the 
winter. 

 

 

 

_________________  www.trip-out.co.uk  ©  G P Hamer  6 November 2018

http://www.trip-out.co.uk/


 

             December 2018 
** 

 The fine weather of last summer benefited many ships and boats, 

but some old favourites were missing.  The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS was 
awaiting a buyer after 28 years on the Thames and the KARINA was 
idle after 72 years sailing in Devon and the Isle of Man.  The 
BALMORAL was also idle after three very unprofitable seasons with 
her current owners.  Thankfully, there is still a variety of 
interesting trips around our coasts and waterways. 

 
Geoffrey Hamer 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The WAVERLEY sailed on 92 days this year and 
91 000 passenger journeys were recorded, a better result than last 
year. 

 
THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   Bookings are now being taken for next 
year's day trips from Rochester to Southend and cruises from there 
to Red Sands Tower on various dates, starting on 7 April. 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY made a trial visit to 

Whitstable on 30 November and the owners hope to offer trips there 
next season. 
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co   The DUCHESS M was sold 
for £25 000 as a houseboat, but the PRINCESS POCAHONTAS remains 
unsold and has been moved to a mooring in the Medway. 
Woolwich Ferry   The BEN WOOLLACOTT went from Tilbury to Woolwich 
on 15 November and was followed by the DAME VERA LYNN on the 19th.  
They have since been doing trials and crew training. 
City Cruises   The MILLENNIUM DIAMOND went to Ramsgate on  
25 September for a refit and returned to London on 8 November. 
Bateaux London   The SYMPHONY has been undergoing a major refit 
this year and will return to service marketed as the "glass room". 
Thames Leisure   The TIDEWAY has been out of service this year. 
National Trust has been awarded £1.6 million by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for work on its land at Runnymede and, on the other 
side of the river, at Ankerwycke.  There is an appeal to raise a 
further £300 000 to complete the project which includes a ferry 
across the river. 
Salter's Steamers   Next year's services are similar to this 
year's: Oxford-Abingdon runs from 25 May to 8 September; 
Wallingford to Abingdon or Reading from 15 July to 26 August; 

Reading-Henley from 25 May to 1 September; Marlow to Henley or 
Windsor from 8 July to 6 September. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The ST FAITH went to Falmouth for refit, arriving on  
27 November. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED FALCON returned to Southampton on  
24 November after her refit at Falmouth. 
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The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL has public trips on 23 
dates from 25 May to 15 September next year, including a cruise to 
the Nab Tower on 18 August, Southampton-Poole on 26 August, three 
cruises to see the Bournemouth Air Festival and on 2 September back 
to Southampton. 

City Cruises Poole   The Poole-Swanage trips will run daily from  
1 April to 31 October 2019. 
Birds of Poole Harbour is a charity that organises year-round bird-
watching trips using boats of Brownsea Island Ferries and 
Greenslade Pleasure Boats, including cruises to the puffin breeding 
colony on Dancing Ledge. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Tresco Boat Services   The FIRETHORN OF BRYHER went to Padstow on  
4 October for a refit. 
B T Chapman, Padstow   The JUBILEE QUEEN has an evening river 
cruise on 7 December for the Padstow Christmas Festival firework 
display. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG went to Sharpness on 13 November for 
her annual refit.  Next year's passenger service is from 2 April to 
25 October. 
 

WEST WALES 

Caldey Boat Service   The SILVER SPRAY has been sold and has been 
reported at Newport no longer used as a passenger boat. 
 

ISLE OF MAN 

Laxey Towing Co   The KARINA has been sold and the new owner plans 
to have her shipped to The Gambia to run wildlife cruises.  
Originally the MAY QUEEN in Plymouth, and later the EASTERN BELLE 
and TOTNES PRINCESS at Plymouth and Dartmouth, she became the 
KARINA at Douglas in 2001.  She was damaged in a storm last winter 
and repairs were not worthwhile as the owner, Captain Carter, 
planned to retire after the season. 
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NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE returned to 
Bridlington on 17 December after her refit in Hull. 
 

THAMES 
Island Cruises   Cruises from Queenborough resume on 3 April.  
Trips to Southend and Whitstable are promised later. 
Woolwich Ferry   The service is due to reopen this month, but no 
date has been announced. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Gosport Ferry   The cruise programme runs from 1 June to  
9 September, and includes trips to Ryde, Cowes, the Hamble River, 
Southampton, Beaulieu River, Lymington, the Needles and Yarmouth. 
Wightlink   The ST CLARE arrived in Falmouth for refit on  
3 January.  The WIGHT SKY suffered an engine room fire at Lymington 
on 14 December, the third similar incident, and has since been out 
of service.  Her two sisters are now running at a reduced speed and 

the route will be cancelled in high winds; a 12-passenger 
catamaran, the CRC GLADIATOR (ex SCOOT 1) has been chartered to 
provide a commuter service between Yarmouth and Lymington Town Quay 
on days when the car ferries are cancelled.   
National Trust   Brownsea Island will be open at weekends from  
2 February then daily from 16 March to 3 November, with boats from 
Poole and Sandbanks. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry resumed on  
20 December after a break of over seven weeks, but was off service 
again from the 22nd.  Repairs should be completed this month. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry   The Dartmouth-Greenway service will run from  
1 March to 1 November. 
Rivermaid, Kingsbridge   The RIVERMAID ran between 18 December and 
2 January, possibly the first time she has run in winter. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III runs from  
18 March to 5 November, with sailings daily (except Sundays) from  
1 April to 9 October.  Sunday sailings are from 7 July to  
15 September.  On 3 and 6 May, and 1 June, there are two return 
trips.   

 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG left Sharpness on 20 December after 
her refit. 
Bristol Packet   This year's Avon Gorge cruises are on 51 dates 
from 2 March to 7 December.  Trips to Bath are on 26 May, 23 June, 
28 July, 18 August and 8 September. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Avon Leisure Cruises, Evesham   The owner, David Smith, died in 
November at the age of 70.  He had planned to retire after 15 years 
in the business and had already sold the SPIRIT OF FREEDOM ON AVON 
which has gone to Bristol.  His widow will continue to run the 
business with two 12-passenger boats. 
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NORTH WEST 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   The timetable is similar to last year's.  A 
two-boat service runs from 31 March to 26 October, with a third 
boat plus a separate Glenridding to Aira Force service between  
13 April and 1 September. 

 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   Silting at Heysham led to revised 
schedules on 18-21 December, and the MANANNAN made a round trip 
from Douglas to Heysham on the 19th and 21st. 

 

MISCELLANY 
 The BALMORAL was moved back to her usual berth in Bristol on  
9 October and has since been used for occasional static functions.  
She will remain laid up this year again. 
 The Maritime & Coastguard Agency has been carrying out a 
consultation on new regulations for seagoing vessels built before 
1998 and inland vessels built before 2010, with the aim of making 
their safety standards closer to those of newer vessels.  Changes 
are proposed to life-saving apparatus, fire protection, bilge pumps 
and damage stability.  The consultation ends on 29 January and new 
regulations will be introduced in the autumn, with changes to be 
applied in subsequent years.  There are fears that some historic 
vessels will be unable to meet the new stability rules.  
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Waverley Excursions   Chief executive Kathleen O'Neill left in 
December and four other directors subsequently resigned.  Cameron 
Marshall is the new chairman of Waverley Excursions Ltd and Paul 
Semple, formerly chairman of the Paddle Steamer Preservation 
Society, is to take over as full-time general manager from  
18 February after leaving his present job as a science teacher.  
Timetables for the WAVERLEY will be available by early March. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Orwell River Cruises, Ipswich   Public cruises on the ORWELL LADY 
run from 20 April to 17 October. 
Harwich Harbour Ferry Services   The ferry will run from 1 April to 
3 November. 
 

THAMES 
Sandwich River Bus   The SOUTHERN QUEEN sank at her mooring last 
year; she was raised but needs repairs.  Cruises to view seals    

this year will be operated by a 12-passenger boat. 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   The JACOB MARLEY will be calling at 
Thunderbolt Pier in the Historic Dockyard at Chatham on some trips 
this year. 
Island Cruises   A day trip from Queenborough to Chatham Historic 
Dockyard is advertised for 2 April, and a cruise round Sheppey with 
time ashore at Whitstable is scheduled for 6 April. 
Woolwich Ferry   The new ferries have started running after the 
service was suspended for nearly four months. 
City Cruises has bought the ERASMUS from Thames Luxury Charters.  
Originally the KARLSBERG on the Rhine, she has run in London since 
2002.  She went to Gravesend on 16 January for a refit and will be 
used by City Cruises for charters. 
Thames Clippers   A new pier is being built at Royal Wharf, another 
development of riverside apartments, situated in Silvertown on the 
north side of the river above the Thames Barrier.  It will be 
served by the Clippers and is due to open later this year. 
French Brothers   The Runnymede-Windsor service runs from 19 April 
to 29 September, Maidenhead-Windsor from 21 May to 7 September, and 
Runnymede to Hampton Court from 21 June to 5 September.  Steamboat 
cruises are on 12 and 26 May, 9 and 23 June, 14 and 21 July,  

4 and 18 August, and 1 and 22 September. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The ST CLARE arrived back from her refit in Falmouth on 
18 January.  The ST CECILIA has been sold to Delcomar for service 
in Sardinia where she will join her sisters ST CATHERINE (now G B 
CONTE) and ST HELEN (now ANNA MUR).  The ST CECILIA made her final 
trips between Portsmouth and Fishbourne on 25 January and moved to 
Hythe on the 29th. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED OSPREY was at Falmouth for refit from 
18 January to 2 February.  The summer timetable, with hourly 
sailings to East Cowes, runs from 29 March to 4 November. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry remained out 
of service until 28 January when a limited half-hourly service 
started with the ferry running at a reduced speed. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR RAPIDE went to Falmouth on 14 January 
for refit. 
Manche Iles Express   Sailings from Granville are from 5 April to 

27 October and from 30 November to 29 December.  Carteret and 
Diélette sailings run from 5 April to 13 October. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   The first Jurassic Coast cruise of 
the season is on 17 April, day trips to Torquay and Brixham are on 
Thursdays from 23 May and the first trip to Sidmouth is on 14 May.  
Other coastal trips are to Brixham Pirate Festival on 4 and 6 May, 
a geological day cruise on 24 May, Torbay Air Show landing at 
Paignton on 1 and 2 June, cruises from Seaton on 23 June, 21 July 
and 7 August, National Trust cruises from Lyme Regis on 12 July, 
Teignmouth Carnival evening on 1 August and Dartmouth Regatta on  
31 August. 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   Totnes sailings will be 
daily from 30 March to 2 November.  The KINGSWEAR CASTLE runs from 
25 May to 30 September and has 11 trips to Totnes. 
Mevagissey Ferries   The Mevagissey-Fowey service will run from  
15 April to 3 October. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 

National Waterways Museum Gloucester   The QUEEN BOADICEA II will 
offer 45-minute trips daily from 1 April to 27 October. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   The SNOWDROP is off service for a refit until 
March.  She will retain her "dazzle" colours. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 THE FAIRMILE left Southampton on 22 January aboard a barge to 
be taken to Hartlepool where she was moved by road into a temporary 
building. 
 The Northern Belle Trust has been formed to try to restore the 
boat which ran the Plymouth-Cremyll service between 1926 and 2013.  
They are raising funds to restore her and convert her to electric 
propulsion. 
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Waverley Excursions   The first provisional timetables were 
published on 22 February, showing Clyde sailings from 23 May and in 
the Western Isles from 27 May to 3 June.  The outline programme 
includes Liverpool and North Wales on 19-23 June, the Clyde until  
1 September, the Bristol Channel on 4-9 September, then the South 
Coast and Thames until 13 October, and the Clyde on 19-20 October. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
Nexus   The ferry service was suspended between 25 February and  
3 March for repair work on the South Shields landing stage.  A 
replacement bus service ran via the Tyne Tunnel. 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY has gone to Grimsby for 
refit and is due to resume trips from Scarborough at Easter. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE is being chartered 
by the RSPB for puffin and gannet cruises on 18 dates from 12 May 
to 31 August. 

 
THAMES 
Thames River Services   The summer timetable, with half-hourly 
sailings to Greenwich and cruises to the Thames Barrier, starts on 
1 April and runs until 27 October. 
Thames Clippers   The new VENUS CLIPPER was lowered into the water 
at East Cowes on 12 February.  After trials she sailed to London 
via Dover on 1 March. 
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   Public cruises are at weekends from 
30 March to 29 September, on Sundays in October and November, and 
daily during school holidays, except between 19 and 27 August when 
there are no public trips owing to the Reading Festival.  A service 
to Goring, calling at Mapledurham Lock, Pangbourne and Beale Park 
runs on ten dates from 26 May to 15 September, and there are some 
additional trips to Beale Park.  The DEVON BELLE is due to return 
to service and special trips are planned for her. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   There is a reduced service between Portsmouth and Ryde 
from 18 February to 28 March, with hourly sailings, while the WIGHT 
RYDERs are refitted in turn.  The WIGHT RYDER I was at Portchester 

from 18 February to 4 March.  The VICTORIA OF WIGHT was at Falmouth 
for a refit from 19 February to 1 March. 
Blue Funnel Cruises   Hythe Pier is to be given to the Hythe Pier 
Heritage Association which will set up a charity that can attract 
funding to maintain it.  The pier had been acquired by Blue Funnel 
from White Horse Ferries with the Southampton-Hythe ferry.  The 
OLIVER B will run from Buckler's Hard from 6 April to 3 November. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The CONDOR RAPIDE returned from Falmouth to Poole 
on 9 February and was back in service from St-Malo on the 15th. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
Plymouth Boat Trips   Harbour cruises continue on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays this month and are daily from 1 April.  
Trips to Calstock, most also calling at Cotehele, are on 32 dates 

from 2 April to 26 October.  Cruises to the River Yealm and round 
the Breakwater also run on various dates, and there is a new two-
hour cruise to the River Lynher on nine dates from 14 May to  
24 October. 
J & F Pill (Falmouth Pleasure Cruises)   The PRINCESSA is doing 
cruises to the River Fal this month, and starts cruises to the 
Helford River on 1 April. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   On peak Saturdays, from 27 July to 
17 August, the SCILLONIAN III will make a double trip with early 
morning and afternoon departures from Penzance.  The cargo ship 
MALI ROSE has been running regularly since 9 February, replacing 
the GRY MARITHA.  She was purchased in 2016 but has needed 
expensive modifications. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
White Funnel   Under a Voluntary Arrangement, creditors have 
accepted 23p for each £1 owed, with the funds provided by the MV 
Balmoral Fund. 
Matthew of Bristol   Avon Gorge cruises are offered on various 
dates from 13 April, as well as harbour cruises with a cream tea or 

fish and chips. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE 
offers a trip to Tewkesbury on Wednesdays from 1 May to  
25 September.  The monthly trip to Worcester is no longer 
advertised following problems mooring there last year. 
Lincoln Boat Trips   The BRAYFORD BELLE's season starts on  
18 April. 
Boston Belle River & Sea Trips   A 40-passenger electric launch, 
the PRINCE GEORGE, entered service last year.  One-way trips to 
Lincoln are scheduled for 18 July and 15 August, returning the next 
day.  The BOSTON BELLE's sea trips are on 17 dates from 13 April to 
22 October, and a further 12 trips are charters by the RSPB. 
 

MISCELLANY 
The former Mersey ferry EGREMONT has been advertised for sale 

at Sharpness.  She had gone there for a refit in 2016 after nearly 
40 years' static use at Salcombe, but work was halted by financial 
problems. 

 
 

 

____________________  www.trip-out.co.uk  ©  G P Hamer  6 March 2019 

http://www.trip-out.co.uk/


 

                 April 2019 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   Tickets are now on sale for trips from 
Liverpool and Llandudno on 19-23 June, but timetables for the 
remainder of the season are still awaited. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
Lowestoft Ferry   The service between Lowestoft and Oulton Broad by 
the 12-passenger TERRIER (see June 2017 newssheet) will not run 
this year. 
 

THAMES 
Sandwich River Bus   The SOUTHERN QUEEN will not be returning to 
passenger service after sinking last year.  She is to be sold or 
broken up.  Originally the HEART's CONTENT, she has run from 
Plymouth, Dartmouth, Saundersfoot, Tenby, Dover and, for her final 
two years, Sandwich. 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham, has bought the URIAH HEEP, the sister of 
the THAMES SWIFT.  She was last used on the Southampton-Hythe ferry 

in 2016 and, after a thorough refit, is due in service in July with 
a new name for use on the Tilbury ferry.  The start of the JACOB 
MARLEY's season has been delayed and her first trip is a cruise 
from Rochester to Red Sand Towers on 12 April. 
Island Cruises   The first trips of the season from Queenborough to 
Southend are scheduled for 5 and 6 May. 
Ocean Diva   The owners of the Dutch ship OCEAN DIVA plan to base 
her in London in 2020.  Converted from a partly-completed cargo 
vessel, it's 86.0 m long and is chartered for events for up to 1500 
passengers.  
Complete Pleasure Boats   After running the HENLEY for 17 years, Ed 
Langley has sold her to Ryan Sandall, trading as River Boat 
Charters.  The HENLEY will continue to run from Westminster to Kew, 
Richmond and Hampton Court. 
Thames River Boats   The season for sailings from Westminster to 
Kew, Richmond and Hampton Court starts on 13 April. 
Thames Leisure   The WILLIAM B has been sold and will be running 
with Woods' Silver Fleet. 
Turk Launches   Kingston to Hampton Court trips are from 30 March 
to 3 November, and Richmond sailings are from 6 April to  
29 September. 

London Waterbus Co, Little Venice, is now under new ownership and 
the summer timetable, daily from 1 April to 7 October, has two 
boats running between Little Venice and Camden while a third boat 
runs to the Zoo from Little Venice and Camden.    
Thames Rivercruise, Reading   New this year are occasional cruises 
from Goring to Moulsford, short cruises from Pangbourne and Sunday 
lunch cruises.  Trips up the Kennet to Reading Abbey are on ten 
dates from 29 May, leaving Caversham at 1100 and 1400, and the 
Abbey at 1245 and 1545. 
Salter's Steamers   The hull of the CLIVEDEN, laid up on land at 
Oxford, has been broken up. 
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SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The temporary Portsmouth-Ryde timetable continues till 
11 April while the WIGHT RYDER II completes her refit at 
Portchester. 

Red Funnel Ferries   The RED JET 3 has been sold to a new Croatian 
operator, Adriatic Fast Ferries, and was loaded aboard the Dutch 
cargo ship EGELANTIERSGRACHT which left Southampton on 25 March. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry resumed a 
normal timetable on 14 March, with crossings every 20 minutes. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
J & M Rackley, Starcross and Dawlish   The Starcross-Exmouth ferry 
is due to resume on 6 April. 
Torpoint Ferry   The TAMAR II was taken out of service on 1 April 
for her five-yearly refit at Falmouth, expected to take two months. 
Fal River   The Enterprise boats began running on 1 April with 
three trips a day from Falmouth to Malpas (for Truro); from  
29 April to 29 September, there are six return sailings every day. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
National Waterways Museum Gloucester   The KING ARTHUR, laid-up 
last year, is now for sale for £30 000. 
Worcester Boat Trips   THE EARL sank at her overnight mooring on  
30 October.  She was raised but it is not clear if she can return 

to passenger service. 
 

NORTH WEST 
J Lund, Uppermill, is to retire, but hopes to find a new owner to 
run the PENNINE MOONRAKER.  
Mersey Ferries   The ROYAL DAFFODIL, laid-up since December 2012, 
has been sold to Liverpool City Sights who run bus tours in the 
city.  She is to be moored in Canning Dock as a "leisure 
attraction".  The name "Royal Daffodil" will be retained for the 
planned new vessel. 
Windermere Lake Cruises   From 6 April, the new Windermere Jetty 
museum will be a calling point for launches running between 
Bowness, Brockhole and Ambleside. 
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Waverley Excursions announced on 3 May that the WAVERLEY has a 
serious boiler problem and all sailings in May, June and July have 
been cancelled.  She was towed to Greenock on 12 April and went 
into dry dock on the 15th.  She was towed back to Glasgow on  
28 April. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE sailed to Hull on 
28 April and, as last year, spent a week offering educational 
cruises on the Humber.  Her return to Bridlington was delayed by 
the weather. 
 

EAST ANGLIA  
Snape Maltings   River trips will be offered this summer in a  
12-passenger boat.  They last ran in 2016 when Waveney River Tours' 
ENCHANTRESS was based there. 
 

THAMES 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY's return to service has been 
delayed by a propeller problem and her season is not expected to 
start until mid-May. 
Woolwich Ferry   Crews belonging to the Unite union plan to strike 
on ten days between 17 May and 17 June over pay and safety issues. 
'Lady Daphne'   The sailing barge offers public cruises from St 
Katharine Pier on certain dates and on 3 August there will be  
1-hour cruises from Gravesend. 
Woods' Silver Fleet plan to rename the newly-acquired  WILLIAM B as 
the SILVER SOCKEYE after the sockeye salmon found in the Pacific. 
French Brothers   A boat will offer 40-minute trips from Staines on 
30 June for the Staines-upon-Thames Day event.  The PINK CHAMPAGNE 
and SOUTHERN COMFORT MISSISSIPPI have been bought from the Windsor 
& Maidenhead Boat Co, and the PINK CHAMPAGNE is now at Runnymede.   
Thames Steamers   The ALASKA will offer public trips from Bourne 
End on 25-27 May and 24-26 August, from Henley on 20-21 July, and 
from Bisham Abbey near Marlow on 2 June. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The temporary one-boat Portsmouth-Ryde timetable 

continued until 26 April when the WIGHT RYDER II returned to 
service.  The ST CECILIA, still at Hythe, has been repainted in the 
colours of her new owners, Delcomar, and renamed NANDO MURRAU. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The new freight ferry RED KESTREL was towed 
from the Mersey to Southampton, arriving on 18 April.  She is due 
in service this month. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Funfish Trips, Brixham   The BRIXHAM BELLE is again offering a 
daily trip from Brixham, Paignton and Torquay to Teignmouth with 
return by train; passengers from Teignmouth sail to Brixham then on 
to Paignton for the return train journey. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The MALI ROSE is to be sold and the 
GRY MARITHA will continue as the cargo ship. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG had a rope caught round a propeller 
at Lundy on 6 April after taking 79 passengers from Ilfracombe.  
She was towed back to Ilfracombe while passengers spent two nights 

on the island.  The ship was repaired and took people back to 
Bideford on the 8th. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE went 
to Gloucester for dry-docking as usual, but was unable to return 
until 2 May as Gloucester Lock was closed for repairs. 
Stourport Steamer Co   The RIVER KING has a new owner this year, 
Tom Moore.  As well as the usual short trips, there is a day trip 
to Worcester Racecourse for "Ladies Day" on 1 June.   
Bosworth Cruises, Birmingham, was established in the autumn of 2017 
to take over the BOSWORTH LADY from Away2dine.  She offers 1-hour 
cruises in Birmingham and charters. 
Newark Castle Line   This year the SONNING's public trips will call 
at Farndon, leaving Newark at 1100, 1300 and 1500, and leaving 
Farndon 50 minutes later. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Windermere Lake Cruises has ordered a new vessel from Damen.  The 
34-m 300-passenger SWIFT will be built at Damen's yard at Koźle in 

Poland and assembled at Lakeside.  An earlier SWIFT on Windermere 
was a steamer built in 1900 and in service until 1981. 

  (picture from Damen) 

 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE was dry-docked at 
Birkenhead between 24 and 30 April, while the MANANNAN served both 
Heysham and Liverpool, and the ARROW carried freight.  The BEN-MY-
CHREE will offer an evening round-the-island cruise on 22 June. 
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 It was a shock to learn that the WAVERLEY will be unable to 
sail this year and will be idle for the first season since 1974.  
The difficult task of raising the money for new boilers has begun 
and deserves support.  Preserving an old ship is not easy or cheap, 
yet there never seems to be a shortage of ships that "must be 
preserved".  Not all projects can succeed so it is surely better to 
concentrate resources on those that have a realistic chance of 
success.  The absence of the WAVERLEY will be felt most keenly in 
her home waters, the Firth of Clyde, where it looks as though there 
will be no cruises of any sort this year, only ferry services.  

The new edition of the guide to the passenger boat services of 
the British Isles, 'Trip Out 2019/20', is now with the printers and 
will be available soon. 

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions announced on 10 May that the ship needs 
replacement boilers so will not be able to sail this year.  The 
cost is estimated to be £2 million and an appeal has been started 

to raise money to ensure sailings can resume in 2020. 
 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE returned from Hull 
on 11 May and resumed her cruises from Bridlington the next day. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   On 1 and 2 June, the JACOB MARLEY 
offered a "park and sail" service from Chatham Marina and Sun Pier 
to Rochester for the Dickens Festival. She will do day trips from 
Queenborough to Southend on 18 and 26 July, and 9, 14 and 15 
August. 
City Cruises   The ELTHAM has been transferred to Poole after 
running in London since she was built in 1978. 
Hurlingham Cruises, London, are understood to be the owners of the 
JULIETTE GRECO which arrived in the Thames on 18 May in tow from 
France.  Built in 1982 to run in Paris, she was in London from 1996 
to 2003 as the HYDROSPACE BETA then returned to Paris to run for 
Bateaux Parisiens. 
King Cruises, Westminster   The ARCADIAN KING EDWARD has been 
offered for sale with her existing business for £520 000. 

 
SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   This summer there will be night sailings between 
Portsmouth and Ryde on Saturday and Sunday mornings, with round 
trips from Portsmouth at 0015, 0215 and 0415. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The freight ferry RED KESTREL began regular 
service on 24 May.  The former RED JET 3 entered service in Croatia 
as the ADRIATIC EXPRESS on 1 June, running from Split and Split 
airport to the islands of Brač and Hvar.  The service is marketed 
as Split Express. 
Solent & Wightline Cruises   There will be a Lymington-Cowes 
service from 10 to 17 August for the regatta, leaving Lymington at 
0800 and Cowes at 1800.  It is organised by Cowes Week who are 
taking advance bookings.  
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City Cruises Poole   The ELTHAM from City Cruises' London fleet 
arrived in Poole on 1 June towed by the tug CHRISTINE. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Condor Ferries   The CONDOR LIBERATION was withdrawn for engine 
repairs from 13 May and the COMMODORE CLIPPER ran from Poole until 
18 May.  The freight ferry ARROW replaced the "Clipper" from 
Portsmouth.  The "Liberation" resumed service on 19 May, but to a 
revised schedule until the 25th as she was running with reduced 
power. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Fal River   To mark the 80th birthday of the MAY QUEEN, she has 
been painted in "dazzle" colours.  She was built in 1939 to run 
from Rhyl but has been at Falmouth for over 50 years. 
St Ives Boat Services   The FOUR SISTERS has been offered for sale 
with delivery in the autumn, at the end of her third season at St 
Ives. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   Coastal cruises from Bideford to Ilfracombe were 
scheduled for 24 May and 7 June. 
 

WEST WALES 

Tenby Boat Trips   The ISLAND CRUISE has been advertised for sale 
for £225 000 and will be replaced by another catamaran from the 
same builders, Blyth Catamarans. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Worcester Boat Trips   THE EARL is still being repaired after 
sinking last autumn and trips are not expected to start until late 
June. 
Foxton Boat Services   Tony Matts who founded the business in 1966 
died in April at the age of 76.  The business, including boat 
trips, boat repair services and the canalside shop and 'Bridge 61' 
pub, will continue to be run by his family. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   3-hour cruises into Liverpool Bay are advertised 
for 4 August and there is similar bird-watching cruise on 12 
October. 
 

MISCELLANY 
 The Maritime & Coastguard Agency has published revised changes 

to safety regulations for older passenger vessels following 
consultations last winter.  A second consultation process is open 
until 10 July. 
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Waverley Excursions   The cost of putting new boilers in the 
WAVERLEY is reckoned to be £2.3 million.  The appeal was officially 
launched on 15 June. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
T Machin, Scarborough, plans to sell the REGAL LADY after this 
season and a prospective buyer wants to keep the vessel in 
Scarborough as a static "Dunkirk themed" attraction.    
 

THAMES 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY made her first cruise of the 
season on 8 June.  Trips to Southend are due on 6,7,20 and 21 July. 
Thames Clippers   Transport for London has shelved plans for a 
bridge between Rotherhithe and Canary Wharf.  Thames Clippers has 
proposed an improved ferry service with electric vessels taking 
passengers and cycles from a new pier at Rotherhithe (the present 
pier was built to serve the Doubletree Docklands hotel). 

Hidden Depths Canal Cruises, King's Cross, now advertise public 
trips aboard a 12-passenger boat at weekends between King's Cross 
and City Road Lock in Islington.  The trip goes through Islington 
Tunnel and takes an hour each way. 
French Brothers   Steamboat cruises will run from Windsor on 
Tuesdays until 3 September when a steam train runs from London to 
Windsor.  The NUNEHAM and STREATLEY will each offer five 1-hour 
cruises. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The NANDO MURRAU (ex ST CECILIA) finally left the 
Solent on 13 June and arrived in Carloforte in Sardinia on the 
22nd. 
Red Funnel Ferries   3-hour cruises on car ferries to view the 
Cowes Week fireworks on 16 August will be offered from both 
Southampton and East Cowes. 
Lulworth Pleasure Cruises   The SULA II, bought from Sula Boat 
Trips of North Berwick, began running short cruises from Lulworth 
Cove to Durdle Door in June. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Condor Ferries   Brittany Ferries has expressed an interest in 
buying a controlling interest in Condor which the present owners, 
Macquarie, wish to sell.  The aim would be to prevent another ferry 
company from operating from Portsmouth, Poole and St-Malo. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Dartmouth Steam Railway & River Boat Co   The boats carried 289 556 
passengers in 2018, 1% less than in 2017.  The company's net profit 
(from trains, boats and buses) was £237 000 on turnover of £5.7 
million. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   Another Bideford-Ilfracombe coastal cruise is 
scheduled for 8 July. 
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WEST WALES 
Tenby Boat Trips   The ISLAND CRUISE's replacement is the 15-m  
110-passenger ISLAND RANGER, built by Blyth Catamarans on Canvey 
Island in Essex.  She was on display at the Seawork exhibition in 

Southampton on 11-13 June then sailed to Milford Haven. 

 (Photo from Blyth Catamarans) 

 
MISCELLANY 
 The WESTERN LADY IV, last used as a passenger vessel between 
Torquay and Brixham in 2005, has been broken up after lying at Rye 
for several years. 
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Waverley Excursions   Two new boilers have been ordered from 
Cochran of Annan, near Dumfries.  A deposit has been paid but more 
money is needed to pay for the boilers, install them and complete 
other work on the ship. 

 
EAST ANGLIA  
K F Duffy, Great Yarmouth   The HAVEN CRUISER has been advertised 
for sale for £19 500, with delivery in the autumn. 
 

THAMES 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY has been out of service 
since mid-July with engine trouble. 
City Cruises   The MILLENNIUM OF PEACE suffered a technical fault 
at Westminster on 6 July and became wedged under Westminster 
Bridge.  There were no injuries. 
Woods' Silver Fleet   The WILLIAM B was refitted at Chatham and 

returned to London on 1 August as the SILVER SOCKEYE. 
French Brothers   For the 1-hour steamboat cruises on Tuesdays, 
only one steamer will run, offering five cruises instead of the ten 
originally advertised. 
Windsor & Maidenhead Boat Co   THE GEORGIAN has been advertised for 
sale with her business at Bray for £700 000. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT RYDER II lost a propeller and the Portsmouth-
Ryde route had a one-ship service from 22 July to 7 August. 
Cowes Week   The Lymington-Cowes service, originally advertised for 
a larger vessel, will be in a chartered RIB. 
City Cruises Poole   The ELTHAM began running on 4 August, two 
months after arriving from London.  She does 1-hour cruises to the 
Sandbanks Peninsula, leaving Poole at 1130, 1330 and 1530. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The ferry was withdrawn 
on 12 July with a broken shaft and was towed to Southampton on the 
17th for repairs.  The service will be suspended until October. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Day trips to Torquay and Brixham 

continue on Thursdays to 19 September, and Jurassic coast cruises 
run until 23 October.  There is an all-day geological cruise on  
6 September and National Trust cruises from Lyme Regis on the 9th.  
Bird-watching cruises are on 21 dates from 9 November to 8 March. 
J & M Rackley, Starcross and Dawlish  The first trips of the season 
from Dawlish were on 17 July in the PRINCESS MARINA.   
Fal River   The KINGSLEY II has been converted to hybrid diesel-
electric power for a service between St Mawes and Trelissick, due 
to run four times a day until 29 September.  The KINGSLEY II has 
often been replaced by the DUCHESS OF CORNWALL or QUEEN OF 
FALMOUTH. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG has an afternoon cruise from 
Ilfracombe towards Porlock on 11 August for the charity Children's 
Hospice South West. 

 
WEST WALES 
Thousand Islands Expeditions, St David's   The GOWER RANGER started 
taking water on the evening of 9 July after hitting a submerged 
tree branch.  The 21 passengers were taken off by other boats and 
lifeboats helped to pump out the vessel and tow her to the shore. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Lincoln Boat Trips   The BRAYFORD BELLE has been offered for sale 
with her existing business for £235 000.  The business has been run 
by Monna Owen since the death of her husband Paul in November 2013. 
 

NORTH WEST 
National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port   The CENTAUR's passenger 
certificate has not been renewed and she is for sale.  Boat trips 
from the museum are currently suspended. 
'Judith Mary II', Whaley Bridge   The restaurant boat is based in 
the centre of the village which was evacuated from 1 August because 
of damage to the dam of the Toddbrook reservoir.  Residents were 
able to return home on the 7th and the canal has reopened. 

Saddleworth Canal Cruises, Uppermill   The owner is still seeking a 
buyer for the business so the PENNINE MOONRAKER is not running this 
year. 
Windermere Lake Cruises   The first two sections of the hull of the 
new SWIFT arrived by road at Lakeside in July and have been welded 
together.  A third section is due this month. 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   As part of celebrations for the company's 
160th anniversary and the RAVEN's 130th, all five boats sailed in 
formation on 16 July with invited guests. 
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            September 2019 
 

 
Boat trips were once a summer pleasure.  Even between 

Westminster and Greenwich, a winter service was not introduced until 
1974.  Now there are boat trips in winter from many places, 
including Plymouth, Poole, Windsor, York, and on Windermere, 
Ullswater, Loch Lomond and Loch Ness, while Christmas parties and 
"Santa" cruises keep boats busy in December.  Boat owners can't rest 
as marketing becomes more complex, with websites and booking systems 
to be updated and exhibitions to attend.  Last but not least, boats 
need to be refitted to meet increasingly strict regulations.  What 
was once a seasonal activity is becoming a year-round business. 

 
Geoffrey Hamer 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The sum raised by the boiler appeal reached 
£500 000 by 8 August.  New generators have been ordered so that 
they can be installed at the same time as the new boilers. 

 

NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
A & T Douglas, Seahouses   With a new vessel on order from Blyth 
Catamarans, the SERENITY III has been advertised for sale with 
delivery in November. 
City Cruises York   Sightseeing cruises are daily until 29 November 
and from 27 December, with various seasonal cruises in the weeks 
before Christmas. 
 

THAMES 
Jetstream Tours, Chatham   Rochester Pier has been closed because 
of storm damage, so the JACOB MARLEY's trips are from Sun Pier at 
Chatham until further notice.  The last Chatham-Southend day trip 
this year is on 27 October. 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY's engine problem was fixed 
in August but she has not yet made any passenger sailings. 
City Cruises   The CITY GAMMA's rebuilding at Great Yarmouth was 
completed in August and, after further work at Gravesend, she 
arrived back in London on 4 September.  She had been away since 
June 2018. 
Colliers Launches   The PRINCESS FREDA went to Reading as usual for 
the Reading Festival to run ferry services there from 22 to 27 

August. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
City Cruises Poole   Harbour cruises run on most days next winter. 
Greenslade Pleasure Boats, Poole   Birds of Poole Harbour continues 
to offer bird watching cruises on Greenslade's boats, with the last 
ones this year on 15 and 29 December. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Isle of Sark Shipping Co   The BON MARIN DE SERK is to be sold and 
made her last sailings on 21 August when her certificate expired.  
She will be replaced and the other vessels will maintain the 
service for the remainder of this season. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND 
 Drake's Island in Plymouth Sound has been bought by local 
businessman Morgan Phillips who plans to open it to the public 
again.  It has been closed for around 30 years while various 

development schemes have been proposed. 
S & M Garrett, Topsham   The RSPB is again chartering the SEA DREAM 
II for bird watching cruises.  There are 22 trips between  
9 November and 9 February. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   The SCILLONIAN III had engine 
trouble on 28 August and had to turn back to Penzance.  After 
repairs, she resumed service on 1 September and did two trips the 
next day to clear the backlog of passengers. 
Tresco Boat Services   The VOYAGER OF ST MARTIN'S has been 
advertised for sale for £120 000. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG's charity cruise on 11 August was 
cancelled because of the weather and has been rescheduled for  
15 September. 
 

NORTH WEST 
T Ellis, Llandudno  The SEA-JAY runs with the SEABORNE, previously 
the IOLAIRE at Iona, Tenby and Plymouth, and last reported at Tenby 
in 2016. 

Coniston Launch   Trips are daily until 6 November, then mostly at 
weekends in the winter, and daily from 8 February. 
Windermere Lake Cruises   Winter timetables, from 1 November to  
3 April, have daily trips between Bowness, Brockhole and Ambleside; 
sailings between Bowness and Lakeside are daily except between  
6 January and 7 February when they are at weekends only. 
Ullswater 'Steamers'   A one-boat service, with three round trips 
daily, runs from 27 October. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN's season finishes on  
3 November and the winter sailings follow the usual pattern, with 
the BEN-MY-CHREE running to Birkenhead at weekends from 9 November.  
There are sailings to Belfast on 21 and 28 December. 
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               October 2019 
 

 
The summer of 2019 can best be described as unsettled.  Easter 

was warm and sunny as was the August Bank Holiday, but short spells 
of fine weather were accompanied by days of heavy rain and strong 
winds.  Aside from changeable weather, uncertainty over proposed new 
MCA regulations and Brexit have also cast a shadow over boat 
operators in some areas. 

 
Geoffrey Hamer 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The Scottish Government announced on  
21 September that it would provide £1 million for the WAVERLEY's 
boiler appeal, bringing the total to £1.9 million. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
B A Snedden, Whitby   This will be the last season for the MARY 
ANNE HEPWORTH which is to be sold. 
T Machin, Scarborough   The REGAL LADY's generator broke down on 

the August Bank Holiday and she was withdrawn from service.  She 
was built in 1930 at Great Yarmouth as the double-ended steamer 
OULTON BELLE, then rebuilt in 1947 as a single-ended vessel.  She 
went to Scarborough as the REGAL LADY in 1954 and was converted to 
a motor vessel before the 1955 season.  She ran from Norwich 
between 1971 and 1984, and returned to Scarborough in 1987 after 
being bought by Tom Machin.   Her new owners will keep her moored 
in Scarborough as the Regal Lady Dunkirk Experience and she is 
being refitted ready to open next Easter. 
P Richardson, Bridlington   The YORKSHIRE BELLE's last trip of the 
season was on 29 September. 
 

THAMES 
Island Cruises   The SPIRIT OF SHEPPEY has made several cruises but 
seems to be limited to 12 passengers.   Some Christmas cruises on 
the Medway from Queenborough are scheduled for December. 
Ocean Diva   The Dutch company plans to have a purpose-built ship 
based in London from the end of 2020.  Its propulsion will be 
electric but there are no other details. 
Woods' Silver Fleet   In a promotion for Gordon's gin, the SILVER 
SOCKEYE was decorated in green as "Gordon's Line" to carry 

passengers between Canary Wharf and Vauxhall on 3-4 October. 
Thames River Boats   Sailings from Westminster to Kew, Richmond and 
Hampton Court are due to continue to 27 October. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The experimental weekend overnight sailings between 
Portsmouth and Ryde did not attract enough passengers so have 
ceased.  Next summer, a third ferry will be used between Lymington 
and Yarmouth at weekends to provide more sailings.  
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next year's Exeter Ship Canal 
cruises will be on 1 and 15 May, 15 and 30 June, 14 and 28 July, 
and 11 and 25 September. 
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Plymouth Boat Trips   Harbour cruises are daily until 3 November 
then run on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co   Bookings are open for the 2020 
season of the SCILLONIAN III which runs from 16 March to  

8 November. 
St Mary's Boatmen's Association    Since 1 April, the Association's 
boats have provided the daily service to St Martin's previously run 
by Tresco Boat Services with the VOYAGER OF ST MARTIN'S. 
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn   The CONWAY CASTLE has 
been advertised for sale by brokers.  She continues to run from 
Upton and is available for Christmas parties from 1 November to  
19 December. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Anderton Boat Lift   The lift will be closed for repairs between  
2 December and 13 March.  The visitor centre will remain open and 
"Santa" cruises in the EDWIN CLARK will be on the River Weaver. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The BEN-MY-CHREE will be unable to 
use Birkenhead this winter because of work at the terminal, so her 
weekend sailings will be from Heysham with a bus connection for 

foot passengers between Liverpool and Heysham. 

 

MISCELLANY 
 The BALMORAL was dry docked in Bristol between 19 September and 
3 October for survey. 
 
 

 

__________________  www.trip-out.co.uk  ©  G P Hamer  4 October 2019 

http://www.trip-out.co.uk/


 

 

            November 2019 
 

 This month, as usual, brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's 
ten largest excursion operators, arranged by gross tonnage and 
passenger capacity.  Figures in brackets are last year's positions.   

 

                   GROSS TONNAGE _______       PASSENGER CAPACITY 

1(1) City Cruises 2846    1(1)  City Cruises     6524 
2(3) Woods' Silver Fleet 1605    2(2)  Windermere Lake Cr   2798 
3(2) Thames Luxury Ch 1521  3(3)  Dartmouth SR&RB Co   2081 
4(4)   Bateaux London       1039    4(4)  Blue Funnel/ Solent  1769 
5(5) Windermere Lake Cr  997    5(5)  French Brothers      1301  
6(6)   Blue Funnel/ Solent  778  6(7)  Salter's Steamers    1263 
7(7) Waverley Excursions  693    7(8)  Crown River Cruises  1257 
8(8)   Westminster Party B.  685  8(9)  Thames Cruises       1036 
9(9)   Dartmouth SR&RB Co    630  9(-)  Woods' Silver Fleet  1035 
10(10) Capital Pleasure B.   622   10(6)  Thames Luxury Ch      960 
           

Geoffrey Hamer 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

THAMES 
City Cruises has been sold to Hornblower, a US company founded in 
California in 1980, and now running cruises in several US cities.  
City Cruises was founded by Gary and Rita Beckwith who started 
running passenger boats in London in 1985, and now has 23 passenger 
boats in London, York and Poole.   
Thames Clippers   On 18 October boats started calling at the new 
Royal Wharf Pier between Woolwich and North Greenwich. 
Thames River Boats   Boats are due to run to Kew for the Christmas 
at Kew event on Saturdays and Sundays from 23 November to  
22 December, leaving Westminster at 1530. 
London Waterbus Co, Little Venice   Boats will run daily this 
winter from Little Venice, London Zoo and Camden. 
Salter's Steamers   Next year Oxford-Abingdon runs from 23 May to  
6 September, Reading-Henley from 23 June to 30 August, and Marlow-
Henley and Marlow-Windsor from 7 July to 4 September, but 
Wallingford-Abingdon and Wallingford-Reading are "only available 
for pre booked parties of 30 or more passengers" like Windsor-
Maidenhead and Windsor-Staines. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The WIGHT LIGHT was at Falmouth from 3 to 21 October 
for refit.  On the Lymington-Yarmouth route from 30 March to  
6 September 2020 on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays, three 
ferries will offer sailings every 40 minutes, with an hourly 
service on other days.  
Red Funnel Ferries   The winter timetable, with two passenger 
ferries running to East Cowes, runs from 15 October to 26 March. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL's programme for 2020 has 
been published and shows sailings on 23 dates from 16 May to  
13 September.  She goes to Poole, between 17 and 24 August.  
City Cruises Poole   The ELTHAM was refitted at Gosport and 
returned to Poole on 6 November as the HARBOUR SCENE.  Next year 
she will be used for lunch and afternoon tea cruises. 
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co   The service resumed on 
31 October after a break of nearly 15 weeks. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The COMMODORE CLIPPER was at Falmouth for refit 
from 2 to 25 October. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Greenway Ferry is running at weekends from Dartmouth to Greenway 
this winter. 
Rivermaid, Kingsbridge   The Rivermaid Ferry Co has been renamed 
Kingsbridge Salcombe Ferry Co.  The RIVERMAID has been sold after 
running between Kingsbridge and Salcombe for 22 years and her 
season ended early, on 27 September.  Her replacement is the ST 
MAWES CASTLE from George Pill in Falmouth.  The new owners hope to 
run her in December, then she will be refitted and renamed LADY 
MARY. 
Plymouth Boat Trips has bought the RIVERMAID which has been renamed 
PLYMOUTH PRINCESS. 
'Island Cruise', Looe   The ISLAND CRUISE has been bought from 
Tenby Boat Trips and arrived in Looe from West Wales on 23 October.  
She will offer coastal cruises from Looe next season. 
St Agnes Boating now run the winter shopping trips from St Martin's 
to St Mary's, previously run by Tresco Boat Services. 
B T Chapman, Padstow   The JUBILEE QUEEN has a river cruise on  
6 December for Padstow Christmas Festival.  
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Avon River Cruises, Bristol, were the buyers of the SPIRIT OF 
FREEDOM from Evesham (on page 97 of 'Trip Out 2019/20').  She has 
run this summer with the SILVER SALMON offering charter trips.  
 

MIDLAND WATERWAYS 
Boston Belle River & Sea Trips   A trip to Lincoln for the 
Christmas market is advertised for 7 December. 
 

NORTH WEST 
Mersey Ferries   Next year Manchester Ship Canal cruises will be on 
36 dates between 23 April and 6 October.  Three-hour cruises into 
Liverpool Bay are due on 14 dates between 13 June and 15 August. 
Daniel Adamson Preservation Society   Tickets can now be booked for 
the 2020 programme of cruises on the River Weaver from Sutton 
Weaver, Acton Bridge and Anderton between 8 May and 8 November. 
 

MISCELLANY 
The MCA has published its final proposals for safety 

regulations for older passenger vessels.  The most controversial 

changes affect vessels on tidal category C waters such as the Thames 
in London.  The new rules should come into force by the end of 
January and boat owners will have two years to comply. 
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             December 2019 
 

 
 2019 will be remembered by many for the absence of the 
WAVERLEY.  It was also the final season of the veteran REGAL LADY at 
Scarborough.  Amongst few positive notes, there was a new boat at 
Tenby and a revival of trips from Lulworth Cove.  Next year, we can 
look forward to the WAVERLEY's return and the new SWIFT on 
Windermere.   

Best wishes to all readers for a happy Christmas and a peaceful 
and prosperous New Year. 

 
Geoffrey Hamer 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Waverley Excursions   The sum raised by the boiler appeal reached 
£2.2 million in mid-November.  The WAVERLEY will go to Greenock in 
January to begin the boiler replacement work. 

 
NORTH EAST and YORKSHIRE 
A & T Douglas, Seahouses   The SERENITY III has been sold and was 

delivered in November, sailing to the Tyne then by road to 
Whitehaven and by sea to Glenarm in Northern Ireland. 
River Escapes, Newcastle   Cruises to the river mouth begin on  
12 April and run until 11 October up to three times a week. 
Nexus   The ferry service has been suspended since 8 November 
because of storm damage to the North Shields landing.  It is 
expected to resume before Christmas after repairs are completed.  
Replacement buses run via the Tyne tunnel. 
B A Snedden, Whitby   The MARY ANNE HEPWORTH has been offered for 
sale for £12 000. 
 

THAMES 
Thames River Services is to be renamed Thames River Sightseeing, 
incorporating the Westminster-Greenwich service and Barrier cruises 
as well as the circular cruise of Crown River Cruises and 
Westminster Party Boats.   
Bateaux London   The HARMONY has been towed to Lowestoft for refit.  
She is now marketed as the "River Room". 
Thames River Boats   Planned Christmas trips to Kew had to be 
cancelled because of a low number of bookings. 
 

SOUTH COAST 
Wightlink   The ST FAITH has gone to Dunkerque for refit, arriving 
on 13 November. 
Red Funnel Ferries   The RED EAGLE was at Falmouth for refit and 
repairs from 18 November to 4 December. 
The Solent Steam Packet   The SHIELDHALL will be making an 
additional trip to Poole, between 11 and 15 June for the Poole 
Harbour Boat Show.  Tickets are available for the positioning 
sailings between Southampton and Poole.  
City Cruises Poole   Trips to Swanage will run daily from 1 April 
to 31 October.  The HARBOUR SCENE will offer daily cruises from  
4 April to 31 October, at 1145 with a ploughman's lunch and at 1330 
and 1515 with afternoon tea. 
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National Trust   Brownsea Island will be open to the public in 2020 
at weekends from 1 February (also daily from 15 to 23 February), 
then daily from 14 March to 15 November. 
 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Condor Ferries   The company has been sold by the Australian bank 
Macquarie to a partnership of Columbia Threadneedle Investments and 
Brittany Ferries.  Macquarie had owned Condor since 2008.  The 
CONDOR LIBERATION was at Falmouth for refit from 6 November to  
1 December. 
 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth   Next year's geological day cruises 
are on 12 May and 7 September.  Trips to Torquay and Brixham are on 
Thursdays from 21 May and the first trip to Sidmouth is on 14 June. 
Fal River plans to reduce services and the KINGSLEY II and MAY 
QUEEN have been advertised for sale.  Next summer's service to St 
Mawes follows the usual pattern and will again use John Pill's 
TAMAR BELLE as well as the DUCHESS OF CORNWALL and QUEEN OF 
FALMOUTH. 
 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 
Lundy Company   The OLDENBURG went to Sharpness on 13 November for 
her refit.  Her passenger sailings in 2020 will be from 31 March to 

23 October. 
 

IRISH SEA 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co   The MANANNAN will remain on standby 
in Douglas this winter.  She will run from 27 March to 1 November 
2020. 
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