WY QUL —

As we enter the 1990s, it is perhaps time to wonder what the next
ten years will bring. Two most significant changes in view are
the removal of trade barriers within the European Community
in 1992, and the opening of the Channel Tunnel in, perhaps,
1993. The 1last few vyears have already seen vessels from the
continent coming to run here - the OLDENBURG, THAMES SOVEREIGN,
PRINCESS POCAHONTAS and others. More can be expected. The Tunnel
will bring more visitors to South East England and will take trade
from some of the cross-channel ferries. Perhaps as the ferries
adapt to a secondary role and border controls are simplified, there
could again be a place for a cross-channel excursion ship, say from
the Isle of Wight or Thames Estuary to France.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions In 1989, the WAVERLEY carried 192 332
passengers, her best total since 1985, and the BALMORAL 109 504.
Vouchers are again available for next season, giving £5 of travel
for £4. They can be ordered until 31 March from Mr P J Murrell in
Bristol. Minimum order is five vouchers, cheques should be
payable to Waverley Excursions Ltd, and a stamped addressed
envelope should be sent.

THAMES

Invicta Line Cruises has bought the waterbus CLAIREST from Pennant
Cruises of Potter Heigham, Norfolk. Built in 1973 for service in
London, she is 39 ft long and carries 52 passengers. She was
transported by road to the Medway in December, and was due to begin
a regular service from Chatham's Sun Pier to Laser Quay on the
opposite bank on 18 December. Services run from 0730 to 1830
from Mondays to Fridays. The return fare is £1 and season tickets
are also available.

Thames Line The service is now operated under the name Riverbus
Partnership. From 15 January, timetables are changed to give a
regular service between Charing Cross and Greenwich, wvia Festival
Pier, Swan Lane, London Bridge City and West India Dock; calls at
Greenland Pier cease; there will be some separate services from
Swan Lane and Charing Cross to Chelsea Harbour. There will be no
weekend services.

Salter Bros Services run from 13 May to 9 September between
Oxford and Abingdon, Reading and Henley, and Marlow, Windsor and
Staines. The Marlow-Henley run is offered from 15 July to

2 September. Short trips from Oxford to Iffley are offered from

1 May to 9 September. Timings are identical to last year's.

SOUTH COAST

Sealink UK's 1990 brochure shows summer services virtually
unchanged from last year's despite the expected delivery of a
fourth ferry for the Fishbourne service. Full summer schedules on
the car ferry routes operate from 14 May to 30 September, and the
catamarans' summer schedule, with calls at Clarence Pier (daily
except Sats), 1s from 14 May to 16 September.

Croson The POOLE BELLE ran "Santa cruises" from Poole Quay
around the Harbour on most weekends in December.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries Repairs to the ROZEL were finally
completed in December and she left Falmouth for Poole on the 30th.
The company carried nearly 400 000 passengers last year, the
first based at Poole. This year, the two ships run daily from
11 April to 27 October, with five sailings weekly for the rest of
the year. Single fares for foot passengers start at £29, though
overnight excursions to Guernsey cost £15.
Sealink UK The Guernsey service runs once weekly from 26 May
to 2 September, leaving Portsmouth on Saturdays at 2315 via
Cherbourg, and leaving St Peter Port at 1045 on Sundays. Fares
(from £19 each way for a foot passenger) are much cheaper than
BCIF's.
Condor The Weymouth service resumes on 2 April using a
hydrofoil; the "wave-piercing" catamaran CONDOR 9 is due in June.
Emeraude Lines In the first eleven months of 1989, the SOLIDOR
and SOLIDOR 2 carried 127 204 passengers, an increase of 39.7%
over the same period of 1988.

WEST OF ENGLAND

Torbay Seaways The DEVONIUN's summer schedule runs from 13 April
to 6 October, with day trips to Alderney on Tuesdays 8 and 22 May,
5 and 19 June, 3, 17 and 31 July, 14 and 28 August, and 11 and 25
September, and to Guernsey on Thursdays from 5 July to

13 September. Overnight sailings are to Jersey on alternate
Tueesdays and every Friday (returning overnight), and to Guernsey
on Wednesdays until 27 June and from 19 September (returning the
following afternoon). There are some variations in April.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Severn Steamboat Co, Stourport The MISS JASON, returned to

service only last summer, has been advertised for sale for
£90 000.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN was chartered by
B&I Line from 21 to 23 December for relief sailings between
Holyhead and Dublin. Sealink's CHANNEL ENTENTE (ex SAINT-ELOI) was
due to make berthing trials at Douglas on 9 January and is expected
to replace the TYNWALD on the Heysham service.

OBITUARY

Mr Ron Adams, an expert on the steamers of the south coast,
died on 29 December. He wrote 'Red Funnel and Before', an
excellent account of the Southampton Co, published in 1986.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 5 January 1990
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The convoluted saga of Stena's takeover bid for Sealink now
seems to be nearing settlement with the Swedish company likely to
get the cross-channel ferries, while Mr James B Sherwood of Sea
Containers gets the cash, around four times what he paid for

Sealink in 1984. The financial manoeuvres - described as
"Byzantine" even by one city commentator - seem to have had no
relation to the business of running ships. There, Mr Sherwood's

record 1is not impressive: no new cross-channel ferries were ordered
while early talk of new routes to Spain and Scandinavia was quickly
forgotten. The Isle of Wight services, announced as having been
sold, are to be retained after all, though one suspects the
prospective buyers (whoever they were) had no intention of actually
running the ships. Can anyone believe that Mr Sherwood is really
interested in running services to the Isle of Wight, or are the
routes still available to anyone who offers enough cash ?

Geoffrey Hamer

Sealink UK On 15 January, Sea Containers announced an
agreement with Stena whb will buy Sealink UK's cross channel ships
and services, and the ports of Harwich Parkeston Quay, Fishguard,
Holyhead and Stranraer, for the sum of about £280 million. Sea
Containers would retain the Isle of Wight services whose sale was
announced in November; no contract had been signed for this deal.
Hoverspeed and Sealink's stake in the Isle of Man Steam Packet Co
are also excluded from the sale to Stena.

EAST ANGLIA
Orwell & Harwich Navigation Co The BRIGHTLINGSEA was damaged in
the storm on 25 January and is to be repaired at Ipswich.

THAMES

Invicta Line Cruises The CLAIREST runs nine round trips daily
(Mondays to Fridays) between Chatham's Sun Pier, Laser Quay and
Strood Pier, with six calls at Rochester Esplanade; in summer,
three sailings run to Chatham Historic Dockyard and evening
cruises are to be offered in July and August. The CLYDE runs her
usual Southend service on Sundays in May, on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays from June to September, and also on Wednesdays in July
and August, Fridays in August, and Bank Holiday Mondays. The
CORAL STAR III, bought last year for the Medway ferry service but
never used, has been offered for sale.

Sealink UK The future of the Tilbury ferry could be affected by
the proposed closure of Tilbury Riverside station, currently

open from Mondays to Saturdays. Objections should be sent to the
TUCC for Eastern England by 17 March.

Fastwing Travel The THAMES SOVEREIGN has been advertised for
sale. Bought in Holland in the autumn of 1987 by a group of
owners, she has been used mainly for charters, but did public trips
in 1988 from Festival Pier to Greenwich and in 1989 from Tower Pier
to the Barrier.

Voyager Clubs The ELIZABETHAN had her annual refit in January at
Strood.
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French Brothers Public services between Runnymede and Windsor
run on Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 6 May to 30
September, while the Hampton Court run is offered on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4 June to 6 September. Short trips
from Windsor are daily from Easter to 31 October and at weekends
in winter, and from Runnymede daily from Easter to 30 September.
Public sailings by the steamer NUNEHAM will be advertised
separately.

SOUTH COAST

Edwards & Co, Hayling Island The new PRIDE OF HAYLING was
launched by Pepe Boats on Hayling Island on 12 December. Built of
aluminium, she is 39 ft long and will carry 80 passengers with
bicycles at up to 15 knots.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Torbay Seaways The DEVONIUN was at Falmouth for refit from
3 to 10 January along with the Poole-based cargo ferry L TAURUS. In
addition to the sailings listed in the last issue, the DEVONIUN
makes 4-night cruises to the three islands on 23 April and

8 October (fares from £99). Day excursion fares are £14 to
Alderney and £19.95 to Guernsey, while overnight excursions cost
from £20. Evening 'Showboat' cruises from Torquay, costing £6, are

on Wednesdays from 4 July to 12 September.

Dart Pleasure Craft have bought the converted Dutch barge RES
NOVA, moored in the River Dart as a restaurant and hotel. It is
not known whether they will continue to use her in this role. The
firm is also reported to be having a new passenger vessel built.
Grand Western Horse Boat Co, Tiverton Public trips are
offered from 13 to 20 April, on 2, 5-7, 9, 13, 16, 20 and 23 May,
then daily from 26 May to 30 September, and on 3 and 7 October.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 2 February 1990
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THAMES

A boat named DAISY is running 40-min trips at weekends on the
Medway from Rochester Esplanade Pier.
Tidal Cruises Lawyers trying to get interim compensation for
people lost in the MARCHIONESS disaster had the HURLINGHAM placed
under arrest on 1 March, along with the BOWTRADER (from the same
owners as the BOWBELLE) .
Westminster Party Boats The LADY PHYMAR has been renamed
MERCEDES less than two years after she arrived from Rotterdam. The
"Phymar" name was derived from the names of the then owners' wives,
Phyllis and Margaret.

SOUTH COAST

Sealink UK The ST CECILIA arrived at Tibury on 19 February for
her annual refit. The "Sealink" and "British Ferries" names are
being sold to Stena, so the IoW ferries will need a new trading
name.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Sealink UK Stena did not want to take over the Portsmouth-
Cherbourg-Guernsey and Weymouth-Cherbourg routes, and so these
have ceased. Sealink, and its railway predecessors, were for many
years the sole Channel Island operator; for the last three
summers, the EARL GRANVILLE has run once or twice weekly from
Portsmouth via Cherbourg to Guernsey. The EARL GRANVILLE (out of
service since hitting rocks at Cherbourg on 19 August) and EARL
GODWIN are both believed to have been sold. Sea Containers,
through their Hoverspeed subsidiary, will be opening a fast
catamaran car ferry service from Portsmouth to Cherbourg in June.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries Since 15 January, the OVERCHURCH has been
running alone, leaving Liverpool at 15 and 45 minutes past each hour
for Seacombe, Woodside and Liverpool (except in the morning peak
when she goes to Woodside, then Seacombe and direct to Liverpool);
Sunday sailings are at 45-minute intervals. The MOUNTWOOD and
WOODCHURCH are to be given major refits before returning to
service in May. They are currently laid-up at Birkenhead with the
ROYAL IRIS.
National Trust The GONDOLA's 1990 season extends from 1 April
to 4 November.

TIRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co After trials, the CHANNEL
ENTENTE was dry docked at Birkenhead from 18 January. After
purchase by the Steam Packet Co, her funnel was repainted in their
colours and she was registered in Nassau, Bahamas. She left for
Douglas on 17 February and entered service to Heysham on the 19th.
She is expected to be renamed after a fuller refit in the autumn.
The TYNWALD sailed to lay-up in the River Fal, arriving at Falmouth
on 22 February. The LADY OF MANN has been on charter to Sealink
to run between Holvhead and Dun Laoghaire in place of the ST COLUMBA
which was damaged by fire on 31 January.
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MISCELLANY
The former Sealink Isle of Wight ferry BRADING has been
advertised for sale; offers of at least £60 000 are expected by
15 March. She was sold by Sealink, after her withdrawal in 1986,
to Manxman Leisure Holdings Ltd, but has remained at moorings in
Portsmouth Harbour. Her engines have apparently been dismantled.
The National Trust's 1989 visiting figures for islands in its
care were: St Michael's Mount 185 000 (176 000 in 1988); Brownsea
136 000 (112 000); Farne and Lundy, under 50 000.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 6 March 1990
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Safety rules applied on the Thames after the MARCHIONESS
disaster are to be enforced throughout the UK from 12 April. A
count of passenger numbers must be left ashore and a safety
announcement must be made to passengers.

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY starts her season at Easter

on the Clyde, then goes to the Western Isles before visiting the
south coast from 12 May. Sailings from Brighton Marina on

18-21 May are charters for the Brighton Festival. She continues
to Kent and Essex, with a charter to Dunkerque (limited to 150
passengers) on 27 May. From 30 May to 17 June, she is on the
Bristol Channel. The BALMORAL runs on the Bristol Channel at
Easter, then from Falmouth (28 April), Worthing (29 April), north
east England (3-10 May), then to the east coast of Scotland.

NORTH EAST
Apollo Canal Carriers The cargo vessel HEBBLE has been converted
to a restaurant boat.

THAMES
Summer schedules between Westminster, Tower and Greenwich

resumed on 2 April. Note that all London 01 telephone numbers are
changing to 071 or 081; a full list of boat operators' new numbers
will be given in the supplement to 'Trip Out 1989/90'.

Tidal Cruises The HURLINGHAM was released from arrest on 7 March
after the owners' insurers had given guarantees to claimants from
the MARCHIONESS disaster. A copy of the official report into the
sinking was leaked in March and apparently blames inadequate look-
outs and design faults in both vessels. Mr Metcalf's QUEEN
ELIZABETH resumed the Westminster-Barrier service in February; the
summer service of five trips daily, shared with Tidal Cruises,
runs from 9 April to 28 October.

Turk Launches The firm has outline planning permission for a
new pier at its Kingston premises to incorporate offices, a
restaurant and a museum of the Thames. Total cost of the work, due

to start in September, is £5.5 million.

SOUTH COAST

Sealink UK The new Fishbourne ferry was launched at Selby on
28 February and named ST FAITH (after a French martyr from the third
century); delivery is due in July. The ST CECILIA left Tilbury on
8 March after her refit. The ST HELEN was also refitted at
Tilbury, earlier this year.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Weymouth Maritime Services has gone into liquidation with debts of
over £900 000 and assets of £3150.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III was at Falmouth
for her annual refit from 8 to 12 March.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG offers Ilfracombe sailings on
Good Friday 13 April then in summer from 7 May to 19 September, with
up to five trips a week. Bideford is served approximately twice
weekly in winter, but less often in summer when Ilfracombe is used
when tides at Bideford are unsuitable. There are three trips from
Barnstaple, on 9 and 23 August, and 9 September. The day return
fare is £14.50.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries The ROYAL IRIS is to be withdrawn from service
after this season, though the owners hope she can be retained as a
static restaurant in the Mersey dock systems.
Bithells Boats, Chester The 35-ft MARK TWAIN has been rebuilt
as a 60ft two-deck vessel carrying 125 passengers. She was taken
by road from the Birkenhead yard of AMP Marine to Chester on
11 March. She has mock stern paddle wheels.
F Boothby, Burscough, has sold his business to Bill and Mary
Morris, though address and telephone are unchanged. The PARBOLD
was sold for private use last year.
Lathome Marine, Burscough, are no longer running cruises and the
CLAYMORE is believed to have been dismantled.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The Co's 1989 results show
turnover of £21.1 million (up nearly 16%) and a pre-tax profit of
£3.53 million (up 11%).

MISCELLANY
The former IoW ferry CUTHRED, laid-up on the Tyne for over a
year, has been resold and was towed in February via Newhaven and
Brest to Setubal in Portugal where she arrived on 8 March. She
will presumably run across the estuary there, joining her former
consort CAMBER QUEEN which went there in 1984.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 1 April 1990
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In 1976, Torbay Seaways began running the 55-ft TORBAY
CLIPPER from Torquay to Brixham. The Dbusiness prospered and
expanded to serve the Channel Islands. Now, its independent life
is over. The owner, Mr Graham Thompson, provided a new route to
the Channel Islands as well as an excursion service from Torquay,
but, perhaps most importantly, it was an inspiration to see someone
buy a sea-going ship and run it successfully. As for the future of
the DEVONIUN, she could still have a role, offering Torquay
sailings in summer, carrying passengers and cargo to Alderney, and
perhaps linking Guernsey and France (a service now abandoned by
Sealink). The choice of services to the islands 1is already much
reduced this year with the closure of both Sealink's service and
Weymouth Maritime Services; any further reduction would be a sad
epitaph for Torbay Seaways' achievements.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions A full timetable for both ships will
apparently be available in mid-May.

NORTH EAST
Sunderland Arts Development Agency runs THE LITTLE WASTER (named
after the local comedian Bobby Thompson) on the River Wear from
Sunderland as far upriver as Fatfield in Washington. The vessel
is from the once-large Broads Tours fleet.

THAMES
Upriver sailings from Westminster to Kew resumed on 9 April;

boats cannot work through to Hampton Court as Richmond Lock is
closed for repairs and is not expected to reopen before July.
Kingswear Castle Excursions The steamer begins regular Sunday
afternoon cruises on 13 May. On 26 May, she goes upriver to
Aylesford, landing at Snodland.

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
will offer trips to Southend every weekend, starting on 6 May, and
will leave Gravesend at 0930 on Saturdays and 1000 on Sundays and
Bank Holidays.

Westminster Party Boats have taken over the Tower-Barrier
service previously maintained by Beta Boats' BETA III. The
MERCEDES runs daily from Tower Pier at 1115, 1330 and 1530, with
departures from Barrier Gardens Pier one hour later.

Tidal Cruises The inquest into the deaths of the MARCHIONESS's
victims began on 23 April and was adjourned on the 26th after it
was announced that the master of the BOWBELLE is to be charged under
the Merchant Shipping Acts for failing to keep a proper look-out.
The Floating Boater, Paddington (Regent's Canal) The PRINCE
REGENT, a 100-seat wide-beam boat, has been built by Sagar Marine
of Brighouse, West Yorkshire.

Kennet & Avon Canal Trust The official reopening ceremony is to
be performed on 8 August at Devizes by HM The Queen. The Trust's
LADYWOOD from Bradford and ROSE OF HUNGERFORD will be travelling
to take part.
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SOUTH COAST

A summer weekend ferry service runs on Chichester Harbour
between Bosham and Itchenor. The service is operated by Mr
William Hammond under contract to Chichester Harbour Conservancy.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Sealink UK One-time Channel Island ship EARL GODWIN has been
sold to Navarma Lines for service from Italy to Corsica, and left
Weymouth on 30 March under her new name of MOBY BABRY.
HAG Marine Services, Goury A second vessel, carrying 140
passengers, is being chartered this season to cope with the demand
for trips to Guernsey.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Torbay Seaways On 11 April, the owner Mr Graham Thompson
announced the sale of the business to Huelin-Renouf Shipping of
Jersey, major shareholders in British Channel Island Ferries.
Torbay Seaways began running trips to Brixham in 1976 and started
carrying passengers to the Channel Islands in 1982. The DEVONIUN
will continue her season at Torquay under the Torbay Seaways name,
but the Poole-based cargo ferry L TAURUS will operate on charter
to British Channel Island Ferries. Mr Thompson will continue to
own the stevedoring business at Torquay.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries The ROYAL IRIS is being chartered by the
Co-op for this year's Manchester Ship Canal cruises; she offers
Liverpool-Manchester sailings on 7 July and 22 September, with a
trip in the opposite direction the next day.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 7 May 1990
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Waverley Excursions Copies of the 1990 schedule were available
from late-May. The WAVERLEY is now on the Bristol Channel until
17 June before returning to the Clyde. During May, she completed
sailings from Bournemouth and Brighton, and cruised to off
Dunkerque on the 27th. The BALMORAL is on the Irish Sea, serving
the Isle of Man and Northern Ireland until 24 June, before
beginning her Bristol Channel season on 28 June.

THAMES

Southend Water Pleasure The MAID OF THE FORTH is advertised

to make day trips to Chatham on Wednesdays 9 May, 6 Jun, 4 Jul,

8 Aug and 5 Sep, and to the Thames Barrier at Woolwich on Fridays

25 May, 22 Jun, 20 Jul, 24 Aug and 21 Sep.

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS
POCAHONTAS made a trip for the press and local dignitaries on 5 May
before starting weekend trips to Southend. From 6 June, she is
also advertised to sail to Greenwich on Wednesdays, and to Southend
on Thursdays and Fridays. She now has Class V and VI certificates
for 200 passengers. Amongst charters to be undertaken this summer
is one for a private regatta at Felixstowe.

Voyager Clubs THE EDWARDIAN has been sold; built in 1987, she
spent two seasons based at Port Hampton, then last season was in
central London with the ELIZABETHAN.

M Britton, Westminster, owner of the TIDEWAY, has bought a vessel
named MIYUKI MARU in the Netherlands. She has arrived in

London after structural alterations in Holland, but has yet to be
renamed and repainted.

Turk Launches, Kingston The JEFF visited Dunkerque over the
weekend of 25-28 May to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the
Dunkerque evacuation in which she participated.

Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co has bought THE EDWARDIAN for charter
work with the BELLE.

SOUTH COAST
Swanage Pier has closed following storm damage and the

owners are apparently bankrupt so repairs seem unlikely to be
carried out. Sandown Pier is still closed after last year's fire,
but is expected to reopen by July.

Sealink Following the sale of Sealink UK Ltd to Stena, the

Isle of Wight services have been run by Passro (Shipping) Co Ltd.
The new trading name of Wightlink has been chosen and both this
company and Hoverspeed will be subsidiaries of Sea Containers
Ferries. The catamarans are unable to use Clarence Pier this
season and the summer calls en route to Ryde have been cancelled.
When the ST FAITH is delivered, a four-ship half-hourly service is
to be run to Fishbourne daily (except Sunday mornings) from mid-
July to 9 September.

Cowes Express began running the 280-passenger air-cushion
catamaran SANT AGATA between Southampton and Cowes on 25 May.
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Croson The POOLE BELLE ran local cruises at weekends from
Easter, then daily from 20 May. She began Isle of Wight
sailings on 28 May, while the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE entered service on
26 May. With Swanage Pier again closed, she offers Dorset Lakes
and Purbeck Coast cruises, with a Bournemouth-Poole service on
Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Harveys Pleasure Boats, Poole The MAID OF BROWNSEA has been
sold and replaced by a second-hand vessel of the same name.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor is negotiating with Aluminium Shipbuilders for a "wave-
piercing” catamaran to carry 600 passengers and 100 cars. The Sark
tender CONDOR KESTREL has been advertised for sale.

Emeraude Lines The TRIDENT 2 has been sold and is to run as

the CAP SUROIT to the Ile d'Yeu on the west coast of France.
Originally Western Ferries' HIGHLAND SEABIRD, she has spent five
seasons running from Granville to Jersey. Her replacement in the
fleet is named TRIDENT 5. The catamarans' season from St-Malo to
Jersey extends from 6 March to 11 November.

MISCELLANY
'Car Ferries from Great Britain & Ireland 90-91', covering
ferries of over 500 tons, has been published by Nick Widdows at

£2.10 including postage. It includes a history of each ship and some
interesting photos.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 2 June 1990
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NORTH EAST
White Rose Line, York A new vessel named RIVER PALACE has entered
service.

EAST ANGLIA

C J Lovewell, Norwich The PRINCE EDWARD has been advertised for
sale by brokers for £25 000 plus VAT.

Viscountess Marine, Ely The VISCOUNTESS BURY has been advertised
by brokers for £62 250.

THAMES

Invicta Line Cruises The CORAL STAR III, bought last year for
local service on the Medway but never used, has been sold and sailed
to Bristol in the spring.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Richmond Lock is still
closed for repairs and boats have been unable to start services from
London to Hampton Court.

Venture Cruises The TIDEWAY VENTURE has been advertised for sale
by her owner for £70 000.

A Papadakis, Staines, has bought the WINGATE II from Chichester
Harbour and she is now moored by Church Island in Staines carrying
her previous name of BAY QUEEN. He plans to restore her, though
it is not clear whether she will be used for passenger trips.
French Brothers The NUNEHAM is still being rebuilt at the
Runnymede Boathouse and will not be in service this summer.

Thames Valley Leisure, Maidenhead, have bought the CONTENT, which
ran at Plymouth, then at Fleetwood for Hesketh Launches. Last
summer, she arrived in London and was moored at Putney but did not
seem to enter service.

SOUTH COAST

Sealink/Wightlink The ST FAITH sailed from Selby to Hull on

15 June, and left on her delivery voyage 11 days later.

J P Adams, Itchenor The WINGATE II has been sold and has
returned to the Thames after three seasons on Chichester Harbour.
She has been replaced by another vessel which has taken the name
WINGATE IT.

Cowes Express The service has been suspended following
mechanical problems and disputes over the leases of the terminals at
Southampton and Cowes.

Mursell & Kemp (Sandown) Sandown Pier has reopened and the
ISLAND ENTERPRISE has resumed regular trips to Portsmouth Harbour,
etc.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL was at Falmouth for
bow thruster repairs from 30 May to 1 June.

Condor The new CONDOR 9 is expected to enter service in mid-
July.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
S Wide, Bristol The CORAL STAR III arrived in Bristol in
late-April/early-May and is to run as the AVON VENTURER II.
Originally the POOLE BELLE, she has since served Dublin, Paignton,
Cromarty and Arbroath, before going to the Medway last year. No
public trips are offered by Mr Wide, only charters.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
G H Rose & Son, Stratford, have bought the SPRAY from Windermere.

F Barton, Hereford After last winter sailing the 125-ft

former Dutch barge WYE INVADER up the River Wye to Hereford to be
used as a floating restaurant, Mr Barton has bought a 36-passenger
launch from Stratford-on-Avon, and plans to run short trips at
weekends.

NORTH WEST
Bowness Bay Boating Co The SPRAY has been sold and delivered by

road to Stratford-on-Avon.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co On 25 June, Sea Containers
announced a bid for the 59% of the company they do not already
own; the agreement between Sealink and the Steam Packet prevented
such a bid while Sea Containers owned Sealink UK. The offer of
115p per share, and increased travel concessions for shareholders,
was rejected by the Steam Packet board.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 3 July 1990
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NORTH EAST
Festival Cruises, Newcastle, is running from the Quayside to
the National Garden Festival at Gateshead with the DUCHESS M from
London. Newcastle departures are at 0915, 1000 then hourly to
1700 and 1755.
G Pattison & G Asprey, Ferrybridge, are the owners of the
ENTERPRISE, which arrived from Tenby last year. She offers 2-hour
cruises on the River Aire from Ferrybridge Lock on Sunday
afternoons and Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings.
W Shiel, Seahouses The GLAD TIDINGS V, a 50-ft wvessel with a
saloon, has been built at Arbroath, giving a fleet of five boats.
N MacKay, Seahouses A new 39-ft BRITANNIA II was built locally
last year.

THAMES

Hire Cruisers (Maidstone) Four passengers were injured on 25
July when a launch collided with the KENTISH LADY II, moored at
Maidstone with 30 passengers aboard.

Southend Water Pleasure The MAID OF THE FORTH has been advertised
for sale by her owners for £65 000.

Fastwing Travel The THAMES SOVEREIGN now has a Class VI
certificate for 100 passengers and has made at least one trial trip
to Southend. The owners hope to offer some day trips from London to
Southend.

Capital Cruises After a refit at Gravesend, the DUCHESS M left
London in late-May for Newcastle. Originally the Gosport ferry
VESTA, she came to London in 1974 and was renamed in 1979.
Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Hampton Court sailings
resumed on about 9 July. The CONNAUGHT has been refitted but is not
expected in service this season and may be sold. Mr Shearing's
HENLEY visited Henley for the regatta on 4-8 July.

SOUTH COAST

The Monopolies & Mergers Commission is to investigate the Isle
of Wight ferry services.
Gosport Ferry  The PORTSEA PRINCESS was sold last year and is
now at Paignton. Previously the CYRIL LOTTE at Sandown, she was
bought in 1985 for Portsmouth Harbour trips.

A C R Russell, Mudeford, has a new boat named FERRY DAME.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Following the delivery of the CONDOR 9 in July, the
CONDOR 4 and 7 have been offered for sale by brokers. Services
are maintained by three craft and Alderney calls have ceased.
Emeraude Lines have bought a fourth catamaran and resumed
services from Carteret on 4 July after a gap of three years. The
TRIDENT 6 was built in 1981 as the ALISUR AMARILLO for service in
the Canaries and in 1988 went to the Caribbean as the AZUR
EXPRESS.
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Jersey Portbail Ferries has been formed to run from Portbail to
Gorey. The 84-ft 140-passenger MONT ORGUEIL takes 40 minutes for
the crossing and is named after the castle overlooking Gorey
Harbour; she was built in 1985 as the ATLANTE for service from
Concarneau to the Iles Glénan where she has been replaced by a
larger craft.

Trident Charter Co, Guernsey A new 250-passenger catamaran, HERM
TRIDENT V, was completed last year.

WEST OF ENGLAND
The ZODIAC, which was sold by Tidal Cruises last summer, is
this year being used by South Western Electricity for an
exhibition. Between 26 June and 28 August, she was due to visit
Exeter, Plymouth, Torquay, Dartmouth, Penzance, Bristol, Padstow
(7-11 Aug), Falmouth (13-18 Aug) and Torquay (20-28 Aug).
G D H Wilson, Paignton, has sold the FAIR CLOUD and replaced her with
the PORTSEA PRINCESS from Gosport which has been renamed FANTASIA.
This season, she is running an hourly service from Paignton to
Brixham.

Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry The new PLYMOUTH SOUND ITI,
carrying up to 130 passengers, should now be in service.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-on-Severn A new 65-ft restaurant
boat, the SILVER SALMON, has been built at Bristol and entered
service in April. She can carry up to 60 passengers, or 48 for a
"sit down" meal.
Worcester Steamer Co The business and two vessels have been
advertised for sale for £200 000 by Bass, the brewing company which
has owned the business since 1972.

IRTISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Sea Containers has suspended its
takeover bid following an attempt by the island's parliament to pass
a law to prevent a takeover.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is now on the south coast;
passengers are being landed at Swanage by launch following the
closure of the pier. She continues till the 19th, then moves to

Kent and the Thames until 7 October. Her season ends with Bristol
Channel sailings on 12-14 October. The BALMORAL closes her
Bristol Channel season on 10 September and then serves North Wales
and Liverpool until the 20th; her season ends on the Clyde on

24 September.

NORTH EAST
Castle Line Cruisers, York In addition to the EMPRESS, the firm
has a second traditional wooden boat, the 40-passenger BELLE,
apparently built in 1922.
J B Shiel, Seahouses, is a further operator to the Farne Islands
not listed in 'Trip Out 1989/90'. He runs a vessel named GOLDEN
GATE.

THAMES

Livett's Launches have taken over the ENCHANTE from Sargent

Bros; she is still based at the Thames Barrier. The service from
Tower Pier to Butler's Wharf for the Design Museum has ceased, and
the BRUNEL is running to HMS BELFAST. The EDWARD ALAN JOHN has
been advertised for sale by a broker for £45 000.

French Brothers Three vessels have been advertised for sale
owing to "rationalisation": the GAIETY (for £45 000), HURLEY

(£45 000) and THE NEW PRINCESS OF WALES (£35 000).

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor The CONDOR 9 finally entered service on 15 August, but
had to be withdrawn after about three days for modifications; her
trim is being altered as the bow was too high, and she is not
expected to resume service until next month. The Weymouth service
is again being maintained by hydrofoil.

WEST OF ENGLAND

Dart Pleasure Craft Following the introduction of the catamaran
KINGSWEAR BELLE on the Kingswear ferry, the EDGCUMBE BELLE has this
summer been running between Torquay and Brixham in conjunction with
Torquay operators and in competition with the WESTERN LADY vessels.
R Bindon, Plymouth, is running the PLYMOUTH EXPLORER, formerly

the Fleetwood-Knott End ferry VIKING 66; she now carries up to 100
passengers on Dockyard cruises from the Hoe.

K J Bridge, Plymouth The DEVON BELLE has been sold and is
apparently now at Poole. Her replacement is a new steel-hulled 100-
passenger DEVON BELLE II with a saloon and upper deck.

B Curtin, Plymouth, is the owner of the ZODIAC, bought from
London in July 1989. Normally doing charter work from Plymouth,
she spent the summer on charter to South Western Electricity (see
last issue) and successfully visited eight ports between Exeter
and Bristol.
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M F Doidge, Plymouth In addition to Cawsand sailings, the WESTON
MAID has this summer been running an experimental ferry service
between Plymouth and Turnchapel, a service that last ran regularly in
1962.

Bryher Boat Services The COMMODORE has been advertised for sale
"regrettably" for £23 000. As the NEW BRITANNIC she took part in
the Dunkerque evacuation in 1940, and has been in the Isles of
Scilly since 1976.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Harbour Chandlery & Marine, Ilfracombe, last year started running
a 45-ft 86-passenger vessel named DEVONIA. She has now been
offered for sale for £28 500, with delivery at the end of this
month.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
C J Crossley, Cosgrove (Grand Union Canal) The business, run by Mr
& Mrs Crossley for 35 years, has been advertised for sale.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The CHANNEL ENTENTE is to begin a
two-month refit on the Mersey at the end of September. She will Dbe
renamed KING ORRY, the fifth of the company's ships to carry the
name (the last was broken up in 1978). Next season, the company
will run just two passenger ships, the KING ORRY and LADY OF MANN.
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The summer of 1990 was remarkable for its fine weather,
with hot spells and prolonged sunshine. Few excursion operators
will be complaining, though the evening party trade, especially in
London, is still depressed following the MARCHIONESS disaster.
After two hot summers, we are unlikely to have such good weather in
1991, so we must hope profits from the fine summers are being used
to improve vessels' passenger facilities and marketing.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY completed her sailings on
the South Coast and Thames, and is now on the Bristol Channel for
her final trips. The BALMORAL completed her season on the Clyde
and left Glasgow on 25 September to spend the winter in Bristol.
She apparently carried 80 000 passengers on the Bristol Channel,
her best season so far.

NORTH EAST
Mirfield Boat Yard The PRINCESS MARY was sold last December after
spending six seasons at Mirfield.
Sheffield Canal Co bought the PRINCESS MARY in December and ran
afternoon cruises from Sheffield Basin on summer weekends.

THAMES

Tonbridge Waterways 1s a new operator on the Medway with a 30-
passenger enclosed vessel named CAXTON. Public trips run on
Saturday and Sunday afternoons from Easter to October.

Kingswear Castle Excursions The steamer is making public trips on
21 October, 4 November, 8 and 9 December and 1 January.

London Borough of Greenwich The JAMES NEWMAN made a cruise on
8 September to the Pool of London with local school children.
Crown River Cruises The SUERITA caught fire in the early hours
of 16 September and her superstructure was gutted. She had been
moored for the night below Waterloo Bridge and nobody was aboard.
She later went into dry dock at Charlton.

M Britton, Westminster The MIYUKI MARU was refitted at
Rochester in September and will enter service on the Thames without
being renamed.

SOUTH COAST

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole This year's "new" MAID OF BROWNSEA
was the DEVON BELLE from Plymouth. Built in Berlin, she first ran
at Plymouth in 1927 and became the DEVON BELLE in the 1930s; in
recent years, she has also served Falmouth and Portsmouth. The
MAID OF SANDBANKS was sold in 1989 to Swanage.

L G Marsh, Swanage, bought the MAID OF SANDBANKS and uses her on
trips to Brownsea Island; she has not been renamed.




TRIP OUT Page 2 October 1990

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

Anglian Water has advertised for an operator to provide a
passenger service on Grafham Water, a reservoir near Huntingdon. A
similar service has run on Rutland Water since 1985.

F Barton, Hereford The boat used to start trips on the River Wye
this year was the DELTA, bought from Clifford & Co of Stratford-
upon-Avon.

Newark Line The SONNING has been offered for sale with her

business for £130 000. She has run on the River Trent for eight
seasons.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The CHANNEL ENTENTE arrived on the
Mersey on 27 September to begin her conversion.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 4 October 1990
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As usual, November brings the 'Trip Out' table of the UK's
ten largest excursion fleets, arranged by both gross tonnage and
passenger capacity. Only vessels used last summer mainly for
pleasure trips are included. Last year's positions are 1in
brackets. The major change in the past year is the entry of French
Brothers following their takeover of Windsor Boats; they don't
appear 1in the 1list by tonnage as several of their vessels are
unregistered, and thus have no gross tonnage figure (this is quite
common for inland vessels).

GROSS TONNAGE PASSENGER CAPACITY
1(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 1(1) Salter Bros 2153
2(2) Mersey Ferries 1234 2(2) Waverley Excursions 2060
3(3) Catamaran Cruisers 1026 3(3) Catamaran Cruisers 1883
4 (4) Woods River Services 811 4(5) Windermere I S Co 1632
5(5) George Wheeler L. 654 5(6) Bowness Bay Boating 1402
6(6) Windermere I S Co 622 6(-) French Brothers 1386
7(7) Blue Funnel/Wightline 525 7(4) George Wheeler L. 1334
8(9) Salter Bros 453 8 (7) Dart Pleasure Craft 1209
9(10) Tidal Cruises 405 9(9) Woods River Services 1074
10(8) Voyager Clubs 337 10(10) Turk Launches 1055
Waverley Excursions After a very successful final weekend on the

Bristol Channel, the WAVERLEY is staying in Bristol for a filming
contract.

THAMES

Summer schedules in London ended on 28 October; as usual,
there are winter sailings from Westminster, Charing Cross, Tower,
Greenwich and the Barrier.

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS OCAHONTAS
is scheduled to make "shopping" day trips from Gravesend to Charing
Cross on certain Wednesdays and Saturdays: 17 and 21 November, and
1, 5, 15 and 19 December.

G H F Parr, Kingston The TILBURY HOPE has been offered for sale
for £15 000.

French Brothers are seeking vessels to carry over 100 passengers;
three of the smaller members of the present fleet have been on the
market this autumn.

SOUTH COAST

Blue Funnel Cruises The LEISURE SCENE had an unusual charter

on the evening of 19 September, from Poole Quay into Bournemouth Bay
for a local hotel. The ISLAND SCENE has been advertised for sale
for £200 000, and is reportedly to be replaced by a new larger
vessel.

Croson The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE finished her season at the end of
September, and the POOLE BELLE continued to the end of October,
running Isle of Wight trips on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and local
trips on other days.

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole Brownsea Island was open to
visitors from 27 October to 4 November, the local schools' half-term
holiday, and the MAID OF BROWNSEA and MAID OF THE ISLANDS ran from
Poole and Sandbanks.
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CHANNEL TISLANDS
Condor The CONDOR 9 is still at Southampton for alterations, and
plans to order a larger car-carrying catamaran have been postponed.
Trident Charter Co, Guernsey The HERM TRIDENT IV has been
advertised for sale by her designers, Don Tate Associates, with
delivery at the end of September.
HAG Marine Services The GRANIT ROSE was chartered from
Vedettes Blanches for summer services from Dielette to St Peter
Port, while the SEA FOX concentrated on services between Goury and
Alderney and from Alderney to St Peter Port.
Vedettes Blanches, Perros Guirec, seem to have abandoned services to
the Channel Islands while the GRANIT ROSE was chartered by HAG Marine
Services last summer.

WEST OF ENGLAND
G N Harper, Torquay The MISS SERENITY (previously SERENITY)
has been offered for sale.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

Brummagem Boats, Birmingham The business has been taken over by
Alvechurch Boat Centre, but the trip boats will continue to operate
under the Brummagem trading name.

NORTH WEST
Cumbria County Council The Windermere ferry DRAKE has been
replaced by a new cable ferry named MALLARD. The DRAKE was built
at Lytham and was steam-engined until 1960. The MALLARD was built
by FL Steelcraft at Borth near Aberystwyth and assembled at
Windermere.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Next year, Liverpool will have a
year-round service; out of season, the KING ORRY will make a
return trip from Douglas on Saturdays. Sea Containers' catamaran
HOVERSPEED GREAT BRITAIN made trial trips between Heysham and
Douglas on 6 November; the company has claimed that if its
takeover bid for the Steam Packet were successful, a catamaran
would be used on Manx services.

MISCELLANY
The former Isle of Man steamer MANXMAN, berthed at Preston
since 1982, left on 5 November under tow and berthed in Langton
Dock, Bootle, the next morning. Her owners plan to open her as a
restaurant and disco in Waterloo Dock, Liverpool.
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I should like to wish all readers a Happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.
Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions A filming contract for the WAVERLEY at
Bristol has been cancelled, and she has begun her overhaul and
extensive paddle wheel repairs at Avonmouth. She is due to return
to Glasgow in January. 1990 passenger totals are reported as

191 200 for the WAVERLEY and 120 479 for the BALMORAL. Discount
vouchers are being offered for travel on the WAVERLEY, BALMORAL
and KINGSWEAR CASTLE in 1991. They give £5-worth of travel for £4
(minimum order five vouchers) and can be ordered until 31 March
from Mr P J Murrell in Bristol (cheques payable to Waverley
Excursions Ltd; stamped addressed envelope requested).

THAMES

Riverbus Partnership plan to run through services from Chelsea
Harbour via Charing Cross to London City Airport every 20 minutes
starting in April. Three more 62-passenger craft are expected by
the end of 1991.

Tidal Cruises The Westminster-Barrier service finished for the
winter on 25 November, leaving Campion Launches' LONDON BELLE from
Greenwich as the only winter service to the Barrier.

Westminster Party Boats The Tower-Barrier service finished

for the season in October and the MERCEDES has since been running
between Westminster, Tower and Greenwich for Mr S A Metcalf while
his QUEEN ELIZABETH is off for refit.

SOUTH COAST

Croson Mr H J (Dick) Bolson, a former chairman and managing
director who entered the family business in 1924, died in October.
Swanage Pier i1s unlikely to reopen in 1991.
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co Whilst the craft was
off service for refit from 12 November, work started on widening
the slipways to accommodate the new 48-car ferry which is expected to
be ordered when interest rates come down. The service resumed on
the 29th, three days late because of rough weather.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL is scheduled to make
day trips from Poole to Cherbourg on Saturdays 17 and 24 November,
1, 8 and 15 December, giving five hours ashore for an adult fare
of £17.50.
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WEST OF ENGLAND

Torbay Seaways The owners, Huelin-Renouf Shipping, announced
on 5 November that they did not want to continue the passenger
service from Torquay and would be looking for a buyer. No
purchaser has been found, and the service now seems unlikely to
run in 1991. The DEVONIUN had gone to Ipswich, arriving on

4 November ostensibly for a refit, and will be laid-up there until
sold. A timetable published for next year showed sailings from
29 March to 21 October, with four trips a week - two to Guernsey,
one to Alderney and one to Jersey, all overnight from Torquay.
There will still be a cargo service from Torquay, with containers
being taken by road to Portsmouth. Torbay Seaways had run a
passenger service to the Channel Isles for nine years, the last
five with the present DEVONIUN. Torbay Borough Council stands to
lose £30 000 a year in harbour dues. Alderney Tourism Committee
has said closure would be a "disaster"; the island's only
remaining sea passenger service is by the small French SEA FOX.

MISCELLANY
Currently on the market in Scotland is the NEPTUNE'S LADY,
the 105-ft former Dutch vessel which came to run on the Caledonian
Canal in 1988.
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THAMES

Riverbus Partnership The three new catamarans ordered for
delivery next winter are being built by FBM Marine at Cowes. Of a
different design from the present aluminium craft, they will have
hulls of fibre-reinforced plastic and be 82 ft long, 25 ft longer,

but with an identical capacity of 62 passengers. Service speed
will be 23 knots.
Campion Launches, Greenwich The Greenwich-Barrier service was

suspended on 31 December for the LONDON BELLE's refit and is due to
resume in February.

M Britton, Westminster The MIYUKI MARU is now in service and
is on the Westminster-Tower-Greenwich service while the TIDEWAY is
off for refit. Her passenger capacity is 249.

Salter Bros 1991 services follow the usual pattern, with the
season running from 12 May to 15 September; the Marlow-Henley
service runs from 14 July to 1 September. The Reading-Henley
service is suspended 1-10 July for Henley Regatta, and Marlow-
Windsor and Windsor-Staines services will not run on 27 May and
25-26 August, presumably to avoid Bank Holiday river traffic.
Cruise & Dine, Wargrave This new business is owned by Mr P H
Bushnell and has introduced the 85-ft 100-passenger THE WATERMAN on
charter work. She was built by Bay Class Yachts at Conyer on the
Swale in Kent.

Thames Rivercruise (D&T Scenic's), Reading The DUCHESS OF
CAMBRIDGE, a traditional launch with a hull of varnished mahogany,
has been offered for sale for £50 000.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL will be off service
from 8 January to 21 March while engine bed plate repairs are
carried out at Rotterdam; the HAVELET will take her place. A
two-ship service is advertised from 28 March to 6 April, and from
22 April to 26 October. Single fares for a foot passenger start
at £35, while excursions are available from £19.
Fermain Marine & Catering, Guernsey The FERMAIN VI has been
advertised for sale for £24 000.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Torbay Seaways Negotiations are taking place with a possible
buyer, and a final decision on whether a service will run this year
is expected at the end of this month.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG will be refitted between
23 February and 22 March when the fast launch ISLANDER will provide a
service from Clovelly. The OLDENBURG's Ilfracombe season is from
8 May to 24 September, and in this period Bideford is used only
when tides are suitable (out of season, Bideford departure times
vary from 0300 to 1330). Day trips from Barnstaple to Lundy are
on Sunday 14 July, Tuesday 13 August and Thursday 12 September.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Dartline Cruisers, Tardebigge The MIDLANDER has been advertised
for sale for £26 750 plus VAT.
Horseboat Charter, Bosworth The business has been advertised
for sale.

NORTH WEST
Wincham Wharf Packetboats, Northwich The GOLBORNE has been
advertised for sale and the owners are to concentrate on their
boatbuilding business.
S & G Salt, Manchester, bought the Dutch-built waterbus ROBERT
THE BRUCE from the Clyde Marine Motoring Co in May and ran cruises
on the River Irwell for visitors to Granada Television Studios.
The Salts' other vessel, the ADRIAN LASCOM, also started life in
Holland, as the Amsterdam waterbus PRINSES MARYKE.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The Saturday sailings to Liverpool,
leaving Douglas at 0830 and Liverpool at 1830, start on 12 January
and run till 11 May, followed by a more complex service in summer.
Excursions from Fleetwood to Douglas (fare £21) are on Tuesdays from
25 June to 3 September, and Wednesdays 10 and 24 July, and 7, 21
and 28 August; on 5 July (Tynwald Day), there is a day trip from
Douglas to Fleetwood.

MISCELLANY
The former Red Funnel paddle steamer PRINCESS ELIZABETH is
now berthed in central Paris by the Mirabeau bridge (metro
station: Javel); she has been refitted externally, but is not yet
open to the public.
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EAST ANGLIA
C J Lovewell, Norwich The PRINCE EDWARD was destroyed by fire
during the night of 18/19 January after thieves had broken into the
boathouse where she was stored.

THAMES

Tower Pier Launches The FERRY PRINCESS has been advertised for
sale for £50 000. She was built for the Portsmouth-Gosport ferry
and came to the Thames around 1969.

Hobbs & Sons, Henley, plan to introduce a mock-Mississippi vessel to
carry 175 passengers.

SOUTH COAST
Red Funnel Ferries The two new catamarans are to be named RED
JET 1 and 2. The first was nearing completion at Cowes in January
and both should be in service by Easter, replacing the SHEARWATER
3 and 4.

Wightlink is planning two new ferries for the Lymington route,

66 ft longer than the present ships and able to carry 122 cars and
750 passengers; they would run with one of the present ships.
Blue Funnel Cruises The business, owned by Mr W C Hogg, was
incorporated as a limited company in March 1990. The ISLAND
SCENE's replacement, a 98-ft catamaran, is being built by FL
Steelcraft at Borth near Aberystwyth. A similar catamaran is
being built for the associated Wight Line Cruises, and the total
cost of the orders is £2 million.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL arrived in Rotterdam
on 11 January for her refit.
Condor Services between St-Malo, Jersey and Guernsey resume
on 15 February and continue till the end of the year. The
"wavepiercer" CONDOR 9, undergoing modifications at Southampton
since last August, 1is advertised to operate the Weymouth service
from 18 March to 11 November, with a daily round trip from St-Malo
via Jersey and Guernsey. The CONDOR 5 and 8 run between the
islands and France. Sark is served from 18 March to 26 October.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Torbay Seaways will not be operating a passenger service this
year and the DEVONIUN, currently laid-up at Ipswich, is to be
sold. The company had operated from Torquay since 1976 and began
the Channel Island passenger service in 1982.
Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry, Plymouth The QUEEN BOADICEA IT
has been advertised for sale. Last season, she operated with the
PLYMOUTH SOUND and the new PLYMOUTH SOUND IT.
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Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III runs from 23 March
to 2 November, with sailings from Mondays to Saturdays at 0915
from Penzance and 1645 from St Mary's. From 14 October, there
are no sailings on Mondays and Thursdays. On Saturdays from 25 May
to 31 August, there are two round trips, from Penzance at 0630 and
1345. Sunday sailings are on 26 May, 9 and 23 June, 7 and 21
July, 4 August and 1 September, while on 18 August there is an 18-
hour birdwatchers' cruise. Adult fares are £28 single or £29 day
return.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries The ROYAL IRIS made her final cruise, an
evening function to raise money for a local hospital, on 13 January.
Rebuilding her for continued service would, it is claimed, cost £3
million.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The KING ORRY's first sailing to
Heysham was on 9 December. She retains a white hull and is still
registered in the Bahamas. From 1 January, she relieved the cargo

ferry PEVERIL while the LADY OF MANN took over the passenger
service. The LADY' thus made the first of the winter sailings to
Liverpool on 12 January.

MISCELLANY
Well-known pleasure steamer company P & A Campbell Ltd is
now known to have been dissolved in June 1989. Incorporated in

1893, the company had been dormant since the sale of the BALMORAL
and DEVONIA in 1981.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is due to start her season on
the Clyde at Easter, while the BALMORAL does not start till May.
Following last year's first Brighton sailings by the WAVERLEY, the
BALMORAL will be based at the Brighton Marina on 16-19 May, with
sailings including a 7-hour coastal cruise on Saturday the 18th and
an Isle of Wight trip on the 19th; details from Brighton Festival.

THAMES

Thames Pleasure Craft The CAPTAIN JAMES COOK has been offered for
sale by brokers for £165 000.

S A Metcalf & Sons, Westminster The QUEEN ELIZABETH reopened
the Westminster-Barrier service in February and her place on the
Greenwich service was taken by Westminster Party Boats' MERCEDES.
Turk Launches, Kingston The EMPRESS OF INDIA has been
advertised for sale by brokers.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The RED JET 1 has been delivered and is due
in service this month. Her sister is due in May.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
The various services from St-Malo to the Channel Isles
carried 471 601 passengers last year (a drop of 1.39 % compared with
1989) .
British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL left Rotterdam after
her refit on 22 February and went to Southampton for further work.
The HAVELET suffered engine trouble on 21 January, and was
repaired at Southampton from 30 January to 26 February, with
Brittany Ferries presumably providing a replacement ship.
Emeraude Lines are opening a new service to Jersey from St-Quay-—
Portrieux, a deep-water harbour about 35 miles west of St-Malo.
The TRIDENT 6 will run daily from 27 April to late-September.
HAG Marine Services was declared bankrupt in January. Founded
by M. Francois Pere, the company has run the SEA FOX to Alderney,
Guernsey and Sark for the past three seasons. The service will be
continued by new owners, trading as Sea Fox.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Grand Western Horse Boat Co, Tiverton Public trips will be
offered at Easter, then from 1 May to 20 October. The canal has
been reopened to Sampford Peverell after a three-year closure and
this extended trip is being offered on Fridays in June.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Clevedon Pier needs urgent repairs if the BALMORAL and
WAVERLEY are to continue calling. The pier was reopened in 1989,
but the Pier Trust was unable to complete restoration and now has no
funds to repair storm damage.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
T Sandham, Evesham, will be offering trips on the River Avon in

a 42-ft 60-seat boat named HANDSAM TOO (the first part of the name
is an anagram of the owner's surname). Mr Sandham owns Boaters
wine bar by Workman Bridge where the boat is based and ran a 12-
passenger boat last season. The HANDSAM TOO starts running 45-

minute trips on Good Friday.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries The ROYAL IRIS's final cruise was on

12 January, not as stated in the last issue.

Bithells Boats, Chester, plan to introduce a new vessel to
replace one of the two remaining mahogany-hulled boats, either the
PRINCE CHARLES (advertised for sale for £37 000) or the RAGLAN

(£22 000) .

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 6 March 1991
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Waverley Excursions Timetables for both ships were published

in March. The WAVERLEY runs in Scotland till 9 May, then serves
the Isle of Man and Northern Ireland from 10 to 20 May, then the
Bristol Channel and West Wales from 23 May to 23 June. After the
main season on the Clyde, she has her usual South Coast and Thames
programme in September and October. The BALMORAL runs on the
Bristol Channel on 4-6 May, from Exmouth on the 8th, then until

25 June covers the South Coast, Thames and the East Coast as far as
Great Yarmouth. The main Bristol Channel season (broken by six
days in July in Northern Ireland) ends on 10 September and is
followed by a fortnight in North Wales.

NORTH EAST

Kielder Water Cruises The KIELDER LADY has been broken up and
the OCEAN DAWN has been sold for service in Ireland. A new 54-ft
87-passenger vessel named OSPREY is due in service this month.

THAMES

Summer services in London, including upriver sailings to Kew
and Hampton Court resumed in time for Easter.
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
resumes public day trips in late May, and this year will go from
Gravesend to Southend on Fridays and Sundays, and to London on
Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Invicta Line Cruises The CLAIREST was damaged by vandals twice
in March, causing £3000 worth of damage each time. The service had
to be suspended for repairs. The CLYDE offers a Southend service
on Sundays in May, then from June to September on Suns, Tues and
Thurs, also Wednesdays in July and August, and Fridays in August.
Special sailings run on 13 and 21 April.
C H Wyatt, Westminster, used the KINGWOOD for an experimental
'commuter' service from Putney to Westminster in February. The
service closed after four weeks with passenger numbers varying
between two and 12.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL left Southampton on
11 March ready to resume service.

WEST OF ENGLAND
R G Andrews, Dittisham, has sold the Greenway ferry to Mr F A W
Kirk.
GHG&WG Pill, Falmouth, have taken over the St Mawes Ferry Co
and now have a fleet of seven vessels: the MAY QUEEN, MAYFLOWER,
NANKERSEY, NEW PRINCESS MAUD, PRINCESS MARIA, PRINCESSA and TUDOR
PRINCE.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co hopes to order a fast catamaran
carrying 400 passengers to replace the SCILLONIAN III in 1993.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

Kennet & Avon Canal Trust (Bath) The JUBILEE has been transferred
from the Crofton Branch to be run by the Bath Branch at the western
end of the Canal.




TRIP OUT Page 2 April 1991

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

Severn Steamboat Co, Stourport The MISS JASON has been sold to
Mr T May who trades as the Stourport Steamer Co.

Grebe Canal Cruises, Tring The CHILTERN COUNTESS, a 65-ft wide-
beam vessel carrying 80 passengers, is being added to the fleet this
year.

NORTH WEST

The Mersey Ferries The MOUNTWOOD is operating the Co-op
charters on the Manchester Ship Canal this year, with sailings on
27/28 April, 10/11 August and 28/29 September.

S & G Salt, Manchester The ROBERT THE BRUCE, bought from the
Clyde last year, has been renamed PRINCESS KATHERINE. She runs alone
as the ADRIAN LASCOM is laid-up.

The Roland Botel, Burscough The AMBUSH is to be joined this year
by THE MARY M, a 65-ft 50-seat restaurant boat.

National Trust The GONDOLA's 1991 season extends from 27 March to
3 November.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The company's turnover in 1990 was
£22.44 million (a 6% increase) and pre-tax profit was £3.341
million (a 5% fall).

MISCELLANY

The three-masted sailing vessel LA DAME DE SERK has been put
in dry dock at Rotherhithe and is to open as a restaurant. Before
conversion to a sailing vessel, she served as a passenger vessel at
Torquay (as the BATEAU MORGAT in 1964-69) then in the Channel
Islands.

The National Trust's 1990 visiting figures for islands in its
care were: St Michael's Mount 195 000 (185 000 in 1989); Brownsea
124 000 (136 000); Farnes and Lundy, under 50 000.
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NORTH EAST
T Machin, Scarborough, has bought the CORONIA and was due to
deliver her from Gibraltar to the Humber in April. Built in 1935
as the BRIT to run from Great Yarmouth, she went to Scarborough in
the early-1950s, becoming the YORKSHIRE LADY then CORONIA. In
1985, she went to Gibraltar, though still owned at Scarborough.
Mr Machin plans to run both the CORONIA and REGAL LADY from
Scarborough this summer.

EAST ANGLIA
A Green, Cambridge The MARCHIONESS and her business have been
offered for sale for £47 000, with bereavement given as the reason.
Snape Maltings last year bought the MY QUEEN II from Saundersfoot
to run with the former Lundy launch LADY MOYRA. Last month, the
owners were seeking another vessel to carry up to 90 passengers.

THAMES

Sealink The Tilbury ferry has been sold by Sealink Stena Line
to White Horse Holdings, a property company, who have registered
White Horse Ferries Ltd as a subsidiary. The new owners plan to
replace the EDITH with a new 70-ft catamaran and are also
considering a fast craft for a "commuter" service to London.
George Wheeler Launches, Westminster The ROSEWOOD has been
offered for sale for £300 000 by her owners, John I Jacobs PLC, who
have chartered her to George Wheeler Launches since building in
1980.

G H F Parr, Kingston The HURLEY has been bought from French
Brothers and was running to Hampton Court at Easter.

French Brothers The HURLEY and THE NEW PRINCESS OF WALES have
both been sold. The NUNEHAM is still being rebuilt.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The summer timetable started on 22 April

and the car ferries now offer an hourly service to East Cowes only.
West Cowes is served by the RED JET catamarans with a half-hourly
service.

Croson The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE offered local trips at Easter.
Summer schedules include Swanage trips (subject to pier repairs
being completed) on Tues, Weds, Fris and Suns, with Poole trips on
other days. An Isle of Wight trip is introduced on Saturdays -
for the first time from Bournemouth since the 1950s.

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole The 60-ft MAID OF THE LAKELANDS
has been built at Bristol to carry about 150 passengers. She is
similar to the MAID OF THE ISLANDS of 1989. The WESTMINSTER BELLE
has been bought from Plymouth and entered service at Easter as the
MAID OF WAREHAM; originally at Southend, she has since served
Westminster, Falmouth, Looe and Plymouth.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL had a minor engine room
fire on 27 April whilst on a freight-only sailing; she was able to
continue after it was put out.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft Totnes sailings started on 25 March and
continue till 31 October. The CARDIFF CASTLE, DARTMOUTH CASTLE,
PLYMOUTH BELLE and WESTERN BELLE were all in service at Easter. A
new vessel carrying 320 passengers is due in service this year.
G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth, were also running at Easter and
continue till 31 October. A new combined ticket covers the
Dartmouth-Totnes trip, a coach to Buckfastleigh and a trip on the
Dart Valley Railway.
Plymouth Boat Cruises Trips to Looe are scheduled for Sundays
26 May, 9 and 23 June, and 21 July. Cruises to Weir Head are on
15 June, 14 and 28 July, 11 and 25 August, and 8 September.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL is due to call at Lundy on

4 May, her first landing since 1988. Further landings are planned
for 1, 15 and 29 August, and by the WAVERLEY on 15 June.

Bath Boating Co is introducing the AVON MONARCH, a new 43-ft
vessel to carry 85 passengers. She will run upsteam of Pulteney
Weir with the present fleet.

WEST WALES
Vox Group, Saundersfoot, is the current owner of the business
formerly run by Mr Hadley. The MY QUEEN II was replaced by the
HEART'S CONTENT from Dartmouth which has been renamed CALDEY QUEEN.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
C J Crossley, Cosgrove The business has been sold to Mr T I
Morley following the retirement of Mr & Mrs Crossley. The new owner
will continue to run the CHARLIE and LINDA on the Grand Union Canal.

NORTH WEST
Foulridge Leisure Cruises The MARTON EMPEROR has been advertised
for sale for £70 000.
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL was unable to land

passengers at Lundy on 4 May because of the weather. Her South
Coast sailings were cancelled while she was chartered for service
to the Isles of Scilly. She has since visited the Thames and

stays on the South Coast till 25 June; her Bristol Channel
sailings resume on the 28th. The WAVERLEY arrived in the Bristol
Channel on 22 May and returns to Scotland after cruises from
Milford Haven on 22 and 23 June.

NORTH EAST

T Machin, Scarborough The CORONIA left Gibraltar on 14 May
with a crew of four men. After concern over her safety, she was
sighted near Cape Finisterre, Spain, on 22 May.

THAMES

Festival Pier in London, opened only in 1983, was closed as
unsafe in mid-May and the bridge leading to the Pontoon
subsequently collapsed.
Lee Valley Park The new vessel built last year is named LADY
OF LEE VALLEY and can carry 80 passengers, or 48 seated at tables
for meals.
Meridian Line Cruises have ceased trading and the SWANAGE QUEEN,
laid-up at Greenwich, has been advertised for sale for £60 000. She
had operated on the Thames for 20 years.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) The CONNAUGHT returned

to service in May after being out of service last year. She has a
new steel foredeck and a large wheelhouse.

Hobbs & Sons, Henley The new mock Mississippi vessel, to be

named THE NEW ORLEANS, is being built by Jakubait at Greenwich, the
yard which built the ELIZABETHAN, now run by Voyager Clubs. Hobbs'
vessel is 115 ft long and can carry up to 175 passengers.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Emeraude Lines The new service from St-Quay-Portrieux opened on
27 April when the TRIDENT 3 and 6 took 360 invited guests to Jersey.

WEST OF ENGLAND

P L Hocking, Exeter, has taken over the ferry across the River Exe
previously run by Exeter Maritime Museum. Mr Hocking is also
running hourly trips on the Exeter Ship Canal in the SOUTHERN
COMFORT, formerly at Plymouth.

Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry The QUEEN BOADICEA II has been
sold and is now running at Gloucester.

Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN IITI has had spells off
service because of gearbox trouble. The Lundy Co's OLDENBURG has
been chartered twice and the BALMORAL, with a special Class III
certificate for 691 passengers, was chartered for one week from

21 May.

Bryher Boat Services The COMMODORE is being replaced by a new
59-ft steel vessel built at Wadebridge by Chapman & Hewitt
(builders of Mr Chapman's JUBILEE QUEEN of Padstow). The new boat
is costing £180 000 and carries 100 passengers.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
John Rennie Cruising Canal Boat, Bath The business has been
offered for sale for £55 000 by the owner, Mr Giles Baker of
Kettering, owing to the retirement of the boat's manager.

WEST WALES
Caldey Boat Service The SUE GINA has been sold and is now running
in London.
Flying Fish Cruises, Pembroke Dock The TUDOR PRINCESS has been
advertised for sale for £125 000. Her 1991 sailings, embarking
passengers at both Neyland and Pembroke Dock, are at
1015 (not Sats) and 1400 for a downriver cruise, and at 1215 and
1600 upriver. There are also evening cruises from Neyland.
Special trips run 8-14 July for the 'tall ships' visit.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

Cherwell Valley Cruises, Bletchington, run the 40-passenger narrow
boat BUSCOT on the Oxford Canal.

MISCELLANY
The Department of Transport has published proposals for new

rules on the safety of passenger vessels of Classes III to VI(A).
Most traditional buoyant apparatus will have to be replaced by
inflatable liferafts. Vessels will have to carry liferafts for
110% of maximum capacity (except for existing Class V vessels
which will need liferafts for 70% and buoyant apparatus for 40%),
and lifejackets for all passengers. The only exemption will be
for boats on non-tidal waterways less than 5 ft deep. New
stability rules apply to ships carrying over 250 passengers in
tidal waters: they must comply with the "two compartment standard"
- i e, they should stay afloat if two adjacent hull compartments
are flooded. Open boats will in future be limited to carrying up
to 50 passengers in smooth water; existing open boats can continue
if they can pass a "swamping test" which requires the ability to
stay afloat if full of water and carrying passengers. These
changes are to be phased in over the next five years.
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NORTH EAST
Apollo Canal Carriers, Shipley The business, established 20
years ago by Mr David Lowe, has been offered for sale. Mr Lowe
"wishes to devote more time to other pursuits."”

EAST ANGLIA

C J Lovewell, Norwich The PRINCESS VICTORIA has been sold and
now runs on the Forth & Clyde Canal from Kirkintilloch.

Southern Coastcrafts, Great Yarmouth The Gorleston ferry
continues to be operated by the HAVEN LAD and SOUTH WIND, but they
no longer have passenger certificates and are limited to 12
passengers.

THAMES
Kingswear Castle Excursions Amongst special sailings this
summer are trips to land at Sheerness on 13 July and 10 August, to
Snodland on 27 July, and to Whitstable on 28 September.
Tower Pier Launches no longer run a separate service from Tower
Pier to Greenwich and this service is incorporated in the Charing
Cross - Tower - Greenwich service. The GOLDEN SALAMANDER and SIR
RICHARD GRENVILLE are running from Charing Cross with Catamaran
Cruisers' vessels.
Woods River Services The SILVER MARLIN is not in service this
year and has been advertised for sale by brokers for £140 000.
Jason's Trip (Regent's Canal) have bought the veteran narrow boat
N B HOLLAND, previously running trips from Tewkesbury.
Hobbs & Sons, Henley THE NEW ORLEANS was in service in time
for this month's Royal Regatta when she offered some public trips
as well as charters. Her saloon has a large open deck above with
the wheelhouse near the bow. To give the appearance of a
Mississippi steamer, she has tall twin funnels (which can be
lowered to go under bridges) and a large stern wheel turning in
the wash from the propellers. She is the longest passenger vessel
upstream of London and has a bow thruster to aid manoeuvring.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The RED JET 2 has entered service, relegating
the hydrofoils to relief duties.

Blue Funnel Cruises The new catamaran is to be the OCEAN
SCENE. Regular public sailings are to the Hamble River at 1130 and
1430 daily, with a longer cruise to the Hamble and Cowes at 1100 on
Wednesdays and Thursdays

WEST OF ENGLAND
C Higgins, Brixham The SKYLARK has been advertised for sale for
£25 000. She came to Brixham after serving Falmouth and Plymouth.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

National Waterways Museum, Gloucester, are the new operators of
the QUEEN BOADICEA II from Plymouth. Built to run from
Westminster, she took part in the Dunkerque evacuation in 1940,
and went to Dartmouth in 1975, later moving to Plymouth. She now
offers trips in Gloucester Docks from the Museum.
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Countess of Evesham Cruise began running restaurant cruises on

the River Avon from Evesham last year using the 68-ft COUNTESS OF
EVESHAM.

NORTH WEST

Bowness Bay Boating Co has bought the Dutch-built waterbus SIR
WILLIAM WALLACE from Clyde Marine Motoring Co. She was built to run
trips on the Clyde in Glasgow for the Garden Festival, along with
the ROBERT THE BRUCE, now in Manchester.

MISCELLANY

The former paddler TATTERSHALL CASTLE has been towed away from

her Embankment mooring in London for a refit and is due to reopen in
September.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY begins her South Coast sailings
on 31 August and sailings follow the usual pattern till 23 September
when she visits the Sussex coast before moving to Kent. The
WESTWARD HO has been chartered for trips on the Gloucester and
Sharpness Canal.

NORTH EAST
T Machin, Scarborough The CORONIA is now running, having been due
to make her first trip on 29 June.

EAST ANGLIA
Orwell & Harwich Navigation Co Reports have suggested the ferry
service could close owing to a big fall in traffic.

THAMES

London Borough of Greenwich The ERNEST BEVIN made a charity
cruise upriver to the Pool of London on 13 July. The JAMES NEWMAN
is expected to visit Dunkerque for a refit, with an overnight stop
at Ramsgate; this is apparently the nearest available dry dock.
Riverbus Partnership Weekend services between Charing Cross
and Greenwich have been running since 13 July. A commuter service
from Putney to Charing Cross started on 15 July, using the 12-
passenger JOHN HARRIOT, chartered from Current Events.

Livett's Launches The ferry from Tower Pier to HMS BELFAST is now
being operated by the open wooden launch SUE GINA, acquired from the
Caldey Boat Service, Tenby.

Crown River Cruises The SUERITA returned to service in July
with a completely new superstructure to replace the one damaged by
fire last September.

Fastwing Travel The THAMES SOVEREIGN has not been in service

this year and is currently lying at Gravesend.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Kew and Hampton Court
boats now make optional calls at Chelsea Harbour Pier.

Current Events THE KING visited Henley in July for the Royal
Regatta.

SOUTH COAST
Red Funnel Ferries For Cowes Week, a hydrofoil is running a
service to Cowes from Portsmouth, using the Gosport ferries' pontoon.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Emeraude Lines The TRIDENT 7 is now known to have been the
Swedish SIKEN from the Copenhagen-Malmdé service. Of the same type
as the other TRIDENTS, she was built in 1979, is 98 ft long and
measures 251 grt. She was bought by Emeraude Lines for about
£700 000.

WEST OF ENGLAND
A Stuart, Exmouth The business, with the EXONIA, has been offered
for sale for £39 500.
P L Hocking, Exeter On 28 July, the man operating the cable
ferry across the River Exe was killed when another boat struck the
cable.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Beacon Leisure Cruises have introduced short cruises on the
Gloucester and Sharpness Canal from Patch Bridge near the Wildfowl
Trust at Slimbridge. The launch WESTWARD HO has been chartered from
Waverley Excursions.
E & 0 Purver, Newark The RIVER PRINCE was bought from White Rose
Line of York, having previously been the MARINA of Broads Tours of
Wroxham. She and the JOHN H have recently been advertised for sale
with or without their existing business on the River Trent.

IRTSH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co is offering through bookings between
Liverpool and Belfast wvia Douglas.

MISCELLANY

The BRIDLINGTON QUEEN, laid-up at Newcastle, has been
advertised for sale for £45 000.

The Paddle Steamer Preservation Society i1s proposing to buy
the RYDE QUEEN, formerly the paddle steamer RYDE, lying by the
River Medina in the Isle of Wight. The aim is to preserve her and
raise money for possible full restoration.
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The Department of Transport's report into the MARCHIONESS
disaster is worth studying and makes an interesting contrast with
the report into the loss of the HERALD OF FREE ENTERPRISE in 1987.
While Townsend Thoresen were strongly criticised for "sloppy"
management practices, the MARCHIONESS's owners are blamed only for
converting her to have poor astern visibility from the wheelhouse.
In both cases, the Department of Transport should not have approved
unsafe designs. However, changes have been made to many of the
London boats, some having extended wheelhouses, while the HERALD's
two sisterships still sail with no structural changes. The extra
political influence of the big ferry companies is clearly visible.

The MARCHIONESS disaster has led to radical proposals for
fitting passenger vessels with inflatable liferafts and lifejackets
for all passengers, though oddly the report into her loss praises
the effectiveness of the traditional buoyant apparatus and doubts
the usefulness of lifejackets. No one can disagree with improved
safety standards, but changes need to be studied properly and
should not be made just to give the public the impression that the
the Government is "doing something about it".

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY began her South Coast sailings
as scheduled. There is a break on 13-15 September when she runs
from Folkestone for the 'Shepway Festival'. She spends the 23rd on
the Sussex Coast, then moves to Kent and the Thames until 7 October.
On 30 September and 1 October, she pays her first visit to Great
Yarmouth. The BALMORAL ends her Bristol Channel season with a
single trip to Milford Haven on 10 September. From the 11th to the
26th, she serves Liverpool, Llandudno and Menai Bridge, before
returning to Scotland.

THAMES
The closure of Tilbury Riverside station has been re-

advertised to take place in May 1992; objections must be submitted
by 21 September.

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS
POCAHONTAS has on some Sunday afternoons offered a cruise from
Southend to the River Swale; normally she offers short cruises in
the estuary.

S A Metcalf & Sons, Westminster has advertised the QUEEN ELIZABETH
for sale. She is running on the Westminster-Barrier service and
normally spends part of the winter on the Greenwich service.

Tidal Cruises The official report into the collision of the
MARCHIONESS and BOWBELLE was published in August and is available
from HMSO for £11. As already known, the main cause was the
failure of both vessels' crews to maintain a proper look out;
design faults in both vessels - particulary restricted visibility
from their wheelhouses - were also blamed.

Kennet Cruises, Reading The LANCING offered trips on the
Basingstoke Canal on 10-12 May from Weybridge to Frimley for the
Canal's official reopening.
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SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The hydrofoil service from Portsmouth to Cowes,
which started on 2 August, currently has nine departures daily (ten
at weekends); crossing time is advertised as 35 mins.

Croson Swanage Pier was reopened in time for the main season
which began at the Spring Bank Holiday. In June, bad weather
caused the POOLE BELLE to return her Isle of Wight passengers to
Lymington on several occasions, with the vessel returning light to
Poole.

CHANNEL TSLANDS
Fermain Marine & Catering The FERMAIN VI was sold before the
start of the season and has been running trips from St Helier as the
ST HELTER BELLE.
Trident Charter Co, Guernsey The 72-ft HERM TRIDENT V, in
service for only two seasons, has been advertised for sale by her
designers and is to be replaced by a larger craft.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co A new inter-island launch was named
LYONESSE LADY by the Queen on 12 August at the Lochaber Marine yard
at Fort William. She will replace the GUGH, but will carry only 12
passengers.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Rutland Water Cruises The RUTLAND BELLE, purpose-built for the
lake in 1985, has been offered for sale for £97 500 plus VAT.

NORTH WEST
Montgomery Canal Cruises, Welshpool The business, including
the LINNET, has been offered for sale by the owner, Mr B J Jones.

OBITUARY
Mr S C Smith-Cox, managing director of P & A Campbell Ltd
from 1953 until 1981, has died after a short illness. An
accountant and steamer enthusiast, he took over a company
operating six paddle steamers and heavy losses continued till a
receiver was appointed in 1958. The company was then taken over
by the group later to be best known as owners of Townsend
Thoresen, and they supported operations until 1979; for a final
season in 1980, the BALMORAL was subsidised by the Landmark Trust.
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The 1991 season, now drawing to a close, has brought an

unusual weather pattern. Miserable weather in May and June was
followed by a long fine spell which continued to mid-September.
Most operators did well in the main holiday season. The charter

trade is suffering from the recession and, especially in London,
the evening party trade has not recovered after the MARCHIONESS
disaster.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY was withdrawn from service on

22 September following trouble with the paddle shaft bearings. She
is expected to remain at Southampton for repairs. The BALMORAL's
North Wales programme was curtailed and she replaced the WAVERLEY,
sailing on the Thames, and is to close the Bristol Channel season on
11-13 October.

NORTH EAST
Rolls Royce Limousine Hire, Newcastle, last year bought the AVON
VENTURER from Bristol and renamed her TYNE VENTURER for charter
trips. The owners later bought the DUCHESS M which had gone to
the Tyne last year to serve the Garden Festival at Gateshead.

THAMES
Tonbridge Waterways The 40-ft CAXTON has been advertised for sale
for £27 500 plus VAT.
French Brothers THE NEW PRINCESS OF WALES, sold last winter,
has gone to Scotland; she came to the Thames in 1981 from Cardigan.
Thames Valley Leisure, Maidenhead The MERRIE ENGLAND II has
been repossessed on behalf of creditors and has been advertised for
sale for £120 000.

SOUTH COAST

Cowes Express, operators of a Cowes-Southampton service with air-
cushion craft, have announced plans to buy three car ferries for the
route from the Danish operator Mercandia. The ships are so-called
"Superflex" ferries, built at Sunderland in 1989/90; they are
double-ended ships 314 ft in length and carrying about 300
passengers. Fifteen were built and some have been laid-up since
delivery.

WEST OF ENGLAND
J Thompson, Torquay, last winter bought Condor's Sark tender
CONDOR KESTREL and renamed her SEAWAYS EXPRESS. Fitted with a bar
and certificated for 96 passengers, she has been running trips to
the River Dart. The Thompson family owned Torbay Seaways until
April 1990. The SEAWAYS EXPRESS was offered for sale for £120 000
in September.




TRIP OUT Page 2 October 1991

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries On 19 September, the MOUNTWOOD struck the
landing stage at Liverpool injuring 15 passengers. A fault in the
steering mechanism was thought to be responsible.

MISCELLANY

The former German DUBURG, which arrived in London in 1989,
did not go into service and is now lying in the Surrey Docks where
she is expected to have a static role.

The former Isle of Man steamer MANXMAN closed on
14 September after brief service as a disco and restaurant in
Liverpool's Waterloo Dock. A receiver has been appointed for the
owners, Manxman Leisure, and the ship is to be sold.

A further consultation paper from the Department of
Transport proposes to require anyone in charge of a Class IV, V,
VI or VI(A) vessel to have a boatman's licence, for which there
will be new examinations, and medical and eyesight tests. Some of
these are similar to those required for a licenced waterman in
charge of a boat on the tidal Thames. There will also be new
restrictions on the maximum number of hours which a skipper can
work; these are similar to those for bus drivers (up to 10 hours'
work per day, with specified rest periods).
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November is the month when 'Trip Out' tries to measure the
UK's ten largest excursion fleets, measuring them by gross tonnage
and passenger capacity. The past year has seen the withdrawal of
the ROYAL IRIS from the Mersey, and some reductions in the Thames
fleets. Only vessels used last summer mainly for pleasure trips
are included. Last year's positions are in brackets.

GROSS TONNAGE PASSENGER CAPACITY
1(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 1(1) Salter Bros 2153
2(3) Catamaran Cruisers 1026 2(2) Waverley Excursions 2025
3(4) Woods River Services 760 3(3) Catamaran Cruisers 1883
4(6) Windermere I S Co 622 4(4) Windermere I S Co 1510
5(7) Blue Funnel/Wightline 525 5(5) Bowness Bay Boating 1391
6(5) George Wheeler L. 490 6(6) French Brothers 1242
7(8) Salter Bros 453 7(8) Dart Pleasure Craft 1209
8(9) Tidal Cruises 405 8 (10) Turk Launches 1113
9(10) Voyager Clubs 337 9(7) George Wheeler L. 1038
10(-) City Cruises 325 10(-) City Cruises 994
Waverley Excursions After sailings on the East Coast, the
BALMORAL made an additional trip on 8 October from Eastbourne and
Worthing before finishing her season on the Bristol Channel. She

is now laid-up in Bristol. The WAVERLEY has returned to Glasgow
after repairs at Southampton.

NORTH EAST
Rolls Royce Limousine Hire The AVON VENTURER does not seem to
have been officially renamed TYNE VENTURER for her service on the
Tyne, and has this autumn been offered for sale for £65 000 under
her Bristol name.

THAMES

Services in London reverted to winter timetables on 28 October,
with services between Westminster, Charing Cross, Tower, Greenwich
and the Barrier following the usual pattern.

SOUTH COAST

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole The MAID OF THE LAKELANDS, due

for delivery in the spring, was not accepted and has remained laid-up
at the Bristol yard of her builder, David Abels.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL is scheduled to make
day trips from Poole to Cherbourg on Saturdays from 23 November to
14 December. Her charter is not being renewed this winter and she
will be replaced by the former Brittany Ferries' REINE MATHILDE.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Bryher Boat Services The new vessel FIRETHORN OF BRYHER arrived
from her Wadebridge builders on 5 July and was named in a ceremony
two days later. She has a saloon for 30 passengers amidships with a
wheelhouse and funnel abaft. She can carry 100 passengers.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG made a promotional visit to Bristol
on 1-4 November. She carried passengers from Bideford on
31 October to Clevedon, then on to Bristol. On Sunday 3 November,
she made two short harbour cruises and a well-supported afternoon
cruise to Avonmouth. Her 1992 Lundy timetable has been published
and is similar to this year's, with Ilfracombe sailings from
25 April to 26 September. Day trips from Barnstaple are on
Wednesday 6 May, Sunday 2 August and Monday 31 August. The day
return fare will be £18.95.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Sea Containers, still interested
in taking over the Manx company, have agreed not to make any bid
before 23 January; in the meantime, the companies will discuss
trading links.

MISCELLANY
The former paddler TATTERSHALL CASTLE returned to London in
mid-September after a refit at Chatham, but was still being
refitted internally at the beginning of November.
The former Portsmouth-Ryde vessel BRADING, laid up since 1986,
was arrested in June for non payment of harbour dues, and was sold
in October.
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Waverley Excursions Discount vouchers are again being offered for
travel in the BALMORAL, KINGSWEAR CASTLE and WAVERLEY next season.
The vouchers, giving £5 worth of travel for £4, can be ordered
until 31 March from Mr P Murrell in Bristol; minimum order five
vouchers; send a stamped addressed envelope.

THAMES

Westminster-Kew sailings continued at weekends till at least
24 November.

SOUTH COAST

Blue Funnel Cruises The LEISURE SCENE has been offered for sale
by brokers; she could presumably be sold when the new catamaran
OCEAN SCENE is ready.

Cowes Express claim to have ordered three 199-passenger fast
craft from a Belgian yard with the first due next August. As part
of the deal, a further three craft will go to a Hong Kong owner.
Hurst Castle Ferry & Cruises The WIGHT ROSE was gutted by
fire in November. Built as the FELICITY by her original owners,
Davis of Sandbanks, she spent most of her life on Poole Harbour, but
took part in the Dunkerque evacuation in 1940.

Bournemouth - Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co The floating
bridge was off serice for annual refit at Bolson's Poole shipyard
in the last fortnight of November.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The REINE MATHILDE was handed
over to her new owners, believed to be Americans, at Brest and was
renamed BEAUPORT after a cove in Jersey. She arrived at
Southampton for refitting on 17 October. The Company's original
ship, the CORBIERE, was delivered to new Finnish owners in October
and is currently running between Helsinki and Tallinn, Estonia.
Condor The CONDOR 9 visited London on 26-29 November to be
shown to the travel trade. She made the trip via Dover and used
Tower Pier in London.

WEST OF ENGLAND
W R and R Bindon, Plymouth, have advertised their boats for sale
- the MARINA II for £14 000 and the PLYMOUTH EXPLORER for £45 000;
they say they are looking for larger vessels.
B Curtin, Plymouth, has offered the ZODIAC for sale. She came
to Plymouth from London in July 1989, but spent the 1990 season on
charter to South Western Electricity. This year, she has offered
public restaurant cruises as well as charter trips.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
British Waterways is offering concessions to run a waterbus
service at Hatton near Warwick, and a restaurant boat from
Stratford-upon-Avon.
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NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries The ROYAL IRIS has been sold to a Mr John
Smith, owner of a Warrington night club, who hopes to find a berth
for her as a static entertainment centre on the Mersey. The
master of the MOUNTWOOD at the time of her collision on
19 September has been demoted to a deckhand for six months after
he was held to have been responsible.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Next year, Liverpool sailings
continue all year round. Day trips from Fleetwood will be on

Sunday 24 May, Tuesdays from 23 June to 8 September, and Wednesdays
29 July, 12 and 26 August. There is a day trip from Douglas to
Fleetwood on 6 July.

MISCELLANY

The Department of Transport has published new safety
regulations for passenger vessels, after considering reactions to
earlier proposals (see June 'Trip Out'). The new rules are more
flexible and relate requirements for life saving apparatus to a
vessel's stability. Thus vessels carrying over 250 passengers in
tidal waters will not necessarily have to comply with a "two
compartment standard" (i e, they should stay afloat if two
adjacent hull compartments are flooded), but if they only meet a
"one compartment standard", they will have to carry more
liferafts. The traditional buoyant apparatus will not have to be
completely replaced by inflatable liferafts, except on Class III
ships. The new rules will be imposed over a five-year period,
with the oldest vessels having to be adapted first, before April
1993. The DoT has also clarified how the existing smooth water
(Class V) areas are to be divided into new categories: on shallow
waters such as most English and Welsh canals, the River Ouse above
York and the Thames above Oxford, rules are less stringent than at
present.

The former paddler RYDE QUEEN has been sold to a Mr Ian
Wellcoat who plans to reopen her as a bar, restaurant and museum
next year. He is interested in restoring her in conjunction with
the Paddle Steamer Preservation Society.

The TATTERSHALL CASTLE reopened as a bar and night club in
London in November.
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It is still too early to assess the impact of planned new
safety requirements for passenger vessels. Initial proposals from
the Department of Transport last summer led to alarmist fears of
many vessels being withdrawn and firms being forced out of business.
Revised regulations (see last 1issue) seem less drastic, but some
vessels will need to be rebuilt to survive. Even those which meet
the new stability requirements will need much new life-saving
apparatus: the WAVERLEY, for example, will need inflatable liferafts
for 1080 people to keep her existing Class III certificate. Carrying
all this additional equipment will not only take up valuable space,
but could itself affect vessels' stability. Operators will have to
decide how much equipment they can afford and whether they should
compromise by acceping a lower passenger capacity. On the second-
hand market, vessels which meet the new rules will be much sought
after, while older boats which cannot be adapted easily will be sold
out of passenger service.

Geoffrey Hamer

NORTH EAST
White Rose Line, York, has taken over the business of Hill's
Boatyard and now runs a fleet of six two-deck vessels. The Hill's

business dates back to 1840, and had been owned by Mr M P Irving
since the 1970s. White Rose Line was established by Mr L Howard
in 1977 and the business is now run by his son, Mr John Howard.

THAMES

Campion Launches, Greenwich The Greenwich-Barrier service is
suspended this month while the LONDON BELLE has her annual refit.
Riverbus Partnership The service from Chelsea has increased

and both Chelsea Harbour and Cadogan Pier are served every 20 mins
throughout the day, and boats run through to Greenwich via Charing
Cross, Festival Pier, Swan Lane, London Bridge City, a new Canary
Wharf Pier and West India Dock Pier. Services to the City Airport
Pier have ceased but there are bus connections from Canary Wharf
Pier. There are no weekend services in winter.

Salter Bros Public services this year run from 10 May to

13 September and follow the pattern of last year's. The Marlow-
Henley service runs from 12 July to 30 August. The Reading-Henley
service does not run during the Henley Regatta on 1-5 July, and
Marlow-Windsor-Staines services do not run on 25 May and 30-31
August. Short trips run hourly from Windsor and Oxford from 1 May
to 10 September, and in high-season from Runnymede.

SOUTH COAST

Wightlink 1992 car ferry services are similar to last year's.

On the Lymington route, the three-ship service runs from 11 May to
27 September. On the Portsmouth car ferry service, three ships are
scheduled to run all year, with all four used between 4 July and 5

September.
Cowes Express suspended their hovercraft service at the end of
December when two craft were arrested by creditors. The service

resumed on 6 January after outstanding port dues were paid to
Associated British Ports.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor The Weymouth service runs from 20 March to 9 November this
year; the route carried 260 000 passengers in 1991.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III runs this year
from 10 April to 24 October.

MISCELLANY
On the market in Scotland is the SUMMER QUEEN, formerly the
TRI STAR at Padstow; the owner, Mr MacKenzie of Ullapool, 1is
retiring and is offering his two vessels separately or as a
business.
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The single issue still dominating the plans of shipping
companies and boat operators is the Department of Transport's new
safety regulations which will require considerable extra expenditure
on modifications and lifesaving apparatus even for those vessels
which can easily meet the new requirements. One consequence of this
is that operators have realised the need to join together, and new
associations have been formed in several parts of the country. 'Trip
Out' has been able to help in a small way as the only source of
operators' names and addresses. These associations could help
resolve many problems and perhaps should have been formed years ago.

Geoffrey Hamer

THAMES

Kingswear Castle Excursions This year, afternoon cruises are
offered on Sundays and Wednesdays from 3 May to 20 September, and
on Thursdays and Fridays from 2 July to 18 September. Special
trips include one on 2 May to as many landing places on the river
as possible, 23 May for the Medway Barge Race, 20 June to Snodland,
18 July to Sheerness, 1 August to the ps MEDWAY QUEEN, 29 August
towards Aylesford, and in September to meet the WAVERLEY.

Voyager Clubs The ELIZABETHAN visited the Medway in January when
her annual refit was carried out at Strood.

Riverbus Partnership The first of the new catamarans is named
CONRAD CHELSEA HARBOUR and was carrying out trials in London in
early-February.

SOUTH COAST
Isle of Wight County council Pedestrian fares on the Cowes
floating bridge were abolished on 31 January, and vehicle rates
were increased.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries After completing her CI service,
the ROZEL was refitted at Southampton, but her future employment is
unclear.

WEST OF ENGLAND
V W Bristow, Plymouth, has advertised his DUKE OF EDINBURGH for
sale.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III's season is from
11 April (correcting the last issue) to 24 October, with sailings
from Penzance at 0945 and from St Mary's at 1630. On Saturdays
from 23 May to 5 September, there is a double trip (0630 and 1345
from Penzance). The journey time is now advertised as
2 hrs 40 mins and the single fare is £30, increasing to £35 on peak
Saturdays. The Company hopes to organise a weekend Channel Island
excursion (one scheduled for last November was cancelled by bad
weather) and the Scilly timetable significantly refers to
"SCILLONIAN III or relief vessel".
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MISCELLANY

The Department of Transport has published the dates of the
programme to implement new safety regulations for small passenger
ships. The oldest ships have two years to comply, instead of the
one year originally proposed. Vessels built before 1946 must comply
by 1 April 1994, those built in 1946-70 by 1 April 1995, those
built in 1971-1980 by 1 April 1996, and those built after 1980 must
conform by 1 April 1997.

The floating restaurant ISLAND PRIDE, originally Red
Funnel's MEDINA, was towed from Tilbury to the Medway in November
and is apparently to be broken-up at Rainham.

The MANXMAN reopened in December as the MANXMAN PRINCESS
under a new company, Mid-Nite Entertainment. Still berthed in
Liverpool's Waterloo Dock, she offers two discotheques, six bars
and a restaurant.

1991 visiting figures for the National Trust's most popular
islands were: St Michael's Mount 215 000 (195 000 in 1990) and
Brownsea 110 000 (124 000).
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL will be offering trips for
the Brighton Festival again this year, with an afternoon trip to
Eastbourne and round the Royal Sovereign Light on Saturday 9 May,
an Isle of Wight day trip on the 10th, a day trip to Folkestone
with a French coast cruise on the 11th, and evening cruises on

8 and 9 May.

THAMES

Invicta Line Cruises The CLYDE offers her usual sailings
between the Medway and Southend this year, sailing on Tuesdays and
Sundays in May, then on Tues, Weds, Thurs and Suns from June to
September, and also on Fridays in July and August, and on Bank
Holidays. Saturday trips are offered for special events in
Rochester on 2 and 30 May, and 29 August, and in Southend on 18
July, and 15 and 22 August.

White Horse Ferries The Tilbury ferry carried 254 070
passengers last year, a 12% increase on 1990 and apparently the
best total for seven years.

Livett's Launches The ENCHANTE has been advertised for sale
for £80 000.

SOUTH COAST
The Monopolies & Mergers Commission published its report on

cross-Solent ferries in February (available from HMSO for £13.55).
It concludes that Wightlink, carrying in 1990 71% of passengers and
85% of cars to the Island, has a monopoly but, although its profits
are high, the situation is not against the public interest. 1In
1990, Wightlink carried 5.33 million passengers and Red Funnel 1.52
million. Wightlink's revenue of £31 million (£19 mn from the
Fishbourne service) produced a profit of £6.9 million before
interest charges. The Ryde service broke even, having lost money
in 1986-89. Red Funnel's revenue was £5.6 mn from the car ferries
and £2.3 mn from the hydrofoils, giving a small overall profit.

Red Funnel's car ferries will need to be replaced by 1995 because
of the new safety rules.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries The BEAUPORT began running to
the islands in January, initially for freight only. The HAVELET
has been chartered to Brittany Ferries for four weeks and, still
with her British crew, began running from Plymouth to Roscoff and
Santander in late-February.

Channiland is the reported name of a new French company which is to
run a 200-passenger catamaran named BRITANNIA I from Granville to
Jersey this summer. Part-owners are SNAT, the French partners of
Sealink.

Emeraude Lines are to use a prototype air-cushion catamaran on
their Granville-Jersey service in July.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The inter-island launch GUGH,
replaced last year by the new LYONESSE LADY, has been advertised
for sale for £10 000. The GUGH was built for the Royal Navy in
1944 and had run in the Isles of Scilly for 30 years.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The KING ORRY was at Birkenhead for a
refit costing £1 million from 9 January to 15 February.
Improvements include a new shop and bar.
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Waverley Excursions The 1992 timetable is now available. The
WAVERLEY runs in Scotland from Easter to 5 May, from Liverpool on
9-10 May, on the Bristol Channel from 13 May to 14 June, in
Scotland from 17 June to 31 August, on the South Coast from 4 to 23
September, then in Scotland on 26-28 September; she is not visiting
the Thames or East Coast. The BALMORAL runs on the Bristol Channel
on 2-4 May, from Brighton 8-11 May, North East England 14-18 May,
the Thames from 20 May to 5 June, then on the South Coast till 18
June; on 20-21 June she is chartered by the Isles of Scilly
Steamship Co while the SCILLONIAN III makes an excursion to
Guernsey; on 22 June there is a Padstow-Scilly day trip, then she
is on the Bristol Channel till 25 June, the Irish Sea from 27 June
to 12 July, does an evening charter from Aberdovey on the 13th,
then runs on the Bristol Channel from 14 July to 14 September; she
serves North Wales on 16-23 September, the Thames from 27 September
until a final South Coast trip on 13 October, then the final
Bristol Channel weekend on 16-18 October. New ports of call
include Margate (by the BALMORAL) and Blackpool (by both ships).

On the Bristol Channel, there are Lundy landings on 24 and 25 May
by the WAVERLEY (while the OLDENBURG visits Gloucester) and on
Thursdays from 16 July to 3 September by the BALMORAL.

EAST ANGLIA
Snape Maltings Last summer, the EDWARD ALAN JOHN was bought from
Livett's Launches in London. Built for service on Loch Lomond, she
later ran in Northern Ireland, then as the MAID OF THE ISLANDS at
Poole before going to London. She ran with the LADY MOYRA last
summer while the MY QUEEN II was laid-up awaiting repairs.

THAMES

White Horse Ferries The replacement for the EDITH, a 70-ft
catamaran to carry 95 passengers, is being built at Gravesend with
delivery due in June. Kent County Council is giving a grant of
£75 000 towards the building cost of £330 000.

Livett's Launches The EDWARD ALAN JOHN was sold to Snape Maltings
last summer after five years in London.

Colliers Launches The KING ARTHUR has been advertised for sale
with her Richmond-Hampton Court business for £80 000.

London Waterbus Co (Regent's Canal) Services run daily from

1 April to 31 October, with hourly departures from Little Venice
and Camden Lock, except in October when a limited one-boat service
runs. A day trip is offered on most Saturdays to the River Lea or
to Limehouse.

SOUTH COAST

Brownsea Island is open to the public this year from 1 April
to 11 October (in previous years, it has closed on 30 September).
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Southern Coastcrafts The fleet has a new operator which trades as
Waterfront Ferry. The Hythe service now runs seven days a week,
and off-peak Southampton departures alternate between the Town Quay
and Ocean Village. Sailings from Ocean Village are hourly from
1015 to 2315 (1815 on Sundays), with a break on Mondays to Fridays
when the 1715 and 1815 departures use Town Quay. Off peak fares
are £2 return or £3 for a one-hour cruise.

United Motor Boats, Christchurch The Wick Ferry service did not
run in 1991 after the landing stage on the Wick side of the river
became unsafe. The local authorities are considering financing a
new landing stage.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The HAVELET arrived at Southampton
on 30 March for refit after completing her charter to Brittany
Ferries.
Island Ferries Ltd has been formed by a Mr & Mrs Soane-Sands of
Alderney to provide a service to the island, mainly for freight:
deliveries have been more difficult recently, partly because of the
demise of Torbay Seaways. They have bought the 112-ft, 223-grt
Norwegian car ferry TRONDENES, built in 1965. She could carry 250
passengers, but will be limited to 12 when she begins running from
Alderney to Guernsey and Cherbourg. The French company Sea Fox,
operators of the only passenger vessel serving Alderney, has taken
a share in the new company.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft The new vessel is a catamaran and is named
DEVONAIR BELLE. The name is presumably sponsored by the local
radio station Devonair.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries This year's charter trips on the Manchester
Ship Canal, organised by Co-op Holidaycare, are on 1-2 August and
12-13 September.
National Trust The GONDOLA's 1992 season runs from 1 April to
1 November.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co In 1991, the company earned a
pre-tax profit of £4.1 million (a 24% increase) on turnover of
£24.1 million. A new route away from the Isle of Man is being
considered for the laid-up MONA'S QUEEN.

MISCELLANY
The ISLAND PRIDE, originally Red Funnel's MEDINA, seems
unlikely to be broken-up on the Medway where she was towed last
November. She has been advertised for sale for £78 000 as ideal
for conversion to another restaurant/pub.
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Walk the Plank Marine Theatre Contractors is a new venture which
has bought a 300-ton Norwegian ferry which has been renamed
FITZCARRALDO. Conversion for use as a theatre was carried out
during the winter at Glasson Dock, near Lancaster. The first
performances are for the Brighton Festival, at Brighton Marina on
15-17 May and at Newhaven on 19-21 May. Shows are given alongside
a quay, but she apparently has a Class V passenger certificate.

NORTH EAST
Sunderland Arts Development Agency The former PRINCESS ANNE of
Broads Tours 1s actually named WEAR FERRY and not THE LITTLE
WASTER as previously reported. On 15 April, she sank after being
struck by a cargo ship; nobody was on board the wooden launch which
was later raised by a crane.

THAMES
Summer services from Westminster, Charing Cross, Tower,

Greenwich and the Barrier started on 6 April. Kew and Hampton
Court services began on 17 April. The Port of London Authority has
introduced new five-year Pier Use Contractual Licences for
operators and these have led to several changes. Thompson's
Launches have withdrawn their fleet which is expected to be sold.
The non-landing cruises from Westminster, previously run by M
Britton, D G Moore and Tidal Cruises, are now run by Crown River
Cruises and Westminster Party Boats with the SUERITA and MERCEDES.
Riverbus Partnership have added calls at a new St Katharine

Pier just below Tower Bridge. Weekend services operate from

11 April to 4 October, half-hourly from Greenwich, Canary Wharf, St
Katharine, London Bridge and Charing Cross, with one trip an hour
continuing to Cadogan and Chelsea Harbour. The second of the new
catamarans is named VERBATIM after a firm of computer disc makers.
Current Events THE KING has been advertised for sale by brokers
for £165 000. She is running from Westminster on the upriver
service as usual this year.

French Brothers Public sailings are similar to last year's;
Runnymede-Windsor sailings run from 3 May to 27 September, and the
Hampton Court service from 13 July to 3 September.

SOUTH COAST

Waterfront Ferry The HYTHE HOTSPUR was chartered for an
exhibition in April, and was noted on the 28th in Aldrington Basin,
Hove, in the port of Shoreham.

Red Funnel Ferries are considering ordering a third catamaran and
may charter one until a new one 1s delivered.

Cowes Express was wound up on 15 April, though the chairman claims
the service will be restarted.

Croson The POOLE BELLE ran local trips on 16-26 April, then at
weekends till the Spring Bank Holiday when she starts the Isle of
Wight service, and the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE begins her season.
Sailings are similar to last year's.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

Vedettes Armoricaines have ceased operating from Granville, a
service they started in 1969 with the KEVRENN. It is not clear
whether the firm will run from St-Malo this year.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III's programme
of Sunday excursions includes St Mary's on 10 May, 21 June and
26 July, Land's End on 24 May and 5 July (3hrs for £12), Falmouth
and the River Fal on 14 June and 30 August (8 hrs, £18), Plymouth
and the River Tamar on 12 July (14 hrs, £20), the River Fowey on
9 August (10 hrs, £20), and St Ives on 23 August (7 hrs, £15). The
overnight excursion to Guernsey on 19-21 June costs £35. Evening
cruises (3 hrs, £12) run on Wednesdays from 13 May to 9 September.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Camelot Cruise & Charter, Stratford, operate the 68-ft, 80-
passenger wide-beam restaurant boat LADY OF CAMELOT, built in 1989,
on the River Avon. The business has recently been advertised for
sale for £57 500.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY has been running on the Bristol
Channel since 13 May and continues till the weekend of 13-14 June
when she has charters from Milford Haven and Fishguard. The
BALMORAL, now with a dark green hull, has been running as scheduled
on the south coast, Thames, North East England, etc.

Walk the Plank Marine Theatre Contractors The floating theatre
FITZCARRALDO (see last issue) 1s now known to have been the BJARKJY
from Troms in North Norway; built in 1971, she is 286 grt, 123 ft
long and could carry 100 passengers.

NORTH EAST
Riverside Lodge, Gateshead The owners are in liquidation, and the
catamaran RIVERSIDE LADY has been advertised for sale.

THAMES

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
resumed public trips on 23 May, and sailings follow last year's
pattern: from Gravesend to Greenwich and a cruise through London on
Wednesdays and Saturdays, and to Southend on Thursdays, Fridays and
Sundays; from Southend, she will be offering afternoon cruises to
the River Swale.

Catamaran Cruisers was taken over in the spring by Sodexho, a
French catering company which also owns Bateaux Parisiens (formerly
Vedettes Paris Tour Eiffel), one of the main fleets of passenger
boats in Paris. Catamaran Cruisers began operating in 1968 and has
run from Charing Cross since 1984, but finances have recently been
strained by the effects of the MARCHIONESS disaster and the
recession. The British management will be retained and services
this year are similar to last year's. The fleet's blue hulls have
this year been repainted white.

Thompson's Launches, Westminster As reported last month, the
fleet has been withdrawn from service. The business started in
about 1930 and has remained in the same family. They built four
new boats for the Westminster-Tower service in the 1960s, then the
larger ELEANOR ROSE for the Greenwich service in 1971; the present
fleet was completed in 1978 when the VISCOUNT was converted for

the Greenwich service. 1In recent years, the ELEANOR ROSE has been
used only for the winter service and she thus performed the firm's
final trips in early-April.

Fastwing Travel The THAMES SOVEREIGN has been sold and has left
the Thames, apparently to become a static restaurant. Formerly the
DEUTSCHES ECK on the Rhine, she entered service in London in 1988,
but was laid-up last year.

SOUTH COAST
Wightlink The SOUTHSEA was towed from the River Fal on 5 May to
Newhaven; she had been laid-up in Cornwall for three years.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The ROZEL, which completed a
three-year charter on the CI service last winter, is now on charter
to Spanish operator Compafiia Trasmediterranea and has been running
from Malaga and Almeria to Melilla in North Africa.
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Emeraude Lines In addition to taking over Service Maritime
Carteret Jersey and the PEGASUS, Emeraude Lines last winter bought
out Jersey Portbail Ferries and their MONT ORGUEIL.

Vedettes Armoricaines are no longer operating to the Channel
Islands; the services from both Granville and St-Malo have ceased.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft The builders of the new DEVONAIR BELLE are
Voyager Yachts of Millbrook, Cornwall, who also built the PLYMOUTH
SOUND, and the ROYAL SCOT for Fort Augustus.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries The sale of the ROYAL IRIS to a Warrington
night club owner has fallen through, and she has been sold to a new
group who plan to open her as a restaurant and night club in
Liverpool. She was moved from Birkenhead on 20 May to her new
berth in Stanley Dock.
Bithells Boats, Chester The RAGLAN has been sold and is now
running on Lake Coniston.
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The last few months have brought big changes in London: one
operator 1is now French-owned, one long-established operator has
closed, while the future of the Riverbus fleet is now in doubt. For
years, the London operators had benefitted from trade that left
operators elsewhere in the country green with envy. Expanding
tourist trade, combined with a flourishing charter Dbusiness,
supported a series of new vessels. The Westminster-Greenwich
service was once described to me as a licence to print money. The
MARCHIONESS disaster, coupled with the recession, has changed all
that. This year, Catamaran Cruisers, one of the country's largest
operators, has Dbeen Dbought by a French company, and already
marketing seems to have improved; further changes can be expected,
though an exchange of vessels with Paris would probably not be
practicable. The demise of Thompson's Launches, one of the smartest
fleets at Westminster, is sad, especially as it leaves the graceful
VISCOUNT laid-up. Her beautiful lines, dating from 1908, made her
the fastest conventional Dboat in London and a real asset to the
Greenwich service; we must hope she can find new owners who will not

spoil her. The riverbuses, on the other hand, cannot arouse the
same sentiments. Economically, their future is not too bright, with
a hefty subsidy needed even in the summer months. If they cannot be

retained, there could still be a need for a river service between
the city and docklands, and conventional boats might be able to fill
the gap.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY arrived back in Glasgow on
16 June after her Bristol Channel sailings. The BALMORAL is
currently on the Irish Sea, and begins her main Bristol Channel
season on 14 July.

THAMES

Kingswear Castle Excursions The steamer's Class VI certificate
now allows passengers to be carried between the Medway and the
Thames, and additional trips have been scheduled for 3 August from
Strood to Gravesend and London, returning the next day.

White Horse Ferries The new catamaran was built ashore at
Gravesend and lifted into the river by crane on 4 June. Her name
is GREAT EXPECTATIONS. She was due to enter service on 30 June,
when the EDITH's last crossing at 1130 was to be followed by a
naming ceremony and the inaugural crossing of the new vessel.

Lee & Stort Waterbus Navigation Co The service is operated by the
54-passenger narrow boat WIND IN THE WILLOWS. She is apparently to
be replaced by a larger vessel next year and has been advertised
for sale with delivery in September.

Riverbus Partnership The service, still losing money, was due

to close on 30 June, following the collapse of Olympia & York,
builders of Canary Wharf and main backers of the service. The
administrators of Canary Wharf and other Docklands employers have
agreed to provide £300 000 to keep services running for a further
three months. The second of the new catamarans is named VERITATEM,
not VERBATIM as previously reported.

City Cruises have taken over the ELEANOR ROSE from Thompson's
Launches and she is now running on the Westminster-Tower service.
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SOUTH COAST

Wight Line Cruises The new catamaran, the WIGHT SCENE, has been
delivered from her builders in West Wales, and is being fitted-out
at Cowes.

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole The MAID OF THE LAKELANDS, due in
service last year, has finally been accepted and entered service in
May. She is similar to the MAID OF THE ISLANDS, also built by
David Abels at Bristol, but is longer and has a bar.

R A Hale, Poole A second-hand two-deck vessel has been bought and
named PURBECK LADY.

WEST WALES
Flying Fish Cruises, Pembroke, now trades as Tudor Line Cruises.
Address and telephone are unchanged. Daytime cruises serve Hobbs

Point, Neyland (Brunel Quay) and Milford Marina.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Tamar Belle River Cruises After 16 years at Nottingham, the TAMAR
BELLE is now based at Gunthorpe Marina, ten miles downriver, though
still owned by Mr & Mrs Tizzard. Short public trips are offered at
weekends and during the school holidays on Tuesdays and Fridays. On
Wednesdays in August, she offers a day trip to Newark.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 7 July 1992
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The WIGHT SCENE which recently entered service on the Solent
is not only the largest excursion vessel on the South Coast but, in
terms of passenger capacity, 1s the largest British excursion vessel
built since 1953. With two comfortable saloons and superb open deck
space, she should become a favourite with enthusiasts as well as the
general public, despite her ugly external appearance. The owners
should certainly be congratulated for their enterprise, which is all
the more remarkable in the present recession. Her introduction
should finally squash any pipedreams that the SOUTHSEA might be
restored to service by Wightlink; with a modern 500-passenger ship
available for charter, there is no role for a costly 44-year-old
ship.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL has charters on the Mersey on
15/16 August for the "Tall Ships" event. The WAVERLEY begins her
south coast sailings on 4 September.

EAST ANGLIA
Pennant Cruises The GOLDEN GALLEON was set adrift in the
early hours of 1 August and was damaged striking the Haven Bridge.

THAMES

White Horse Ferries The new ferry is actually named GREAT
EXPECTATIONS C D; the suffix presumably stands for Charles Dickens
and was needed to avoid duplicating another vessel's name. She
measures 68 gross tons. The single fare was increased this month
to £1.60. A bizarre dispute has broken out between the company and
the Crown Estate which owns the ferry rights over whether
passengers can be carried from Tilbury to Gravesend (travel from
Gravesend is not affected); present arrangements will continue to
28 September, by which time there should be a new agreement.

Woods River Services The SILVER MARLIN, laid-up last year, has
been sold for service in Scotland and is apparently on Loch Lomond.
Built in 1966, she was Woods' first saloon vessel and the first
saloon vessel to be built for service in London since 1951.
Riverbus Partnership Services have resumed calling at

Greenland Pier, Rotherhithe.

Crown River Cruises have taken over Thompson's Launches' ALPHA ROSE
and she has been used on the non-landing cruises from Westminster.

SOUTH COAST

Wight Line Cruises The WIGHT SCENE was named on 17 July and
replaced the SOLENT SCENE a few days later. She measures 279 gross
tons and has a Class IV certificate for 500 passengers; there are
three decks, with a large saloon and bar on the main deck and a
saloon with a dance floor on the upper deck; there is ample open
deck space, including a foredeck. She offers trips from Ryde and
the Southsea Piers daily except Saturdays when she is chartered to
Wightlink for Portsmouth-Ryde services. There are no trips from
Sandown, but an innovation this year is a day trip on Mondays to
Yarmouth and the Needles. The SOLENT SCENE, on the market for a
year, 1s currently available for £185 000.
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Wightlink The ST FAITH was advertised to make an evening cruise
from Portsmouth and Ryde to the Cowes firework display on 7 August.
Waterfront Ferry The HYTHE HOTSPUR, now promoted as the
"Flagship" has a charter in Guernsey on 5-6 September, viewing a
power boat race off St Peter Port.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Isle of Sark Shipping Co has advertised both its smaller vessels
for sale with delivery in September - L'ESPRIT DE SERK for £85 000,
and L'ETOILE DE SERK for £75 000.
Herm Seaway Marine has advertised the LADY DOROTHY for sale.

WEST OF ENGLAND
G D H Wilson, Paignton The FANTASIA was taken by road to
Liverpool earlier this year (see below). Mr Wilson bought her from
Gosport in 1989, though she is best known for her years as the
CYRIL LOTTE at Sandown.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG was scheduled to make a second trip
to Clevedon, Sharpness and Gloucester on 26-27 July.
Bath Boating Co The AVON VANITY has been advertised for sale for
£15 000.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
P Richmond, Frampton-on-Severn, has this year begun running the
Waverley Excursions' launch WESTWARD HO from Fretherne Bridge on
the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal. Hourly trips are offered at
weekends, and daily in school holidays.

NORTH WEST
G D H Wilson, Liverpool, is running the FANTASIA (see above) on 45-
minute cruises through the south docks from the Albert Dock. If
this season is a success, Mr Wilson may stay on Merseyside.

MISCELLANY
Southampton City Council has approved plans to berth the
former Isle of Wight ferry BRADING at the Town Quay as a static
night club. The cost of converting her is said to be £1.5 million.
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NORTH EAST
York Marine Services The two vessels have been advertised for
sale - the DUCHESS for £27 500 and the PRINCESS ELIZABETH for
£37 500 - and may be replaced by a larger vessel.

THAMES
Invicta Line Cruises The CLYDE has been chartered for cruises in
The Gambia and is due to sail to West Africa this autumn. Her last

trips to Southend are due on 6 September, and it is not clear whether
she will return next season.

White Horse Ferries The dispute with the Crown Estate has been
settled and the company will continue paying an annual fee of £200
for the ferry rights.

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
has a charter from Southampton on 26 September for the start of a
round-the-world yacht race.

Woods River Services The new owner of the SILVER MARLIN is Mr
Sweeney of Balloch, and she is running on Loch Lomond as a
restaurant boat.

Riverbus Partnership The third of the catamarans being built by
FBM Marine at Cowes is not going to be accepted and has been offered
for sale by the builders.

SOUTH COAST
Amongst vessels attending the start of a round-the-world
yacht race on 26 September are the PRINCESS POCAHONTAS (see above)
and BALMORAL.
Wight Line Cruises The SOLENT SCENE is laid-up at Cowes but
still available for service, and was chartered by Wightlink on
31 August to substitute for one of the Portsmouth-Ryde catamarans.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Condor is now partly owned by TNT, the Australian transport
company. Next year, they plan to introduce a car-carrying "wave
piercing" catamaran. The craft, being built in Tasmania, can
carry 80 cars and 600 passengers at 36 knots.
Island Ferries The TRONDENES arrived at Cherbourg on 31 May
and finally entered service on 21 July. She is scheduled to sail
to Alderney once weekly and to St Peter Port twice weekly. She
has not been renamed and is still registered in Norway, though
having a French crew.

WEST OF ENGLAND
G D H Wilson, Paignton To replace the FANTASIA, now running in
Liverpool, Mr Bolus's OUR QUEEN is now running the Paignton-Brixham
service.
A Hodges, Paignton The CORAL STAR IV now runs a service to
Torquay from Mondays to Thursdays, with a crossing time of 20
minutes. She still makes evening trips to Babbacombe, and goes to
Brixham on Fridays and Sundays.
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Dart Pleasure Craft The DEVONAIR BELLE was delivered last winter

and is running from Dartmouth this season. She is 85 ft long and
has a large, beautifully-furnished saloon on the main deck with a
bar and dance floor, and an open deck above. The forward and aft

parts of the main deck are also open, and have wooden cladding.
She has a Class VI certificate for 250 passengers, covering the
coast from Teignmouth to Start Point. The EDGCUMBE BELLE is again
based at Torquay, running to Brixham.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
S Wide, Bristol The AVON VENTURER II visited Liverpool for the

"Tall Ships" event on 15/16 August.
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The past summer season has Dbrought some very miserable
weather, as readers will not need reminding. A good early summer
led to a wet and windy August and September, and few excursion
operators can have made money this year. The economic recession, in
any case, was already hurting trade at many holiday resorts. As if
these woes were not enough, there is the continuing uncertainty of
the new DoT safety regulations which are likely to involve operators
in much additional expenditure.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY was delayed by bad weather on
her journey south and began her south coast programme on

5 September, one day late. She arrived back in Glasgow on

25 September. The BALMORAL is in the Thames area till 13 October
when she sails to Portsmouth before final Bristol Channel sailings
on 16-18 October. Both ships have had a poor season with a lot of
sailings cancelled by bad weather.

NORTH EAST
Tyne & Wear PTE A new ferry to carry 250 passengers has been
ordered from Swan Hunter at a cost of £1.4 million for delivery
next year.

THAMES

Kingswear Castle Excursions The steamer was on charter in

London on 13 September to follow the yachts starting the "British
Steel Challenge" round the world race.

Riverbus Partnership The administrators of Canary Wharf are to
continue subsidising the service for this month, in the hope that
new financing can be arranged to allow the service to continue.
Explorer tickets, giving a day's unlimited off-peak travel, are now
being offered for only £6.

D G Moore, Westminster The NEW MARY LOUISE was sold earlier this
year after 13 seasons on non-landing cruises from Westminster, and
is now at Poole.

M J Burton, Reading The EMPRESS ALANDA has been advertised for
sale, with or without her present business, for £50 000.

SOUTH COAST

Vessels on charter in the Solent on 26 September to view the
start of the round-the-world yacht race included Brittany Ferries'
ARMORIQUE, Wightlink's ST FAITH, the Gravesend-based PRINCESS
POCAHONTAS, the SHIELDHALL, and many local excursion vessels. The
BALMORAL was not on charter and instead offered a public sailing
round the Island.
R A Hale, Poole The PURBECK LADY, introduced this season, was
the NEW MARY LOUISE at Westminster.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor The two "wave-piercing" catamarans due next year are
the same size as the craft already operated by Hoverspeed, with a
length of 243 ft. The first is due in service between Weymouth,

Guernsey, Jersey and St-Malo in April, and will be followed by a
sister later in the year.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
South Hams District Council have introduced a new car ferry
named THE TOM CASEY; she is propelled by a tug, like the two older
floats, one of which is normally in reserve.

MISCELLANY
A new book published this year is a history of the Isles of
Scilly Steamship Co, 'Bridge over Lyonesse', published by the
company at £5.50. Not a comprehensive history, but with much
interesting information and an excellent selection of photographs,
it gives some understanding of the company which has served the
islands for 72 years.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 6 October 1992



http://www.trip-out.co.uk/

UIRIY QU resserson

As usual, this month brings the 'Trip Out' table of the UK's
top ten excursion operators, measured by gross tonnage and passenger
capacity. Changes since last year reflect the introduction of the
DEVONAIR BELLE and WIGHT SCENE, and further changes in London. Only
vessels in service last summer and used mainly for pleasure trips
have been included. Last year's positions are in brackets.

GROSS TONNAGE PASSENGER CAPACITY
1(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 1(1) Salter Bros 2153
2(2) Catamaran Cruisers 964 2(2) Waverley Excursions 2025
3(5) Blue Funnel/Wightline 824 3(3) Catamaran Cruisers 1576
4(3) Woods River Services 760 4(7) Dart Pleasure Craft 1529
5(4) Windermere I S Co 622 5(4) Windermere I S Co 1510
6(6) George Wheeler L. 490 6(5) Bowness Bay Boating 1391
7(7) Salter Bros 453 7(-) Blue Funnel/Wightline 1248
8(8) Tidal Cruises 405 8(6) French Brothers 1242
9(10) City Cruises 387 9(10) City Cruises 1074
10(9) Voyager Clubs 337 10(8) Turk Launches 1063
Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL completed her end-of-season

sailings on the Thames and Bristol Channel. Whilst on the Thames,
her funnel was repainted red with a black top and gold band.

THAMES
Most services in London switched to winter schedules on

26 October. The winter services from Westminster to Tower and
Greenwich, previously combined, are now separate, each service
running every 40 minutes. The Westminster-Barrier service
finishes for the winter on 8 November. A limited up-river service
to Kew and Hampton Court continued till at least 1 November, with
the COCKNEY SPARROW offering a departure from Westminster at 1100.

Riverbus Partnership The administrators of Canary Wharf are to
continue subsidising the service for another month, until

30 November. Services are daily, with a half-hourly frequency at
weekends.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries Two new double-ended car ferries to replace
the COWES CASTLE and NORRIS CASTLE have been ordered from the
Ferguson yard at Port Glasgow. Costing a total of £16 million,
each will be 269 ft long and will carry 700 passengers and 140
cars. Delivery is due in the spring of 1994 and early 1995.

Croson The POOLE BELLE and BOURNEMOUTH BELLE were both on charter
from Southampton on 26 September for the start of the round-the-
world yacht race. The POOLE BELLE was then laid-up for the winter,
but the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE continued running from Bournemouth till
the end of October.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The BEAUPORT is offering day trips
from Poole to Cherbourg on Saturdays until Christmas at a fare of
£19.50. Tickets are still available for 21 and 28 November, and
5, 12 and 19 December.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
T Sandham, Evesham, has bought the DOREEN from the Calder
Navigation Society. Originally on Windermere, she has been
operated by the Society on the Yorkshire waterways for the past 23
years, latterly limited to 12 passengers. She was taken by road
from Sowerby Bridge to Evesham on 17 September.
Cherwell Valley Cruises The business has been advertised for
sale with the owner's ill health given as the reason.
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Waverley Excursions Provisional plans for next year see the
WAVERLEY running in Scotland from 24 April to 4 May, then on the
Bristol Channel to mid-June, on the Clyde till end-August, on the
South Coast from 3 to 25 September, then on the Thames, and
finishing on the Bristol Channel in October. The BALMORAL starts
her season on the Thames on 1 May, then works her way round the
country, including Brighton Festival trips in mid-May, a naval
review off North Wales to commemorate the "Battle of the Atlantic"
on 26 May and a "tall ships" meeting on the Tyne in mid-July; she
then goes to the Bristol Channel, finishing on the Clyde on 27
September.

THAMES

Invicta Line Cruises The CLAIREST's passenger certificate was
withdrawn on 1 October and the Medway "riverbus" service has been
suspended. The owners and skipper have both been prosecuted over
safety matters and the local authority has been considering whether
to continue subsidising the service.

Riverbus Partnership Daily services are continuing this month,
including weekends.

SOUTH COAST

R A Hale, Poole Following the introduction of the PURBECK LADY
this year, two of the older open launches have been offered for
sale.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries There has been a 5% fall in
passenger traffic this year, despite some promotional fares, and
the traffic will be handled by the BEAUPORT alone next year. The
HAVELET is to be sold and replaced by a freight-only ship; until
then, she will carry only freight and, to reduce costs, she will
have a Polish crew.

Condor Car-carrying services start on 1 April, with one round
trip daily to Weymouth from Jersey at 0905 via Guernsey, leaving
Weymouth at 1410. The second craft enters service on 15 May and is
based at Weymouth, making two round trips daily, leaving at 0700
and 1545. The single passenger fare is £40, and a day excursion is
available for £35. It is not clear yet whether vehicle services
can be offered from St-Malo.

Channiland The subsidiary of French Sealink company SNAT,

which ran from Granville to Jersey last summer, plans to open
services from St-Malo next season.

WEST OF ENGLAND
GH & WG Pill, Falmouth Three unspecified vessels from the
fleet have been advertised for sale.




TRIP OUT Page 2 December 1992

Isles of Scilly Steamship Co Next year, the SCILLONIAN III runs
from 3 April to 30 October, normally at 0915 from Penzance (30 mins
earlier than this year) and 1630 from St Mary's; a double trip
(0630 and 1345 from Penzance) is offered on nine Saturdays (29 May
to 12 June, and 24 July to 28 Aug), but on other Saturdays till 9
October, sailings are at 1100 from Penzance and 1500 from St
Mary's. From 11 October, sailings are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Fridays and Saturdays only. There are four Sunday trips to St
Mary's - on 30 May, 27 June, 1 August and 5 September - plus a
birdwatching cruise on 15 August. The single fare is unchanged at
£30, but last season's peak Saturday fare of £35 has been dropped.

WEST WALES
Marine & Port Services, Milford Last summer, the MISS SERENITY,
previously at Torquay, was operated on Milford Haven. She has now

been offered for sale for £60 000. One of the firm's smaller tug/
passenger vessels 1s also on the market.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Trent Navigation Cruises, Nottingham This new operator introduced
the BRIDLINGTON QUEEN on charter work last summer. She has
previously operated from Bridlington, on the Firth of Tay, from
Boscombe and on the Tyne. This autumn, she is again on the market.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The KING ORRY, carrying 370
passengers from Liverpool, ran aground off Formby Point on

14 November after suffering steering problems. She was refloated
after over three hours and was towed to Liverpool where she was dry
docked the next day. The LADY OF MANN was brought out to replace
her, but damage was not serious. Schedules for next season are

not due to be released till late January.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 6 December 1992



http://www.trip-out.co.uk/

WY QUL —

THAMES
Tilbury Riverside station has closed. The last regular

trains ran on 28 November.

Kingswear Castle Excursions The steamer carried 31 942 passengers
on 122 operating days last season up to 11 October, and revenue was
£97 313. The owning company, Paddle Steam Navigation Ltd, has been
renamed Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust Ltd, and the
operating company has become Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust
(Trading) Ltd. This year, public afternoon cruises run on Sundays
and Wednesdays from 2 May to 26 September, and on Thursdays and
Fridays from 1 July to 17 Sep. Special trips include landings at
Snodland on 24 April and 24 July, day trips from Strood to Southend
on 12 June and 14 August, a trip to London on 25/26 June, and a
trip from Southend to the MEDWAY QUEEN on 21 August.

Current Events have ceased trading and THE KING is to be sold on
behalf of the Admiralty Marshal; closing date for offers is

12 January.

Thompson's Launches One of the vessels built in the mid-1960s has
been advertised for sale for £85 000; the BERTRAM ROSE, DELTA ROSE
and PRINCESS ROSE were all laid-up last year.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries The BEAUPORT runs daily next
summer from 1 April to 31 October at 2100 from Poole to Guernsey
and Jersey, returning at 0945 from Jersey, 1215 from Guernsey.
Single passenger fare is £35, with returns from £55.

Condor The CONDOR 9 is to be sold following the introduction of
car-carrying craft, and the asking price is reportedly about £5.75
million.

Island Ferries The TRONDENES began a fortnightly service from
Alderney to Weymouth in December. In summer, up to 12 passengers
will be carried. On 6 January, she had mechanical problems when
arriving at Weymouth and sank three yachts.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG's 1993 programme is similar to last
year's. Ilfracombe sailings run from 1 May to 29 September, while
there are two trips from Barnstaple, on Sundays 22 August and
19 September. The day return fare is now £19.95.
S Wide, Bristol, has advertised the business, including the AVON
VENTURER II, for sale, giving retirement as the reason.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Sea Containers have proposed using
the LADY OF MANN for a service between Seattle, USA, and Victoria,
Canada. It is not clear what would replace her on the Isle of Man
service.
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The "sea cat" catamarans have stayed in the news since the
first, the HOVERSPEED GREAT BRITAIN managed to gain the Atlantic
Blue Riband as a publicity stunt in 1990. This summer, craft of
this type may be serving both the Channel Islands and Isle of Man,
so 1t is perhaps time to look at their performance. The HOVERSPEED
GREAT BRITAIN ran unsuccessfully from Portsmouth to Cherbourg, then
went to Dover until getting a charter in South America this winter.
The HOVERSPEED FRANCE left Dover for a charter in Italy last summer,
and next summer 1s to run 1in Scandinavia. The SEACAT TASMANIA
spends the summer at Dover, but returns to Tasmania for our winter.
It is clear from all these moves that the craft have yet to find
routes where they can consistently make money. They suffer from the
drawbacks of all fast craft, including unreliability in bad weather;
furthermore, on short routes their speed advantage is often lost in
berthing delays, while on longer routes, they suffer from a lack of
amenities such as restaurants and overnight accommodation. Perhaps
they can find a role, but those in both the Isle of Man and the
Channel Islands who believe "sea cats" will revitalise their tourist
trade may well be disappointed.

Geoffrey Hamer

EAST ANGLIA

Pennant Cruises, Potter Heigham The business has been sold to
Broads Tours, following the collapse of the parent company, the
Mowat Group, last September.

THAMES

White Horse Ferries The first of a planned fleet of 12-passenger
"river taxis" to run between Gravesend and Wandsworth has been
named EBENEZER SCROOGE. The firm also plans to build 120-passenger
craft to run from Gravesend to London.

Riverbus Partnership carried about 670 000 passengers in 1992,
compared with 400 000 in 1991.

Current Events THE KING has been sold and sailed to the Medway on
29 January, berthing at the Medway Marina at Borstal near
Rochester. She had operated on the Thames for 90 years, mostly on
the upriver service from London and Richmond, but achieved fame for
visiting Dunkerque in 1940. Her new owners and their plans for her
are not yet known.

Salter Bros This year's services run from 16 May to 12 September,
and follow a similar pattern to recent years' with the exception of
the Marlow-Windsor service which has been withdrawn. Instead,
there are two round trips daily from Windsor to Maidenhead, but no
regular services between Maidenhead and Marlow. The Marlow-Henley
service runs from 11 July to 29 August. The Reading-Henley service
is suspended from 30 June to 4 July for the Royal Regatta. Both
services from Windsor are suspended on Bank Holidays 31 May and
29-30 August. Short trips are offered from Oxford, Marlow, Windsor
and Runnymede.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries The BEAUPORT was refitted at
Southampton, arriving there on 10 January. Brittany Ferries'
freight ferry PURBECK made some sailings from Poole to the islands
during her absence.

Condor Only one of the two car-carrying catamarans planned for
this season can now be delivered in time, so a revised timetable is
to be issued.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The Government of British Columbia
has rejected Sea Containers' proposal to use the LADY OF MANN for a
Victoria-Seattle service. Her place on Manx routes would have been

taken by one of Hoverspeed's "sea cats", and it was these proposals
which delayed publication of the Steam Packet Co's 1993 schedules.
Timetables for the Heysham, Fleetwood and Dublin routes were
finally published in January, but details of Liverpool and Belfast
services have still to be announced as there is a possibility of
"sea cat" services on these routes, using a craft from Hoverspeed's

Belfast-Stranraer route. Day trips from Fleetwood to Douglas are
on Sunday 30 May, and on Tuesdays from 29 June to 7 September.
There is a Douglas-Fleetwood day trip on 5 July (Tynwald day). The

day return fare for these trips is £25.
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NORTH EAST
J T Hewitt, Hull, is advertising cruises from Hull and Grimsby in a
150-passenger vessel named HELENA.

THAMES

Riverbus Partnership Finance of £1.75 million has been negotiated
from riverside property companies, etc, to allow the service to
continue for the whole of 1993. Services will make additional
calls at Butlers Wharf, Bermondsey, and the Scandic Crown Hotel,
Rotherhithe, and the third 82-ft craft, completed last year at
Cowes but not accepted, is to be purchased to join the fleet.
Colliers Launches The CLIFTON CASTLE, based at Westminster for
Kew and Hampton Court sailings, has been offered for sale by
brokers with her existing business for £90 000. Mr Collier also
runs the CONNAUGHT from Westminster, and the KING ARTHUR from
Richmond, which was similarly offered for sale last year.

SOUTH COAST

Wightlink Following a decision to lay-up the ST HELEN this year
and make her available for charter, Stena Sealink Line have
proposed to charter her for a rival service between Portsmouth and
Fishbourne. Wightlink have, of course, refused and claim the plan
is linked to a dispute between Stena and Wightlink's parent, Sea
Containers, over the use of the port of Holyhead.
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co A new chain ferry has
been ordered from Richard Dunston of Hessle, North Humberside, for
delivery by the end of this year. ©Unlike the present ferry (NO.3),
she will have a name - BRAMBLE BUSH BAY, a cove near Shell Bay.

She will carry 300 passengers and 48 cars, 20 more than No.3.

Total cost, including rebuilding the slipways and chains, is £4
million.

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole Several boats were used on

3 February to run cruises to witness the felling of two chimneys of
the closed Poole Power Station.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries Brittany Ferries' ARMORIQUE was
used on the service in early February during the BEAUPORT's
absence.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Bryher Boat Services The COMMODORE remained in service after the
delivery of the new FIRETHORN OF BRYHER in 1991, but was limited to
12 passengers instead of her previous 100. A veteran of the
Dunkerque evacuation, she has now been placed on the market for
£7500.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

Waverley Excursions Calls are to be introduced at a new jetty at
Knightstone, Weston-super-Mare, accessible at high water. The
WAVERLEY is to make the first call on 26 May.




TRIP OUT Page 2 March 1993

South Glamorgan County Council is to cease support for the Flat
Holm Project and, unless money can be found elsewhere, the island
will close at the end of this month and the staff will become

redundant.

NORTH WEST
The Roland Botel, Burscough The business, owned since 1990 by Mr

and Mrs W Morris, has been offered for sale.
National Trust The GONDOLA's 1993 season runs from 1 April to

31 October.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The 1993 timetable was finally issued

in February and shows services run by the KING ORRY and LADY OF
MANN with no "sea cat" services. Liverpool services are four times
weekly in the peak season with one of these taken by the KING ORRY.

MISCELLANY
The National Trust's 1992 visiting figures for its islands

were: St Michael's Mount 198 000 (215 000 in 1991); Brownsea
97 000 (110 000); Farne and Lundy, under 50 000.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 7 March 1993



http://www.trip-out.co.uk/

WY QUL

Waverley Excursions Schedules for both ships were published

in March, and follow the outline in the December 'Trip Out'. The
WAVERLEY sailed from Glasgow to Greenock on 31 March for dry
docking, and is due to start her season on the Clyde on 9 April.
Amongst new ports of call this year are Colchester, Walton-on-the-
Naze, Totland Bay, Weston-super-Mare, Cardiff and Morecambe.

EAST ANGLIA

Pennant Cruises The GOLDEN GALLEON is not involved in the take-
over by Broads Tours and it is not clear whether she will operate
this year.

Viscountess Marine, Ely, have ceased trading; the fate of the
veteran VISCOUNTESS BURY is not known.

THAMES

Invicta Line Cruises The CLYDE is not returning from The Gambia
this year. She had operated between the Medway and Southend for
the past eight seasons.

R E Hewing, Grove Ferry The business has been taken over by the
Grove Ferry Inn who have renamed the vessel GROVE FERRY.

Woods River Services The SIR RICHARD GRENVILLE is to be renamed
SILVER BONITO.

Livett's Launches have bought the ELIZABETHAN from the Virgin Group
and will continue to use her for charters in London.

Catamaran Cruisers The SYDNEY HULL has been destroyed by fire;
the accident is believed to have occured during her winter refit.
The EIFFEL STAR, a 131-ft restaurant boat from the associated
Bateaux Parisiens, was transported from the Seine to the Thames in
March and has begun running as the SYMPHONY.

Crown River Cruises The ALPHA ROSE, bought from Thompson's
Launches last year, has been renamed SARAH KATHLEEN.

Thames Valley Leisure, Maidenhead The MERRIE ENGLAND II, laid up
since the firm's failure, has been sold for service on the Trent.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Isle of Sark Shipping Co L'ESPRIT DE SERK and L'ETOILE DE SERK
are being replaced by a second-hand vessel to be named SARK
VENTURE .

Channiland plan to use a 350-passenger catamaran named SAINT-MALO
for their new service from St-Malo to St Helier.

WEST OF ENGLAND
W R Bindon, Plymouth The MARINA ITI was sold last year to Castle
Line Cruisers of York who have renamed her THE STAR.
Polruan Ferry Co, owned for the past ten years by Mr A Ferrari, was
taken over in January by C Toms & Son, operators of the Fowey-
Bodinnick ferry. Mr Ferrari will continue to run excursions from
Fowey with the 28-passenger TROY, built in 1991.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is making another trip to Gloucester
this year, on 27-28 June.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Sherwood line, Nottingham, will take delivery in May of the LADY
LOXLEY, a 70-ft boat carrying 75 passengers. She will offer full
restaurant facilities and will be able to cruise down the Trent as
well as on the Nottingham canal.
Trent Cruising, Nottingham This new operator has bought the
MERRIE ENGLAND II which was transported by road from the Thames and
renamed TRENT LADY for restaurant cruises from Nottingham.

NORTH WEST
S & G Salt, Manchester The PRINCESS KATHERINE has been advertised

for sale for £170 000.
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THAMES

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co Following the withdrawal
of Invicta Line Cruises' CLYDE, the PRINCESS POCAHONTAS will be
offering trips on Thursdays and Sundays from Southend to Strood in
addition to her usual service from Gravesend to Southend.

Tidal Cruises Boats on the Westminster-Barrier service now make
intermediate calls at Canary Wharf.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Sailings to Kew and
Hampton Court resumed on 5 April. Following the sale of Current
Events' THE KING, only six boats are running this year.

Woods River Services The SILVER BONITO is operating on charter to
Evan Evans Tours this summer, making cruises from Charing Cross and
Lambeth Piers in connection with coach tours.

Catamaran Cruisers The SYMPHONY is being operated under the name
Bateaux London from Temple Pier (between Waterloo and Blackfriars
Bridges). "Gourmet dinner cruises" are being offered for £46 while
cruises with afternoon tea start at £20.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Emeraude Lines are introducing services to Alderney this year, from
Dielette. The SOLIDOR 2 is due to visit St-Quay-Portrieux on
5-6 May in connection with a yacht race. The French Government is
giving the company a grant of Fr 3 million (about £370 000) this
year. A fast car ferry has been ordered for delivery next year
from Leroux & Lotz. The 217-ft aluminium craft, to be built at St-
Malo, will carry 400 passengers and 42 cars at 32 knots and will
offer up to three sailings to Jersey and one to Guernsey daily.
Condor The new CONDOR 10 is now in service, running twice daily
from Weymouth. The CONDOR 9 is continuing to run from St-Malo via
Jersey and Guernsey to Weymouth.

WEST OF ENGLAND
B Curtin, Plymouth The ZODIAC has been offered for sale on behalf
of the Sheriff of Devon in order to pay creditors.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is making a day trip from Ilfracombe
to Watchet on 30 May.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
English Heritage Cruises, Gloucester Mr Graham Thompson, former
owner of Torbay Seaways, 1s to run a new mock-Mississippi steamer
named DUKE OF GLOUCESTER on cruises on the River Severn and
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal. The vessel, built at Sharpness, has
27 two-berth cabins. Cruises are offered from 28 May to
10 September, leaving on Fridays for a 2-night cruise to
Tewkesbury, and on Sundays for a 4-night cruise to Worcester and
Slimbridge. Fares, including meals, start at £130.
Droitwich Canals Trust The SABRINA is now operated by
Worcestershire Canal Cruises, owned by boatbuilders J L Pinder &
Son of Bromsgrove. The vessel continues to run charter trips on
the Droitwich Barge Canal, but public trips are no longer offered.
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NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries This year's Manchester Ship Canal trips,
organised by Co-op Holidaycare, are on 4 and 5 September.
Greater Manchester PTE The Cadishead-Partington ferry across the
Manchester Ship canal is due to close in June.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The KING ORRY is to be transferred
from Bahamian registry to the Manx flag. A new company,

Folkestone-Boulogne Ferries, plans to charter the MONA'S QUEEN
which would be refitted and renamed before entering service to
France on 15 June, making three trips daily. The monthly charter
fee is £90 000, though finance for the project is still to be
finalised.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY continues on the Bristol Channel
till 12 June, while the BALMORAL is on the Irish Sea, following
Thames and South Coast sailings. Amongst cancellations was the
BALMORAL's cruise (fare £50) to the "Battle of the Atlantic" Naval
Review on 26 May when there was a gale.

THAMES
London Borough of Greenwich There was a fire on the ERNEST BEVIN
on 9 May, but it was put out by the fire brigade without causing
any major damage.
Catamaran Cruisers The NATICIA, running to Greenwich on 18 May,
began taking water in her port engine room; 3 ft of water was
pumped out and her passengers landed safely. She has since resumed
service.

SOUTH COAST

Blue Funnel Cruises has been placed in administrative receivership,
but is continuing to trade under the management of Mr Hogg and his
step-daughter. The failure is blamed on the long delay in the
delivery of the new OCEAN SCENE.

Croson The POOLE BELLE entered service at Easter and on 28 April
was the Admiral's Barge in the ceremony of beating the bounds of
Poole Harbour. The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE was due in service at the end
of May when the POOLE BELLE opened the Isle of Wight service.
Sailings are similar to last year's, except for a new Sunday
morning cruise from Swanage to the Dorset Lakes and Bournemouth,
returning to Swanage in the afternoon.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Emeraude Lines The recently-ordered fast car ferry will replace
the SOLIDOR 2 after just five years on the service. The new craft
will offer three daily services from St-halo to Jersey, crossing in
1 hour 5 mins, and a daily direct service to Guernsey, taking 1 hr
45 mins.

WEST OF ENGLAND
G D H Wilson, Paignton The RIVIERA ROSE, bought last winter, was
the LADY JANE RITCHIE, a 45-ft wooden vessel built by Ritchie Bros
at Gourock in 1947 and operated by them on the Clyde. She had been
laid-up ashore for several years before being bought by Captain
Wilson and refitted at Liverpool in the spring.
Smuggler's Cottage of Tolverne The HEATHER, used for trips from
Falmouth, is apparently being replaced by a larger boat and has
been offered for sale for £7000.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
South Glamorgan County Council is to continue funding the Flat Holm
Project which was threatened with closure in March. Day trips to
the island are available this season at a fare of £7.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Tamar Belle River Cruises, Nottingham The TAMAR BELLE is based at
Gunthorpe again this season, but public afternoon cruises last one
hour instead of thirty minutes, and pass through Gunthorpe Lock;
trips are at 1400 and 1515 on Sundays and Bank Holidays, and also
in school holidays on Fridays.

NORTH WEST
During the commemorative events for the Battle of the
Atlantic on Merseyside from 27 to 31 May, cruises were offered from
Seacombe by the ISLANDER S. She was built in 1946 as 'Fairmile B'
naval launch ML 920 and later became a yacht before taking her
present identity in 1990. Her owners are Islander Marine (Ireland)
Ltd of Strangford, Co Down, but her Mersey cruises were promoted by
the Borough of Wirral.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN struck the Battery
Pier at Douglas on the afternoon of 2 June and had to be

withdrawn for temporary repairs to her bow, disrupting traffic to
the island for the TT Races. She resumed on the 5th. The charter
of the MONA'S QUEEN to Folkestone Boulogne Ferries has still not
been finalised but they plan to begin operating in early July. The
ship would be renamed LA BOULOGNAISE.
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NORTH EAST
Tyne & Wear PTE The new ferry has been launched by Swan Hunter as
the PRIDE OF THE TYNE. Reportedly measuring 222 gross tons, she
will replace the FREDA CUNNINGHAM.

EAST ANGLTA
Snape Maltings The veteran MY QUEEN II, previously at Torquay
then Saundersfoot, has been broken up; trips are run by the EDWARD
ALAN JOHN, assisted by the LADY MOYRA.

THAMES

Invicta Line Cruises have ceased trading, with the departure of the
CLYDE and withdrawal of the CLAIREST's waterbus service. Latest
news of the CLYDE is that her charter in The Gambia has ended and
that she may return to this country to be sold.

Tidal Cruises, Westminster The ROYAL PRINCESS struck Southwark
Bridge whilst travelling from Greenwich to Westminster at high
water on the afternoon of 4 July, damaging her roof and injuring
seven passengers with broken glass and debris.

STRAITS OF DOVER

Folkestone Boulogne Ferries now claim that the service will start
in late-July. The MONA'S QUEEN's new name is LA BOULONNAISE, not
as shown last month.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The first of the new car ferries, due in the
spring of 1994, is to be named RED FALCON, following the pattern
established with the RED JET catamarans.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries In a late change of plans, the
HAVELET is carrying passengers again this summer, with additional
British crew engaged to augment her Polish deck crew.

Channiland The new catamaran SAINT-MALO was built by Marinteknik
at Oregrund, Sweden; she is 136 ft long, measures about 400 grt,
and has a speed of 36 knots. She was named at St-Malo on 10 June.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company As an experiment, the Ilfracombe-Lundy trip on
6 July started from Watchet at 0800, with passengers being returned
there by coach in the evening. Further trips may be offered from
Watchet.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Bickerline, Worcester The MARIANNE, together with her business,
has been advertised for sale for £80 000, with retirement given as
the reason.
Tamar Belle River Cruises, Nottingham The business has been
offered for sale by the owners, Mr & Mrs Tizzard.
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MISCELLANY
The ST GERRANS, built in 1927 for the Falmouth to St Mawes
service, and later used at Eastbourne, London and Gourock, has been
converted to a motor yacht at Troon, with new engines and an
aluminium superstructure.
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL is now back on the Bristol
Channel. She successfully followed the start of the Tall Ships
Race from the Tyne on 17 July, but revenue from both ships this
season has apparently been below expectations. The WAVERLEY is due
to begin her South Coast sailings on 3 September.

THAMES

Catamaran Cruisers The boats now call at St Katharine Pier in
addition to Tower Pier on trips from Charing Cross to Greenwich.
The restaurant boat SYMPHONY, which arrived in London in March, was
built in 1989 as the HYDRASTAR for service from Nantes on the
Rivers Erdre and Loire. In August 1990, she was transported from
the west coast of France to the Seine where she ran in Paris as the
EIFFEL STAR.

Riverbus Partnership Funding of £1.75 million has finally been
agreed to keep the service going - but only as long as the money
lasts. Delivery of the D H L WORLDWIDE EXPRESS, completed at Cowes
last year, is expected shortly. The firm's operational base has
been moved from West India Dock Pier to a new pier at Trinity Buoy
Wharf, Blackwall, but there are no passenger services to the new
pier.

Thames Pleasure Craft A new company, South Bank Cruises, has been
formed jointly with Mega Travel, a Kings Cross travel agency, to
run cruises from Festival Pier. Hourly sightseeing cruises are
being offered by the CAPTAIN JAMES COOK.

STRAITS OF DOVER

Folkestone Boulogne Ferries have failed to agree a charter of the
MONA'S QUEEN, but later claimed to be negiotiating a charter

of the Italian LILLY R, originally Brittany Ferries' PENN AR BED.
They hope to start the service by the August Bank Holiday weekend.

SOUTH COAST

A 12-passenger boat named THE ELSIE MAY is advertised as
operating between Bodiam and Newenden on the River Rother on the
Kent/Sussex border.
Wight Line Cruises are again offering a day cruise on Mondays
from Ryde and Southsea to Yarmouth and the Needles, but passengers
are returned from Cowes by coach and hovercraft.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co After having a royal blue hull last
year, the SCILLONIAN III again has a white hull, but the funnel is
still blue with a version of the company's house flag.
St Mary's Boatmen's Association Mr John Hicks has withdrawn his
SWORDFISH II from the Association and rebuilt her with a
saloon, bar and upper deck to carry up to 12 passengers on cruises
around the islands. The secretary of the Association is now Mr D
Badcock.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
English Heritage Cruises, Gloucester, did not get royal permission
to use the name DUKE OF GLOUCESTER, so the vessel is named OLIVER
CROMWELL. She was built on the hull of a Dutch barge and is 137 ft
long. On several weekends, instead of the advertised two-night
cruises, she has been offering one-night cruises or a Saturday day
trip to Slimbridge and a Sunday lunch cruise.
Unknown, Gunthorpe The ST HELIER BELLE, which ran from Jersey in
1991, is now offering short trips on the River Trent from Gunthorpe
in competition with the TAMAR BELLE.

NORTH WEST
Coniston Ferry Services began running last year with the RAGLAN
from Chester, renamed RUSKIN. Round trips take 45 minutes, serving

Coniston, Waterhead and Brantwood.

MISCELLANY

The DEVONIUN, operated by Torbay Seaways from 1986 to 1990,
has finally been sold to Greeks. She left Ipswich, where she had
been laid-up since November 1990, on 1 June under her new name of
ILLYRIA and reached Pireas two weeks later.

The former Norwegian ferry BJARKZY, which toured Britain last
year as the floating theatre FITZCARRALDO, is not operating this
year, but the owners hope to get sponsorship for 1994. Amongst
ports visited last year were London, Brighton, Falmouth, Bristol,
Cardiff, Manchester, Barrow, Whitehaven and Maryport.
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The demise of the Riverbus service in London is hardly a
surprise in view of the heavy losses incurred, though the firm had
only recently announced new financial Dbacking. There 1is a long
history of similar failures going back to the London County
Council's fleet of paddle steamers in 1905, followed by hydrofoils
and hovercraft in more recent years. All suffered from having much
higher running and maintenance costs than trains and buses. There
might be a limited role for a Thames commuter service on a short
route where there is no alternative public transport, but anything
more ambitious is likely to meet the same fate as the Riverbus and
its forebears.

I do not normally criticize other publications here (after
all, we all make mistakes), but I cannot resist quoting this from a
recent newsletter of the Coastal Cruising Association: "OLDENBURG
operated an afternoon tour from Watchet and Minehead across Exmoor
to Ilfracombe." What is it supposed to mean ?

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY began her South Coast sailings
as scheduled on 3 September after a smooth voyage from the Clyde.
The landing stage at Portsmouth Harbour station is being used
instead of Clarence Pier, with departure times unchanged.

Following the cancellation of a charter, the WAVERLEY is offering a
public trip on 25 September from Southampton and Portsmouth to view
the start of the Whitbread round-the-world yacht race.

NORTH EAST
J T Hewitt, Hull Although public trips were advertised from Hull
and Grimsby, the HELENA's entry into service has been delayed.

THAMES

Riverbus Partnership ceased operating on the evening of 20 August
and the fleet of ten catamarans is to be sold. All are laid-up at
Blackwall. The Port of London Authority hopes to find another
operator to run some sort of commuter service on the River.

Thames Steamers is marketing three steamboats, mainly for charter
work: the ALASKA, built in 1883 and at one time owned by Salters,
now carrying 36 passengers; the ECLIPSE, formerly run by Parr from
Kingston, now limited to 12 passengers; the SWIFT, a modern vessel

carrying 20 passengers. The SWIFT runs public sailings in the
Windsor area at weekends.
Thames Cruises, Radcot The business, owned for the past four

years by Mr & Mrs G Towersey, has been advertised for sale for

£45 000 plus VAT.

Kennet Cruises, Reading The LANCING is offering special day trips
on the Grand Union and Regent's Canals between 25 September and

10 October, visiting Brentford, Slough, Little Venice, Limehouse,
Uxbridge, Watford, Hemel Hempstead, Tring and Aylesbury.

STRAITS OF DOVER
Folkestone Boulogne Ferries have still not agreed a charter of a
ship and seem unlikely to start a service this year.
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SOUTH COAST
Bournemouth Pier was closed for the day on 13 August after an

IRA bomb was found. Clarence Pier at Southsea is now in a very
poor state, but is still being used by Mursell & Kemp and Wight
Line Cruises; neither the Gosport Ferry's SOLENT ENTERPRISE nor the
WAVERLEY is calling this year. The remains of piers at Shanklin
and Ventnor have both been completely demolished

Hurst Castle Ferry & Cruises have bought the MAID OF THE HARBOUR
from Harveys; she has not been renamed but now has a dark blue
hull.

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole Following the sale of the MAID OF
THE HARBOUR, four vessels have been in service this season, while
the MAID OF BROWNSEA is laid-up.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
See above for Kennet Cruises' special trips on the Grand

Union and Regent's Canals.

NORTH WEST
Windermere Iron Steamboat Co was sold on 24 May by Sea Containers
to the Bowness Bay Boating Co. The SWAN, SWIFT, TEAL and TERN came
under Sea Containers' ownership in 1984 with the Sealink fleet.

MISCELLANY
The former Mersey ferry ROYAL IRIS has been resold for static

use at Cardiff. She was towed out of the Stanley Dock, Liverpool,
on 10 August but was damaged and did not leave till the 12th. The
new owners, Parkways Leisure, plan to spend £300 000 on refitting
her as a nightclub and restaurant.
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The British summer of 1993 has brought typically mixed and
changeable weather, with most months cooler and wetter than average,
though August was drier and sunnier than normal. There were wide
variations across the country, so the impact on the excursion trade
will be mixed. Until September, there were few gales.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL completed her Bristol Channel
season at Milford Haven and arrived in Glasgow on 24 September for
her final weekend's sailings on the Clyde. The WAVERLEY has now
completed her Thames sailings and sails on the Bristol Channel from
13 to 17 October.

NORTH EAST
Rolls Royce Limousine Hire, also trading as River Tyne Cruises,
chartered the ISLAND SCENE for the summer, and it seems that she is
staying on the Tyne. The DUCHESS M (originally the Gosport ferry
VESTA) has been offered for sale.

THAMES
The Port of London Authority chose Catamaran Cruisers to run

a service replacing the Riverbuses, but the new service, due to
start on 4 October, was cancelled owing to a lack of subsidies.
Thames Commuter Service later agreed a monthly subsidy of £25 000
from the administrators of Canary Wharf, and plan to start rush-
hour services between Festival Pier, London Bridge City and Canary
Wharf using craft chartered from Thames Pleasure Craft and Tidal
Cruises.

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust There is a special cruise
on 31 October to mark the tenth anniversary of her restoration.
Christmas cruises are offered on 18 and 19 December.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Sailings to Kew and
Hampton Court are due to continue till 31 October.

SOUTH COAST

Bournemouth Pier remained closed on the morning of 14 August
(see last issue) so the POOLE BELLE's IoW trip was cancelled.

Amongst vessels carrying spectators at the start of the
Whitbread round-the-world yacht race on 25 September were Brittany
Ferries' DUCHESSE ANNE, P&0O's PRIDE Of BILBAO and PRIDE OF
WINCHESTER, the STENA NORMANDY, Emeraude Lines' TRIDENT 3, the
SHIELDHALL and WAVERLEY, most Solent excursion vessels, the ALICE-
MARTIE, MAID OF THE ISLANDS, MAID OF THE LAKELANDS, PAHMYANN, POOLE
BELLE and PURBECK GEM from Poole, and the BRIXHAM BELLE and
DEVONAIR BELLE from South Devon.
Blue Funnel Cruises The ISLAND SCENE has been chartered for the
summer on the Tyne, and Wight Line Cruises' SOLENT SCENE and WIGHT
SCENE have operated from Southampton when needed. The business is
still on the market with the LEISURE SCENE and the OCEAN SCENE
which is due to be completed this autumn - she has the same basic
design as the WIGHT SCENE but is more enclosed, offering restaurant
seating for 180.
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H Attrill & Sons, St Helens, are threatening to close the summer
ferry across Bembridge Harbour following new licence charges by
Medina Borough Council.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Island Ferries Following the Alderney Government's refusal of the
company's request to carry cargo between Guernsey and Alderney, the
company is looking for new backing or may have to be wound-up. The
TRONDENES was advertised for sale by brokers with the possibility
of the sellers chartering or leasing her; she continued Weymouth
sailings until at least 23 September.
Condor Craft in service this year have been the CONDOR 7, 8, 9
and 10. The CONDOR 4 has been sold and the CONDOR 5 is laid-up at
St-Malo.

WEST OF ENGLAND
S S Jamieson, Torquay, has offered the SHEPHERD LASS for sale for
£21 000.
B Curtin, Plymouth The ZODIAC has been sold and arrived back in
London this autumn, four years after she left the Thames. 1In the
summer of 1990, she sailed as far as Bristol with an exhibition for
South Western Electricity.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

Lundy Company The OLDENBURG grounded in the River Taw on the
evening of 19 September whilst returning to Barnstaple with 165
passengers; after refloating, she sailed instead to Bideford.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
St Helier Belle Cruises, Gunthorpe, are the operators of the ST
HELIER BELLE which came to the Trent from Jersey.

NORTH WEST
Greater Manchester PTE Following the closure of the Cadishead-
Partington ferry, the 9-passenger GMC CADISHEAD has been advertised
for sale.
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Normally in November, 'Trip Out' carries a list of the UK's ten
largest excursion operators, arranged by their fleets' tonnage and
passenger capacity. The past year has seen many vessels' passenger
certificates reduced as capacities are remeasured; the WAVERLEY, for
example, can now carry only 950 passengers instead of 1225. More
vessels will change as the new safety rules are imposed, and it
would have been rather unfair to compare passenger capacities in
these circumstances, so this year's list is based solely on gross
tonnage. The table should revert to its normal appearance in future
years. The main changes since last year are the takeover of the
Windermere Iron Steamboat Co by the Bowness Bay Boating Co, and the
transfer of the ISLAND SCENE from the Solent to the Tyne. Figures
in brackets show last year's position.

1(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 grt
2(2) Catamaran Cruisers 904 grt
3(5) Windermere I S Co/Bowness Bay 873 grt
4(4) Woods River Services 760 grt
5(3) Blue Funnel/Wightline 669 grt
6(6) George Wheeler Launches 654 grt
7(7) Salter Bros 453 grt
8(-) River Tyne Cruises 420 grt
=9(8) Tidal Cruises 405 grt
=9(9) City Cruises 405 grt
Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY arrived back in Glasgow on

18 October at the end of her season.

THAMES
Upriver services from Westminster continued to 31 October.
From 1 November, services from Westminster and Charing Cross to
Tower and Greenwich reverted to winter schedules.
Southend Water Pleasure Formerly a partnership of Messrs A W
Richards and M C Johnson, the business running the MAID OF THE
FORTH is now solely owned by Mr Johnson.

SOUTH COAST

Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne Mr Brian Allchorn plans to
retire after next season and says the business may close.

Red Funnel Ferries The RED FALCON was launched at Port Glasgow on
18 October. She is due to replace the COWES CASTLE next spring.

G C Eveleigh, Lymington, has advertised the PUFFIN for sale, and
wants to buy a two-decked vessel to carry 100 passengers.

Hurst Castle Ferry & Cruises The SOLENT ROSE has been advertised
for sale for £8000; she no longer has a passenger certificate and
carries only 12 passengers.

Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co The new BRAMBLE BUSH
BAY is due to enter service on 26 November. The present craft
finishes on 15 November and the service is then suspended while new
chains are installed.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The charter of the BEAUPORT
expired at the end of October and was not expected to be renewed.

She was due at Southampton on 4 November for a refit. Her owners
are apparently based in Florida. The HAVELET will maintain the
passenger service for a least the first part of the winter. For

cargo, the PURBECK has been bought from Brittany Ferries and was
refitted and repainted at Southampton in October.

Island Ferries' shareholders have voted to wind-up the company
and the TRONDENES which ceased trading in September is to be sold.

WEST OF ENGLAND
G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth, have advertised one of their vessels

for sale; the buyer has a choice of the DARTMOTHIAN or QUEEN OF
HELFORD.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG grounded in fog on 30 October just
after leaving Bideford at 0700. She was left high and dry, but
undamaged, and the 44 passengers were able to walk ashore at low
water at midday. The ship was refloated at 1703 and returned to
Bideford. She is believed to have gone to Lundy the next day.
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One of the most remarkable spectacles of 1993 was the fleet
of spectator craft assembled for the start of the Whitbread round-
the-world yacht race on 25 September. Several cross-channel ferries
and numerous excursion vessels from as far as Dartmouth were
chartered, mostly in the 1interests of corporate entertainment.
Henley and Cowes Regattas, Tall Ships races and many major sporting
events have all benefited from the eagerness of companies to impress
clients and the public. Even 1in a recession, some firms seem to
have plenty of money to spend. A day on a boat at Henley Regatta
might cost £120 a head, including lunch and champagne. A boat could
have to work for weeks to earn as much from public trips. Corporate
entertainment has become an important aspect of the passenger boat
business, yet Britain has too few excursion vessels with the right
standard of passenger accommodation. This business could play a
much bigger role in future.

Geoffrey Hamer

SOUTH COAST

Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co Introduction of the new
ferry has been delayed until January, and the old NO.3 ferry has
continued without a break.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British Channel Island Ferries The BEAUPORT was arrested at
Southampton on 12 November in a dispute over her charter. The cargo
ferry PURBECK has been taken on an eight-year charter, and not
purchased as stated last month.
Condor The CONDOR 10 is operating winter services from Weymouth
to Guernsey and Jersey. The CONDOR 9 was drydocked at Southampton
in November for refit.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III's 1994 season
extends from 26 March to 29 October, and is very similar to this
year's. Sailings are daily (except Sundays) until 8 October, with
a double trip on Saturdays 28 May, 4 June, and from 23 July to 27
August (on other Saturdays till 8 October, she leaves Penzance at

1100 and St Mary's at 1500). From 10 October, sailings are on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Only one Sunday trip
is advertised, on 14 August. The out-of-season period return fare

is unchanged at £60, but is increased to £65 in the peak season.
A new "short break" return fare allows up to three nights away for
£40.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Next summer, there will be a weekly
service from Ardrossan to Douglas operated by Caledonian MacBrayne
in association with the Steam Packet Co; the route was last
operated in 1985 though the Steam Packet Co served Stranraer from
1986 to 1989. Under the name Mannin Line, a freight service has
been opened between Great Yarmouth and the Dutch port of IJmuiden.
The BELARD, previously operated by P&0O between Belfast and
Ardrossan, has been chartered and arrived at Yarmouth on

15 November, entering service later in the month. A service from
Great Yarmouth to Holland had been considered for the MONA'S QUEEN
in 1991 but did not go ahead.
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THAMES
The VISCOUNT of Thompson's Launches has been advertised
for sale; she has been laid-up at Eel Pie Island, Twickenham, for
the past two seasons since the fleet ceased trading.

SOUTH COAST

Mursell & Kemp (Sandown) The ISLAND ENTERPRISE has been
advertised for sale by brokers for £124 000 as the owner, Mr K
Kemp, wants to retire. The purchaser is offered the present trade

from Sandown and Southsea.

Waterfront Ferry Derrick Shipping, the company which has operated
the Hythe-Southamnpton ferry under this trading name since 1991,
has gone into liquidation. The service is to be taken over by
White Horse Ferries, the operators of the Tilbury-Gravesend ferry.
They plan to build a new 200-passenger catamaran for the Hythe
service with a grant from Hampshire County Council.

Red Funnel Ferries The second new ferry is due to be launched

in April and the builders hope to complete her in October, four
months early.

Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co The old NO.3 ferry, due
to replaced soon, is expected to be converted to a floating theatre
and restaurant to be berthed on the Thames at Richmond.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries As usual, day trips from Poole to
Cherbourg were advertised before Christmas; the HAVELET was
scheduled to make trips on six Saturdays at a day return fare of
£20. There is no passenger service between 22 January and

15 February when the HAVELET has her refit.

Sea Fox has gone into liquidation and the SEA FOX is to be sold
by auction at Cherbourg on 22 January. The vessel, a former crew-
boat in the USA, began running Channel Island services in 1988.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

Lundy Company The OLDENBURG's 1994 timetable is now available.
There are Ilfracombe sailings on 4 April, then regularly from 20
April to 1 October. Trips from Watchet are on 9 and 24 June and
11 and 25 July, sailing via Ilfracombe to Lundy and returning to
Bideford with coaches back to Watchet. There is one trip from
Barnstaple, on 26 June, returning to Bideford, and five trips from
Clovelly to Lundy, on 7 and 21 July and 5, 19 and 29 August. The
day return fare from all ports is £21.

WEST WALES
A Truman, Tenby The ST KEYNE, on the market last year, has been
sold and left for Fleetwood in December. On the 28th, she was
reported missing with her two-man crew, but they were found
safe later in the day off the Lleyn peninsula. She went to Tenby
from Westminster in 1969, but ran before the war from Poole and
Swanage as the GONDOLIER PRINCE.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Nene Charter Co, Peterborough The KEY FERRY and her existing
business have been offered for sale for £39 000.
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NORTH WEST
Wyre Borough Council has invited tenders to run the Fleetwood-Knott
End ferry for either two or ten seasons. The service, run in

recent years by CAS Birds, operates from May to October and the
Council wants a boat carrying at least 40 passengers.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co An innovation next summer is a series

of day trips from Liverpool to Douglas, leaving at 0830 on
Wednesdays from 6 July to 7 September. Day trips from Fleetwood
operate on Sunday 29 May and on Tuesdays from 12 July to

6 September; on 5 July, Tynwald Day, there is an excursion from
Douglas to Fleetwood. The day return fare for these trips is £25.
Belfast and Dublin services are similar to last year's. The
Ardrossan service is operated by Caledonian MacBrayne's CLAYMORE at
weekends from 28 May to 4 September with a passage time of eight

hours.

MISCELLANY
On the market in Scotland is the CLYDE ROSE, originally the

Tilbury ferry ROSE and later Caledonian MacBrayne's KEPPEL; asking
price is £56 000.
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With British Channel Island Ferries' takeover by Condor, the
chequered story of the Channel 1Island services has been given
another twist. Weymouth, chosen by British Railways in the 1960s as
sole mainland port, is again set to become the islands' only port
after various companies' services from Portsmouth, Poole and Torquay

have come and gone. The role of British Channel Island Ferries,
surviving nine years with a succession of chartered ships, has not
been a glorious one, though the main problem is geographic - the

islands are too far from the mainland for ships to compete with air
travel and the islands are too small to attract enough motoring
holiday-makers. Condor's introduction of a car-carrying fast
service was the last straw for BCIF, bringing a further reduction in
their traffic. For the future, Condor cannot rely on fast craft to
maintain a service in any weather, but a cargo ferry with limited
passenger accommodation will cater for essential traffic. It's a
sad reality for those of us who enjoy a sea trip on a traditional
ship.

Geoffrey Hamer

THAMES
Riverbus Partnership The first eight craft have been sold for
service in Thailand. They were loaded at Tilbury aboard the cargo

ship FAR EAST NAVEE which left for Bangkok on 15 January, and they
will offer tourist trips on the Chao Phraya River from Bangkok to
Ayutthaya. The remaining three Riverbus craft - CONRAD CHELSEA
HARBOUR, DHL WORLDWIDE EXPRESS and VERITATEM - are still for sale.
Livett's Launches The ELIZABETHAN visited the Medway again for
her annual refit and was in a dry dock at the Chatham Historic
Dockyard in mid-January.

Salter Bros This year's services show further reductions from
last year. Oxford-Abingdon (twice daily, 15 May to 11 Sep) and
Reading-Henley (daily, 22 May to 11 Sep) are unchanged from 1993,
but the 40-min trips from Oxford are no longer advertised. Marlow-
Henley (5 July to 1 Sep) runs only on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, with the boat offering 40-min trips from Marlow on other
days. Windsor services are daily (22 May to 11 Sep) instead of
twice daily, with a morning round trip to Staines and an afternoon
round trip to Maidenhead. Fares are unchanged from 1993.

SOUTH COAST

Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co The BRAMBLE BUSH BAY
finally arrived under tow on 16 January and spent the next three
days open to the public at Poole Quay. The old NO.3 ferry was
withdrawn on the 17th and the new vessel was fixed to her chains on
the 20th. After trials, she began public service on 26 January.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

British Channel Island Ferries has been bought by Condor for an
undisclosed sum and the service from Poole closed on 22 January.
The HAVELET will in future run from Weymouth, and the cargo ferry
PURBECK will run from Portsmouth for the associated Commodore
Shipping Co. BCIF, formerly owned by Huelin-Renouf of Jersey and
Brittany Ferries, began operating from Portsmouth as Channel Island
Ferries in 1985, and have used the CORBIERE, PORTELET, ROZEL,
HAVELET and BEAUPORT, all on charter. The BEAUPORT remains laid-up
at Husbands' yard, Southampton, and was under arrest from 12
November to 27 January in a dispute with her owners.

Emeraude Lines The new fast car ferry is to be named EMERAUDE;
she is due to replace the SOLIDOR 2 in April.

MISCELLANY
Currently being offered for sale by her owners is Aran Ferries'
GALWAY BAY, one of the very few Class III excursion ships in the
British Isles. Built as the BRITTANIA to run from Granville to
Jersey, she has operated from Galway to the Aran Islands for the
past five seasons. Asking price is IR£ 290 000.
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NORTH EAST
W Shiel, Seahouses A new 45-ft vessel has been built by FBM
Marine at Cowes and 1s to be fitted-out at Seahouses. She has the

same design as the OSSIAN OF STAFFA, built at Cowes last year for
Mr G Grant of Iona.

THAMES

Riverbus Partnership The last three craft have been moved to lay-
up in St Katharine's Dock, thus vacating the company's base at
Blackwall. The remaining Riverbus staff have been made redundant.
Sargent Bros (Thames), Woolwich The ENCHANTE has been sold for
service on Loch Lomond and in early-March, the first part of her
upper saloon was removed to allow her to be transported by road to
Scotland. She is the second modern Thames boat to go to the Loch,
the SILVER MARLIN having gone there two years ago.

SOUTH COAST
Brownsea Island is open to the public this year from
26 March to 9 October.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor The HAVELET sails from Weymouth on Mondays, Wednesdays,
Fridays and Sundays until 27 March, then daily until 31 October.
Her timetable is: Weymouth 2100, St Peter Port 0600-0700, St Helier
0900-1010, St Peter Port 1225-1320, Weymouth 1815. From
27 March to 31 October, the CONDOR 10 offers twice daily services
from Weymouth to the islands. The hydrofoil CONDOR 4, sold last
year, has gone to Greece where she has been renamed IPTAMENOS ERMIS
("Flying Hermes") .

WEST OF ENGLAND
Grand Western Horseboat Co. Tiverton Public trips are offered
this year on 1-7 April, 1 and 2 May, then on most dates from 8 May
to 2 October.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is making a 4-hour afternoon coastal
cruise from Ilfracombe on 22 May in aid of the National Trust's
Enterprise Neptune fund. Tickets cost £10 from the Lundy Office at
Bideford.

Avon Leisure, Bath, operators of the PRIDE OF BATH, have plans to
build a 70-ft 80-passenger paddle steamer, with side wheels powered
by a steam engine.

NORTH WEST
National Trust The GONDOLA's 1994 season extends from 30 March to
31 October.
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MISCELLANY

The TIDEWAY VENTURE has been laid-up since ceasing to run in
London in 1991 and has recently been offered for sale for £15 590,
either for refitting as a passenger vessel or conversion to a
houseboat.

The AVON VENTURER is laid-up at Gateshead and is also on the
market. She last operated on the Tyne after a career serving
Bridlington, Falmouth (where she was named NEW ROSELAND), London,
Torquay, Helensburgh, Cromarty and Bristol.

The CLYDE, which left the Medway in September 1992 to operate
in The Gambia, seems to have started back for this country but is
reported lying under arrest at Las Palmas in the Canary Islands.

There was a fire aboard the former German passenger ship
ELLERBEK at Wandsworth on 3 March. She was built in 1927 and came
to this country in 1988 to be converted to a yacht, spending much
time since then in the Brighton Marina.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY left Glasgow on 21 March via Ayr
for Southampton where she has been refitted by Husbands' at
Marchwood. Timetables for the season were completed in mid-March.
The WAVERLEY starts at Southampton on 28 April and proceeds to the
Thames, returning to the South Coast on 17 May before beginning
Bristol Channel sailings on the 20th. She continues there until

19 June, apart from a return to the South Coast on 4-5 June for the
D-Day anniversary. She sails on the Clyde as usual from 22 June to
29 August, then returns to the South Coast from 2 to 26 September,
the Thames until 10 October, and the Bristol Channel on 14-17
October. The BALMORAL starts at Glasgow on 29 April and goes to
the Western Isles for four days, then has a varied Irish Sea
programme until 22 May. She is on the South Coast from 25 May to

5 June, then in the North East and Humber from 9 to 21 June, and
East Anglia and the Thames from 22 June to 3 July, with events
marking the centenary of Tower Bridge. She then returns north for
a week on the Firth of Forth before spending 15-20 July on the
South Coast covering the Tall Ships event at Weymouth. She finally
begins Bristol Channel sailings on 22 July, continuing to 21
September, and finishing on the Clyde on 23-26 September. New
ports of call include Millom in Cumbria, Lyme Regis, Portland, and
Wivenhoe and Mistley in Essex.

NORTH EAST
T Machin, Scarborough The REGAL LADY has two cruises from
Hull up the River Trent on 16 and 17 April on charter to a local
Lions Club to raise money for charity.

THAMES
Services from Westminster to Canary Wharf and the Barrier,
and to Kew and Hampton Court resumed at Easter.
Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society The JOHN PINKERTON is offering
special sailings the length of the Basingstoke Canal between
Odiham, Brookwood and Byfleet on 6-9 May; passengers may book for
one or two days.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The COWES CASTLE made her final crossings on
18 March and has been sold to Jadrolinija, the main ferry operator
on the coast of Croatia. The RED FALCON gave a press cruise on

24 March and is believed to have entered service the next day,
ready for the three-ship summer service which runs from 26 March to
28 October. She measures 2881 grt and has a Class IV certificate

for 895 passengers and 15 crew (or 574 + 11, or 187 + 8). She is
powered by Voith-Schneider propellers, the first Red Funnel
passenger vessel since the VECTA of 1938. Her sistership is to be

named RED OSPREY.

Blue Funnel Cruises The OCEAN SCENE is being fitted out in the
Ocean Village and is due in service, at last, in May. The LEISURE
SCENE may run from Poole this season.
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White Horse Ferries The Hythe ferries stopped using the Ocean
Village on 1 November and all services use the Town Quay as in the
past. Sailings leave Hythe every 30 minutes from 0705 to 1935,
continuing on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays till 2305; a second
vessel offers one extra round trip on Mondays to Fridays at 0820.
Sunday sailings are from 0905 to 1635.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Services from St-Malo to the islands carried 447 244
passengers last year, an increase of 9% over 1992; the traffic was
shared by Emeraude Lines (57%), Condor (34%) and newcomers

Channiland (8%). From Granville, 67 450 passengers travelled to
the CI, a fall of 3% from 1992.
Condor The summer brochure was published in March. Fares for

foot passengers from Weymouth are £40 or £45 single in the CONDOR
10, or from £34 to £40 in the HAVELET; five-day returns start at
£55 in the HAVELET. For services from St-Malo, Condor is to run
jointly with Channiland this year.

Emeraude Lines The latest reported date for entry into service of
the new fast car ferry EMERAUDE is 17 May.

NORTH WEST
S & G Salt, Manchester The PRINCESS KATHERINE is offering
sailings from Salford to Ellesmere Port on 4 April, 28 and 30 May
and 29 August; the cruise takes five hours each way with passengers
travelling one way by coach.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The SEACAT BOULOGNE is to be
chartered from Hoverspeed from June until the end of 1995; she will
run from mid-June to mid-September, serving Liverpool, Fleetwood,
Dublin and Belfast, replacing the LADY OF MANN which will be laid-
up at Birkenhead and offered for sale.

MISCELLANY
The new safety regulations came into force this month for
vessels built before 1946. All vessels except those on shallow
inland waterways (such as the Thames above Oxford) need extra
inflatable liferafts and buoyancy aids. Vessels built in 1946-1970
must comply by 1 April 1995, those built in 1971-1980 by 1 April
1996 and those built after 1980 must conform by 1 April 1997.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY began her season at Southampton
on 28 April as scheduled and is now on the Thames. The BALMORAL
arrived in Glasgow from Bristol on 27 April, ready to start her
season on the 28th.

THAMES

JGF Passenger Boats, Walton-on-Thames A new vessel named WALTON
MINSTREL is being introduced, and THE MONARCH I has been offered
for sale for £25 000.

STRATITS OF DOVER

Folkestone Boulogne Ferries After failing in a further attempt to
obtain the Isle of Man Steam Packet Co's MONA'S QUEEN, the firm
announced a charter of the Polish-registered BALTAVIA, originally
built as the CHANTILLY for the SNCF's Dover-Calais service. This
now seems doubtful after Sea Containers, owners of Folkestone
Harbour, have refused use of the ramp on the grounds of
"congestion".

SOUTH COAST

Wightlink The ST HELEN, laid-up last year, is to operate
additional weekend services this year and began a refit at
Southampton in late-April. The schedule originally published for
the Fishbourne route shows only a three-ship service. For the D-
Day anniversary, the ST FAITH is offering an evening fireworks
cruise on 4 June (fare £12.50), and a cruise from Portsmouth and
Ryde to the fleet review on the 5th (fare £25, including a buffet
lunch) .

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Condor The passenger-only "wave-piercer" CONDOR 9 has been
withdrawn and is to be sold. Services between St-Malo, Jersey and
Guernsey run from 18 March to 13 November, and are run by two
catamarans, the CONDOR 8 and Channiland's SAINT-MALO. Services to
Alderney have resumed after a break of four seasons; a craft goes
from St-Malo via Jersey and Guernsey on Tuesdays and Sundays from
5 April to 20 September.

WEST OF ENGLAND
South Hams District Council The DARTMOUTH FERRY FLOAT II is being
offered for sale by tender.
Plymouth Boat Cruises This season's cruises to Weir Head, the
highest navigable point of the River Tamar, are on 26 June, 23 and
24 July, and 21 August.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

F Barton, Hereford, has advertised the DELTA for sale for £7250.
She went to the River Wye in 1990, having previously run on the
Avon at Stratford.

Sherwood Line, Nottingham The narrow boat LADY GREENSLEEVES has
been offered for sale for £27 000.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Last year, the company's turnover
rose by 4.4 % to £25.53 million; pre-tax profit was £3.48 million
after writing £1 059 000 off the value of the LADY OF MANN. The
SEACAT BOULOGNE was refitted at Vlissingen, Netherlands, in April.
She was the third of the type to be built, and entered service in
1991 as the HOVERSPEED FRANCE, then spent a season in Italy as the
SARDEGNA EXPRESS before becoming the SEACAT BOULOGNE last summer.

She will presumably be renamed again for her Manx service.

MISCELLANY
The former Isle of Man steamer MANXMAN was towed from the
Mersey on 16 April and the owners plan to open her as an
entertainment centre in Hull.
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Waverley Excursions Both ships took part in the D-Day anniversary
review on 5 June, after which the WAVERLEY returns to the Bristol
Channel until 19 June, and the BALMORAL is on the East Coast.

THAMES

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS's
sailings are similar to last year's, with day trips from Gravesend
and Tilbury to Southend on Thursdays, Fridays, Sundays and Bank
Holidays, and to Greenwich and cruise through London on Wednesdays
and Saturdays. On Thursdays and Sundays, there is an afternoon
trip from Southend to Strood. Details should be checked as she is
sometimes on charter - one recent charter was from Southend to
Whitstable.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Hampton court sailings
now call at Kingston for the first time since the late-1960s.
Windsor Belle, Marlow The steamboat has been sold for private use
and is no longer available for charter.

SOUTH COAST

Blue Funnel Cruises The OCEAN SCENE made her maiden trip on

27 May, a six-hour cruise from Southampton.

Croson The POOLE BELLE ran at Easter and at weekends till 28 May,
then daily. The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE started on 28 May. Trips from
Bournemouth to Poole have been dropped, and there are sailings to
Swanage at 1030 and 1600 every day, a cruise round the bay at 1215,
a 'Dorset Lakes' cruise at 1415, and an evening cruise at 2000.
Isle of Wight sailings run daily except Sundays from Poole and
Bournemouth, calling at Swanage on Mondays and Thursdays.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor The CONDOR 9 was delivered to the Baltic in early June and
has presumably been chartered for the summer.

Emeraude Lines The EMERAUDE was named at St-Malo on 17 May and
made a press trip on the 20th before entering service on 21 May.
Until 24 September, she sails daily (except Wednesdays) from St
Peter Port at 0600 direct to St-Malo, then makes two or three round
trips every day to St Helier, at 0915, 1315 and 1715, before
leaving St-Malo at 2055 (except Tuesdays) for Guernsey. From

25 September, she is based at St-Malo, but continues to serve both
Jersey and Guernsey through the winter.

WEST OF ENGLAND
GH & WG Pill, Falmouth The NANKERSEY was sold last year to
Fleetwood. She was built at Falmouth for the Flushing ferry and
has run at Falmouth for various owners since.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG has been chartered again by the
Clevedon Pier Trust for a sailing to Gloucester on 19 June, and
from Gloucester to Clevedon on the 20th; each day passengers travel
one way by coach.
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NORTH WEST
Walk the Plank Marine Theatre Contractors The floating theatre

FITZCARRALDO, a converted Norwegian ferry, has been laid-up at
Salford since visiting various British ports in 1992. This summer
she is offering cruises on the Manchester Ship Canal with a show
for children marking the Canal's centenary.

CAS Birds, Fleetwood, now trade as the Bay Boating Co. The
NANKERSEY was bought from Falmouth last year and renamed LADY

VICTORIA BELLE.

MISCELLANY
THE KING, last used in 1992 on the upriver service from

Westminster and since laid-up on the Medway, has been advertised
for sale for £15 000.
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL was unable to make her first
sailing to Lyme Regis on 1 June apparently because of a
disagreement with the harbour master.

NORTH EAST
Pennine Boat Trips of Skipton are introducing a new vessel named
DALESMAN. The 57-ft wide-beam vessel was built by Colecraft and
fitted out at Skipton by Snaygill Boats.

THAMES
Swale Borough Council plans to revive the Harty Ferry service
across the River Swale at weekends until 29 August. A 1l2-passenger
landing craft is to be used.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Condor The CONDOR 9 sailed via IJmuiden, the Kiel Canal and Visby
to Helsinki in the first week of June, and has been chartered by
the Viking Line for service between Helsinki and Tallinn; scheduled
services started on 17 June and continue till 15 December. She is
advertised as the "Viking Express" but retains her Condor name and
Weymouth registry.

Channiland The SAINT-MALO was built in 1993, not 1994 as stated in
the supplement to 'Trip Out 1993/94'.

Emeraude Lines The EMERAUDE was damaged by a gale on 3 June and
withdrawn for repairs and modifications after less than a
fortnight in service. She was due to resume on 19 June, but is to
have new stabilisers and other modifications in the autumn. The
SOLIDOR 2 has reportedly been chartered for the summer in Italy.
Fermain Marine & Catering, Guernsey The FERMAIN V has been
advertised for sale by brokers for £20 000.

Trident Charter Co, Guernsey The HERM TRIDENT VI was struck by
the cargo ferry NORMAN COMMODORE in St Peter Port early on 14 June
and sank. Nobody was on board. She was apparently built in 1990,
but it is not clear when she joined the Trident fleet serving Herm.

WEST OF ENGLAND
J Matthews, Teignmouth The BRITANNIA M has been advertised for
sale for £12 500.
St Agnes, Isles of Scilly An operator on this island has ordered
a new vessel to run to St Mary's. Souter Shipyard at Cowes will
build the 80-passenger 44-ft catamaran at a cost of £200 000;
delivery is due later this year.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Leicester Boat Co The business, including the Waterside Centre
and DUKE OF BRIDGEWATER, has been advertised for sale.
Thompsons Boat Co, Sawley, run cruises on the River Trent with the
DESTINY, a 40-ft 31l-passenger narrow boat.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The SEACAT BOULOGNE was renamed
SEACAT ISLE OF MAN during a refit at Vlissingen, and arrived at
Douglas on 22 June. After berthing trials, she made her first
commercial voyage, on 28 June, to Fleetwood.
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MISCELLANY

The BEAUPORT, laid-up at Southampton last November after a two-
year charter to British Channel Island Ferries, has been chartered
to Greeks and began running across the Adriatic from Bari in June.
Also running from Bari is the ILLYRIA, known here as the HEBRIDES
then DEVONIUN, and now on a service to Durrés, Albania.
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The 1994 season began with fears that the Department of
Transport's new safety rules would lead to reductions in our
excursion fleets. Some owners have cut Dback, laying-up vessels
rather than pay for new life-saving apparatus, but most have been
forced to borrow the money to pay for the additional equipment. The
hot summer weather enjoyed in recent weeks should have brought in
the passengers needed to help pay for the equipment. Next vyear,
vessels built between 1946 and 1970 - including the BALMORAL,
WAVERLEY and many other excursion vessels - must comply.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL finally began her Bristol
Channel season on 22 July and continues there till 21 September.
The WAVERLEY begins her south coast sailings on 2 September.

THAMES
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co In addition to trips from
Southend to Strood or Rochester on Thursdays and Sundays, the
PRINCESS POCAHONTAS is offering a cruise on Friday afternoons from
Southend to the River Swale. Mr John Potter is now sole owner of
the business since his two partners have sold their interest.
Thames Pleasure Craft Last summer's trips from Festival Pier
are not being offered this year.
Riverbus Partnership The three remaining craft are being
advertised for sale by brokers.
George Wheeler Launches, Westminster The ROYALTY is laid-up this
year as she has not been fitted with liferafts.

SOUTH COAST

Blue Funnel Cruises The LEISURE SCENE is based at Poole Quay this
summer offering cruises around Poole Harbour and to Swanage Bay.
Departure times and dates can be obtained from the vessel's mobile
phone. The HYTHE HOTSPUR has been chartered for the summer from
White Horse Ferries who have ceased operating excursions; she is
based at the Ocean Village, Southampton, with the OCEAN SCENE.

R A Hale, Poole The PURBECK GEM ran aground in the Wareham
Channel in the early hours of 30 July with 114 passengers. They
were taken off by the Poole lifeboat and the owner's WATER WYTCH,
and the PURBECK GEM was refloated at 0730.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 2 was delivered to Otranto in south
eastern Italy and began running to Greece on charter on 3 July.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft, are offering occasional trips from Dartmouth
to Salcombe, using the DEVONAIR BELLE.
G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth, have bought the DEVON BELLE II
from Mr K J Bridge of Plymouth and she is running as the DARTMOUTH
PRINCESS with a capacity of 175 passengers. The QUEEN OF HELFORD,
in the fleet for 18 years, has been sold and has gone to Plymouth
in part exchange.
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South Hams District Council A new ferry, THE TOM AVIS, has
replaced the DARTMOUTH FERRY FLOAT II.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The cargo ferry BELARD, chartered

from P&O to run between Great Yarmouth and IJmuiden, has been
bought by the Steam Packet Co for £3.2 million and is to be handed

over on 15 August.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is on the south coast till

27 September, then on the Thames until 10 October. Her last trips
of the season are on 14-17 October on the Bristol Channel. The
BALMORAL ends her Bristol Channel season on 21 September.

THAMES
A 42-ft paddle steamer named MONARCH has been built at
Chatham by a Mr Waters of Borstal near Rochester. He hopes to run
trips for 12 passengers on the non-tidal part of the Medway.
A submarine bought from the Russian Navy has been opened to
the public at Woolwich next to the pier at the Thames Barrier.
There are proposals to reopen a ferry service at Isleworth;
the ferry rights were sold at an auction in July for £6000, even
though the service has not operated in recent years.
Bray Boats, Maidenhead The BRAY ROYALE has been advertised for
sale by brokers for £60 000.
Salter Bros The CLIVEDEN and WARGRAVE are both laid-up at Oxford
this season.
Kennet Cruises, Readina After attending the Inland Waterways
Association's National Waterways Festival at Waltham Abbey on the
River Lee on 27-29 August, the LANCING is offering a series of
public sailings in the London area at weekends until 18 September,
visiting Limehouse, Slough, Kings Langley and Brentford.

SOUTH COAST

Blue Funnel Cruises The LEISURE SCENE was set adrift by vandals
at Poole Quay in the early hours of 30 August, but was recovered
undamaged.

Croson The POOLE BELLE was chartered at Weymouth on 20 July for
the parade of "tall ships", and her Isle of Wight trip was
cancelled on that day.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor The CONDOR 9's charter to Viking Line has not been a
success and her Helsinki-Tallinn service is due to end on

10 September. Competition from cheaper Estonian-crewed craft and
objections from the Finnish seamen's union are blamed.

Emeraude Lines The EMERAUDE had a further week off service in
August for mechanical repairs. Passengers were carried by the
catamarans, and a cargo vessel was chartered for vehicles.

WEST OF ENGLAND
D Peacock, St Agnes, will run the new catamaran being built at
Cowes (see July issue). It is being partly financed by a grant
from the Rural Development Commission who are also providing grants
for two other Scillonian owners to build new launches, Mr T A
Perkins of St Martin's, and Mr M Hicks of the St Mary's Boatmen's
Association, currently owner of the SEA KING.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Bristol Packet has taken over the FLOWER OF BRISTOL from Bristol &
Bath Cruisers. Public cruises through the Avon Gorge in the TOWER
BELLE were advertised for 18 dates this season, with the last on 17
September and 1 October.
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Bath Boating Co have introduced another new vessel,
PULTENEY. Similar to the AVON MONARCH,
open deck above.

the SIR WILLIAM
she has a saloon with an

NORTH WEST

Welsh Canal Holiday Craft, Llangollen The business, with the
THOMAS TELFORD, three horse-drawn boats, four horses, and canal-

side museum and café, has been offered for sale. It has been owned
since the late-1980s by Mr T Woodford.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co
her season on 26 September.

The SEACAT ISLE OF MAN is due to end
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The tragic sinking of the ESTONIA has once again demonstrated
that there are fundamental flaws in the design of large modern car

ferries. Basic principles which have governed the design of craft
from the biggest deep-sea ship to a rowing boat seem to have been
cast aside in the interests of making profits. In this country,

little has been done despite the shockingly poor standards revealed
after the HERALD OF FREE ENTERPRISE capsized, yet rules affecting
smaller passenger vessels have been comprehensively revised since
the MARCHIONESS disaster.

The summer of 1994 will have brought good business to most
excursion operators in Britain. The weather was generally drier
than normal until September, and July and most of August were warmer
and sunnier than usual.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions After completing her Bristol Channel season,
the BALMORAL sailed from Glasgow as scheduled on 23-26 September,
then returned to Bristol.

THAMES

City Cruises have bought two more boats from the defunct Thompson's
Launches' fleet, the BERTRAM ROSE and PRINCESS ROSE. The latter
has returned to service between Westminster and the Tower after
being laid-up since 1991.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Daily services to Kew and
Hampton Court are due to continue until 23 October.

Salter Bros Four boats were out of use this year, the CLIVEDEN,
OXFORD, READING and STREATLEY (but not the WARGRAVE as reported
last month), leaving only six major vessels in service. Public
services were on occasion cancelled or curtailed to cater for
charters.

SOUTH COAST

Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne The season's final trips were
made on 2 October and, with Mr Allchorn planning to retire and no
buyer for the business, it is possible trips will not resume next
season.

Red Funnel Ferries The RED OSPREY was completed in September and
left Port Glasgow on the 23rd for Southampton.

G C Eveleigh, Lymington The PUFFIN was joined this summer by a
46-passenger boat named SKYLARK. Next year, a new 50-ft 100-
passenger vessel will be introduced.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Poole Harbour Commissioners have been awarded

compensation of £500 000 for the closure of British Channel Island
Ferries' service after the takeover by Condor. The CONDOR 10 is to
be chartered to the New Zealand Railways from December to run
between North Island and South Island as THE LYNX. A new, slightly
larger, catamaran, the CONDOR 11 is due to enter service in
November in Denmark, between Aarhus and Kalundborg; this craft may
be used next summer on the Channel Islands service.
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Emeraude Lines The EMERAUDE was withdrawn again on 10 September,
for repairs to her bow visor. She was expected to be off for about
ten days and new stabilisers will be fitted.

WEST OF ENGLAND
K Lane, Paignton The present DART PRINCESS was built in 1992, is
45 ft long and can carry 100 passengers. She was advertised for
sale in September for £113 000.
Padstow Harbour Commissioners have introduced a new ferry named
BLACK TOR which was completed in June. She is a 48-ft "sea truck"
with a bow ramp, and can carry 61 passengers.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Bristol Ferry Boat Co is now running 'commuter' services to the
city centre from a new landing stage at Temple Meads Station.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Newark Line has taken over the Lock & Castle Line business of Mr &
Mrs Purver, and their RIVER PRINCE now runs with the SONNING. The
Purvers began running from Newark in 1983.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co In the first six months of this year,
turnover was £12.87 million with pre-tax profits of £1.2 million.
The North Sea freight service incurred a loss, but the company
claims it should break even by the end of the year. The SEACAT
ISLE OF MAN is claimed to have carried 33% more passengers in July
and August than the LADY OF MANN last year.
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As usual in November, 'Trip Out' attempts to find the UK's 'top
ten' excursion operators. A classification by passenger capacity is
impractical in this period when vessels are having to meet new
safety rules and passenger capacities are, in many cases, reduced.
Amongst changes from last year is the disappearance of Salter Bros
owing to the reduction in their active fleet, and a splitting of
Wight Line and Blue Funnel Cruises (only an estimate is included for

the latter's OCEAN SCENE). Figures in brackets show last year's
positions.

1(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 grt

2(2) Catamaran Cruisers 904 grt

3(3) Windermere I S Co/Bowness Bay 873 grt

4(4) Woods River Services 760 grt

5(-) Blue Funnel Cruises 657 grt

6(-) Wightline/ Solent Cruises 498 grt

7(6) George Wheeler Launches 544 grt

8(9) City Cruises 444 grt

9(8) River Tyne Cruises 420 grt

10(9) Tidal Cruises 405 grt

Waverley Excursions After successful sailings on the Bristol

Channel on 14-17 October, the WAVERLEY arrived back in Glasgow on
the 18th. The BALMORAL is due to offer cruises from Bristol from
15 to 22 December.

NORTH EAST
W Shiel, Seahouses The new vessel is named GLAD TIDINGS VI, as
expected, and is being fitted out at Berwick-on-Tweed. She will

carry 69 passengers and be capable of a speed of 16 knots.

THAMES

Efforts last summer to revive the Harty Ferry service across
the River Swale were unsuccessful as the ex-army amphibious craft
proved unsuitable. The landlord of the Ferry House Inn still hopes
to obtain a suitable vessel.

Services from Westminster and Charing Cross to Tower and
Greenwich reverted to winter schedules on 31 October. A limited
service from Westminster to the Barrier (leaving Westminster at
1115 and 1345) continued in early-November.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The RED OSPREY entered regular service on

21 October after a naming ceremony at Cowes on the 19th. The
NORRIS CASTLE has been sold to Croatia, like the COWES CASTLE which
was renamed NEHAJ by Jadrolinija.

G C Eveleigh, Lymington The SKYLARK, introduced this year, was
formerly the IRIS JAMES of J Butcher & Sons of Portsmouth. With a
new vessel due next year, she has been offered for sale already,
for £28 000.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor The CONDOR 11 ran onto a reef off Tasmania during trials
on 8 October. She has not been seriously damaged but salvage
attempts have so far been unsuccessful, and her debut on a Danish
route has been delayed. The CONDOR 10 is due to be handed over to
begin her charter to the New Zealand Railways on 15 November.
Winter services from Weymouth to the islands will be maintained by
the HAVELET alone.
Emeraude Lines The TRIDENT 6 has been sold to Jadrolinija for
service in Croatia, and was delivered in July under her new name of
OLEA. She had spent four years on Channel Island services, having
previously run in the Caribbean. This winter's service to Jersey
is scheduled to be performed by the SOLIDOR 2 again, while the
EMERAUDE has modifications.

NORTH WEST
Egerton Narrow Boats, Manchester, run cruises on the Bridgewater
Canal from Potato Wharf, Castlefield, with the EMMA, formerly based
at Wigan Pier.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The SEACAT ISLE OF MAN has been
chartered back to her owners for the winter to run the Stranraer-
Belfast service in place of the SEACAT SCOTLAND which, after a
refit on the Mersey, left on 24 October for a two-year charter on
the Persian Gulf. Caledonian MacBrayne's service from Ardrossan to
Douglas by the CLAYMORE carried a total of 3174 passengers and 380
cars, an average of 106 passengers and 13 cars per crossing.

MISCELLANY

The PRINCE ALBERT, the former Yugoslav coastal passenger/
cargo ship and Greek excursion ship which was used for charters in
1987-88, has been offered for sale. She has been laid-up at
Tilbury in recent years. The 189-ft ship is said to have a
capacity of only 100 passengers.

The THAMES SOVEREIGN, formerly Koln-Dusseldorfer's DEUTSCHES
ECK, which ran in London in 1988-1990, has been offered for sale
again by brokers for £30 000. She is believed to be laid-up on the
Thames Estuary.
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL's December cruises are in
Bristol City Docks and the River Avon; on Sunday the 18th, there is
a cruise from Clevedon to the new Severn Bridge.

NORTH EAST

White Rose Line, York, has advertised a vessel for sale, offering a
choice of either the RIVER PRINCE (at £110 000) or RIVER QUEEN

(£60 000).

THAMES
Tidal Cruises The Westminster-Barrier service has now finished
for the winter and is due to resume in March.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries A third new ferry has been ordered from
Ferguson of Port Glasgow. Similar to the RED FALCON and RED
OSPREY, she is costing £9 million and should replace the NETLEY
CASTLE in 1996.

River Arun Cruises A 28-ft mahogany and oak lifeboat from the
royal yacht BRITANNIA was refitted in 1993 and operated as the
BRITANNIA II with a certificate for 20 passengers. She has now
been offered for sale for £7000.

M G Pearce. Portsmouth The DARTHULA II was not fitted with new
liferafts this year and was laid-up, leaving the SOUTHSEA BELLE in
service. The DARTHULA II is now on the market for £9500. She was
built to run on Loch Etive, then ran on the Thames from 1964 to
1980, and spent three seasons at Plymouth before being bought by Mr
Pearce in 1984.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Condor The CONDOR 11 was finally refloated on 21 November after
six weeks aground off Tasmania, and is now being repaired by her
builders. She is expected to be delivered in time to start Channel
Island services next spring. The CONDOR 10 has left for her
charter in New Zealand, and called in Malta on 24 November.
Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 2 has remained in service between
Italy and Greece, and the service from St-Malo to Jersey is being
maintained by the chartered Italian car ferry ELBA NOVA (1977, 1682
grt, 258 ft, 550 pass). She had served on the route in May 1984
under her original name of EMSLAND, and in 1989 ran from Weymouth
to the CI as the ST JULIEN. She is offering four round trips
weekly.
Island Ferries The car ferry TRONDENES which served Guernsey and
Alderney in 1992-93 was sold for service in Gabon, West Africa, and
renamed BUFFALO.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co Next year, the SCILLONIAN III's
season starts on 10 April, with sailings daily (except Sundays)
until 7 October, then on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays until 28 October. Two round trips are offered on
Saturdays 27 May, 3 June, and from 22 July to 26 August. There is
one Sunday trip, on 6 August. Fares are unchanged.
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MISCELLANY

The former Isle of Wight ferry BRADING is being broken up at
Pounds' yard near Portsmouth after various schemes for static use
had fallen through. On 1 November, fire broke out and was allowed
to burn, gutting the partly-demolished ship.

The ROCHESTER QUEEN, formerly the excursion vessel CORONIA,
BOURNEMOUTH QUEEN and QUEEN OF SCOTS, has been moved up the Medway

from Rochester to Cuxton where she is expected to continue in a
static role.
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No other operator attracts so much support from shipping
enthusiasts as Waverley Excursions. Their management are, after
all, themselves enthusiasts. It 1s thus even more puzzling and
saddening when they seem to get things wrong, as they did over the
BALMORAL's abortive programme of Christmas cruises. Trips of this
sort have proved successful for operators such as Blue Funnel
Cruises of Southampton, but a reputation for good catering takes
time to establish and the cruises have to be advertised properly in
advance. In the case of the BALMORAL, the planned sailings will
have taken up management time that should have been devoted to
planning next summer's sailings, and the cancellation will have made
it even harder to sell such a programme in future.

Of course everyone makes mistakes, and this month has brought
confirmation of the failure of the EMERAUDE, the French high-speed
car ferry which 1is to be sold after Jjust one season. It 1is
particularly embarrassing for the builders as this craft was a
prototype for a larger craft which 1is due to enter service to
Corsica this summer. The short history of fast car ferries has seen
craft come and go, and the verdict on their commercial success must
still be "not proven".

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL's December programme was
cancelled owing to a lack of bookings.

SOUTH COAST

White Horse Ferries The HYTHE HOTSPUR, chartered last summer by
Blue Funnel Cruises, has now been offered for sale by brokers for
£160 000.

Hurst Castle Ferry & Cruises The MAID OF THE HARBOUR was renamed
SOLENT ROSE last year and rebuilt to give more open deck space; she
was built to run between Guernsey and Herm and retained her
enclosed passenger accommodation when running for Harvey's at
Poole. From Keyhaven, she and the ISLAND ROSE ran up to seven
round trips a day to Yarmouth last summer.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor The CONDOR 10 was damaged when she struck a whale between
Australia and New Zealand on the last stage of her delivery voyage,
and was due to enter service in New Zealand on 21 December. The
CONDOR 11 is due to run from Weymouth daily from 1 April to

31 October, and during this period the HAVELET runs nightly from
Weymouth at 2245.

Emeraude Lines The EMERAUDE has been returned to her builders who
will resell her to another operator. Emeraude Lines have agreed to
pay 10% of the original purchase price, Fr 7.35 million (about

£900 000), for the craft's one unsatisfactory season. The service
is suspended from 9 January to 9 February, and it is not clear
whether the ELBA NOVA will continue on charter or the SOLIDOR 2
will return from the Adriatic.
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WEST OF ENGLAND

St Mary's Boatmen's Association Mr Alec Hicks has advertised his
SOUTHERN QUEEN for sale for £9000. She is believed to have run

from Folkestone before the war, and took part
Dunkerque in 1940.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

in the evacuation of

Lundy Company The OLDENBURG's 1995 timetable includes more

sailings to Lundy from Clovelly, served on 11
21 September; two of these (on 21 June and 21
Ilfracombe via Clovelly. Ilfracombe sailings
21 October, though many of these use Bideford
direction with a coach connection. There are
scheduled from Watchet or Barnstaple, but the

dates from 11 May to
September) are from
are from 15 April to
or Clovelly in one
no Lundy sailings
OLDENBURG "will make

a number of sailings and cruises throughout the Bristol Channel".
The day return fare to the island has been increased by £1 to £22.
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THAMES
Woods River Services The VITA has been advertised for sale for
£69 500. The former Gosport ferry has been owned by Woods since

1975, running mainly between Tower and Westminster.

Salter Bros 1995 services run from 14 May to 17 September. The
Marlow-Henley service runs on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays,
and an additional service is from Marlow to Maidenhead on Mondays
and Fridays, covering a stretch of the river last served in 1992;
these run from 4 July to 8 September, but not on 25 and 28 August.
Fares have been increased by 5%, but new senior citizens' fares are
the same as last year's standard rates.

SOUTH COAST
Brownsea Island will be open to the public this year from
1 April to 1 October.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 2 is due to return to service from St-
Malo on 15 March. In summer, she will offer three sailings a week
to Guernsey as well as daily sailings to Jersey. It seems that the
EMERAUDE had difficulty maintaining her contract speed and Emeraude
Lines claim that, during her four months in service, she was only
able to run her full schedule on one day in four. There are
rumours that she will be sold to Tahiti. The company plans to
order another fast car ferry to start in 1996, but will not use a
French yard. They want a single hulled vessel rather than a
catamaran because of the sea conditions on the crossing.

WEST OF ENGLAND
D Peacock, St Agnes The new vessel being built at Cowes for the
Isles of Scilly is to be named SPIRIT OF ST AGNES.

WEST WALES
Caldey Boat Service One additional vessel not previously recorded
here is the IOLAIRE which came from Iona in about 1991. She was
built in 1982, is 36 ft long and carries 46 passengers.

NORTH WEST
Littleborough Leisure Craft introduced the PENNINE PRINCESS on the
Rochdale Canal last year. She is a 43-ft 40-passenger electric
boat built by her owners. For details contact Mr K Parry.
National Trust (Enterprises), Coniston The GONDOLA's 1995 season
extends from 29 March to 5 November.
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THAMES
Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust This season's public trips
start on 6 May and continue to 13 September. Unusual trips include

landing at Queenborough on 10 June, round the Isle of Sheppey on
1 July, to London on 6-8 July, and to Southend on 19 August.
London Waterbus Co The Little Venice-Zoo-Camden service runs
daily from 1 April to 29 October, then at weekends in winter.
Special day trips are offered to Limehouse on Saturdays 13 May,
10 June, 1 and 22 July, 5 and 19 August, and 9 and 23 September.
There is a trip from Little Venice to Brentford on 1 September,
returning the next day, and a new day trip on 16 September to
Battlebridge Basin at Kings Cross.

Lady Rose of Regents, Little Venice The business has been offered
for sale. The owner, Mr Nigel Scandrett, is also involved in the
operation of Livett's ELIZABETHAN on the Thames.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries are considering retaining the NETLEY CASTLE
after the new ferry is delivered in 1996. The NORRIS CASTLE, sold
to Jadrolinija of Croatia in October, was renamed LOVRJENAC.

Blue Funnel Cruises The LEISURE SCENE will be based at Poole
again this summer, with sailings to Swanage.

Croson The Bolson shipyard at Poole was sold in October to Poole
Harbour Commissioners. Croson is still run by the Bolson family,
and the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE and POOLE BELLE will continue to operate
as before.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor The hydrofoil CONDOR 5 has been sold to Greece and renamed
FLYING HERMES III. The CONDOR 10, currently on charter in New
Zealand, has been chartered for the summer by Viking Line to run
between Helsinki and Tallinn; she will return to New Zealand in the
autumn. The CONDOR 11 is due in the UK in March, but will enter
service in Denmark between Aarhus and Kalundborg. The service from
Weymouth will be opened by the SEACAT ISLE OF MAN on charter, and
the CONDOR 11 is expected to take over in May.

WEST OF ENGLAND
D Peacock, St Agnes The SPIRIT OF ST AGNES has been delivered,
taking three days for the voyage from Cowes to Scilly, and is now
in service, but carrying only 12 passengers in winter. From April,
she will be able to carry 80 passengers.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Hope & Anchor, Ross-on-Wye This riverside pub runs short trips on
the River Wye with the WILTON CASTLE II, previously the AVON BELLE
at Tewkesbury. The season starts at Easter.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN returned to service
on 1 February, allowing the KING ORRY to begin her overhaul at
Birkenhead. The LADY OF MANN returns to service for the TT races,
from 26 May to 12 June, running mainly from Liverpool, but with a
day trip from Fleetwood on 28 May, a trip to Heysham on 5 June, and
a trip to Belfast on 11 June. The SEACAT ISLE OF MAN runs from

24 May to 25 September, performing most Liverpool sailings and all
Fleetwood, Belfast and Dublin sailings (apart from the LADY OF
MANN's) . Caledonian MacBrayne's CLAYMORE again runs from Ardrossan
to Douglas weekly from 27 May to 3 September. Fares on all routes
range from £21 to £31 single, and from £21 to £34 for a day return.

MISCELLANY
The Value Added Tax (Transport) Order was debated in the
House of Commons on 11 January and comes into effect on 1 April.
VAT will be applied to some forms of leisure travel but, contrary
to earlier fears, will not apply to boat trips, except those inside
a park or theme park with an admission charge.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 6 March 1995
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NORTH EAST
Tyne & Wear PTE The FREDA CUNNINGHAM, replaced by the PRIDE OF
THE TYNE, has been sold, apparently for non-passenger use.

EAST ANGLIA
W J Searle, Hunstanton The SEA LION was replaced in 1991 by a 60-
passenger catamaran of the same name.

THAMES

Grove Ferry Inn The GROVE FERRY, operating cruises on the River
Stour in Kent, has been offered for sale by brokers for £85 000.
Campion Launches has bought the VISCOUNT to run with the LONDON
BELLE. The VISCOUNT, dating from 1908, had been laid-up since
1991, but has now been rebuilt to meet the new safety rules.
Thames Commuter Services ceased running on 17 March after the
ending of a subsidy from Canary Wharf. The service started in
October 1993, linking Festival Pier, London Bridge City and Canary
Wharf with vessels chartered from other operators.

City Cruises have bought the FERRY QUEEN from Thames Pleasure
Craft. She and the other boats on the Westminster-Tower service
have been painted red all over and carry the slogan "This is an
official London sightseeing boat."

Livett's Launches have bought the GOLDEN SALAMANDER from Thames
Pleasure Craft to do charter work with the ELIZABETHAN.

SOUTH COAST
Wight Line Cruises have taken over Mursell & Kemp's business at
Sandown and the ISLAND ENTERPRISE which is being renamed RYDE
SCENE. Originally Croson's DORSET BELLE, she had run from Sandown
since 1983. The SOLENT SCENE will be based at Poole this year,
running for Blue Funnel Cruises.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 2 returned to St-Malo in March and was
due to resume service to Jersey on the 15th. The ELBA NOVA has
returned to Italy, arriving in La Spezia on 17 March. The
catamaran service from St-Quay-Portrieux to Jersey will not operate
this year; it had run for four seasons, but carried only 20 000
passengers last year.

WEST OF ENGLAND
I Stuart, Exmouth, has bought the NORTHERN ANGLER from Harvey's
of Poole and the TUDOR PRINCESS from Pembroke Dock, which has been
renamed TUDOR ROSE.
G H Ridalls & Sons. Dartmouth The DARTMOTHIAN is being replaced
by a new vessel to be named DITTISHAM PRINCESS.

NORTH WEST
Ribbon Plate Restaurant Boats, Trevor, have bought the electric
narrow boat GOLBORNE from Wincham Wharf, Northwich. She will offer
short trips (without catering) across the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.
Hudderfield Canal Society is introducing a new 70-ft 50-passenger
vessel at Marsden at the Yorkshire end of the Standedge Tunnel.
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Coniston Ferry Services have bought THE MONARCH I from JGF
Passenger Boats of Walton-on-Thames and she has been renamed
RANSOME. She joins the RUSKIN, another traditional wooden boat.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co 1994 results show turnover of

£27.7 million (up 8%) and a pre-tax profit of £2.46 million (down
from £3.48 million). The cargo service from Great Yarmouth to

IJmuiden is said to have lost £2 million.

MISCELLANY
The German excursion ship HABICHT II arrived in Liverpool on
12 January and is to be converted to a floating restaurant as the
PRINCESS ROYAL. Built in 1959, she measures 919 grt, is 180
ft long and could carry 700 passengers. She had spent most of her
career on the Baltic, offering duty-free excursions to Denmark and,
in recent years, Poland.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 1 April 1995
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY began her season in Scotland on
14 April. She is on the Thames from 6 to 17 May, then has a brief
spell on the south coast, before Bristol Channel sailings from

25 May to 18 June. After her usual Clyde season, she is on the
south coast from 1 to 27 September, then on the Thames until

9 October, and ends her season on the Bristol Channel on 13-16
October. The BALMORAL began her season with a Bristol Channel
trip on 30 April, then moved to the Irish Sea; she is on the south
coast on 27-30 May before going to the North East of England and
east coast of Scotland where she runs until 18 July, apart from a
spell on the Thames and Sussex Coast from 15 June to 4 July. Her
main Bristol Channel season is from 22 July to 20 September, and
she finishes the season on the Clyde on 22-25 September. New ports
of call include Caernarfon, Lowestoft and Rye, all by the BALMORAL,
and Salcombe, visited by the WAVERLEY on 22 May.

THAMES

White Horse Ferries plan to introduce two 60-passenger trimarans on
a fast service between Charing Cross and Canary Wharf in the
autumn. The craft are being built by the company at Gravesend and
follow a similar design to the 12-seat EBENEZER SCROOGE.

City Cruises are now sole operators of the Westminster-Tower
service following their purchase of Thames Pleasure Craft's FERRY
QUEEN and the withdrawal of Woods' VITA. The DELTA ROSE, last of
the Thompson's Launches fleet, has been bought and painted red like
the BERTRAM ROSE, FERRY QUEEN, PRINCESS ROSE and WITHEYCOMBE.
Catamaran Cruisers Another craft from the associated fleet of
Bateaux Parisiens has arrived in London from the Seine. It is a
catamaran fitted for sightseeing rather than dining and carries the
name HYDROSPACE ALPHA.

B Murphy was the purchaser of the ZODIAC from Plymouth in 1993, but
she does not appear to have been used last year. She has now
started one-hour sightseeing cruises from St Katharine's Pier by
the Tower.

SOUTH COAST

Croson The POOLE BELLE entered service at Easter on local
cruises, and will be joined by the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE at the Spring
Bank Holiday.

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole, have bought the HYTHE HOTSPUR from
White Horse Ferries and she was 1in service from Poole in April
without a change of name. The largest vessel in Harvey's history,
she was originally the SOUTHSEA QUEEN at Gosport and moved to Hythe
in 1978. Last season she was chartered to Blue Funnel Cruises.
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co The service was
suspended between 6 and 26 March while the BRAMBLE BUSH BAY was
overhauled by Husband's at Marchwood.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

Channiland The SAINT-MALO hit rocks off Corbiere Point, Jersey,
on 18 April at about 1000 whilst travelling from St-Malo and St
Helier to Sark and Guernsey. The 307 passengers were evacuated,
with assistance from the PEGASUS, SEACAT ISLE OF MAN, SOLIDOR 2 and
TRIDENT 5, but some were injured. The SAINT-MALO was towed to St
Aubin's Bay near St Helier and beached. She has since been towed
to Cherbourg for repairs.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries are offering sailings between Liverpool and
Manchester on 20 and 21 May, 3 and 4 June, 29 and 30 July, and
16 and 17 September, in each case travelling one way by road.
There are day trips to the Boat Museum at Ellesmere Port on 8 and
22 July, and 12, 13, 19 and 20 August, and afternoon sea cruises on
23 July, and 6 and 28 August.
S & G Salt, Manchester The PRINCESS KATHERINE is offering day
trips on the Manchester Ship Canal and River Weaver to Northwich on
10 and 11 June, and 27 and 28 August, and to the Boat Museum at
Ellesmere Port on 1 and 2 July; all include coach travel one way.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The freight service from Great

Yarmouth to IJmuiden has been closed after losing £2 million last
year.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 7 May 1995
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This season has brought several interesting changes on the
Thames in London. The beautiful veteran VISCOUNT is running again
after three years laid-up, while (I am tempted to say, going from
the sublime to the «ridiculous), the Parisian sightseeing Dboat
HYDROSPACE ALPHA, looking more 1like a greenhouse than a boat, is
running from Charing Cross. French operators realised some years
ago that passengers on a sightseeing trip do not care whether they
are on something that looks like a boat; what matters is a seat that
gives a good view whatever the weather. If it proves popular here,
other operators will want them as well, and that will be sad for
those of us who like boats.
Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY successfully visited Salcombe on
22 May, anchoring in the estuary while the local passenger vessels
HARVEST REAPER and LADY ELIZABETH acted as tenders. The BALMORAL
was unable to land passengers at Rye on 29 May as the wharf was
closed.

EAST ANGLIA
National Trust Orford Ness, Suffolk, is to be opened to the
public on 8 June for the first time since 1916. It was owned by
the Ministry of Defence until 1992 when it was bought by the Trust.
A limited weekend ferry service will run from Orford Quay by
advance booking only.

THAMES

Southend Water Pleasure The MAID OF THE FORTH is offering public
day trips to Chatham or Rochester on 23 May, 6 and 20 June, 4 and
18 July, 23 August and 4 September. Departures are from the Prince
of Wales Jetty or the Pier, depending on tides.

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS's
public trips are similar to last year's, usually sailing to
Greenwich on Wednesdays and Saturdays, to Southend and Rochester on
Thursdays and Sundays, and to Southend and the River Swale on
Fridays.

Catamaran Cruisers The HYDROSPACE ALPHA entered service between
Charing Cross and Greenwich in mid-May and has a Class V
certificate for 295 passengers.

S A Metcalf & Sons, Westminster The QUEEN ELIZABETH was laid-up
in late-May owing to financial difficulties; her sailings to the
Barrier are being maintained by Tidal Cruises' vessels.

SOUTH COAST

Wightlink has been sold by Sea Containers to CINVen, an

investment company, for £100 million. Sea Containers had bought
the company in 1984 as part of Sealink and retained the IoW routes
after the rest of Sealink was sold to Stena in 1990.

Blue Funnel Cruises have bought the JENNY ANN from Mr and Mrs
Rayment and she is based at Southampton, mainly for charters. The
SOLENT SCENE's Poole programme includes sailings to land at Swanage
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and cruises to the 0ld Harry Rocks on
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.
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Croson Isle of Wight sailings are daily except Sundays and
Mondays from Poole and Bournemouth, and from Swanage on Tuesdays
and Saturdays. Trips from Bournemouth to Brownsea Island and Poole
are offered most days, in addition to Swanage sailings.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Channiland The SAINT-MALO ran aground on 17 April, not the 18th
as stated in the last issue. Repairs at Cherbourg are not expected
to be completed until August.

Condor The CONDOR 11 entered service on 18 May.

Emeraude Lines A new fast car ferry has been ordered from
Kvaerner Fjellstrand in Norway. Although the company had said a
single hulled vessel would be more suited to local sea conditions,
a catamaran design has been chosen. Costing around £12 million, it
will be 197 ft long and will carry 435 passengers and 52 cars at a
speed of 33 knots. Vehicles will be loaded and unloaded via a
stern door only. It is due to replace the SOLIDOR 2 next April.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Torpoint Ferry The PLYM has been to Falmouth for dry-docking.
R D & J H Paynter, St Ives, have retired after running the CORNISH
BELLE since 1963. She continues to run from St Ives under a new
owner, Mr T Wilson.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Shoreline, Gloucester, no longer operate and the HEATHER SPRAY was
sold in 1992 to the Bristol Ferry Boat Co as the EMILY (she
appears, erroneously, in 'Trip Out 1993/94' under both names).

MISCELLANY
The LOCHIEL, used as a pub in Bristol, has closed and may be
broken up. She was operated by MacBrayne from 1939 to 1969, then
ran briefly in 1970 from Fleetwood as the NORWEST LAIRD.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 2 June 1995
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY arrived back in Glasgow on

22 June and runs in Scotland till 28 August. The BALMORAL, now on
the east coast of Scotland, begins her Bristol Channel season on
22 July.

NORTH EAST
J T Hewitt, Hull The HELENA did not enter service on the Humber,
but the owner plans to get another vessel to start sailings.

THAMES
The bowling alley at the entrance to Southend Pier was
destroyed by fire on 7 June, preventing access to the pier and
leading to the suspension of trips by the MAID OF THE FORTH and
calls by the PRINCESS POCAHONTAS and BALMORAL. The Pier was re-
opened on 30 June when sailings resumed.

SOUTH COAST

Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne Mr Allchorn has found a buyer
for the business and is running the SOUTHERN QUEEN and WILLIAM
ALLCHORN this season until the new owners take over. As well as
cruises to Beachy Head, there is a longer coastal cruise at 1030.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Channiland The SAINT-MALO was replaced by the BRITTANIA in May,
while the service from Granville was suspended. A larger catamaran
was chartered in June: the 112-ft 255-passenger SAUD was built in
1990 to run from Spain to North Africa for Yasmine Line. The
SAINT-MALO is expected to return to service in mid-August.

Emeraude Lines The MONT ORGUEIL, smallest fast vessel in the
fleet, is not running to the Channel Isles this season; she has
been chartered to Compagnie Maritime Penn ar Bed for excursions to
Ouessant off the western end of Brittany.

WEST OF ENGLAND
St Mary's Boatmen's Association The KINGFISHER OF ST MARY'S,
a new 49-ft 80-passenger glass-fibre launch has been delivered by
Kingfisher Boats. She follows the traditional layout and is open,
apart from a forward wheelhouse.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries Charter sailings to and from Manchester are
being offered by Co-op Holidaycare on 1 and 2 July, and 9 and 10
September.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN completed her TT
sailings on 12 June as scheduled, and is now laid-up again.
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL is now on the Bristol Channel
and continues there till 20 September.

NORTH EAST
T Machin, Scarborough The CORONIA has started offering a weekly
day trip to Bridlington in conjunction with Richardson & Simpson's
YORKSHIRE BELLE which makes a trip in the opposite direction on the
same day. The boats each offer short trips while their day trip
passengers are ashore.

THAMES

Lee Valley Park The PRIDE OF LEE, based at Clapton, has been
advertised for sale with delivery in the autumn.

S A Metcalf & Sons, Westminster The company has been put into
liquidation and the QUEEN ELIZABETH, currently laid-up, has been
offered for sale. Mr Metcalf had owned her since 1988, having
previously run the CONNAUGHT on the upriver service. He 1is
continuing working as a skipper for other Westminster owners, while
his Westminster-Barrier sailings are being operated by Tidal
Cruises' vessels.

JGF Passenger Boats, Walton-on-Thames, have bought the TIDEWAY
VENTURE, laid-up since about 1991, and she has been returned to
service as the WALTON LADY. She was built in 1975 for service from
Westminster and was a sister of Maynard Launches' COCKNEY SPARROW.
Thames Rivercruise, Reading, has bought the READING from Salter
Bros and she has returned to service with a certificate for 120
passengers. She was the first boat Salters built at their own yard
in Oxford, and she had been owned by them for 94 years. Thames
Rivercruise operate three other vessels; the DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE
is laid-up.

SOUTH COAST

Wey & Arun Canal Trust is introducing a 50-ft 30-passenger narrow
boat on a short restored stretch of canal at Loxwood, near Horsham.
The boat is named ZACHARIAH KEPPEL after the contractor who built
the canal.

Red Funnel Ferries The RED FALCON was advertised to make an
evening cruise to the Cowes Week firework display on 4 August at a
fare of £14. The new ferry due next year is to be named RED EAGLE.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Ferries The last hydrofoil in the fleet, the CONDOR 7, was
sold for service to Zanzibar.

WEST WALES
D V Howells & Sons, Milford The MISS SERENITY was sold last year
and now runs from Inverness to the Moray Firth. Originally built
to run from Torquay, she had spent about four seasons on Milford
Haven.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN has been chartered
to a Portuguese company for four months and, after a 10-day refit
at Birkenhead, left on 17 July for Lisbon. She has not been
renamed or painted in new colours.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 8 August 1995
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The charter trade on the upper Thames now has three historic
steamboats - the ALASKA, WINDSOR BELLE and the newly-restored
STREATLEY. It seems a great pity that public trips are not offered,
even occasionally, but these elegant vessels are welcome sights.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is now running on the South
Coast until 27 September, then visits the Thames.

NORTH EAST
Calder Valley Cruising, Hebden Bridge The business has been
advertised for sale for £59 750. The SARAH SIDDONS, two 12-
passenger boats and a static barge used as a shop are included.

THAMES
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHANTAS's
trips from Southend to Rochester had been suspended by mid-August
to be replaced by short trips from Southend.
Steamship Streatley, Marlow The STREATLEY has been bought from
Salter Bros by a Mr & Mrs Langley who have refitted her original
steam engine and restored her for charter work. She has a black
hull and white funnel, and can carry 120 passengers. She is based
at Harleyford, near Marlow, but has steamed as far as London, for
the VJ Day commemorations on 19 August.
Windsor Belle, Wargrave The WINDSOR BELLE is again available for
charter, but now based at Wargrave instead of Hurley.

SOUTH COAST

Solent & Wight Line Cruises The day cruise to Yarmouth and the
Needles is not being run this year, but the RYDE SCENE has normally
offered a day trip from Yarmouth on Thursdays to Portsmouth. On
Wednesdays, a day cruise has been advertised from Sandown and
Southsea to the Beaulieu River.

Bon Hope Cruises, Portsmouth This new operator runs Portsmouth
Harbour cruises jointly with J Butcher & Sons, Gosport Ferry and M
G Pearce; the vessel used is the SEA CREST, previously owned by Mr
Stuart at Exmouth.

Blue Star Boats, Hamble The owner, Mr C Hall, now also runs the
Hamble-Warsash ferry following the retirement of the former
ferryman, Mr Sedgewick.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor A further fast catamaran has been ordered from
International Catamarans in Australia and should enter service to
the CI next April. Costing about £22 million, it will be 266 ft
long and carry 700 passengers and 180 cars. The CONDOR 11, after
just one season on the English Channel, will be transferred to run
in Denmark between Kalundborg and Aarhus.
Channiland The SAINT-MALO returned to service in mid-August, four
months after her grounding.
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WEST OF ENGLAND

Drake's Island in Plymouth Sound has been sold to a local
businessman who plans to open it as a hotel and tourist attraction
next year. The island has been closed and unused for about six
years, but was previously used as an adventure training centre.

NORTH WEST

Bowness Bay Boating Co The three laid-up boats, BELLE ISLE,
VENTURE and WYNANDER, have been advertised for sale for £40 000
each. All are fully enclosed boats with glass fibre hulls.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN has begun

operating between Funchal, Madeira, and the island of Porto Santo,
a distance of about 40 miles.
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The 1995 summer season will long be remembered for the long
hot, dry spell which began in mid-June and continued till late
August. It was the best summer since 1976 and will have brought
good business to all pleasure boat operators.

If the above paragraph seems 1like a statement of the
blindingly obvious, two points need to be remembered. First,
readers in other countries may not realise how lucky we were here;
some parts of southern Europe have apparently suffered poor summer

weather. Secondly, a summary of the summer weather needs to
recorded as it 1is so important to the history of the excursion
business - in years to come, our memories of summer weather may be

vague, but the facts may explain changes in the excursion trade.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY sails on the Thames until

9 October, then goes to the Bristol Channel for her final weekend.
The BALMORAL completed her season on the Clyde on the weekend of
22-25 September.

THAMES
The Port of London Authority wants to sell five piers and has

invited offers for Lambeth, Cadogan (Chelsea), Putney, Kew Gardens
and Richmond. The first two have no public trips, but the other
three are used in summer.

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust The steamer's final trips
of the season are on 4 November to Queenborough and on 5 November
for a 5-hour bird watching cruise.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Sailings to Kew and
Hampton Court are due to continue till 22 October this year.

SOUTH COAST
Bon Hope Cruises, Portsmouth The SEA CREST (see last issue) 1is to
be replaced and has been advertised for sale for £15 000.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor The passenger-only wave-piercing catamaran CONDOR 9 has
returned from charter (in the Caribbean ?) and began running day
trips from Torquay in August. Until 30 September, day trips to
Jersey on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and to Guernsey on
Wednesdays and Fridays, left at 0800 and arrived back at 2045,
giving 6-7 hours ashore. Only day return passengers were carried,
at a fare of £18.
Channiland The master of the SAINT-MALO has been blamed for her
grounding in April. The cost of repairs was about Fr 20 million
(£2.5 million).

WEST OF ENGLAND
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth, plans to run trips from Sidmouth and
the local council has approved a trial for one season.
Condor See 'Channel Islands'.
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G H Ridalls & Sons. Dartmouth The new DITTISHAM PRINCESS was not
delivered this summer and services were run with just three boats
as the DARTMOTHIAN had been sold.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
B Williams, Swansea, has introduced trips on the River Tawe using
the waterbus CYGNET, bought from Bann Cruises, Coleraine. The
river is no longer tidal following the building of a barrage.
Trips are offered on Sunday afternoons until December.

NORTH WEST

S Salt, Manchester The PRINCESS KATHERINE was chartered by North
West Water on 8-10 September for trips from the Ellesmere Port Boat
Museum to their treatment plant at Astmoor near Runcorn.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co In the first half of the year, the
company suffered a pre-tax loss of £107 000, compared with a profit
of £1.18 million in 1994. The loss is blamed on the North Sea
freight service, now closed. The Company aims to operate just two
ships, a fast ferry and a conventional ferry, instead of the
present fleet of the KING ORRY, LADY OF MANN (now in Portugal),
SEACAT ISLE OF MAN and cargo ferry PEVERIL.
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As usual, November brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's "top
ten" excursion fleets. Again, operators are listed by total gross
tonnage; passenger capacities are changing as vessels have to meet
new safety rules (with a few exceptions, those built before 1971 now
comply, while those built between 1971 and 1980 must conform by 1

April 1996). In the table, figures in brackets are last year's
position.

1(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 grt

2(2) Catamaran Cruisers 904 grt

3(3) Windermere I S Co/Bowness Bay 873 grt

4(4) Woods River Services 692 grt

5(8) City Cruises 589 grt

6(5) Blue Funnel Cruises 550 grt

7(7) George Wheeler Launches 544 grt

8(6) Solent & Wightline Cruises 499 grt

9(-) Livett's Launches 436 grt

10(9) River Tyne Cruises 420 grt

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY arrived back in Glasgow on
18 October.

EAST ANGLIA

The GOLDEN GALLEON, in service at Great Yarmouth until 1994,
was out of service last season, but has now been offered for sale
by brokers for £75 000, with her established trade.

THAMES

Colliers Launches have bought the QUEEN ELIZABETH from the
liquidators of S A Metcalf & Sons Ltd. She will be used for the
charter trade.

Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co A new vessel to be named GEORGIAN
is being built by David Abels at Bristol and should be delivered in
December. She is 99 ft long and can carry 150 passengers, having a
90-seat dining saloon with an open deck above.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Winter services from Weymouth are maintained by the
HAVELET alone, sailing five times weekly.

NORTH WEST
Bridgewater Packet Boat Service, Manchester The CASTLEFIELD has
been offered for sale for £32 250.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co is not to renew the charter of the
SEACAT ISLE OF MAN for a third season, and sailings next summer
will be maintained by the KING ORRY and LADY OF MANN whose
Portuguese charter has ended. The SEACAT attracted additional day
excursion traffic, but no more staying visitors, and the company
thought the charter fee was too high. They plan to get another
fast craft for 1997. This winter, the company is seeking to impose
new working conditions on crews and wants 49 redundancies.
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THAMES

Campion Launches Sailings between Greenwich and the Barrier are
to continue at weekends throughout the winter, using the LONDON
BELLE or VISCOUNT.

City Cruises have ordered a new vessel from Steel-Kit of
Aberystwyth. Designed for sightseeing, rather than functions, it
will carry 470 passengers and is costing £1 million.

SOUTH COAST

Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne The new owner is a Mr Ronald
Keyte. The 1996 season runs from mid-May to early October, with
daily trips at 1030, 1130, 1230, 1330, then every half hour to
1630.

Red Funnel Ferries The RED EAGLE was launched at Port Glasgow on
23 November. The company 1is interested in expanding overseas and
is apparently considering involvement in ferry services in Latin
America or the Far East.

Blue Funnel Cruises The SOLENT SCENE will run from Poole again
next year, from March to October.

G C Eveleigh, Lymington The 100-passenger new vessel, originally
due this year, is now due to enter service next year as the ISLAND
PRINCESS. She will run with the PUFFIN, with regular trips to
Yarmouth as well as cruises. The smaller SKYLARK has been sold.
Croson The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE ended her season at the end of
September and the POOLE BELLE continued as usual till the end of
October.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor The fast service from Weymouth will start next year on
28 March and continue till 31 October.
Emeraude Lines The new fast car ferry is due in service in May

and will have a similar schedule to that attempted with the
EMERAUDE in 1994, doing three daily trips from St-Malo to Jersey
and one to Guernsey. The company also plans to start passenger
services to Guernsey from Diélette, to the north of Carteret.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co Next year, the SCILLONIAN III runs
from 30 March to 26 October and the timetable is similar to

last year's. Sailings are daily (except Sundays) until 5 October,
then on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays; there is one
Sunday trip, on 4 August. On Saturdays, there are two round trips

on 25 May, 1 June, and from 20 July to 31 August; on most other
Saturdays, the sailing is from Penzance at 1100 and from St Mary's
at 1500, but a normal day trip, leaving Penzance at 0915 is offered
on 4 May and on 12, 19 and 26 October. "Short break" return fares
start at £40 and a peak season period return is £65.

WEST WALES
S Crockford, Tenby The VIKING SAGA has been advertised for sale
for £47 000.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Nene Charter Co. Peterborough The business was sold in 1994 to a
Mr J A Renton, and is now on the market again. The KEY FERRY has
continued to offer trips on the River Nene from Peterborough.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN left Madeira on

13 November on completion of her charter. The MONA'S QUEEN has
finally been sold after five years laid-up in Birkenhead. She has
been renamed MARY THE QUEEN and was due to leave for the
Philippines in early December. The SEACAT ISLE OF MAN was still at
Birkenhead in mid-November having repairs to her bow after damage
in bad weather on 27 September.

MISCELLANY
The ST KEYNE, running from Tenby till the end of the 1993

season and then sold to owners at Fleetwood, has been placed on the
market for £25 000. It is not clear whether she has been used as a
passenger boat in the past two seasons.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 5 December 1995



http://www.trip-out.co.uk/

WY QUL —

The new year brought bad news for employees of Wightlink:
redundancies and the ending of union agreements. Even the daily
shipping paper 'Lloyd's List', not normally noted for its left wing
views, criticised this hostile approach to staff relations. The
company is one of our most profitable ferry companies, a matter that
was 1investigated by the Monopolies and Mergers Commission as

recently as 1991. The new management style is a consequence of last
year's change of ownership; the new owners of Wightlink plainly want
to reduce their debts as quickly as possible. Sadly, their actions

show little consideration for their staff or for people who live on
the Isle of Wight and others who rely on the ferry services.

Still on the subject of 1Isle of Wight ferries, I was
intrigued to hear that Red Funnel's new ship will have an "executive
lounge" with a bar and dance floor. Perhaps there are many
executives who go to East Cowes and complain that there is nowhere
to have a dance. More probably, Red Funnel hopes to attract parties
for social functions, taking trade from Blue Funnel Cruises and
other excursion operators. I personally can't see a return ferry
trip to East Cowes comparing with a cruise on a vessel designed for
pleasure.

Geoffrey Hamer

THAMES
Charing Cross Pier is to be temporarily moved a short

distance downstream to allow work on the railway tunnels under the
present pier. Work started in December.

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust Afternoon cruises run this
year on Sundays and Bank Holidays from 5 May to 6 October, and on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 10 July to

6 September; these sail from Chatham Dockyard, Rochester Pier and,
in July and August, Strood Pier and Chatham's Sun Pier. Special
trips include sailing barge races on 25 May and 8 June, a cruise
round Sheppey on 22 June, a visit to London on 4-6 July, day trips
to Southend on 27 July and 10 August, a landing on Sheerness Beach
on 3 August, Snodland on 17 August, the MEDWAY QUEEN on 31 August,
Faversham Creek on 28 September, Queenborough on 2 November, and a
bird watching cruise on 3 November.

Salter Bros This season's services run from 19 May to

16 September. Oxford-Abingdon and Reading-Henley are unchanged,
but Windsor-Staines is offered twice daily instead of just in the
morning, while the afternoon Windsor-Maidenhead trip is for booked
parties only. From 2 July to 6 September, a return trip from
Marlow to Windsor runs on Mondays and Fridays (but not on the Bank
Holiday) and an afternoon trip from Marlow to Henley runs on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Boating Matters, Sonning The CONTENT has been offered for sale
for £19 750. She was built in 1936 and ran from Plymouth, then
Fleetwood before coming to the Thames in 1989.

SOUTH COAST
Wightlink FEarly in January, the company announced 69 redundancies
and the termination of trades union agreements.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
The 'International Festival of the Sea' takes place in
Bristol on 24-27 May. Amongst many visiting ships, the SHIELDHALL
and WAVERLEY will be berthed in the City Docks.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Linda Cruises, Cosgrove The LINDA has been offered for sale with
her existing business on the Grand Union canal for £27 000. The
business has been owned by Mr T I Morley since 1991.
Union Canal Carriers, Braunston The WATER OUZEL has been
advertised for sale for £22 500.
Sherborne Wharf, Birmingham, has bought the narrow boat SAINT
CATHERINE (listed on page 103 of 'Trip out 1995/96'). She last
operated on the River Wey from Guidford.

NORTH WEST
Wyre Borough Council has invited tenders for running the
Fleetwood to Knott End ferry - either for a summer service for the

next two years, or for year-round service for ten years.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The former MONA'S QUEEN, renamed MARY
THE QUEEN and registered in Honduras, called in Malta in mid-
December on her delivery voyage to the Philippines. Caledonian
MacBrayne's CLAYMORE will offer an Ardrossan-Douglas service on
just seven weekends this year, leaving Ardrossan on Saturdays 1 and
8 June, then from 13 July to 10 August, returning from Douglas the
next day. The single passenger fare is £30.
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THAMES
White Horse Ferries The MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT, first of a planned
series of fast 60-passenger trimarans, is now in service. She runs

commuter services in London between London Bridge City, St
Katharine, Canary Wharf and Scandic Crown Hotel, replacing the 12-
passenger EBENEZER SCROOGE.

George Wheeler Launches The ROYALTY has been refitted and has
returned to service from Westminster to Greenwich after being laid-
up for two years. She carries a new colour scheme advertising the
National Maritime Museum with the slogan "A voyage through history
to where time begins."

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Emeraude Lines will not be operating from Portbail this year, but
the TRIDENT IV will start services from Diélette as well as running
from Carteret.

WEST OF ENGLAND

M D Barrow, Exmouth The DEVON PRINCESS III is offering winter
bird watching cruises on the Exe estuary for the RSPB. For
details, contact Astbury Travel.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is off service for refit from
20 January to 4 March, and the island-based 1l2-passenger launch
ISLANDER is running to Clovelly. This summer, the OLDENBURG serves
Ilfracombe from 30 March to 28 September, though the first
Ilfracombe trip suitable as a day trip is on 4 May. There are 13
sailings from Clovelly between 16 May and 26 September, including
six from Ilfracombe via Clovelly and three from Bideford via
Clovelly; only seven sailings from Lundy return to Clovelly,
including the last Clovelly call on 4 October, and on other dates
day trippers from Clovelly are returned there by coach from
Bideford. The day return fare is £23 from all ports.

NORTH WEST
Coniston Ferry Services want to open a new landing stage at the
south end of the lake at Brown Howe, and to extend the present
service from Coniston to call at Brown Howe and Park-a-Moor.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Next summer, Dublin services run from
5 April to 27 September, and Belfast is served between 7 April and
22 September. Day trips from Fleetwood to Douglas are on 26 and 27
May, then on Tuesdays from 18 June to 10 September; on 5 July,
there is the usual Tynwald Day excursion from Douglas to Fleetwood.
After completing her refit on the Mersey, the SEACAT ISLE OF MAN
began running for Hoverspeed between Dover and Calais on

13 January. Next summer, she will run on a new service between
Norway and Denmark in a joint venture between her owners and Color
Line. She will be renamed SEACAT NORGE, the fifth name borne in
five years.
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MISCELLANY
The ROCHESTER QUEEN is now open as a pub in her new location
in Port Medway Marina at Cuxton near Rochester. Originally the

CORONIA at Scarborough, her history is told in a booklet published
last year by the owner of the present CORONIA.

The former floating pub LOCHIEL is being broken-up in Bristol
where she had been berthed since 1978. She served David MacBrayne
from 1939 to 1969, then ran unsuccessfully from Fleetwood in 1970
as the NORWEST LAIRD.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 7 February 1996



http://www.trip-out.co.uk/

WY QUL

Waverley Excursions Publication of the 1996 timetable has been
delayed, and it is not expected to be ready till later this month.

THAMES

Catamaran Cruisers A further vessel is being transferred from the
associated fleet in Paris and will replace the VICEROY this year.

A sistership of the HYDROSPACE ALPHA, her previous name is believed
to be CHARLES TRENET, and the new name will be HYDROSPACE BETA.
Crown River Cruises bought the SYDNEY HULL from Catamaran Cruisers
after she was gutted by fire in 1993, and she is now being rebuilt
at Greenwich as a two-deck boat for the charter trade.

London Waterbus Co The service on the Regent's Canal runs every
day this year from 1 April to 27 October, then continues at
weekends in winter. Special day trips are offered to Limehouse on

Saturdays 29 June, 20 July, 3 and 17 August, and 7 and 21
September, to Three Mills on the River Lea on 1 June, and to
Brentford on 30-31 August.

SOUTH COAST
Brownsea Island will be open to the public this year from

1 April to 29 September.

Wightlink On the Portsmouth-Fishbourne route this year, three
ships are scheduled all year, giving three sailings every two
hours. A four-ship service, with sailings every half hour, is
advertised for 4-9 April, 3-6 May, then on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays and Mondays from 24 May to 29 September, and every day from
12 July to 16 September. On Lymington-Yarmouth, sailings are
hourly until 31 March, then half-hourly, needing three ships, for
the rest of the year.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Emeraude Lines The new fast car ferry is to be named SOLIDOR 3.
Her entry into service, originally due on 29 April, has been
delayed to 8 June. The TRIDENT IV mentioned in the last issue
should have been TRIDENT 4.

NORTH WEST
Windermere Iron Steamboat Co The SWAN, TEAL and TERN run between
Lakeside, Bowness and Ambleside daily from 30 March to 3 November.
The launches of the Bowness Bay Boating Co run all-year services
between Bowness and Ambleside.
National Trust (Enterprises), Coniston The GONDOLA is scheduled
to run daily this year from 30 March to 3 November.

MISCELLANY
Although Scotland is outside the normal scope of this
newssheet, an unusual charter on 20/21 April deserves a mention.
THE SECOND SNARK will sail from Greenock via the Kyles of Bute to
Ardrishaig and through the Crinan Canal to Crinan. Further details
of the trip and arrangements for accommodation and connections from
the organiser, Mr N J Hill.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 6 March 1996
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The end of the Isle of Man Steam Packet Co's independent
existence after 166 years will sadden many, but should not come as a
shock after the management's recent Dblunders which have included

wasting £3 million on a North Sea freight service. They have also
lost money by chartering the "Seacat" from Sea Containers who, as
the new owners, plan to bring in more fast craft. Indeed, their

main motive in buying the Steam Packet may be to find employment for
their fast craft, charters elsewhere rarely having lasted more than
a few months. More and more fast car ferries are being ordered
throughout Europe, vyet few firms seem able to make money running
them; craft are chartered and sub-chartered, and switched from one
route to another with bewildering frequency. The bubble will burst
before too long, and there will be casualties amongst both operators
and shipyards.

Geoff Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY begins her season on the Clyde
at Easter, on 5-8 April, then after dry-docking, has Clyde trips on
27-28 April before coming south. She is on the South Coast on

1-2 May, the Thames from 3 to 13 May, then has three days on the
South coast, including sailings from Kingswear and Mevagissey.
There are public trips on the Bristol Channel from 21 May to

17 June, an evening cruise from Holyhead on 18 June, then the main
Clyde season. She is back on the South Coast from 5 to 30
September, then has eight days on the Thames, spends 10-14 October
on the Bristol Channel and 18-20 October on the Clyde with a
special sailing to mark the 50th anniversary of her launch. The
BALMORAL begins her season on the Bristol Channel on 22 May, visits
Bantry Bay in Ireland on 7-9 June, runs various Irish Sea sailings
on 11-24 June, then visits the South Coast, Thames and East Anglia,
before her main Bristol Channel season from 13 July to 26
September. New ports of call include Porlock Weir and Woody Bay,
served by tender on the Bristol Channel.

NORTH EAST
Pennine Boat Trips of Skipton The DALESMAN is making a special
six-hour public trip on 20 April from Skipton to Bingley.

THAMES
Summer services in London resumed on 1 April when sailings to
Kew and Hampton Court were restarted.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The RED EAGLE is due to enter service on
15 April, and the NETLEY CASTLE will be sold.
Croson The Bolson family have sold a share of the business and

significant changes are expected this season. The POOLE BELLE is
being re-engined this spring.

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole The HYTHE HOTSPUR was only on
charter last season, but is expected to be purchased (and
presumably renamed) this year.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS
Passenger numbers for last year's services from France were:
St-Malo 368 709 (down 6%); Granville 46 734 (down 14%); Carteret
58 994 (up 6%); Portbail 4 417 (down 40%).
Emeraude Lines The former EMERAUDE, returned to her builders
after an unsuccessful season in 1994, was renamed CORSAIRE 6000;
after being laid-up for over a year, she has recently been sold for
service in Tahiti.
Channiland will not be running from Granville this year and will
run only from St-Malo with the SAINT-MALO. The BRITTANIA, which
has run from Granville for the past four seasons, is to be
transferred to the associated company Navix to open a service from
Quiberon to Belle-Ile on the West coast of France.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
National Waterways Museum, Gloucester The QUEEN BOADICEA II was
scheduled to make trips to Sharpness on 23 March and 11 May, and
one to Tewkesbury on 20 April.
D Page, Hampton Loade, has taken over the ferry across the River
Severn from two sisters who had run it for 32 years.
Dudley Canal Trust (Trips) has taken over an old canalside
pumphouse as its headquarters, and details of the tunnel trips can
be obtained from Blowers Green Pumphouse.

NORTH WEST
The Mersey Ferries Co-op Holidaycare is organising its usual
charter trips on the Manchester Ship Canal, on 18-19 May and 20-21
July.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The company's results for 1995

show a profit before tax of £587 000, compared with £2.46 million
in 1994. Exceptional costs of £4 million are blamed on the now-
closed North Sea freight service and the expensive charter of the
SEACAT ISLE OF MAN. On 29 March, Sea Containers announced that it
had gained control of the company by buying shares from Mercury
Asset Management to increase its stake to 58%. It has made a bid
for the remaining shares which values the company at £46.8 million.
Sea Containers has replaced managing director David Dixon by Hamish
Ross, manager of the Stranraer-Belfast Seacat service, and claims
the KING ORRY and LADY OF MANN will be replaced by two fast
ferries, one of which will run all year round.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 3 April 1996
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This vyear, several of the WAVERLEY's sailings celebrate
anniversaries, most notably marking her own launch in October 1946.
Some of the other occasions seem rather contrived: there 1is the
sixtieth anniversary of the MARCHIONESS OF GRAHAM, a ship even most
shipping enthusiasts had forgotten (next year they can commemorate
the fortieth anniversary of her withdrawal from service). There is
a danger of boring the general public on whose support the ships
rely.

One anniversary which certainly deserves to be celebrated is
the centenary of the HENLEY, running this season in her wusual
immaculate condition from Westminster to Kew and Hampton Court. A
souvenir postcard showing her as she was in 1896 and as she is now
is for sale on board.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY left the Clyde on 28 April and
is now on the Thames.

EAST ANGLIA
Cambridge Passenger Cruisers began operating on the River Cam
last year with the GEORGINA, a 79-ft 110-passenger vessel built by
David Abels at Bristol (Abels was coincidentally at the same time
building THE GEORGIAN for the Maidenhead Steam Navigation Co).

THAMES

Lower Thames and Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
begins public trips on 22 May, and sailings follow the usual
pattern, going from Gravesend to London on Wednesdays and
Saturdays, and to Southend on Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays; there
should also be some trips to Rochester. She has a charter at
Southampton in late-September.

Catamaran Cruisers The HYDROSPACE BETA has been delivered from
Paris and is being refitted at Gravesend. The VALULLA has

also been off for a major refit, so Campion Launches' VISCOUNT has
been on charter, running daily from Charing Cross since 1 April.
Crown River Cruises The trips from Westminster, run jointly

with Westminster Party Boats, now call at St Katharine Pier as well
as London Bridge City and, in summer, Festival Pier.

The Floating Boater, Little Venice The narrow boat LAPWING

has been advertised for sale with her business for £55 000. The
wide-beam PRINCE REGENT is not on offer.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The RED EAGLE left Greenock for Southampton on
3 April.

G C Eveleigh, Lymington The new ISLAND PRINCESS is being built by
Steel Technique at Minster, Kent, and is due for delivery this
month.

Croson is now trading as Dorset Belle Cruises. The BOURNEMOUTH
BELLE is running alone until later this month, with trips at
weekends only from Bournemouth to Swanage and Brownsea Island.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

Channiland is to cease operations and the SAINT-MALO will be
operated by Condor. Channiland had already announced the closure
of its service from Granville, where the company started running in
1992.

Condor The HAVELET was refitted at Southampton from 16 April.

The new CONDOR 12 has entered service.

Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 3 begins on 8 June, doing two daily
round trips from St-Malo to Jersey, and five trips a week to
Guernsey. From 28 June to 8 September, she is based at St Peter
Port, leaving at 0545 (except Wednesdays) for St-Malo, then doing
two or three trips to Jersey, before returning to Guernsey in the
evening (except Tuesdays). Passenger-only services from Carteret
to Jersey operate from 4 April to 11 November and, following
harbour works at Carteret, departure times are much more regular as
the port can be used for around five hours on each tide. When
tides at Carteret are unsuitable, on 3-5 days each fortnight,
saililings are offered instead from the new port of Diélette, taking
1 hr 30 mins to St Helier or 1 hr 10 mins to St Peter Port.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Smuggler's Cottage of Tolverne The HEATHER has been replaced by
the CORNISH BELLE from St Ives, and in summer there are three round
trips daily from the Cottage to Falmouth's Custom House Quay. The
CORNISH BELLE was originally the QUEEN OF THE FAL and ran on the
Fal until 1963.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Leighton Lady Cruises, Leighton Buzzard The business has been
advertised for sale.

NORTH WEST
Mersey Ferries Special cruises this year include Manchester Ship
Canal trips on 1-2 June, 17-18 August and 28-29 September (these
are in addition to the Co-op trips mentioned in the last
issue), 2-hour sea and river cruises on 27 May, 7 and 28 July, and
26 August, and a race between the three ships on 9 June.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY was unable to make her first
calls at Mevagissey on 16 May, and instead called at St Mawes where
passengers were landed by tender. The BALMORAL has started her
season repainted in the colours of P & A Campbell Ltd, her
operators from 1969 to 1980.

THAMES

Southend Water Pleasure has bought the DUCHESS M from River Tyne
Cruises to run trips to and from Kent, sailings offered
occasionally in recent seasons in the MAID OF THE FORTH. The
DUCHESS M was due to start on 25 May and, until 29 September,
offers day trips from Southend to Strood on Tuesdays, day trips
from Strood to Southend on Thursdays and Sundays, and trips between
Southend and Queenborough on Saturdays. Originally the Gosport
ferry VESTA, she went to London in 1974, was rebuilt and renamed in
1979, and went to the Tyne in 1990.

Catamaran Cruisers The VALULLA has returned to service rebuilt
with her upper deck, previously enclosed, now open.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor is to run the CONDOR 9 from Torquay again this season. The
CONDOR 10 has been chartered to Stena Line to run between

Fishguard and Rosslare this summer, and will return to New Zealand
in the autumn for her third winter on charter there. The SAINT-
MALO has been chartered from Channiland for five years and has been
renamed CONDOR FRANCE, retaining her French registry.

Isle of Sark Shipping Co plans to run summer trips from the French
port of Diélette to Sark.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Paignton Pleasure Cruises The CORAL STAR IV has been sold by Mr
Hodges to Mr Clarke who also owns OUR BOY DAVID. The service to
Torquay 1is no longer operated, but there is still an hourly service
to Brixham.
G H Ridalls & Sons. Dartmouth The new DITTISHAM PRINCESS is
now in service and has replaced the TOTNES PRINCESS. A 2-hour sea
cruise towards Start Point is advertised to run most days at 1340
this summer.
Plymouth Boat Cruises Trips to Calstock run until 13 October;
this year's cruises to Weir Head are on 1, 2, 30 and 31 August.
Balcomb Boats, St Mawes, have bought the PRINCESS MARIA from the
Pill family of Falmouth and she has been renamed ALOUETTE, the name
she carried in London in the 1960s.
GH & WG Pill, Falmouth, bought the ADRIAN GILBERT from Dart
Pleasure Craft and she is the main vessel on the St Mawes ferry.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The day return fare this season is
£29, increasing to £30 in July and August. A 1l6-hour cruise from
Penzance to see seabirds is scheduled for 11 August.

WEST WALES
S Crockford, Tenby, last year bought the CALDEY QUEEN from Mr M
Attwell of Saundersfoot. Previously the HEART'S CONTENT at
Dartmouth, she has spent six years at Saundersfoot.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS

Cherwell Valley Cruises The BUSCOT is no longer in service and is
on the market for £23 000.

Linda Cruises, Cosgrove The LINDA has been sold to a Mr Steve
Miles who will continue to run her from Cosgrove under the name
Linda Cruising Co. Mr and Mrs Morley, who have owned the business

since 1991, will continue to run the smaller CHARLIE on trips from
Stoke Bruerne.

NORTH WEST
Coniston Launch is the new trading name of Coniston Ferry Services.
The new service to the southern part of the lake, sailing from
Torver and calling at Brown How and Park-a-Mor, is due to run on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays from 26 May to 18 July, then daily
from 20 July to 1 September; this service connects hourly at Torver
with the boat serving the northern part of the lake. The northern
service runs throughout the year.
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Nearly seven years have passed since the tragic sinking of
the MARCHIONESS. The evening and night-time charter trade in London
has still not recovered, though in the day-time the boats seem
busier than ever with charter work. Perhaps the night-time party
trade will never regain 1its popularity, having gone out of fashion
even when most people have forgotten the MARCHIONESS.

The effect of fashion on the excursion trade has usually been
overlooked, but the public's choice of where to spend leisure time
and money is very much a matter of the whims of current taste. The
heyday of the coastal excursion ship was in Edwardian times when it
was fashionable to promenade at the seaside but not fashionable to

sunbathe or sit on a Dbeach. Once a suntan became socially
desirable, people packed the beaches and excursion ships went into
decline. One of the social changes since the last war has been the

growth of eating out for pleasure, which should have been a great
opportunity for shipping companies; sadly, in Britain at least, it
was a fashion which was ignored by excursion operators and even
today, a meal on the WAVERLEY is something to alleviate hunger
rather than something to be enjoyed.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY arrived back on the Clyde on

19 June after her Bristol Channel sailings. The BALMORAL is
currently on the Thames, having made her first trip to France, from
Eastbourne to Boulogne, on 29 June. She starts her Bristol Channel
season on 13 July.

NORTH EAST
Alan Oliver (Cruises), Doncaster The WYRE LADY has been
advertised for sale for £85 000 and is apparently to be replaced by
a new vessel. She was originally the ASHTON on the Clyde, and has
been at Doncaster since 1978.

THAMES

London Borough of Greenwich The annual charity cruise from
Woolwich through Tower Bridge was made on 6 July by the JAMES
NEWMAN .

Catamaran Cruisers The refit of the HYDROSPACE BETA was completed
in June and she is now in service from Charing Cross.

B Murphy, London The ZODIAC is laid-up at Teddington, and has
been offered for sale for £19 000. She returned to London in

1993 after a spell at Plymouth, but she has not seen much service
and her wooden hull is now in a very poor condition.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor The CONDOR 9 has resumed day trips from Torquay and is due
to run till the end of September, sailing to Jersey on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, to Guernsey on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and to Alderney
on Fridays; all trips leave Torquay at 0800 and get back at 2030,
giving 5-6 hours ashore. The day return fare is £25.

Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 3 entered service on 8 June and a
naming ceremony was held four days later. The SOLIDOR 2 is to be
kept in reserve for at least part of the summer, but is expected to
be sold.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS
National Waterways Museum, Gloucester The QUEEN BOADICEA ITI will

be making day trips to Sharpness on 7 September and 5 October, and
one to Tewkesbury on 21 September.

NORTH WEST
Mersey Ferries The MOUNTWOOD was chartered to tender to the US
aircraft carrier JOHN F KENNEDY off Dun Laoghaire, and she arrived
in Ireland on 1 July. Also on charter for the five-day visit was
Caledonian MacBrayne's CLAYMORE.
S Salt (Irwell & Mersey Packet Co) The PRINCESS KATHERINE is
offering sailings between Salford, Eastham and Ellesmere Port,
along the Manchester Ship Canal, on 25 and 26 August.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Sea Containers' share offer was
extended to 17 June, after which the company announced it owned
over 95% of the Steam Packet's shares. Caledonian MacBrayne's
CLAYMORE was chartered for a round trip from Douglas to Heysham on
1/2 June, carrying traffic to the TT Races.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY continues on the Clyde until
1 September. South Coast sailings begin on 5 September.

THAMES

The CAPTAIN JAMES COOK, last vessel owned by Thames Pleasure
Craft, has been sold and has left London, reportedly for Scotland.
She came to the Thames in 1976 after one season at Middlesbrough,
and ran from Gravesend before joining the fleet of Thames Pleasure
Craft at Tower Pier in 1978. She had been laid up since the
company ceased trading.
Tidal Cruises have bought Lambeth Pier from the Port of London
Authority and their vessels are now based there.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The NETLEY CASTLE remains at Southampton

and was brought back into service for one day on 31 July when the
RED OSPREY had broken down.

White Horse Ferries The GREAT EXPECTATIONS C D has been
transferred from the Thames, having been replaced on the Tilbury
ferry by the MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. The HOTSPUR IV is advertised to
make cruises to the Hamble River and the Solent on 6, 8 and 10
August to mark her 50th birthday; she seems set to continue in
service, while the NEW FORESTER is laid-up.

Dorset Belle Cruises The POOLE BELLE now makes a double trip

to Yarmouth on Wednesdays, allowing a return trip from the island
to Bournemouth, leaving at 1100 and getting back to Yarmouth at
1700; on other days (except Sundays), there are cruises from
Yarmouth to the Needles at 1215 and 1415.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor Ferries plans to use Poole instead of Weymouth next year.
Poole was used by British Channel Island Ferries from 1989 to 1994
when they were taken over by Condor.

Cotentin Ferries, a new French company, began running to Jersey

on 27 July using the TRAVIATA, an 89-ft 178-passenger craft with a
speed of 27 knots. Until 29 September, she will run from Granville
to St Helier, competing with Emeraude Lines, and from Portbail to
Gorey, a route abandoned by other operators.

WEST OF ENGLAND
The Irish catamaran FIONAN OF SKELLIG was taken on charter
last year by the Ministry of Defence as a tender at Devonport. She
is to be replaced next year by two purpose-built catamarans.
K J Bridge, Plymouth Last year, the QUEEN OF HELFORD was replaced
by the DARTMOTHIAN from G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth, which was
renamed DEVON BELLE. This is her fifth name, though she has only
been based at Dartmouth and Plymouth; she was previously owned by
Mr Bridge in 1978-81 when she was named SOUTHERN COMFORT OF
PLYMSTOCK.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
'William de Braose', Abergavenny The full name of the canal
restaurant boat introduced in 1991 appears to be LORD WILLIAM DE
BRAOSE. She is now based at Govilon Wharf near Abergavenny.

WEST WALES
S Crockford, Tenby The CALDEY QUEEN's sailings are advertised as
a waterbus service, leaving Saundersfoot for Tenby at 1015, 1145,
1315, 1445 and 1615, and leaving Tenby 45 minutes later.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 7 August 1996
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY started her South Coast sailings
as scheduled on 5 September and continues till the 30th. She then
runs on the Thames till 8 October and on the Bristol Channel from
10 to 14 October. The BALMORAL closes her Bristol Channel season
with a Padstow-Scilly-Penzance sailing on 26 September, then takes
the sailing round the Isle of Wight on the 28th instead of the
WAVERLEY. Both ships are on charter on the Solent on 29 September.

THAMES

The three Riverbuses, CONRAD CHELSEA HARBOUR, D H L WORLDWIDE
EXPRESS and VERITATEM, laid-up since the service ceased in 1993,
have been taken to Tilbury and are being considered for use in the
Naval bases at Portsmouth and Devonport.
Tonbridge Waterways The CAXTON has been joined on the Medway by
the open boat BRITANNIA II, previously run by River Arun Cruises.
White Horse Ferries The first of two new trimarans is named
WILKINS MICAWBER and is the same design as the MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT,
but with an engine of 473 hp instead of 185 hp. She is due to
enter service in the autumn on a fast service between Charing Cross
and Canary Wharf.
George Wheeler Launches, Westminster The managing director and
principal owner, Mr Albert Ellis, died of a heart attack in August.
He had run the business since the mid-1950s.

SOUTH COAST

The BT Global Challenge round-the-world yacht race, which
starts from Southampton on 29 September, will bring a large number
of spectator craft to the Solent on charter. Amongst visting
vessels will be the WAVERLEY, BALMORAL and PRINCESS POCAHONTAS.
G C Eveleigh, Lymington The ISLAND PRINCESS was delivered from
Kent by 26 August and is now in service. She is a steel twin-screw
vessel with a design based on that of the DART PRINCESS of
Paignton; she has a saloon forward, with a wheelhouse and open
passenger deck above. She cost around £200 000 and, with a Class
IV certificate, can do year-round charter work throughout the
Solent, as well as summer trips to Yarmouth.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Emeraude Lines The TRIDENT 7 had an engine room fire on
26 August when she was half a mile off St Peter Port on the 1620
sailing to St Helier and St-Malo. The 111 passengers were taken

off by the CONDOR 8, HERM TRIDENT V and SARK VENTURE. The TRIDENT
7 was towed into St Peter Port, then to St-Malo on 31 August. She
is not expected back in service this season, and will be repaired
in the winter. The SAINT EUGENE V was brought into service as a
replacement. She is a 115-ft 200-passenger monohull built in 1988
for service in St-Pierre & Miquelon off the coast of Canada and
laid-up in France since last winter.

Cotentin Ferries After running for less than a month, the
TRAVIATA suffered engine trouble on 22 August and had to be towed
into Granville by two fishing boats.
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NORTH WEST
Welsh Canal Holiday Craft, Llangollen Two of the horse-drawn
boats, previously un-named, have been given the names ISAAC ROBERTS
and WILLIAM JESSOP. The business has been offered for sale for
around £300 000; annual net profits are said to be £50 000.
Southport Watersports The SOUTHPORT BELLE, a 70-ft 125-passenger
mock Mississippi stern-wheeler, has been built to run on the Marine
Lake on Southport's Promenade.

MISCELLANY
Western Ferries' SOUND OF SEIL, originally the Lymington-
Yarmouth ferry FRESHWATER, arrived at Birkenhead under tow on 25
July after being bought by S Evans, owner of a shipbreaking yard at
Garston. He hopes to resell her for further service.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 8 September 1996
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The summer season now drawing to a close did not match the
exceptional weather of 1995, but June, July and August were warmer
and sunnier than average. August also saw more rain than average as
the weather became more changeable and it is Just this sort of
weather that deters people from making boat trips.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is now on the Thames, and has a
weekend on the Bristol Channel and a weekend on the Clyde, with her
last trip of the season on 20 October. The BALMORAL ended her
season on 29 September.

NORTH EAST
Alan Oliver (Cruises), Doncaster, has bought the CAPTAIN JAMES COOK
from Thames Pleasure Craft (see August issue) to replace the WYRE
LADY.
Jackson Canal Cruises operates on the River Hull from North
Frodingham with the 40-ft cabin cruiser MOON SEARCHER, carrying up
to 30 passengers.

THAMES
The three Riverbuses, CONRAD CHELSEA HARBOUR, D H L WORLDWIDE

EXPRESS and VERITATEM, have been sold to Serco-Denholm for use in
the naval dockyards at Portsmouth and Devonport, and are being
refitted at Cowes by their builders, FBM Marine. They had been
laid-up in London since the Riverbus service closed in August 1993.
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co While the PRINCESS
POCAHONTAS was at Southampton on 28-29 September, Campion Launches'
VISCOUNT did some charters from Gravesend.

White Horse Ferries plans to withdraw Sunday sailings following a
further decline in use of the ferry.

Lea Valley Boat Co, Ware The JONAS FOSBROOKE has been sold to
Castle Line Cruisers of York, and the company has ceased running a
passenger boat and will concentrate on its marina on the River Lea.
The JONAS FOSBROOKE was built for television company TV-am and was
bought by the Lea Valley Boat Co in 1984, replacing the narrow boat
N B HOLLAND, now running on the Regent's Canal.

Crown River Cruises Rebuilding of the former SYDNEY HULL has been
completed and she has entered the charter trade in central London
under the new name of SALIENT.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) have bought Kew Pier and
Richmond Landing Stage from the Port of London Authority, but
Putney Pier has been sold by the PLA to Livett's Launches.

Sailings to Kew and Hampton Court continue this month, until at
least 20 October.

SOUTH COAST

Amongst vessels carrying spectators at the start of the BT
Global Challenge yacht race on 29 September were the WAVERLEY,
BALMORAL, and PRINCESS POCAHONTAS, one of Wightlink's "Saints", the
ALICE-MARIE, BOURNEMOUTH BELLE, HYTHE HOTSPUR, PAMMYANN, POOLE
BELLE, PURBECK GEM and SOLENT SCENE from Poole, and most Solent
excursion vessels. The weather was appalling, with rain and gale-
force winds.
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W Hogg, Southampton, has bought the WATER GYPSY from R A Hale of
Poole and renamed her FAVOURITE LADY 2 for short trips from the
Town Quay. She has offered cruises to view the liners, and trips
between the Town Quay and Ocean Village. Mr Hogg formerly owned
Blue Funnel Cruises.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor The CONDOR 12 will be transferred to run between Ramsgate
and Oostende next year for Sally Line, now two-thirds owned by the
Australian Holyman Group who are joint owners of Condor.

WEST OF ENGLAND

Tamar Cruising & Cremyll Ferry The PLYMOUTH SOUND II, the newer
but smaller of the owner's excursion vessels, has been advertised
for sale.

K J Bridge, Plymouth The DEVON BELLE has been offered for sale
for £52 000.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 6 October 1996
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This winter gives a serious chance to assess the reliability
of a fast ferry as Condor try to maintain a Channel Island service

without a proper ship. Perhaps a regular service by sea 1s no
longer needed - Alderney has been without a year-round passenger
service by sea since the 1960s. Fast car ferries have still to

prove a financial success: craft the size of the CONDOR 12 have a
phenomenal fuel consumption, burning 5 tons or more an hour (more
than the most profligate of <cross-channel turbine steamers).
Elsewhere, Stena has ended the charter of an Italian monohull on the
Newhaven-Dieppe route after a summer of breakdowns and
cancellations, and has announced that any future fast service will
be by catamaran as they are supposedly more suited to the English
Channel. The Italian craft is in fact of the same design as those
ordered by Sea Containers, who have declared that monohulls are
better than catamarans. They can't both be right, but they may both
be wrong in spending money on fast craft. Who now remembers that in
the 1950s and early-1960s, it was possible to take cars across the
channel by air - the service was faster than anything on offer
today, but could not compete with ships.

As usual, at this time of year, 'Trip Out' lists the UK's ten
largest excursion operators, measured by gross tonnages of vessels

in service last summer. Figures in brackets are last vyear's
positions.
1(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 grt
2(3) Windermere I S Co/Bowness Bay 873 grt
3(2) Catamaran Cruisers 844 grt
4(4) Woods River Services 692 grt
5(7) George Wheeler Launches 654 grt
6(5) City Cruises 589 grt
7(6) Blue Funnel Cruises 550 grt
8(8) Solent & Wightline Cruises 499 grt
9(9) Livett's Launches 436 grt
10(-) Tidal Cruises 405 grt
NORTH EAST

White Rose Line, York, is seeking to buy a second-hand vessel
around 60-100 ft in length.

THAMES
Services in London reverted to their winter schedules on
28 October. Campion Launches' Greenwich-Barrier service runs until
1 December, then resumes in February.
City Cruises The new vessel is named MILLENNIUM OF LONDON and was
delivered in October under her own power from her builders' yard on
the Dyfi estuary near Aberystwyth. She was named by the Queen at
Tower Pier on 18 October, and the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh
then sailed in her to Westminster. She has since entered service
from Westminster to the Tower, and currently shares the winter
schedule with the ELEANOR ROSE. The vessel cost around £1 million,
is 100 ft long, measures 284 gross tons and, though apparently
designed to carry 470 passengers, has a Class V certificate for
350. The main deck has a large saloon with rows of seats and
tables; bar, toilets and engines are aft. The upper deck is the
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full length of the vessel, but narrower, and is open (apart from a
small wheelhouse forward) with rows of seats. She is painted red
like the company's other sightseeing boats.

SOUTH COAST

Isle of Wight Council The floating bridge was taken to Hythe

for its biennial refit in October and a replacement passenger-only
service has been provided by one of Solent & Wight Line Cruises'
launches, usually the JENNY R.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor Ferries The HAVELET made her last scheduled sailing

from the islands to Weymouth on 29 October, and the company plans
to use only fast craft in future. Until 28 February, there is one
round trip daily, except Tuesdays and Thursdays, leaving Weymouth
at 0945. From 1 March, Poole becomes the mainland port, with a
daily round trip leaving Poole at 0945. The service is increased
to twice daily from 24 March, with departures from Poole at 0615
and 1540; the crossing time to St Peter Port is 2 hrs 30 mins.
The CONDOR 12 will be replaced by a slightly larger craft which
will be named CONDOR EXPRESS.

WEST OF ENGLAND
M D Barrow, Exmouth The DEVON PRINCESS III is being chartered by
the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds for cruises on the
Exe estuary on 7 and 8 December, 21, 22 and 23 February, and 7, 8
and 9 March. Bookings are handled by Astbury Travel.
St Mary's Boatmen's Association Mr Hicks' SOUTHERN QUEEN was due
to be burnt in a bonfire at St Mary's on 5 November after failing
to find a buyer. She had been laid-up on the beach since being
replaced by the new KINGFISHER OF ST MARY'S last year.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Tarka Cruises, Appledore, now run the ferry to Instow, formerly run
by F Johns & Son. The owners have a chandlery at Appledore, and
also run one-hour cruises on the estuary.

MISCELLANY
The SWANAGE QUEEN, laid-up on the Thames since 1990, has been
moved to Conyer near Sittingbourne, Kent, and is being converted,
probably for static use as a restaurant.
The French SEA FOX, used for sailings to Alderney and
Guernsey from 1988 to 1993, is laid-up at Cherbourg, now looking
derelict.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 9 November 1996
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NORTH EAST
Stanley Ferry Marina The waterbus ASHANTI GOLD, previously at
York, is based at the marina on the Aire & Calder Navigation near
Wakefield. She has recently been advertised for sale for £40 000.

THAMES

Amongst cruises being advertised in London for New Year's Eve
are dinner cruises in Catamaran Cruisers' SYMPHONY or NATICIA (at
£120), or in Woods' SILVER BARRACUDA (£99).

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The former Cosens & Co of Weymouth, a
subsidiary since 1946, has been sold. The company ran paddle
steamers from Weymouth and Bournemouth until 1966, and then
continued as an engineering business; it is now Cosens Engineering
Ltd with premises at Portland.

Dorset Belle Cruises (Croson) The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE was laid-up
for the winter after her charter from Southampton on 29 September,
while the POOLE BELLE continued running till the end of October.
Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole The MAID OF THE ISLANDS, purpose-
built in 1989 at Bristol, has been advertised for sale.
Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & Ferry Co The BRAMBLE BUSH BAY
was towed to Southampton on 8 November for refit and the service
was expected to be suspended for about two weeks.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Coastal Cruises, St Helier The PRIDE OF THE BAY has been
advertised for sale for £70 000 with delivery next October.
Originally the LEVEN on the Clyde, she was renamed when she went to
Torbay in 1965, and has run cruises along the coast of Jersey since
1985. Coincidentally, her sister WYRE LADY (originally the ASHTON)
has also been on the market, at Doncaster.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft (River Link) are running one-hour cruises from
Dartmouth daily (except Mondays and Fridays) throughout the winter.
The DEVONAIR BELLE was being used for these in November.
G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth, are operating similar cruises during
the winter using the new 18l-passenger DITTISHAM PRINCESS.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co Next year, the SCILLONIAN III runs
from 22 March to 25 October, and sailings follow the pattern of
recent years apart from an early-season reduction to four sailings
weekly. Services are daily (except Sundays) from 28 April to
4 October; early and late season sailings are on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays only; Sunday trips are scheduled
for 4 May and 24 August. There is a double sailing (0630 and 1345
from Penzance) on Saturdays 24 and 31 May, and from 19 July to
30 August; on other Saturdays from 10 May to 4 October, she sails
from Penzance at 1100 and from St Mary's at 1500, but on all other
days, the normal day excursion schedule (0915 from Penzance, 1630
from Scilly) applies. Return fares have been increased: short
break returns start at £42, and a peak season period return is £68.
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MISCELLANY
Plans to use the former Thames restaurant boat FATHER THAMES
as a helicopter landing pad in London have been rejected. The hull

of the 155-ft wvessel is currently laid-up on the River Medway.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 8 December 1996
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Poole Quay, with its wvaried nautical activity, has always
been an interesting place to visit, and in recent years there has
been the added spectacle of a battle for survival amongst boat
operators. The two Brownsea Island operators, previously trading
from different parts of the Quay, have since 1989 had adjacent
ticket offices near Poole Pottery; open wooden boats have been
replaced by saloon vessels with bars, and anyone wanting a trip on
Poole Harbour has been spoilt for choice. Further competition for
both public trips and charters has come from the SOLENT SCENE. It
was hard to believe there would be enough trade for all, and sadly
the casualty is the old-established business of the Harvey family.
Poole will no doubt still offer an interesting range of boat trips,
but it won't be quite the same without Harveys' familiar vyellow
boats.

Geoffrey Hamer

EAST ANGLIA
Cambridge Passenger Cruisers The business, which began operating
the newly-built GEORGINA in 1995, has been offered for sale for
£180 000.

THAMES

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust Afternoon cruises from
Rochester and Chatham Historic Dockyard run on Sundays from 4 May
to 28 September (except 1 June, 24 August and 14 September), Bank
Holiday Mondays 5 and 26 May, and on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays from 11 July to 5 September; the afternoon
cruises no longer call at Strood or Chatham (Sun Pier). Special
trips include a ship spotting cruise on 10 May, Snodland on

24 May, the Medway Barge Match on 31 May, a visit to London on
26-28 June, Queenborough on 19 July and 1 November, around the Isle
of Sheppey via Queenborough on 9 August, Southend on 16 and 30
August, a visit to the MEDWAY QUEEN on 20 September, and the last
trip of the season, a bird watching cruise on 2 November.

White Horse Ferries The EDITH, laid-up since 1992, has been
advertised for sale.

Salter Bros 1997 services show further changes and only Oxford-
Abingdon runs every day (from 18 May to 21 September). Reading-
Henley runs daily (except Saturdays) from 1 June to 7 September,
leaving Reading at 1100 and Henley at 1615, with two 45-minute
cruises from Henley in the afternoon. Marlow services run from

19 May to 12 September (except Bank Holiday Mondays, and 30 June -
6 July when the Henley Regatta is on), to Windsor on Mondays and
Fridays, to Henley on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and just
short cruises at weekends. Windsor-based services run from 19 May
to 5 September (except Bank Holiday Mondays), with two trips to
Maidenhead on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and two trips to Staines on
Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays.
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SOUTH COAST

Harvey's Pleasure Boats, Poole The company went into receivership
on 20 December when the directors and six full-time employees lost
their jobs. The Harvey family began the business in 1880, and ran
a passenger ferry from Sandbanks to Shell Bay which lasted until
1968; a service between Poole and Sandbanks began calls at Brownsea
Island in 1963, and trips to the island became the main part of the
company's business in recent years. Four boats, all painted
yellow, were in service last season: the HYTHE HOTSPUR, the largest
vessel ever operated by the company, the purpose-built MAID OF THE
ISLANDS and MAID OF THE LAKELANDS, and the wooden MAID OF WAREHAM,
bought in 1990 as the WESTMINSTER BELLE.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor The CONDOR EXPRESS was named in Sydney on 17 December.
She can carry 800 passengers and 200 cars at a speed of 44 knots,
using around 1500 gallons of fuel per hour. The CONDOR 10,
currently on charter in New Zealand, is expected to run for Sally
Line between Ramsgate and Dunkerque from 1 May, replacing the
present ferry service to Dunkergque Ouest.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co Caledonian MacBrayne will not be
operating from Ardrossan to Douglas this year; the service had run
for three seasons, but carried very little traffic. The CLAYMORE
will be sold to Sea Containers to open a service between
Campbeltown and Ballycastle, Northern Ireland, but is expected to
visit the Isle of Man in June to carry traffic for the TT Races.

MISCELLANY
The former Isle of Wight ferry SOUTHSEA, laid-up since 1988,
has reportedly been sold for possible future use as an excursion
ship; she will be towed from Newhaven to Glasgow, but there are no
immediate plans for a restoration to service.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 7 January 1997
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Waverley Excursions 1997 sailings follow the same general pattern
as last year's. The WAVERLEY will make special sailings on the
Clyde in mid-June for the 50th anniversary of her entry into
service. The BALMORAL goes up the east coast for the start of the
Tall Ships Race from Aberdeen on 15 July. The Missions to Seamen
has charters of the WAVERLEY on 14 May from Poole to Portsmouth
Harbour, and of the BALMORAL on 3 June from Littlehampton to
Yarmouth and on 30 June from Whitstable to Tower Pier.

THAMES

Woods River Services A large new restaurant boat, to be named
SILVER STURGEON, is being built by George Prior Engineering at
Lowestoft, with delivery due in April. She will be 200 ft long and
have a beam of 40 ft, making her the largest vessel built for
pleasure trips on the Thames since the QUEEN OF THE CHANNEL in
1949. She will carry around 400 passengers, with restaurants,
three bars and two dance floors on the main deck, and an open
promenade deck above. In summer, she will offer public dinner
cruises five nights a week. Woods has applied to build a new pier
in front of the Savoy Hotel between Charing Cross and Waterloo
bridges.

SOUTH COAST

Wightlink 1997 timetables follow the usual pattern. On the Ryde
service, only one craft is available between 4 January and

16 February, so a ship (presumably chartered from Solent & Wight
Line Cruises) makes some crossings on Mondays to Fridays. Car
ferry services are reduced until 23 March, but for the rest of the
year, four ships are needed for Fishbourne and three for Yarmouth.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor The CONDOR EXPRESS arrived at Portland on 16 January after
a three-week delivery voyage from Tasmania via the Seychelles and
Malta; she is registered in Singapore, like the CONDOR 12 which she
was due to replace on 31 January. The CONDOR 9 was refitted at
Falmouth Between 7 and 13 January. From 1 May to 6 October, she
will run a passenger-only service from St-Malo via Jersey to
Weymouth, supplementing the CONDOR EXPRESS's twice-daily service
from Weymouth to Guernsey and Jersey. The day trips from Torquay,
run by the CONDOR 9 in the past two seasons, will thus be dropped.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Torpoint Ferry Cornwall County Council, which runs the service
jointly with Plymouth City Council, has advertised for consultants
to work on designs for new, larger craft to replace the present
three.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is off service for refit from
13 January to 24 February. Ilfracombe sailings start on 21 March
and continue to 1 November, with another on 28 December. Clovelly
is served on 19 dates between 21 May and 10 September, some of
these calls being made en route from Bideford or Ilfracombe to
Lundy; there are also three sailings from Bideford to Lundy via
Ilfracombe. The day return fare is £24.
K & M Oxenham, Lynmouth The OCTOBER MORNING has been advertised
for sale for £30 000.

MISCELLANY
The former Clyde steamer QUEEN MARY has been towed to Chatham
for dry-docking. The hull will be refitted and the interior
stripped before she returns to London where the interior will be
renewed. Total cost of the work is £2 million.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 4 February 1997
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The scheme to return the SOUTHSEA to service needs to be

looked at realistically. She was designed 50 years ago to carry
large numbers of ©passengers on the half-hour crossing from
Portsmouth to Ryde. With her size and high running costs, she 1is
not remotely suited to today's excursion trade. The only areas

where she would be likely to run, the Solent and the Thames, are
already well served by other operators, and are visited by the
BALMORAL and WAVERLEY. New safety rules have been introduced since
she last ran, and catering facilities would need to be improved.
Spending all this money on a ship of her age just would not make
sense, especially when the WAVERLEY needs money. The WAVERLEY 1is
unique; the SOUTHSEA 1is not. There 1is a real danger that an
unsuccessful attempt to run the SOUTHSEA would harm other operators,
including Waverley Excursions. We would be left with fewer
excursion ships to enjoy, not more.

Geoffrey Hamer

THAMES

White Horse Ferries The WILKINS MICAWBER has been badly damaged
by a fire off Rotherhithe; 12 passengers were taken off.

Woods River Services The SILVER BONITO was lengthened last year
by 16 ft, making her now 110 ft long. The work was carried out by
George Prior Engineering of Lowestoft who are also building the
SILVER STURGEON.

Catamaran Cruisers have advertised the VICEROY for sale. A former
Gosport ferry, she came to London in about 1929, but was laid-up at
Gravesend last year.

J Carter, Westminster, plans to retire and has advertised the
INTERCEPTOR for sale for £155 000.

London Waterbus Co (Regent's Canal) Services run daily from

22 March to 31 October this year, then continue at weekends in
winter. Day trips to Limehouse are scheduled for Saturdays

31 May, 5 and 19 July, 2, 16 and 30 August, and 13 and 27
September. There is a trip to Three Mills on the River Lea on

21 June, and sailings between Little Venice and Brentford on 28
June and 5 September.

SOUTH COAST

Brownsea Island is open to the public this year from 22 March to

30 September. Following the demise of Harveys', it is not clear
whether there will be a service from Sandbanks; other boats run
from Poole, Swanage and Bournemouth.

Red Funnel Ferries The NETLEY CASTLE has been sold to Jadrolinija
to join the former COWES CASTLE and NORRIS CASTLE on the Croatian
coast. She has been renamed SIS and sailed to Rijeka via
Gibraltar.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor The summer services of the CONDOR 9 and CONDOR EXPRESS
serve Poole, and not Weymouth as stated last month. The CONDOR 12
was refitted at Rotterdam before entering service between Ramsgate
and Oostende on 1 March as the HOLYMAN DIAMANT.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth Afternoon river cruises are
advertised to run daily from 17 March to 7 November. A morning
trip to land at Topsham runs daily except Saturdays from 4 May to
26 September. Sea cruises in season include landings at Dawlish
and Sidmouth.
St Mary's Boatmen's Association Hicks & Son have been building a
new 58-ft 100-passenger wooden boat at St Mary's.
Bryher Boat Services have bought the JENNY ANN from Blue Funnel
Cruises of Southampton to replace the FALDORE. She was taken by
road to Penzance then sailed across to the islands.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is being chartered by Clevedon Pier
Trust on 15 and 16 June for sailings between Clevedon and
Gloucester.

NORTH WEST
Sovereign Cruises, Northwich The SOVEREIGN II has been advertised
for sale with her business for £90 000. A former Dutch barge, she
has operated as a passenger vessel on the River Weaver for six
seasons, and bookings are being taken for this year.
National Trust (Enterprises), Coniston The GONDOLA runs this
year from 26 March to 2 November.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The SEACAT NORGE is due to become the
SEACAT ISLE OF MAN next summer, reverting to the name she carried
in 1994-95. Her registry is being switched from the Bahamas to the
UK. She will run mainly to Liverpool, from 22 May to 21 September.
The LADY OF MANN has Liverpool-Douglas sailings at least once a
week from 23 May to 18 September. Between them, they provide a
daily service from Liverpool in summer, while the KING ORRY runs
alone every day to Heysham. Fleetwood sailings run from 26 May to
16 September, all by the LADY OF MANN, except for trips on 7 July
(Tynwald Day) by the SEACAT. Day trips from Fleetwood to Douglas
can be made on Tuesdays from 17 June to 2 September, on Wednesdays
2, 16 and 30 July, 13 and 27 August, and 10 September, and on Tue
16 September; the day return is £26, or £28 in peak season.

MISCELLANY

New safety rules, which started to take effect in 1994, will
apply to all passenger vessels from 1 April. The additional
liferafts and other changes already imposed on older vessels will
apply to vessels built after 1980 as well.

The new owner of the SOUTHSEA is Brasspatch Ltd, an "off-the-
shelf" company first registered in 1986. The registered office of
the company is at the home of Jeremy Gold, a one-time chairman of
the Paddle Steamer Preservation Society.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 5 March 1997
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Waverley Excursions Publication of this season's timetables has
been delayed by the uncertainty surrounding Ilfracombe Pier.

THAMES

Livett's Launches The service from Tower Pier to HMS BELFAST has
ceased and the vessels are now used solely for charters.

City Cruises have opened a half-hourly service linking Tower Pier,
London Bridge City, HMS BELFAST, Butler's Wharf and St

Katharine's Pier, using the PRINCESS ROSE advertised as the 'Pool
of London Ferry'.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) The season started on

24 March, but sailings to Hampton Court have been unable to operate
every day because of low water levels and a lack of dredging.
Calls at Putney have not restarted as there has been no agreement
with the pier's owners, Livett's Launches, but passengers can be
landed at a new pier in Chiswick.

French Brothers are now completing restoration of the NUNEHAM

and plan to have her in steam next month. She and the GAIETY are
being promoted in the charter trade under the name Thames Steam
Packet Boat Co. Public trips follow the normal pattern, with the
Runnymede-Hampton Court service running on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3 July to 4 September. There will be sailings
between Maidenhead and Oxford on 7-10 July and 1-4 September.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The RED FALCON collided with the dredger
VOLVOX HANSA in fog on the evening of 9 March; she was repaired in
dry dock at Southampton.

Croson have bought the RYDE SCENE from Solent & Wight Line Cruises
and she has reverted to her original name, DORSET BELLE, which she
had when she ran for Croson from 1974 to 1982. She then ran from
Sandown as the ISLAND ENTERPRISE, becoming the RYDE SCENE two years
ago.

Russell Marine, Mudeford, will this year be introducing a new 35-ft
70-passenger catamaran named JOSEPHINE.

R C Greenslade, Poole The boats now call at Brownsea Island
during the l-hour trip from Poole Quay. The PLYMOUTH SOUND II has
been bought and renamed PURBECK PRIDE.

Brownsea Island Ferries Ltd has been formed to take over the assets
of Harvey's. Cruises are being offered round Poole Harbour and to
Wareham, but they have not been given permission to land at
Brownsea.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Ferries The CONDOR 8 does not appear in this year's
timetable. The CONDOR FRANCE runs from 21 March to 2 November,
with up to four sailings a day from St-Malo to Jersey (in addition
to the CONDOR 9's service from St-Malo to Jersey and Poole), but
there are only three sailings a week to Sark and none to Alderney.
Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 3 broke down on 2 March and repairs
were expected to take ten days; she was replaced by the SOLIDOR 2.
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WEST OF ENGLAND

V W Bristow, Plymouth The DUKE OF EDINBURGH has been advertised
for sale for £27 500.

T A Perkins, St Martin's, took delivery of the 56-ft 100-passenger
VOYAGER last August. She was built by C Toms & Son at Polruan, and
replaces the COMMODORE.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Ilfracombe Pier has been declared unsafe after a survey found
corrosion in the reinforced concrete structure, and it has been
closed. Repairs are estimated to cost over £1 million. Waverley
Excursions has agreed restricted use of the pier for the next two
seasons.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
National Waterways Museum, Gloucester The QUEEN BOADICEA II made
a day trip from Sharpness to Gloucester on 22 March. Day
trips from Gloucester are scheduled for 19 April, 23 August and
27 September to Tewkesbury, and on 10 May, 6 September and
4 October to Sharpness.
Sherborne Wharf, Birmingham, began a "waterbus" service from Gas
Street Basin to Brindleyplace and Cambrian Wharf on 28 March; the
service runs half-hourly every day till 30 September.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 8 April 1997
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY runs on the Bristol Channel from
2 to 11 May and from 23 May to 10 June, with a visit to the south
coast in mid-May. A full timetable for the WAVERLEY and BALMORAL
was still awaited in early May.

THAMES

Southend Water Pleasure The DUCHESS M runs public trips from May
to September, and in June, July and August offers Strood to
Southend day trips on Sundays and Thursdays, Southend to Strood on
Tuesdays, Queenborough to Southend on Saturdays (also Wednesdays in
July and August), and Southend to Queenborough on Saturdays.

Woods River Cruises (formerly Woods River Services) The SILVER
STURGEON was delivered in late-April and is now in service. She is
based at Wapping Pier and offers dinner cruises from Tower Pier on
five nights a week at a fare of £49.

Bray Boats, Maidenhead, have started trips to land at Cliveden
House on Thursdays.

SOUTH COAST

Gosport Ferry The company has withdrawn from the Portsmouth
Harbour "waterbus" service and the two boats have been advertised
for sale, the SOLENT PRINCE for £53 000, and the SOLENT PRINCESS
for £29 950.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Emeraude Lines The TRIDENT 3 has been sold and the TRIDENT 5 is
on charter in the Caribbean, leaving three catamarans for the
passenger-only services to the Channel Islands, the PEGASUS,
TRIDENT 4 and TRIDENT 7.
Granville Island Sea has been formed by a French coach operator to
start a Granville-Jersey service with the SAINT EUGENE V, built to
run in North America and chartered by Emeraude Lines last
September.
Alizés Cbte des Iles is another new French company and has started
a Portbail-Jersey with a 170-passenger catamaran named ALIZES.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth, has bought the MAID OF WAREHAM from
Harvey's of Poole and she has been renamed MAID OF EXMOUTH.
Originally the SOUTHEND BELLE, she ran from Westminster as the
WESTMINSTER BELLE and retained that name at Falmouth, Looe and
Plymouth before going to Poole.
J Matthews, Teignmouth The BRITANNIA M has been sold and the
JOYBELLE, though continuing to run trips from Teignmouth, now
carries only 12 passengers.
Teignbridge District Council The veteran T&S FERRY NO.2 of 1908
is now limited to 12 passengers.
K Lane, Paignton The DART PRINCESS has been sold to Mr J
Raeper of Anstruther, Fife, and renamed MAY PRINCESS. She was the
largest and newest boat based at Paignton, and has been replaced by
the smaller SAPPHIRE, obtained from Mr Raeper in part-exchange.
P J Moule, Kingsbridge A new RIVERMAID, 52 ft long and carrying
105 passengers is due in service this season, replacing the LADY
ELIZABETH on the service to Salcombe.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
Repairs costing £60 000 have been made to Ilfracombe Pier,
allowing ships to berth at most states of the tide. The promenade
deck remains closed and long-term rebuilding may cost £5 million.
Bristol Ferry Boat Co have built the MATILDA, a 50-passenger
boat of traditional appearance. She replaces the COUNTESS which is
now limited to 12 passengers.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co has ordered a new ferry for the year-
round service from Heysham from the yard of Van der Giessen - De
Noord near Rotterdam. She will be 13 000 grt, 394 ft long, and
will carry 500 passengers and 87 lorries. Delivery is due in
summer 1998 and the cost is about £24 million. She will be the
company's first purpose-built ship for 22 years. The LADY OF MANN
is to start Liverpool-Dublin sailings on 12 June with a crossing
time of 6 hrs 30 mins; one sailing weekly will be by the SEACAT
ISLE OF MAN, taking 4 hrs 15 mins.

MISCELLANY
The SOUTHSEA is due to be towed from Newhaven to Marchwood on
Southampton Water this month. The owners, Brasspatch Ltd, claim
she will be restored to service as an excursion ship in 1998 and it
seems this could be in competition with the WAVERLEY.

OBITUARY
John David Potter, veteran coastal passenger ship enthusiast,
died on 28 April. He loved the sea and travelling on ships, and
was one of the founders of the Coastal Cruising Asociation in
1964.
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What 1is happening to the Waverley "organization" ? First,
there was the scheme to operate the SOUTHSEA, seemingly planned by
people involved with Waverley Excursions and the Paddle Steamer
Preservation Society. My criticism in the March newssheet provoked
an 1irate telephone call from a representative of the SOUTHSEA's
owners threatening legal action and making derogatory comments about
the WAVERLEY. The WAVERLEY's season has opened with 1little
publicity and even members of the PSPS were given no notice of the
WAVERLEY's visit to London in May when her sailings were very poorly
patronised. Even in June, we are still awaiting timetables for the
WAVERLEY and BALMORAL. A season which should have celebrated the
WAVERLEY's fiftieth anniversary is becoming an embarrassing farce
and could be a financial disaster.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY sailed on the Thames on 16-20
May, returning to the Bristol Channel via Kingswear and

Mevagissey. She has an evening cruise from Holyhead on 11 June on
her way back to Scotland. The BALMORAL visited Liverpool and North
Wales in late-May, and is believed to be spending much of June in
the Thames area.

THAMES
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
now has additional open deck space forward of the wheelhouse. Her

public trips follow the usual pattern, going from Gravesend to
Southend on Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays, and to London on
Wednesdays and Saturdays; she has many charters booked, including
one from Whitstable, and has already visited Harwich this year.
White Horse Ferries The EDITH, laid-up since 1992, has been
sold and moved to Greenwich in May, reportedly to become a
houseboat.

Catamaran Cruisers To increase her freeboard to comply with

new safety rules, the NATICIA has been rebuilt as a trimaran with
an additional central hull.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Calls at Putney resumed
in May.

Hammerton's Ferry, Twickenham The PEACE OF MIND, a new
electrically-powered 1l2-passenger ferry entered service in May.
She was built at Blaenavon in Gwent.

SOUTH COAST

Croson Following the reacquisition of the DORSET BELLE, giving a
fleet of three vessels for the first time since 1982, sailings to
Swanage and Brownsea Island, and Dorset Lakes cruises, are operated
from Bournemouth daily.

Blue Funnel Cruises (Poole) The SOLENT SCENE is being joined

by the POOLE SCENE, previously the HYTHE HOTSPUR. Built as the
SOUTHSEA QUEEN for service at Gosport, she had been operated on
charter at Poole by Harvey's for the 1995 and 1996 seasons.
Brownsea Island Ferries are running the MAID OF THE LAKELANDS and
MAID OF THE ISLANDS from the former Harvey's fleet.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft A trip to Salcombe is advertised, weather

permitting, for 14 June.

G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth The TOTNES PRINCESS, out of service
last year, appears in this year's timetable, bringing the fleet to
four vessels again.

Plymouth Boat Cruises Trips to Calstock are advertised for
various dates up to 26 October, but there are no trips to Weir Head
scheduled this year.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

Bristol Packet Public trips this year include Avon Gorge cruises
in the TOWER BELLE on Saturdays 14 and 28 June, 12 and 26 July,

16 and 30 August, 13 and 27 September and on Monday 25 August. The
REDSHANK offers a single trip to Bath on Saturdays 7 and 21 June,

5 and 19 July, 2 and 23 August, and 6 September.

NORTH WEST

Mersey Ferries are operating sailings to Manchester on 7-8 June,
12-13 and 26-27 July, and 9-10 and 30-31 August, in each case
sailing to Salford on the Saturday and returning to Liverpool on
the Sunday, with passengers making the journey one way by coach.
Wyre Boat Services, Fleetwood, took over the Knott End ferry last
year with a contract for three seasons. Vessels are the HAPPY
HOOKER (12 passengers), JOHN LEE (previously operated from
Blackpool beach by J Stanhope), PRINCESS ANNE (at Fleetwood since
1958), ST KEYNE from Tenby and WYRE PRINCESS (previously the BOY
DAVID at Paignton, then the SKYARK at Ilfracombe). The ferry runs
hourly from 0950 to 1750 from May to October, and the boats also
offer cruises and angling trips.

Bay Boating Co, Fleetwood The BAY QUEEN was withdrawn and put in
a local children's playground in the winter of 1995/96. She was
built in 1922 (not as shown in 'Trip Out 1997/98') and ran from
Bournemouth as the PRINCESS MARY then SKYLARK 7; after the war, she
became the SANDBANKS QUEEN and later the EMPEROR at Sandbanks,
before going to Fleetwood in 1977 as the COMPASS ROSE.

www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 4 June 1997
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Waverley Excursions Timetables for this season were finally
distributed at the end of June; the delay was blamed on problems
with piers on the Bristol Channel. The WAVERLEY arrived back on
the Clyde on 12 June and stays in Scotland until 31 August; she
sailed in the Western Isles between 28 June and 2 July. She has a
Missions to Seamen charter from Kingswear on 3 September and runs
on the South Coast till 1 October, then on the Thames till the
14th. Her final sailings are on the Bristol Channel on 16-20
October. The BALMORAL ran on the Thames from 5 June to 1 July, and
until 15 July is in the North East and on the east coast of
Scotland. Her Bristol Channel season is from 18 July to

23 September, and her season ends on the Clyde on 26-29 September.
The Heritage Lottery Fund has offered £2.7 million for a major
refit of the WAVERLEY; planning of the work is due to be completed
next winter. Captain David Neill was charged on 16 June in court
in Glasgow with committing indecent acts with teenage boys on the
WAVERLEY in the 1980s; his duties have been taken over by Captain
Steve Michel.

NORTH EAST
J G MacKay, Seahouses The BRITANNIA now carries only 12
passengers, and only the BRITANNIA II has a passenger certificate.

THAMES

Lower Lea Project now runs the waterbus PRIDE OF LEE, formerly run
by the Lee Valley Park. She is based at Three Mills, Bromley-by-
Bow, in east London and offers trips on the River Lea and the
Regent's Canal.

SOUTH COAST

Croson (The Dorset Belles) Isle of Wight sailings are as last
season daily except Sundays, with a double trip on Wednesdays to
allow a return trip from Yarmouth to Bournemouth; the Yarmouth trip
is offered from Swanage on Mondays and Saturdays, and in the peak
season on Fridays. There are three or four trips daily between
Bournemouth and Swanage, and from Bournemouth to Brownsea Island.
The 'Dorset Lakes' cruise from Bournemouth is twice daily, calling
at Brownsea and Poole.

Brownsea Island Ferries restarted trips from Sandbanks to Brownsea
Island on 1 July, with half hourly sailings from Sandbanks from
1015 until the last sailing from Brownsea at 1800.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Cotentin Ferries Last year's short season with the TRAVIATA was
not a success and the company is not operating this year.

Alizes Cbte des Iles The vessel is named COTE DES ILES, not
ALIZES as previously reported, and was Channiland's BRITTANIA which
ran from Granville from 1992 to 1995. She now runs to Gorey,
Jersey, from both Portbail and Carteret.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
P J Moule, Kingsbridge The new steel-hulled RIVERMAID has a
saloon and upper deck and is similar in appearance to Ridalls'
DARTMOUTH PRINCESS. The season is from 11 May to 28 September and

includes more evening cruises - up to six days a week from
Kingsbridge.
MISCELLANY
The former turbine steamer QUEEN MARY reopened as a pub and
restaurant in London on 27 June after her £2 million refit. She

now has yellow and black funnels.
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL returned to the Bristol

Channel on 18 July after her east coast sailings. Captain Neill's
position as master of the WAVERLEY has been taken temporarily by
Captain Peter Tambling; Captain Michel is marine superintendent.

THAMES

Southend Water Pleasure The MAID OF THE FORTH has been sold after
running at Southend since 1988, and the company runs only the
DUCHESS M.

White Horse Ferries The MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT and WILKINS MICAWBER
have been advertised for sale by brokers with delayed delivery.
The owners' plans for the Gravesend-Tilbury ferry are unknown.
Catamaran Cruisers Charing Cross Pier was closed for repairs for
several weeks in June and July after being struck by the
oxygenation vessel THAMES BUBBLER; sailings ran from Festival Pier
on the opposite bank of the river.

SOUTH COAST

Southsea's South Parade Pier is no longer being used by
excursion vessels this season.
D & P Faithfull, Portsmouth, formerly known as Bon Hope Cruises,
operate Portsmouth Harbour Tours jointly with J Butcher & Sons and
M G Pearce. The SEA CREST has been replaced by the EXONIA, bought
from Stuart Line Cruises of Exmouth.
Gosport Ferry Ticket machines at Portsmouth were due to come into
use on 28 July; previously, passengers could travel free from
Portsmouth and only had to pay the return fare when travelling from
Gosport.
G C Eveleigh, Lymington The PUFFIN has been sold. The ISLAND
PRINCESS runs daily to Yarmouth, offering up to nine round trips a
day at a single fare of £2.50.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor Ferries The company's reservations office remains at
Weymouth, although services run from Poole.

Granville Island Sea The SAINT EUGENE V broke down on 29 July and
went to Cherbourg for repairs. Her Jersey service was suspended.

WEST OF ENGLAND

P McColl, Falmouth, attempted to start trips from the Prince of
Wales Pier in 1995 with the QUEEN OF HELFORD, built to run from
Falmouth but operated from Dartmouth from 1976 to 1993 and at
Plymouth in 1994. Sailings were unable to operate because of
opposition from G H & W G Pill and there has been a series of court
cases involving Mr McColl, the Pills and Carrick District Council,
owners of the pier. The QUEEN OF HELFORD has been offered for sale
again, for £65 000.
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WEST WALES
Thousand Islands Expeditions, St David's, have this year been given
sole rights to land visitors on Ramsey Island. The firm had

previously run trips in 1l2-passenger rigid inflatable craft and
longer trips in the former naval tender LOYAL MEDIATOR, also
limited to 12 passengers. The Ramsey trips are in a 40-passenger
conventional boat.
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As an amateur purveyor of shipping news, I cannot rival the
expertise of a professionally-produced publication. The daily
'Lloyd's List', for example, had a front page item on 16 August
about toilets on ferries which stated "Ferry toilets are used by
thousands of people a day, yet are not connected to the shoreside
sewage system." What a surprise! I'd always thought there was a
long rubber pipe joining the bottom of the ferry to the local sewage
works.

Geoffrey Hamer

THAMES

Catamaran Cruisers Another restaurant boat, the 400-seat LE
CRISTAL, has been brought over from the associated fleet in Paris
and is being refitted at Gravesend. A new Charing Cross Pier is to
be built in time for next season in a joint venture with the Port
of London Authority. It will be 354 ft long, twice the size of the
existing pontoon, and will become the base for the company's
restaurant boats, currently at Temple Pier.

Gourmet Cruises, Mytchett The 68-ft wide-beam restaurant boat
LADY OF CAMELOT, previously at Stratford-upon-Avon, now runs from
the Basingstoke Canal Visitors Centre at Mytchett near

Farnborough.

SOUTH COAST

Wightlink's crews were earlier this year transferred to be employed
by a Guernsey company, saving Wightlink's national insurance
contributions.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Granville Island Sea Repairs to the SAINT EUGENE V, off service
since 29 July, are estimated to cost Fr 1 500 000 (over

£150 000). The company is now in receivership and the staff laid
off. Their service to Jersey had run for about three months.

WEST OF ENGLAND
GH & WG Pill, Falmouth, were the buyers of the MAID OF THE
FORTH from Southend. Originally the MAID OF BUTE at Rothesay, she
has since served Fort William, the Firth of Forth and Southend, and
is now used on the St Mawes ferry.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Sow Valley Cruises, Great Haywood, is a new operator based at
the junction of the Trent & Mersey and Staffs & Worcester Canals.
The 71-ft 40-passenger narrow boat MILFORD STAR was built locally
last year, and offers year-round public trips and charters.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The parent company, Sea Containers,
has ordered a sister of the SUPERSEACAT TWO, currently running from
Dover, to enter service next year between Liverpool and Dublin.

The company claimed last year to have ordered six craft, but later
admitted to having placed firm orders for only two; these entered
service this year and the Irish Sea craft is the first of four
options. To benefit from Italian shipbuilding subsidies, the craft
are registered in Italy.

MISCELLANY
The former Mersey ferry ROYAL IRIS was towed from Cardiff to
the Thames in the second half of August and is now moored near the
Thames Barrier at Woolwich. She had been laid-up at Cardiff since
1993 and is now in poor condition.
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The summer of 1997 has brought some mixed weather, with cool
and wet spells in June, but July, August and September have been

generally warmer, sunnier and drier than average. There were some
regional wvariations, with Exmouth oddly being the driest place in
the country in July and the wettest place in August. Overall,

though, few boat operators will be complaining and most have enjoyed
another good summer season.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is now on the Thames and ends
her season on the Bristol Channel on 16-20 October. The BALMORAL
completed her season on 29 September in Glasgow and returned to
Bristol for the winter. The major rebuild of the WAVERLEY is now
expected to start in September 1998 and to be completed for a
return to service in June 1999.

Classic Coastal Cruises is the trading name adopted by the owners
of the SOUTHSEA, now registered as Brasspatch PLC. A brochure has
been produced advertising trips from ports between Weymouth and
Great Yarmouth, copying sailing patterns established by the
WAVERLEY. The contact address is the home of Mr P Cade.

EAST ANGLIA
General Estates Co, Great Yarmouth The ferry service across the
River Yare closed earlier this year following the withdrawal of
local government subsidy. This was the last remnant of the owners'
services which included the excursion vessels of the Yarmouth &
Gorleston Steamboat Co and the Southampton-Hythe ferry.

THAMES
Operators have been invited to submit proposals to run boat

services to the New Millennium Experience being built at Blackwall
Point one mile downstream from Greenwich. Services would run from
Central London, Greenwich and down-river "park-and-sail" sites.
White Horse Ferries, Gravesend Kent County Council, which
subsidises the service with Essex County Council, has refused to
allow further reductions in the service. The present subsidy
agreement, however, expires next March so the future of the service
is not secure.

Colliers Launches, Richmond The KING ARTHUR was sold in August
and taken by road to Avonmouth en route to Gloucester. Built for
the Colliers in 1987, she has run between Richmond and Hampton
Court apart from the 1988 season when she was chartered to run
between Tower Pier and the Barrier.

SOUTH COAST

River Arun Cruises has ceased operating. The business was run by
Mr W Inglis as the Littlehampton Launch Co until 1988 when it

was sold to a Mr Chute; of the three boats, the ARUNDEL CASTLE was
broken up, the BRITANNIA sold and the JOLLY ROGER burnt. Trips
from Littlehampton are now run by Skylark Cruises.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Ferries The CONDOR 10's charter between Ramsgate and
Dunkerque ends this month when the service closes after incurring
heavy losses, and she goes to spend another winter in New Zealand.
Next summer, she is due to return to Condor and sailings from
Weymouth will be reintroduced.

WEST OF ENGLAND

MR & R J Ould, Torquay The TWO SISTERS sank off Berry Head
whilst fishing on 10 September. The skipper, Mike Ould, and two
crew were rescued. The TWO SISTERS was used for carrying
passengers in summer, but spent the autumn and winter fishing for
sprats.

G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth The TOTNES PRINCESS returned to
service in July after being laid-up last year.

P J Moule, Kingsbridge The new RIVERMAID was built by Voyager
Yachts of Millbrook, Cornwall. The LADY ELIZABETH has been
advertised for sale for £27 500. She has run from Kingsbridge
since about 1980, having previously run at Plymouth.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

National Waterways Museum, Gloucester, has bought the KING ARTHUR
from Richmond; she was lowered into Avonmouth Docks on

29 August then sailed to Gloucester. She will run with the QUEEN
BOADICEA II which has been based at Gloucester for the past seven
seasons.
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November brings the annual 'Trip Out' table of the UK's ten
largest excursion vessel operators, arranged by tonnage and by
passenger capacity. Figures in brackets are last year's positions;
there are no comparative figures for passenger capacities as these
were not listed during the period when new safety regulations were
being introduced.

GROSS TONNAGE PASSENGER CAPACITY

1(4) Woods River Cruises 1692 1 Windermere Lake Cruises 2887
2(1) Waverley Excursions 1428 2 City Cruises 2241
3(2) Windermere Lake Cr. 1119 3 Catamaran Cruisers 2189
4(6) City Cruises 873 4 Waverley Excursions 1750
5(3) Catamaran Cruisers 842 5 Salter Bros 1514
6(5) George Wheeler L. 654 6 Dart Pleasure Craft 1350
7(8) Solent & Wightline 572 7 Solent & Wightline 1243
8(7) Blue Funnel Cruises 538 8 French Brothers 1086
9(9) Livett's Launches 436 9 Woods River Cruises 1045
10(10) Tidal Cruises 405 10 George Wheeler Launches 980

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY was damaged off Land's End on

14 October, but after repairs at Falmouth was able to operate her
last trips of the season on the Bristol Channel. The BALMORAL made
an extra trip on 26 October from Avonmouth and Penarth to escort
the Royal Yacht BRITANNIA from Cardiff.

NORTH EAST

Castle Line of York The EMPRESS has been advertised for sale for
£38 750.

EAST ANGLIA

A&P Business & Leisure, Huntingdon The restaurant boat THE
CAPTAIN'S TABLE has been offered for sale as a business for
£99 000.

THAMES

Woods River Services has obtained to permission to build a new pier
by the Savoy Hotel between Charing Cross and Waterloo Bridges; it
is due to open this month and will be the base for the SILVER
STURGEON. Her dinner cruises are normally £49, but the price for
New Year's Eve is £135.

Catamaran Cruisers The Parisian restaurant boat LE CRISTAL
entered service in October as the SYMPHONY; she is 184 ft long and
can take 350 diners. The previous SYMPHONY is believed to have
been returned to France.

Crown River Cruises The SPIRIT OF LONDON has been advertised for
sale by brokers for £80 000.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) The COCKNEY SPARROW,
HENLEY and PRINCESS FREDA are continuing to run at weekends this
month to Kew and, when tides permit, Hampton Court.
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SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries have ordered a catamaran from FBM Marine of
Cowes to replace the two SHEARWATER hydrofoils. The new craft will
be 108 ft long and carry 190 passengers; delivery 1is due next June
at a cost of £3 million.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) The POOLE BELLE had a charter from
Lymington to Cowes Roads on 21 September for the start of the round
the world yacht race, and had a public trip from Southampton (Ocean
Village), with a coach connection from Bournemouth, on

30 September for the final arrival of the CANBERRA. Sailings in
October were to Poole daily, and to Yarmouth on Wednesdays and
Saturdays.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
The Jersey and Guernsey authorities are to invite tenders to
run ferry services from the UK from 1999. The operator will have
exclusive rights to run the service and Hoverspeed has expressed an
interest.
Condor Ferries From 1 November to 31 March, there is a round trip
from Poole (normally leaving at 1000) daily except Tuesdays and
Thursdays, with extra sailings around Christmas and the New Year.
Next summer, the CONDOR 10 will make a daily round trip from
Weymouth to St-Malo via Guernsey.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN IIT will run next
year from 4 April to 31 October and the schedule is similar to last
year's, but with more sailings in April. Sailings are daily
(except Sundays) until 3 October, then on Mondays, Wednesdays,
Fridays and Saturdays; the only Sunday trip is on 30 August. There
is a double trip (0630 and 1345 from Penzance) on Saturdays 23 and
30 May, and from 18 July to 29 August; on most other Saturdays she
leaves Penzance at 1100, but the normal day trip (0915 from
Penzance, 1630 from St Mary's) 1is offered on Saturdays from 4 April
to 2 May and on 11 July. Peak season fares have been increased and
the period return fare will be £70.

NORTH WEST
Wyre Borough Council has advertised for an operator to run the
Fleetwood to Knott End ferry for the next three years.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN is continuing to run
from Liverpool to Dublin this winter, sailing on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays from 7 November to 15 December, then
daily from 18 December to 5 January (except on the 25th); she
leaves Liverpool at 0830 and Dublin at 1630. A non-landing day
trip costs £10 on most days.
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Classic Coastal Cruises The SOUTHSEA was towed in November from
Southampton Water to Bristol for dry-docking.

EAST ANGLIA
D C Wells, Great Yarmouth After her season running trips to
Scroby Island, the GLENDA MARGARET was taken in October to Cornwall
where Mr Wells will spend the winter fishing for mackerel.

THAMES
Southend Water Pleasure has advertised the DUCHESS M for sale for
£80 000. She has spent two seasons running to and from Southend,

berthing overnight at Strood.

SOUTH COAST

Gosport Ferry The Borough Council plans to spend £300 000 on the
Gosport pontoon to extend its life to 2011.

White Horse Ferries The GREAT EXPECTATIONS C D has been offered
for sale by brokers for £375 000.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) The DORSET BELLE and POOLE BELLE
finished the season on 31 October, the latter doing an afternoon
cruise from Poole for invited guests. The next day there was a
staff outing to Chatham Dockyard with a cruise on the KINGSWEAR
CASTLE. The business is now run by Mr Peter Lamb, a long-standing
member of the Paddle Steamer Preservation Society.

Brownsea Island Ferries The owner of Harvey's former fleet is a
Mr Hedgeman. The vessels have retained their yellow hulls.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Ferries The CONDOR 10 was refitted on the Mersey, before
leaving on 12 November for her winter charter in New Zealand; the
CONDOR EXPRESS is also to visit the Mersey for her annual refit.
The CONDOR 8 has been sold, reportedly to run in Canada. She was
laid-up last summer as Saint-Malo services were covered by the
CONDOR 9 and CONDOR FRANCE.

WEST OF ENGLAND

Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The day return fare next summer will
be £30, rising to £32 in July and August, but with some discounts
for families and senior citizens. There is an evening cruise from

Penzance on 14 July for the Maritime Festival fireworks, and the
annual pelagic bird watching trip, a l6-hour cruise into the
Atlantic, is on Sunday 16 August.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Waterways Services, Weedon The SAUCY SUE has been offered for
sale; the owner, Mr P H Gardner, has run her for 13 years but now
"wishes to lead a quieter life."
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MISCELLANY

The former Red Funnel MEDINA was broken-up at South Shields
this autumn after a life of 66 years. She ran from Southampton
from 1931 until 1962, then at Gibraltar until 1971 when she
returned to this country. She had static roles at Lymington,
Ramsgate, Brighton and London and went to the Tyne in 1992 to be
converted to a Chinese restaurant, but the owners ran out of money
and she remained laid-up with the framework of a pagoda on her
decks. She is the second former Red Funnel vessel to have been
broken-up recently, the WESTWARD HO (ex VECTA) having been
demolished at Torpoint after a long spell of inactivity.
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The sad story of the MEDWAY QUEEN continues as, for the third
time in recent years, she lies partly under water. The ship has
been allowed to deteriorate so much that if money were available for
restoration (£4 million is said to be needed), new plating, new
decks and a new interior would leave very little of the original

ship - there would be a modern replica of the historic ship. The
Preservation Society's volunteers have done their best, but it is
now too late to undo the damage caused by past neglect. It 1is

surely time to consider a dignified end for what remains of the
ship: perhaps to be scuttled at sea while the WAVERLEY carries
tearful spectators.

Geoffrey Hamer

NORTH EAST
Star Line Cruisers, York The owner, Mr Bramhill, sold both boats
in November to White Rose Line, who then offered them for sale for
£20 000 each. THE BELLE ran in Chester and Warrington before going
to York in 1989, while THE STAR served Bournemouth, Falmouth,
Dartmouth, Torquay and Plymouth until arriving in York in 1992.

EAST ANGLIA
C Spraggons, Harwich, reopened the ferry services to Shotley and
Felixstowe on 2 January using a l2-passenger "sea truck" which can
land on the beach at Felixstowe.

THAMES
A new agency is to be set up under the control of London
Transport to run the London piers currently run by the Port of
London Authority and to coordinate passenger services on the river.
A new pier is currently being built at the Globe Theatre on the
south bank between Blackfriars and Southwark bridges.
On the Medway, Rochester City Council is to build a new pier
at Upnor for use by passenger vessels.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
British shipping company Cenargo has expressed an interest in

running to the islands; their SCIROCCO, currently running between
Spain and Morocco, ran for British Channel Island Ferries as the
ROZEL in 1989-91.

Condor Ferries The CONDOR 8 was renamed WATERWAYS 1 by her new
Canadian owners and was loaded onto the cargo ship CLIPPER CHEYENNE
at St-Malo on 29 November for delivery to Halifax. She will
reportedly be used on the Great Lakes.

Channel Hoppers, a Jersey travel firm, has announced plans for a
passenger service to Portsmouth, via Sark and Guernsey, to start in
April. A 300-passenger catamaran would be chartered and would take
about four hours for the crossing.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
St Helier Belle Cruisers, Gunthorpe The ST HELIER BELLE has
been advertised for sale as a business for £45 000 with i1l health
given as a reason. She has run on the River Trent since 1992 when
she was bought from the Channel Islands.
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MISCELLANY

The former paddle steamer MEDWAY QUEEN sank on 26 December at
her mooring in Damhead Creek off the River Medway near Kingsnorth,
and she is now partially submerged by the tide. Her owners, the

Medway Queen Preservation Society had been trying to raise money to
rebuild the ship.
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THAMES

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust Public afternoon cruises
run on Sundays from 21 June to 27 September, Bank Holiday Mondays
4, 25 May and 31 August, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays from 7 July to 4 September, and on Saturdays from 1 August
to 5 September; passengers can have an hour ashore at the new pier
at Upnor. Special trips include day trips to Queenborough on

2 May, 12 September and 31 October, to Snodland on 17 May, to and
from London on 13 and 14 June, to follow the Medway Barge Match on
20 June, round Sheppey on 27 June, and to Southend on 18 July; the
season ends with a bird watching cruise on 1 November.

Livett's Launches The BRUNEL has been advertised for sale for
£120 000. She spent many years on the ferry from Tower Pier to HMS
BELFAST, but last year was used only for charters and tendering
visiting cruise ships.

Catamaran Cruisers The previous names of the HYDROSPACE ALPHA and
'BETA which arrived from Paris in 1995 and 1996 are now known to
have been REGINE and JULIETTE GRECO respectively; they were
replaced there by two 600-passenger trimarans.

Salter Bros 1998 sailings are similar to last year's, but
Reading-Henley runs every day including Saturdays. Oxford-Abingdon
runs from 17 May to 20 September, Reading-Henley from 31 May to

6 September, Windsor-Maidenhead/Staines from 18 May to

4 September (except Bank Holidays), and Marlow-Windsor/Henley from
18 May to 11 September (except Bank Holidays and Henley Regatta
week) .

SOUTH COAST
Brownsea Island will be open to the public this year from

1 April to 4 October.

Red Funnel Ferries carried 2.25 million passengers last year, an
increase of 7% over 1996; 900 000 of these travelled on the

fast craft. The SHEARWATER 5 ran aground off Cowes on 19 January;
the 67 passengers were taken off and the craft refloated and towed
to Southampton.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Services between St-Malo and the Channel Islands carried

429 524 passengers last year, an increase of 7% over 1996.

Condor Ferries The CONDOR EXPRESS will run twice-daily from
Poole to Guernsey and Jersey from 7 April to 31 October, while the
CONDOR 10 runs daily from Weymouth to Guernsey and St-Malo from

1 May to 15 October. Fares from the UK to the islands for foot
passengers start at £46 single and £72 return; the corresponding
UK-St-Malo fares are £25 and £40.

Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 3 arrived at Le Havre on 9 January to
begin her second annual refit.

WEST OF ENGLAND
St Mary's Boatmen's Association Mr Hicks' new vessel, built at St
Mary's of oak and larch, was named SEA HORSE last August. She can
carry 100 passengers, with a saloon for 40.
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BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is currently off for refit and is due
to resume on 14 February. The 1998 schedule is similar to last
year's; the first Ilfracombe sailing is on 7 March and the last on
31 October, while there are calls at Clovelly on 16 dates between
31 May and 1 October, including one sailing from Ilfracombe via
Clovelly (on 8 July). The day return fare has been increased to
£25, though family day returns and period returns are unchanged.
There may be additional sailings from Minehead, Watchet, Porthcawl
and Padstow - all, apart from Watchet, being new ports for the
OLDENBURG.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Severn Leisure Cruises, Upton-upon-Severn The CONWAY CASTLE will
make public trips to Tewkesbury on Wednesdays from 6 May to
30 September, and day trips to Worcester on 25 June, 9 and 21 July,
11 August and 10 September.
Willow Wren Cruises, Rugby The RACHEL OF RUGBY has been offered
for sale as a business for £45 000.

NORTH WEST
National Trust (Enterprises), Coniston The GONDOLA is scheduled
to run daily from 1 April to 1 November. Bookings are

now handled by the NT office in Grasmere.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The new ship is to be named BEN-MY-
CHREE and is due to replace the KING ORRY and cargo vessel PEVERIL
in August, enabling the Company to make 46 crew members redundant.
The LADY OF MANN sails only from 29 May to 16 June, summer
passenger services then being covered by one ship running from
Heysham and the SEACAT ISLE OF MAN which will make up to three
round trips from Liverpool on peak Saturdays. There are no
sailings scheduled from Fleetwood and the Liverpool-Dublin service,
to be run by the Italian-registered SUPERSEACAT TWO, is no longer
being advertised under the Steam Packet's name.

MISCELLANY
The Marine Safety Agency, currently responsible for
certification of passenger vessels, is to be merged with the
Coastguard service on 1 April to form the Maritime & Coastguard
Agency.
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A year ago, I dared to criticise the daft project to refit
the SOUTHSEA as an excursion ship. The ship 1s too old, quite
unsuited to today's excursion trade, and would have harmed existing
operators 1including Waverley Excursions. Now, despite glowing
reports 1in other publications over the past year, the owners are
bankrupt and the ship is for sale. Much time and money has been
wasted on this scheme. Why, for instance, was money spent on towing
the ship to Bristol when they did not have the money to complete her
refit ? The directors of Brasspatch have themselves lost money,
creditors may not be paid, and people who were persuaded to buy
shares have also lost out. The shares were advertised this year as
an "exciting investment opportunity" and anyone taken in by that
might well feel they have been defrauded.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is due to sail on the Clyde at
Easter, then visit the Western Isles, south coast and Bristol
Channel in May and June; she will return to the south coast in
September and the Thames in October. The BALMORAL starts on the
Bristol Channel in mid-May, then visits the Irish Sea, east coast,
Thames and, in mid-July, Falmouth for the Tall Ships Race.

Classic Coastal Cruises Brasspatch PLC went into receivership
early in February and the SOUTHSEA, lying in Bristol, has been
advertised for sale.

NORTH EAST

A mock galleon previously used on a lake in Scarborough has
been sold and is being refitted at Whitby by new owners who plan to
base the vessel at Scarborough and offer short sea cruises.

THAMES

Woods River Cruises The SILVER STURGEON began using the new Savoy
Pier for dinner cruises in February, though she is still based at
Wapping. Her first annual refit was carried out in February in dry
dock at Chatham.

Salter Bros The CLIVEDEN is being refitted after being laid-up in
recent years. The OXFORD, also laid-up for a time, was in service
last summer.

SOUTH COAST

White Horse Ferries The NEW FORESTER, built for the Hythe ferry
service in 1982, has been advertised for sale by her owners, the
General Estates Co; she has been laid up for two years or more.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Jersey Transport Authority and Guernsey Transport Board have
formally invited offers for the exclusive right to run a year-round

ferry service to the UK. Cenargo, Condor Ferries and Hoverspeed
are amongst companies interested.
Condor Ferries Services from St-Malo to Jersey and Guernsey

are scheduled to run from 27 March to 1 November by the CONDOR 9.
Between 1 May and 15 September, she is joined by the CONDOR FRANCE
which also calls at Sark.
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Emeraude Lines The BELLE MALOUINE, the vessel which started the
company's Channel Island services, has been sold for service from
Vannes on the west coast of France; she ran from Granville to
Jersey in 1969-71 and has since run from Granville to the Chausey
Islands.

Alizés Cbte des Isles is the correct name of the firm which started
running the catamaran COTE DES ISLES from Portbail to Jersey last
year; she was previously the BRITTANIA of Channiland.

Channel Hoppers plan to start their passenger service from
Portsmouth on 29 April with the chartered catamaran VARANGERFJORD

of Finnmark Fylkesrederi & Ruteselskap of Hammerfest, Norway. She
was built in 1990, is 417 gross tons, 127 ft long and can carry 167
passengers. There will be a daily round trip from Jersey and

Guernsey to Portsmouth, calling at Alderney on Sundays.

NORTH WEST
Bay Boating Co, Fleetwood The LADY VICTORIA BELLE has been
advertised for sale for £25 000. She has been at Fleetwood for
about five years, after many years as the NANKERSEY at Falmouth.
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Waverley Excursions have published timetables for the season,
except for the BALMORAL's main season on the Bristol Channel. The
WAVERLEY begins her season on the Clyde at Easter, sailing on

10-13 April, then resumes on the 24th and visits the Western Isles
from 1 to 5 May. She is on the South Coast from 8 May, finishing
at Kingswear on the 18th, then spends from 21 May to 13 June on the
Bristol Channel. Afer a charter from Milford Haven on 14 June, and
an evening cruise from Holyhead on the 15th, she returns to the
Clyde. She is back on the South Coast on 3 September, moves to the
Thames on 1 October and finishes on the Bristol Channel on 16-19
October. She is then due to start her rebuild. The BALMORAL sails
on the Bristol Channel on 14-19 May, then spends from 21 May to

9 June around the Irish Sea. She is on the east coast of Scotland
on 12-19 June, then in North East England until the 22nd. She is
in the Thames area from 24 June to 14 July (with a visit to the
Sussex coast on 7-8 July), then goes to the West Country for the
Tall ships race, visiting Plymouth, Looe and Falmouth between

16 and 19 July. She has a final weekend on the Clyde on 25-28
September. On 13 March, Captain David Neill was found guilty of
committing indecent acts in the 1980s with boys aged between 12 and
15.

Classic Coastal Cruises The SOUTHSEA has been sold and is
reportedly to be towed to Ireland.

THAMES

T W Taylor, Wallasea Island The ferry to Burnham-on-Crouch runs
at weekends from Easter to 1 November. Cruises to view the seals
at the mouth of the River Crouch start on 24 May, and occasional
trips go upriver to Fambridge and Battlesbridge.

Tonbridge Waterways The BRITANNIA II, a former tender on the
Royal Yacht BRITANNIA, is to be sold by auction by Sotheby's.
White Horse Ferries have been chosen as one of two "preferred"
operators for services to the New Millennium Experience at
Greenwich. The company had threatened to withdraw from the Thames
unless it was allowed to expand in London, but is now planning to
build more 60-passenger trimarans.

City Cruises 1is the other operator chosen to run to the New
Millennium Experience. The former Gosport ferry VITA has been
bought from Woods River Cruises and refitted; she ran for Woods
between Westminster and the Tower between 1975 and 1994, but has
since been laid-up at Isleworth.

Tidal Cruises The Westminster-Barrier service resumed on 16 March
and continues until 8 November; the timetable is similar to last
year's, with two to four sailings daily.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Services to Kew and
Hampton Court are due to resume on 6 April.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Ferries The HOLYMAN RAPIDE operated the service in early-
March, but suffered a succession of break-downs. The Weymouth
service, advertised for the CONDOR 10, is to be operated by a new
larger craft to be named CONDOR VITESSE ("speed" in French), a
sister of the CONDOR EXPRESS.
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Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 2 returned to service from St-Malo to
Jersey between 4 and 11 March, while the SOLIDOR 3 returned to

Le Havre to complete her refit. An American company is interested
in buying the SOLIDOR 2 for gambling cruises off California, but
the sale has yet to be completed.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft Totnes sailings are scheduled to run every
day from 1 April to 31 October. Evening trips to land at Sharpham,
for a visit to the vineyard with wine and cheese tasting, are to be

offered by the DARTMOUTH CASTLE on 27 May, 12 July, 11 August and
9 September.

BRISTOL CHANNEL

The Birnbeck Pier at Weston-super-Mare is to be sold by

auction next month. It is currently closed and was last used by
ships in 1979.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The Liverpool-Dublin service was
resumed on 12 March by the SUPERSEACAT TWO.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY began her season on the Clyde at
Easter and is now on the south coast. Captain David Neill, her
master from 1975 to 1997, was sentenced on 3 April to three years'
imprisonment.

Classic Coastal Cruises The sale of the SOUTHSEA to Ireland was
not completed and she remains at Bristol.

NORTH EAST
J Connelly, Bridlington, has advertised the FLAMBORIAN for sale for
£45 000.

THAMES
Southend Water Pleasure The DUCHESS M is sailing again this
season, with trips from Queenborough due to start at Easter. Day
trips from Queenborough to Southend are offered on Wednesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays this summer. Day trips from Strood to
Southend are on 3, 17 and 31 July, and 3, 14 and 17 August, and day
trips from Southend to Strood are on 14, 28 and 29 May, 11 and 25
June, 9 and 23 July, 6, 20 and 27 August, and 10 and 24 September.

White Horse Ferries The next trimaran is due to be completed soon
as the PHILIP PIRRIP (Dickens' character Pip in 'Great
Expectations'). Three more are to be built before 2000 to run

between Greenwich and the New Millennium Experience.

City Cruises are to have four new vessels similar to the MILLENNIUM
OF LONDON to run from central London to the New Millennium
Experience in 2000.

George Wheeler Launches, Westminster The ROYALTY has been
transferred to a new company, Absolute Pleasure Boats, owned by
another member of the Ellis family which still runs George Wheeler
Launches. At Easter, the ROYALTY began running one-hour cruises
from Greenwich to view the Millennium site.

SOUTH COAST

J P Adams, West Itchenor A third boat, the 52-passenger WINGATE
ITI, has been added to the fleet.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) The DORSET BELLE and POOLE BELLE were
both in service at Easter and then daily from 30 April, with

daily trips from Bournemouth to Brownsea Island, trips to Yarmouth
on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and Swanage trips on Sundays and Bank
Holidays. These were the first Easter trips to the Isle of Wight
since Red Funnel's PRINCESS ELIZABETH ran in 1952.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Ferries If Condor is successful in its tender to run
Channel Island services, the Australian Holyman company will sell
its half share to Commodore who will again be sole owners of
Condor. The CONDOR VITESSE was built speculatively by
International Catamarans and arrived in Europe last summer named
INCAT 044. She arrived at Portsmouth on 27 March for a refit
before beginning the service from Weymouth to Guernsey and St-Malo
under her new name. The day return fare from Weymouth to either
Guernsey or St-Malo is £29.90.
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Emeraude Lines The PEGASUS and TRIDENT 4 have been sold for
service in the Caribbean and left Brest on 24 April on a cargo ship
for Guadeloupe. The PEGASUS has served the Channel Isles since
1978, originally with Service Maritime Careret Jersey, while the
TRIDENT 4 arrived from Italy in 1988.

Channel Hoppers The start of the new service, due on 29 April,

has been delayed as the chartered Norwegian catamaran VARANGERFJORD
is not ready.

WEST OF ENGLAND

Plymouth Boat Cruises Trips to Calstock are offered on various
dates from 24 May to 18 October. The cruise is extended to Weir
Head on 23 June and 9 August.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is being chartered by Clevedon Pier
Trust on 21-23 June for cruises from Clevedon and Bristol,

including a trip on the 23rd from Clevedon to Dunball Wharf on the
River Parrett near Bridgwater.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

National Waterways Museum, Gloucester Day trips, usually by the
KING ARTHUR, are to Tewkesbury on 5 April, 2 May, 7 and 19 June,

4 and 17 July, 2 August, 5 and 18 September, and 4 October, and to
Sharpness on 18 April, 17 May, 20 June, 19 July, 15 August, and

20 September; day trips from Sharpness to Gloucester are offered on
16 May and 8 August.

NORTH WEST

Mersey Ferries Manchester Ship Canal cruises are being offered on
four weekends this year, 27-28 June, 25-26 July, 22-23 August and
5-6 September; in each case, the Saturday sailing is from Liverpool
to Salford and the ship returns on the Sunday. The fare is £21,
including a return by bus.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The BEN-MY-CHREE was launched on

4 April and named by Mrs J Gelling, wife of the island's Chief
Minister. The new ship is expected to be delivered in June. The

LADY OF MANN is due to make a day trip from Llandudno to Douglas on
28 May.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY ran aground briefly on the
evening of 30 May when sailing without passengers from Bristol to
anchor off Clevedon; she was refloated undamaged.

THAMES

Thames Hospitality Craft The T D A SEA HORSE is a 90-ft Dutch
barge built in 1930, and converted for luxury charters in 1993.
She has recently been advertised for sale for £155 000.

C H Wyatt, Westminster, has offered the KINGWOOD for sale with her
current business for £130 000, giving i1l health as the reason.
Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) have started offering
evening cruises to view the millennium dome below Greenwich,
initially on Saturdays only.

London Waterbus Co (Regent's canal) Services run daily from

1 March to 31 October, then at weekends until March 1999. Special
day trips are to Limehouse on 6 June, and 11 and 25 July, to Three
Mills on the River Lea on 20 June, to Brentford (one way by coach)
on 11 and 12 September, and to Harefield (returning by coach) on
25 September.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries The first two RED JETS now carry 138
passengers, with an extra eight seats replacing luggage space.

The new craft, previously referred to as the RED JET 3, is to have
a new name chosen by pupils of a local school.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) The BOURNEMOUTH BELLE entered service
on 23 May, since when the three vessels have run daily to Brownsea
Island, Swanage and Yarmouth. The Dorset Lakes cruise is dropped
after over sixty years, apparently because of silting in the
channels around Brownsea Island. The Isle of Wight trip now leaves
Bournemouth at 1100 and gives just two hours in Yarmouth for a
reduced fare of £10, compared with £14 last season. There are five
round trips to Brownsea daily and four to Swanage.

CHANNEL TISLANDS
Channel Hoppers The start of the service, originally due on 29
April, was postponed to 20 May.

WEST OF ENGLAND
P J Moule, Kingsbridge The 1998 season extends from 17 May to
4 October and follows a similar pattern to last year.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN IITI made an extra
trip to St Mary's on the evening of 15 May when the island's
airport was closed by fog.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Weston-super-Mare's Birnbeck Pier failed to find a buyer when
offered for auction on 8 May. Bidding reached £275 000, well below
the reserve price of £500 000.
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IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN resumed service
on 26 May. Fast services to the island this season are run by the
SEACAT DANMARK, built in 1992, while her sister SEACAT ISLE OF MAN
is running between Dover and Calais.
MISCELLANY
The night-club TUXEDO PRINCESS, formerly the turbine car
ferry CALEDONIAN PRINCESS, has been towed from Glasgow back to the
Tyne where she arrived on 19 May.
www.trip-out.co.uk © G P Hamer 3 June 1998
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY's grounding, on 30 May, was

at the Horseshoe Bend in the River Avon. Last month's report was
incorrect: she was damaged and had to be dry docked at Swansea,
resuming service on 6 June. She arrived back on the Clyde on

16 June. The BALMORAL is currently visiting the Thames and Sussex
Coast; timetables for her main Bristol Channel season have not yet
been distributed.

NORTH EAST
J Connelly, Bridlington, has sold the FLAMBORIAN for service from
Swanage, and she made her last trip on 21 June. She had run from

Bridlington since being built at Beverley in 1938 as the BOYS' OWN;
she was renamed FLAMBORIAN around the late 1960s.

THAMES
The pontoon for the new Charing Cross Pier has been delivered

to the UK from France where it was built and it is due to open in
August.

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust The new pier planned for
Upnor has not been built and Rochester Pier is closed for
rebuilding; until mid-August, Strood is being used instead.

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
is running as in previous years, with trips to London on Wednesdays
and Saturdays, and to Southend on Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays.
City Cruises The small catamaran HALARY, once used for charters
but recently laid-up, has been offered for sale for £35 000.

French Brothers The service from Runnymede to Windsor runs from

1 May to 27 September, and the Hampton Court service runs from

6 July to 3 September. Special trips from Windsor via Maidenhead,
Marlow, Henley, Reading, Wallingford and Abingdon to Oxford are
offered on 6-9 July and 7-10 September. The NUNEHAM is making a 4-
hour cruise from Runnymede on 12 September at a fare of £40 in aid
of the RNLI.

Pewsey Vale Charter Cruises The SARAH DAVEY has been offered for
sale with her existing business on the Kennet & Avon Canal; the
owner, Mr W J Smith, plans to retire.

SOUTH COAST

Solent & Wight Line Cruises The JENNY boats offer public trips to
Spit Bank Fort from Portsmouth Dockyard on Wednesday, Saturday and
Sunday afternoons, and from Cowes on Wednesdays and Sundays. The
Fort is open at other times for groups and functions.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) has bought the FLAMBORIAN from
Bridlington. She arrived on 26 June and was due to enter service
from Swanage to Brownsea and Poole on 1 July, renamed SWANAGE
QUEEN. She is the third SWANAGE QUEEN; the previous one, also
owned by Croson, was also from Bridlington, arriving on the South
Coast in 1967 as the THORNWICK.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Ferries has been chosen by Jersey and Guernsey as sole
operator of car ferry services to the UK. 1Initially, Guernsey
preferred P&O European Ferries, but both islands' parliaments
subsequently backed Condor.
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Channel Hoppers The VARANGERFJORD is based at Portsmouth, leaving
daily at 0830 for Jersey; Guernsey has refused permission to call,
but Alderney is visited.

WEST OF ENGLAND
P Scott, Brixham, has advertised the BRIXHAM BELLE for sale.
St Mary's Boatmen's Association Mr John Hicks' SWORDFISH ITI,
operated with the Association until 1992 and later used for cruises
for up to 12 passengers, is now laid-up and has been offered for
sale for £18 000.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Weston-super-Mare's Birnbeck Pier has been bought by White

Horse Ferries, operators of the Tilbury and Hythe services, who
plan to open a service across the Bristol Channel.

Lundy Company The OLDENBURG's trip to the River Parrett on

23 June was postponed owing to engine trouble. The ship is to be
re-engined with the aid of a Lottery grant which is also funding a
new jetty at Lundy. Sailings from Padstow to Lundy are scheduled
for 2 July, 3 and 31 August, and 14 and 30 September, returning by
coach from Clovelly. Sailings from Watchet and Minehead via
Ilfracombe are on 14 July, 24 August, and 8 and 25 September,
returning to Ilfracombe or Bideford.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY was off service for repairs to
the boiler furnace from 13 to 21 July. She has a charter on the
South Coast on 5 September, so the sailing advertised for that date
has been cancelled. The BALMORAL is now on the Bristol Channel and
a timetable for her season has apparently been published.

THAMES
The SIR THOMAS MORE, normally berthed at the television

studios at Teddington but used for occasional charters, has been
advertised for sale. She was a sistership of Woods' SILVER BONITO.
Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust The KINGSWEAR CASTLE has a
charter in London on 13 September, so the sailing advertised to
Queenborough on the 12th will instead be a single trip to London.
White Horse Ferries A share issue is attempting to raise £2.5
million to finance new fast ferries promised for the Millennium.

SOUTH COAST
The International Festival of the Sea is being held at

Portsmouth on 28-31 August and amongst visiting ships will be the
SHIELDHALL.

Red Funnel Ferries The RED JET 3 entered regular service on

27 July.

G C Eveleigh (Puffin Cruises), Lymington The ISLAND PRINCESS runs
with the CORAL STAR IV, previously at Paignton and now used mainly
for half-hour river trips. The ISLAND PRINCESS runs to Yarmouth,
and offers a 2-hour cruise to the Needles at 1700 on Wednesdays,
Fridays and Sundays.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) The FLAMBORIAN's entry into service
has been delayed and she is not expected to be ready till later
this month. She is advertised to run from Poole to Swanage at
0930, 1130, 1430 and 1630, with evening trips on some days.
Bournemouth-Swanage sailings have been suspended since early July
following the departure of a skipper.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor Ferries The parent company Commodore has ordered a freight
ferry from the Dutch yard of Van der Giessen - De Noord, builders
of the BEN-MY-CHREE. Due in 1999, the ship will run from
Portsmouth, and offer limited passenger capacity.

Channel Hoppers The service, which began on 5 June, has suffered
many cancellations.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
The Birnbeck Pier at Weston-super-Mare was bought privately
by the Lay brothers who run White Horse Ferries; the ferry company
hopes to run between the Pier and Cardiff.
Bristol Ferry Boat Co The owner, Mr Ian Bungard, has advertised
the business for sale. The five boats produce an annual turnover
of £130 000.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The new BEN-MY-CHREE left Rotterdam
on 4 July and arrived in Douglas two days later. She entered
service for freight on 11 July and was due to replace the KING ORRY
on the twice daily passenger service from Heysham on 3 August. The
LADY OF MANN has been chartered for three months to Acor Line to
run ferry services in the Azores. She left Birkenhead on 17 June
with a Portuguese crew and a party of Portuguese journalists. Acor

Line is run by Empresa de Navegacdo Madeirense who are also behind
Porto Santo Line which chartered the ship in 1995. The SEACAT
DANMARK hit a basking shark off the island on 6 July and a sailing
to Dublin was delayed. The SUPERSEACAT TWO is due to continue
running between Liverpool and Dublin until 5 January.

MISCELLANY
The SOUTHSEA, still in dry dock in Bristol, was sold by
Brasspatch's receivers to a Mr R McLean of Felixstowe who then
advertised her for sale for £20 000. On 28 July, she was sold at
an auction to an unnamed businessman for £15 500.
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Waverley Excursions distributed a timetable in August for the
BALMORAL's Bristol Channel sailings which end with a single trip to
Milford Haven on 22 September. The WAVERLEY, now on the South
Coast, has not had a very good season on the Clyde, partly because
of poor weather.

THAMES

Catamaran Cruisers The new Charing Cross pier was 1in use by the
end of August, and the temporary pier, used since February 1996,
has been removed.

SOUTH COAST

Allchorn Pleasure Boats, Eastbourne Mr R Keyte, who took over the
business in 1995, has advertised it for sale for £150 000; this
includes the two passenger boats and a 12-passenger angling boat.
Needles Pleasure Cruises The owner, Mr I N Watling, has
advertised the business, including the two boats and landing stage
at Alum Bay, for sale

Blue Funnel Cruises (Poole) The service is run this season by

a new company, Blue Line Cruises Ltd. The POOLE SCENE is running
on the Solent for Solent & Wight Line Cruises, while the SOLENT
SCENE is based at Poole, running l-hour cruises to the 0ld Harry
Rocks except on Tuesdays when she makes two return trips to
Swanage.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 3 suffered engine trouble on 13 August
and was off service for around 11 days. The CONDOR VITESSE made
additional trips from St-Malo to Jersey until the SOLIDOR 2 was
brought out of lay-up to resume on 16 August.

WEST OF ENGLAND

P Scott, Brixham, has bought the DEVON PRINCESS III from Mr M D
Barrow and she has been renamed BRIXHAM BELLE II. She runs the
twice-daily trips to Dartmouth, while the BRIXHAM BELLE -currently
for sale - offers 50-minute cruises from Brixham.

K J Bridge, Plymouth, has taken over Mr Bristow's DUKE OF EDINBURGH
which has been renamed DEVON BELLE TII.

A & D Smith, Plymouth, started running Dockyard cruises from

the Mayflower Steps last year with a new saloon vessel, the 41-ft
38-passenger SILVER CREST.

G H & WG Pill, Falmouth The MAID OF THE FORTH, bought from
Southend last year, has been renamed QUEEN OF FALMOUTH.

NORTH WEST
Windermere Lake Cruises began demolishing the SWIFT in August on
the company's slipway at Lakeside. Built in 1900 at Rutherglen,
near Glasgow, for the Furness Railway, she was assembled on the
slipway at Lakeside. Converted from steam to diesel in the winter
of 1956/57, she continued in service until 1981 and has since been
laid-up.
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IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The KING ORRY is expected to continue
until the end of September, running mainly at weekends to assist
the BEN-MY-CHREE. The SUPERSEACAT TWO is expected to run weekend
services between Liverpool and Douglas this winter.

OBITUARY
Mr Alastair McRobb died suddenly on 12 August. Noted as an

expert on the Orkney and Shetland services, he supported many
shipping enthusiasts' publications.
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The British summer of 1998 will be remembered for poor
weather, although it was actually quite average, with a warm and dry
May, cool and wet weather in June and July, a warm and sunny August
and a mild September. Coastal excursion vessels suffered dis-
ruptions from several windy periods. There were variations around
the country, of course, and few settled spells which is perhaps why
the summer 1is perceived as having been so bad, especially after
several summers that were better than average.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY began her South Coast sailings
with an evening cruise from Swanage on 3 September. Several
sailings were curtailed by bad weather, and sailings on 8 and 9
September were cancelled. She went from Southampton to Tilbury on
29 September, while the South Coast sailings on the 29th and 30th
were cancelled; on 1 October, passengers from Eastbourne and
Folkestone were taken by coach to Tilbury for a cruise on the
Thames. Her Thames sailings continue till 13 October and her final
sailings before her rebuild are on the Bristol Channel on 16-19
October. The BALMORAL completed her season on the Clyde, and left
Glasgow on 28 September for winter lay-up in Bristol.

NORTH EAST
Riverbus Company Leeds has been formed by Mr Lawrence Sanders,
owner of the STENSON BUBBLE based near Derby, to run public and
charter trips in Leeds. The 85-ft 84-passenger INSPIRATION 2000
was completed in June and will be followed by two more vessels.

THAMES

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust Sailings from Rochester
Pier resumed on 30 August.

City Cruises The four new vessels which will run to the

Millennium Dome in 2000 have been ordered from Vosper Thornycroft
at a total cost of £5 million. They will be similar to the
MILLENNIUM OF LONDON, but slightly larger with a length of 105 ft
and a capacity of 520 passengers.

Thames Leisure has bought the SIR THOMAS MORE from Thames
Television and will refit her for the charter trade. Built for
sightseeing trips with her sister SIR RICHARD GRENVILLE (now Woods'
SILVER BONITO), she has been moored at Teddington Studios since
1988, making only occasional cruises. Thames Leisure has also
bought the old Charing Cross pontoon which will be moored at 0ld
Swan Pier as the base for the company's three vessels.

Boating Matters, Sonning The CONTENT has been sold for private
use and is currently on the River Trent. Built in 1936 to run from
Plymouth, she went to Fleetwood in 1987 before coming to the
Thames.

SOUTH COAST

Solent & Wight Line Cruises are building a new 66-ft catamaran at
Cowes. She will carry 220 passengers and will replace the POOLE
SCENE which has been advertised for sale for £175 000.
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Croson (The Dorset Belles) With the Bournemouth-Swanage service
suspended, the DORSET BELLE was off service in July but she
replaced the BOURNEMOUTH BELLE in August. The POOLE BELLE runs
alone in October on a variety of trips.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Ferries The CONDOR 10 returned from New Zealand to Europe
in May, but was apparently laid-up at Algeciras, Spain, with no
summer charter. She will be returning to New Zealand this winter.

WEST OF ENGLAND
G D H Wilson, Paignton, has sold the RIVIERA ROSE to another
Paignton operator, Mr K Lane, who has continued to run her between
Paignton and Brixham. Captain Wilson still runs the OUR FANTASIA
in Liverpool (but still has an address in Brixham) .
South Hams District Council has invited tenders to run the
Dartmouth Lower Ferry for five years; the service has been in local
authority control since 1946, the present District Council
replacing Dartmouth Borough Council in 1974.
Torpoint Ferry An elderly lady died after her car reversed off
one of the ferries into the river on the evening of 5 October.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III is to have a
major refit costing £1.75 million at Penzance this winter. Hull
plating will be renewed, an extra bow thruster installed,
generators replaced and the passenger accommodation will be
refurbished.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN returned to
Liverpool on 24 September after her charter in the Azores. The

KING ORRY ran between Liverpool and Dublin on 18-20 September while
the SUPERSEACAT TWO was off for repairs, then made her last trips
of the season from Douglas to Heysham on 27-28 September and
arrived in Birkenhead for lay-up on the 29th.
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As wusual each year, 'Trip Out' presents a list of the ten
largest excursion fleets in the UK, arranged by gross tonnage and by
passenger capacity. Note that last year, the gross tonnage for
Windermere Lake Cruises incorrectly included the laid-up SWIFT,
though this did not affect the positions in the table.

GROSS TONNAGE PASSENGER CAPACITY
1(1l) Woods River Cruises 1692 1(1l) Windermere Lake Cr. 2758
2(2) Waverley Excursions 1428 2(3) Catamaran Cruilsers 2416
3(4) City Cruises 923 3(2) City Cruises 2402
4(3) Windermere Lake Cr. 916 4(5) Salter Bros 1790
5(5) Catamaran Cruisers 842 5(4) Waverley Excursions 1750
6(6) George Wheeler L. 544 6(6) Dart Pleasure Craft 1350
7(8) Blue Funnel Cruises 538 7(8) French Brothers 1086
8(7) Solent & Wightline 441 8(9) Woods River Cruises 1045
9(9) Livett's Launches 436 9(7) Solent & Wightline 994
10(10) Tidal Cruises 405 10(-) Tidal Cruises 844
Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY's October sailings were again
affected by bad weather and she spent 14 October at anchor in Dover
Harbour before going to Avonmouth, arriving early on the 16th. She
completed her season at Milford Haven on 19 October, and was back
in Glasgow on the following evening. Her rebuilding is not due to
start until the New Year.
THAMES
Catamaran Cruisers The previous restaurant boat SYMPHONY,

replaced by the present vessel last year, has returned to service
in Paris where she has been renamed SYMPHONIE.

Thames Leisure The newly-acquired SIR THOMAS MORE has been
renamed WILLIAM B' after the owner's father, William Britton, who
died this year.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Sailings to Kew and
Hampton Court are due to continue at weekends this month, weather
permitting.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Ferries have bought the HAVELET, last used in 1996 and since
laid-up at Portland. She will run from Weymouth when high winds
prevent the fast craft from operating.

Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 2 has finally been sold, and left St-
Malo on 13 October for Argentina. Originally the Danish LANGELAND
II, she started running from St-Malo to Jersey in April 1989. She
had been laid-up for most of the past two years, but was last used
in August when the SOLIDOR 3 broke down.

Channel Hoppers The VARANGERFJORD was arrested at Portsmouth on
26 October for unpaid port dues. Her season had been due to end on
1 November, and many sailings this autumn have been cancelled by
bad weather.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth, have advertised two vessels for sale,
the MAID OF EXMOUTH for £50 000 and the SOUTHERN ANGLER for
£45 000.
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Isles of Scilly Steamship Co failed to agree terms with Penzance
Dry Dock for the SCILLONIAN III's refit, and the contract has gone
instead to Devonport Dockyard. Forty workers at Penzance have been
made redundant and the yard seems likely to close.

NORTH WEST
Wyre Boat Services, Fleetwood The ST KEYNE was broken-up last
winter four years after arriving from Tenby; she does not seem to
have been used for passenger service at Fleetwood. Built in 1925
as the GONDOLIER PRINCE for service between Poole and Swanage, she
ran from Westminster after the war before going to Tenby in 1969.
Wyre Borough Council The Knott End ferry was run last summer
by Swift Offshore Services, seemingly a new company.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN ran Liverpool-
Douglas on 16-17, 21-22, 25 and 29-30 October, and to Dublin on the
24th and 27th, while the BEN-MY-CHREE and the fast craft were
affected by gales. The SEACAT DANMARK was due to finish on

2 November, with subsequent weekend Douglas-Liverpool sailings
being taken by the SUPERSEACAT TWO between her Liverpool-Dublin
crossings. The BEN-MY-CHREE is to be fitted with more reclining
seats and more open deck space following complaints about her
cramped accommodation. On 20 October, she had to put back into
Douglas because of heavy weather and then collided with the SEACAT
DANMARK. The KING ORRY has been sold to NAVARMA (Moby Lines) who
run between Italy, Elba, Corsica and Sardinia; she left Birkenhead
on 23 October renamed MOBY LOVE. Originally the SAINT-ELOI at
Dover, she began running to the Isle of Man in February 1990 as the
CHANNEL ENTENTE and was renamed the following winter.
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The stormy weather of recent months has demonstrated the
limitations of fast craft, with craft stormbound while conventional
ferries carry on sailing. Ferry routes that used to run reliably
have now gained a poor reputation thanks to fast craft that were
supposed to attract more passengers (this is admitted as one of the
reasons the Newhaven-Dieppe service has lost so much money). Some
services now need a "back-up" ship in case of bad weather, but the
cost of keeping the HAVELET or LADY OF MANN in commission has to be
added to the already high running costs of fast craft. The fast car
ferry will no doubt find a limited role, but not as a year-round
replacement for a conventional ship.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY's rebuild has been postponed to
the winter of 1999/2000. The delay is blamed on uncertainty over
new European safety rules which come into effect in 2008. Next
year, the WAVERLEY runs in the Western Isles from 30 April to

4 May, then on the Clyde, South Coast and Bristol Channel, before
the main Clyde season which is from 27 June to 30 August; September
on the South Coast is followed by 12 days on the Thames and a final
weekend on the Bristol Channel. The BALMORAL has a charter from
Weymouth on 11 August to view the total eclipse of the sun. The
company has advertised the post of commercial director, to replace
Terry Sylvester who plans to retire.

NORTH EAST
Alan Oliver (Cruises), Doncaster After two years based at
Doncaster, the CAPTAIN JAMES COOK has been sold to White Rose Line
of York, and the WYRE LADY has returned to service.
G Pattison & G Asprey, Ferrybridge The ENTERPRISE has been
offered for sale for £5000 as ideal for conversion to a houseboat.
She was built in 1947 to run from Falmouth to Truro, then from 1963
to 1988 was based at Tenby, before going to Yorkshire.

EAST ANGLIA
Cambridge River Cruises began operating this year with the
AQUARIUS, previously the AQUARIUS II of Canal Leisure Cruises on
the Trent & Mersey Canal. She runs from Jesus Green down the River
Cam. Normal public trips last 1 hr 30 mins, but day trips to Ely
are scheduled for occasional Tuesdays.

THAMES

Amongst dinner cruises being advertised for New Year's Eve in
London are City Cruises' MILLENNIUM OF LONDON (£105 per person),
Woods' SILVER STURGEON (£130) and Catamaran Cruisers' SYMPHONY
(£140) .
Catamaran Cruisers Charing Cross Pier has been renamed Embankment
Pier. A third HYDROSPACE vessel is to be brought over from Paris
next year.
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Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust In 1999, the paddler's
afternoon cruises are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays
and Sundays from 4 July to 5 September, and on Saturdays from

24 July to 28 August. Special trips are on 24 April to the Thames
Estuary, 8 May and 30 October to Queenborough, 22 May for the
Medway sailing barge race, on 18-20 June to and from London,

26 June to Southend, 3 July round Sheppey, 17 July to Snodland,

4 September through the Swale, 26 September to the MEDWAY QUEEN,
and an RSPB bird watching cruise on 31 October.

Steamship Streatley The STREATLEY is currently based in London
for charters and is expected to stay till Christmas.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Ferries Next summer, the CONDOR EXPRESS and CONDOR VITESSE
will offer three sailings daily to the CI; from 30 April to

17 October, sailings will be from Weymouth at 0730 to Guernsey,
Jersey and St-Malo, and from Poole at 1255 to the CI and St-Malo,
and at 1940 to the CI. The craft will spend alternate nights at
Weymouth and Jersey.

Channel Hoppers The VARANGERFJORD, placed under arrest on

26 October, was released on the 30th, and promptly arrested again
on behalf of another supplier. She was finally released on

3 November, after her season was scheduled to end; the "missed"
sailings would have been cancelled by bad weather in any case.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Vessels now known to have attended the start of the Tall Ships race
at Falmouth on 19 July included Dart Pleasure Craft's DEVONAIR
BELLE and the SCILLONIAN III, as well as the BALMORAL.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN IIT will run from
20 March to 30 October, sailing daily except Sundays, except in
October, when sailings are on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays only. There is a double trip on Saturdays 29 May,
5 June, and from 17 July to 28 August, while on other Saturdays
from 12 June to 2 October, there is one round trip, leaving
at 1100; all other sailings are at the usual time of 0915 from
Penzance and 1630 from St Mary's.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN ran from Liverpool
to Douglas on 6, 9-10 and 21-22 November, and to Dublin on

22 November. In October, the SUPERSEACAT TWO was unable to make
45% of her Liverpool-Dublin sailings. The BEN-MY-CHREE makes trips
from Douglas to Dublin on 22 and 29 December. From 8 January to

7 March, the Douglas-Liverpool sailings on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays are run by the BEN-MY-CHREE.
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The 1999 summer season 1s less than three months away: Good
Friday is on 2 April. On 11 August, there is the rare phenomenon of
a total eclipse of the sun visible in the Isles of Scilly, Cornwall,
South Devon, Alderney and part of northern France. There are no
"Tall Ships" events in England or Wales this year. The last event
of 1999 which will bring a lot of business to boat operators,
especially in London, is on 31 December.
Geoffrey Hamer

FEAST ANGLIA
W J Searle, Hunstanton, has advertised the SEA LION for sale for
£75 000.

THAMES
Salter Bros Services follow a similar pattern to last year's.
Oxford-Abingdon runs from 23 May to 26 September, Reading-Henley
from 30 May to 12 September, Windsor-Maidenhead and Windsor-Staines
from 24 May to 10 September (except Bank Holidays), and Marlow-
Windsor and Marlow-Henley from 24 May to 17 September (except Bank
Holidays and during Henley Regatta).

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries A reduced two-ship car ferry service runs from
3 January to 12 March while the ships are overhauled. The hourly
three-ship service resumes on 13 March and continues until

8 January 2000.

G C Eveleigh, Lymington The skipper of the ISLAND PRINCESS, Mr A
J Roberts, was fined £1070 and ordered to pay £1400 costs in
November, following an incident on 1 August when an elderly lady
fell in the sea whilst trying to board the vessel at Yarmouth Pier.
The CORAL STAR IV has been advertised for sale.

Bournemouth-Swanage Motor Road & ferry Co The old NO.3 ferry,
sold in 1994 for static use, has remained laid-up at Poole, and has
recently been offered for sale again for £30 000.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Ferries From 2 January to 31 March, services are from
Weymouth, daily except Tuesdays and Thursdays; the day return fare
to Guernsey is £15. From 1 to 29 April, there are daily services

from both Poole and Weymouth, with the full summer service starting
on 30 April as reported last month. The new passenger/ cargo ferry
being built for Portsmouth-CI is to be named COMMODORE CLIPPER.
Channel Hoppers plan to run the VARANGERFJORD from Torquay to the
Channel Islands next season, and claim that a larger craft will be
chartered for the Portsmouth service.

Granville Island Sea The SAINT EUGENE 5 (not SAINT EUGENE V as
previously reported) has been laid-up at Cherbourg since running
unsuccessfully to Jersey in 1997; she has now been sold for service
in Gabon, West Africa.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Plymouth Boat Cruises have offered the SOUTHERN BELLE for sale for
£65 000. Brokers have also advertised the PLYMOUTH VENTURER for
sale for £400 000.




TRIP OUT Page 2 January 1999

Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The season starts on 27 March, not
on the 20th as stated last month. There is one Sunday sailing to
St Mary's, on 29 August, and the annual 16-hour pelagic bird
watching cruise is on 15 August. The day return fare is increased
to £34 in July and August, but remains £30 for the rest of the
season.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG resumes after her refit, with new

engines, on 27 March from Ilfracombe. Sailings are shared between
Ilfracombe and Bideford until 22 October, and there is one more
trip from Ilfracombe on 23 December. The day return fare remains

£25, but the period return has been increased to £40.

NORTH WEST
The former German excursion ship HABICHT II has been laid-up

in Liverpool since arriving as the PRINCESS ROYAL in January 1995
(see '"Trip Out' April 1995). Her owners now hope to use her for
excursions on the Mersey and Manchester Ship Canal next summer.
Keswick Launch Co has bought the LOMOND MIST from Cruise Loch
Lomond and renamed her LAKELAND MIST. She is a typical Dutch
waterbus and ran in Amsterdam as the PRINSES JULIANA until arriving
in Scotland in 1989.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN ran Liverpool-
Douglas on 7, 12-14, 18-19 and 27-28 December. The BEN-MY-CHREE
made her first trip to Dublin on 22 December, but her sailing on
the 29th was cancelled. The LADY OF MANN ran the Liverpool-Dublin
sailing on 29 December, and was scheduled to take the BEN's sailing
to Douglas, but she ran aground just after leaving Dublin and had
to be dry-docked in Dublin, finally leaving on 4 January for
Liverpool. The LADY OF MANN will run the Liverpool-Douglas
sailings from 8 January to 8 March on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays
and Mondays, while the BEN-MY-CHREE will serve only Heysham.
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People sometimes ask me whether it is necessary to produce a
booklet when all the information is probably on the internet which
we hear so much about in the media. Well, apart from the obvious
fact that (even for those who have a suitable computer) it is not as
easy to carry on a boat trip as a booklet, there is the fact that
the information available on the internet 1is surprisingly poor. A
few Dboat operators are represented and most of the major ferry
companies have sites; some display their timetables and fares, and a
few actually have this year's timetable rather than last year's. If
any readers have tried getting information from the internet, or
would like a list (on paper) of the internet addresses of operators
in the British Isles, please let me know.

Geoffrey Hamer

SOUTH COAST
Brownsea Island will be open to visitors this year from

27 March to 3 October.

Red Funnel Ferries The company carried 2.36 million passengers in
1998, an increase of 4% over 1997; vehicle traffic also grew.
R C Greenslade and R A Hale, Poole, have jointly ordered a new 65-
ft vessel from Voyager Yachts of Millbrook, Cornwall, who also
built the PURBECK PRIDE. The new vessel is due in May.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Condor Ferries The CONDOR 9 will run from St-Malo to Jersey and
Guernsey from 26 March to 1 November. Additional services between
St-Malo and the CI will be provided in summer by the CONDOR EXPRESS
and 'VITESSE en route to Poole or Weymouth. There are no calls at
Sark as the CONDOR FRANCE, chartered for the past three seasons,
has been returned to her owners, Sea France; she had previously
served the Islands as Channiland's SAINT-MALO.
Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 3 was refitted in January at St-
Nazaire on the west coast of France. The company has bought the
fast catamaran ELBA EXPRESS from Elba Ferries for Fr 38 million
(about £4 million). Built in 1987 to carry fish across the North
Sea, she was rebuilt as a passenger and car ferry for service in
the Caribbean, and became the ELBA EXPRESS in 1995. She measures
1060 gross tons, is 162 ft long and can carry 325 passengers and 40
cars at 32 knots.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
A referendum was held in Ilfracombe in January to seek

approval for the council's plans to rebuild the pier. The first
phase, costing £3 million and dependent on a lottery grant, would
replace the present landing stages, and the £7-million second phase
would include a new visitor attraction and redevelopment of the
harbour. Protesters demanding rebuilding of the pier in its
present form were due to hold a march through the town on

6 February.

NORTH WEST
E W & R J Jones, Caernarfon In addition to cruises from
Caernarfon, 40-minute cruises on the Menai Strait are offered from
Plas Newydd, the National Trust property on Anglesey.
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National Trust (Enterprises) The GONDOLA is due to run daily
from 27 March to 31 October.

Ullswater Navigation & Transit Co The 1999 season runs from

28 March to 31 October, with the full two-boat service running on
2-11 April, 1-3 May and from 29 May to 3 October.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The SEACAT DANMARK is to start a
Belfast-Heysham service on 31 March, and will also offer two or
three trips weekly from Belfast to Douglas. Another catamaran will
run the summer services from Liverpool and Dublin to Douglas, while
the LADY OF MANN is expected to do extra weekend sailings from
Heysham to Douglas, supporting the BEN-MY-CHREE.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is to be dry-docked at Swansea
before her season which begins with a visit to the Western Isles
from 30 April to 4 May. She stays on the Clyde until 16 May, is
then on the Bristol Channel till 20 June, and has three days on
charter to the RNLI at Poole on 22-24 June before returning to the
Clyde. The company's new commercial director, chosen from nearly
200 applicants, is Eleanor Newlands, currently public relations
manager for the port of Southampton. She has worked for Associated
British Ports since graduating from university in 1992. She will
initially work with Terry Sylvester at Barry, but will later move
to Glasgow.

THAMES

White Horse Ferries The PHILIP PIRRIP is still under construction
at the firm's Gravesend premises. The next trimaran is to be named
ABEL MAGWITCH after another character in Charles Dickens' Great
Expectations'.

Tidal Cruises are now using the name Thames Cruises; the boats'
colours and ownership are otherwise unchanged.

SOUTH COAST

The Solent Steam Packet The SHIELDHALL's 1999 sailings include
trips from Southampton to Swanage on 17 and 31 July, 28 August and
11 September; she goes from Southampton to Weymouth on 8 August,
cruises to view the eclipse on the 11th, sails Weymouth-Poole on
the 15th, and Poole-Southampton on 22 August.

Wightlink carried 5.18 million passengers in 1998, a slight
increase on 1997. Car traffic increased by 3% and freight by over
8%.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Emeraude Lines The ELBA EXPRESS is to be renamed SOLIDOR 4 and 1is
due to enter service in June after a refit at St-Malo. She will
run with the SOLIDOR 3 and allow at least one of the smaller
TRIDENTs to be sold.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Stuart Line Cruises, Exmouth Afternoon river cruises run daily
(except Saturdays) from 30 March to 30 September. Morning trips to
Topsham, with the option of travelling one way by train, run on
Mondays to Fridays from 3 May to 17 September. Amongst special
trips is an all-day trip to view the total eclipse on 11 August.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
In the January referendum in Ilfracombe, 70% voted in favour

of the council's plan to rebuild the pier. If lottery money is
approved, work would start next autumn.
Bath Boating Co The 79-passenger steel-hulled saloon vessel

SCENIC II was built last year by David Abels at Bristol. She is
similar to the AVON MONARCH and SIR WILLIAM PULTENEY, also built by
Abels, and the three modern vessels have replaced the wooden boats
in the fleet.
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NORTH WEST
Mersey Ferries Manchester Ship Canal cruises are advertised for
the weekends of 1-2 and 15-16 May, 19-20 June, 3-4 July, 7-8
August, and 11-12 and 25-26 September, in each case sailing from
Liverpool to Salford on the Saturday and from Salford to Liverpool
on the Sunday; there are also midweek trips on 11-12 August, and
evening jazz trips from Liverpool on Friday 9 July, and from
Salford on Saturday the 10th. The fare for each day is £22,
including return by bus.
Windermere Lake Cruises The summer schedule, requiring all three
larger ships (still referred to as "steamers"), runs from 27 March
to 31 October.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN is offering a day
trip from Llandudno to Douglas on Wednesday 26 May; the fare is £18
and tickets should be bought in advance.

MISCELLANY

The SOUTHSEA has been moved to Newport after over a year at
Bristol.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY's dry-docking, booked in
Swansea, was rescheduled for the Clyde after the closure of the
Swansea yard in March. The 1999 timetable for both ships has been
published. The BALMORAL begins her season in Scotland on 15 May
and continues around the Irish Sea till 7 June, then goes via the
south coast to run on the Thames and East Anglia from 12 June,
interrupted with visits to the North East and eastern Scotland on
25-30 June. She returns to the south coast on 8 July, then goes
via Kingswear and Mevagissey to begin her Bristol Channel season on
17 July. Her season ends on the Clyde on 24-27 September. The
BALMORAL's charter from Weymouth on 11 August has not materialized,
and she is doing a public trip from Ilfracombe at a fare of £55 to
view the eclipse off the Cornish coast.

NORTH EAST
H J Hanvey & Sons, Seahouses, have bought the BRITANNIA II from Mr
J MacKay who has retired from the business. She has been renamed
ST CUTHBERT III and replaces the ST CUTHBERT which was sold to
Ireland in January.
Blyth Harbour Commission The ferry service to North Blyth ceased
in 1997.
NEXUS - Tyne & Wear PTE The FREDA CUNNINGHAM, previously reported
as having been sold for non-passenger use, 1s now known to have
been operating as a passenger vessel from Dingle in south west
Ireland.

THAMES
Greenwich Council has advertised for an operator to run next
year from a car park at Woolwich Arsenal to the Millennium Dome.
Work has started on replacing Tower Pier. A new pier is to
be built at Blackfriars, and Westminster Pier is also due to be
replaced by early next year.
Adventuress Cruises. Sawbridgeworth, are this month due to take
over the Lee Valley Park's LADY OF LEE VALLEY. Both boats will be
based at Broxbourne.

Westminster Passenger Service (Upriver) Sailings to Kew and
Hampton Court resumed on 28 March.
London Waterbus Co (Regent's Canal) Services run daily until

31 October, then at weekends until March. Special day trips are to
Limehouse on 5 June, 3 and 24 July, 7 and 21 August, and

25 September, to Harefield on the Grand Union Canal on 19-20 June,
to Brentford on 4-5 September, and from Ponders End on the River
Lee to Camden on 12 September.

SOUTH COAST

Brownsea Island Ferries The MAID OF POOLE, a new 80-ft vessel
carrying 185 passengers, 1is due to join the fleet this year.

R C Greenslade and R A Hale, Poole The new vessel being built in
Cornwall is to be named PURBECK PRINCESS and will carry 180
passengers.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

Isle of Sark Shipping Co has advertised the BON MARIN DE SERK for
sale for £325 000; news of her replacement is awaited.

Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 4 made her delivery voyage in March
via Malaga and Leixoes to Saint-Nazaire where she is to be
refitted.

WEST OF ENGLAND
H Cater, Bantham, has retired from running the summer ferry across
the River Avon which has been taken over by Mr N S Schroeter.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III has returned from
refit and her funnel, blue since 1992, has reverted to yellow.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG has been chartered by Clevedon Pier
Trust for sailings from Clevedon to Gloucester and back on 25-26
July, and from Clevedon to Dunball on the 27th.
K & M Oxenham, Lynmouth, have sold the glass fibre OCTOBER MORNING
and replaced her with a 29-ft 3l-passenger traditional wooden boat
which has been renamed OCTOBER MORNING.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Stourport Steamer Co is taking over the Severn Steamboat Co and
will then have a fleet of three boats; the two firms were run by
brothers - Trevor May has run the Steamer Co since 1990, and
Stephen May ran the long-established Steamboat Co.
Grebe Canal Cruises, Tring The KINGFISHER OF TRING has been
lengthened by 15 ft and can now carry 44 passengers.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The new SUPERSEACAT THREE arrived on
20 March and will take over the Liverpool-Dublin service, allowing
the SUPERSEACAT TWO to go to Newhaven-Dieppe. The SEACAT ISLE OF
MAN began running from Liverpool to Douglas on 31 March.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY left dry dock at Greenock on
28 April and entered service as scheduled on the 30th. The
BALMORAL is being dry-docked in Bristol.

THAMES
Catamaran Cruisers The HYDROSPACE ALPHA has started running 50-
minute multilingual sightseeing cruises from Embankment. The next

boat to be transferred from the associated company in Paris is the
CHARLES TRENET, a sister of the two HYDROSPACEs; she is due to be
replaced in July so is unlikely to be in service in London this
season, and Campion's VISCOUNT is being chartered at weekends for
the Embankment-Tower-Greenwich service.

Thames Leisure are to start l-hour sightseeing cruises from Tower
Pier in August (after rebuilding of the pier is complete).

London Waterbus Co (Regent's Canal) The WATER OUZEL has been
bought from Union Canal Carriers of Braunston.
French Brothers The Hampton Court service runs this year from

6 July to 3 September.

Salter Bros The READING, reportedly sold to Thames Rivercruise of
Reading in 1995, was in fact only on charter and, after four
seasons at Reading, will return to Salters' own fleet this season.

SOUTH COAST

Gosport Ferry The SOLENT ENTERPRISE's season runs until

9 October, with trips to Cowes on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, and less frequent trips to Ryde, cruises to the Hamble
River or cruises to Southampton Docks.

Croson A vessel is to be based at Weymouth this season for
cruises to Portland Bill and Lulworth Cove.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Condor Ferries The HAVELET was refitted at Falmouth between

18 and 27 April. The COMMODORE CLIPPER is to enter service from
Portsmouth in October, and a new berth is to be built at the ferry
port for her at a cost of £6.2 million.

Channel Hoppers have abandoned Portsmouth and claim that a

Boeing Jetfoil will run this season from Southampton to the CI and
St-Malo, while the VARANGERFJORD will run from 21 May to 3 October
from Torquay to Jersey, Alderney and Cherbourg. The VARANGERFJORD
was due to start from Southampton on 28 April, but was stopped
because of safety problems.

Emeraude Lines A 136-ft second-hand catamaran has been bought in
the Far East and is to be renamed NORMANDIE EXPRESS for the
services from Granville, Carteret and Dielette to the CI; she will
replace the last of the smaller TRIDENT catamarans. The SOLIDOR 4
was due in service on 1 May and, with the SOLIDOR 3, offers two
round trips to Jersey, one via Jersey to Guernsey and one direct to
Guernsey every day.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
Dart Pleasure Craft The business has been taken over by the Dart
Valley Railway, operators of the Paignton-Kingswear line. The
company was established in the late-1960s by Bob Paddon and John
Crews and now runs seven vessels on excursions and the Dartmouth-
Kingswear ferry which was railway-owned until 1972.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company A charterer is advertising a cruise in the
OLDENBURG from Tenby on 11 August to see the eclipse off Cornwall
at a fare of £249.

WEST WALES
S Crockford, Tenby The CELTIC SPIRIT, a new 60-ft 120-passenger
vessel is to be introduced this season, replacing the VIKING SAGA
which has been sold after 23 seasons at Tenby (she previously ran
from Clacton and on the Clyde). The new boat will have full
catering facilities for all-year charters, on Milford Haven for
example.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
National Waterways Museum, Gloucester Day trips to Tewkesbury are
advertised for 4 April, 6 June, 1 August and 3 October, and day
trips to Sharpness are on 18 April, 16 May, 20 June, 18 July and
19 September.
P D & G Richmond, Slimbridge, are giving up their business after
seven seasons. The MAYFLOWER is to be sold but the WESTWARD HO
will be retained for possible private use; Mr Richmond is working
this season as a skipper for Salter Bros on the Thames.
G H Rose & Son, Stratford The MAYFLOWER is now electrically-
powered and the SWAN OF AVON has been given a steam engine. The
DUCHESS has been acquired from York Marine Services, so the fleet
now comprises eight traditional vessels.
Shropshire Union Cruises now trades under the Anglo Welsh name.
The HANLEY has been renamed SHROPSHIRE LADY.
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Waverley Excursions The BALMORAL left Bristol on 12 May to begin

her season at Oban. She is now on the Irish Sea. When she visits

the Thames, St Katharine's Pier is being used instead of Tower Pier
which is being rebuilt.

THAMES
Southend Water Pleasure The DUCHESS M has been rebuilt with a new
open top deck. Public trips began in May. In June, July and
August, there are day trips from Queenborough to Southend on
Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, day trips from Southend to
Queenborough on Saturdays, and day trips from Strood to Southend or
vice versa on Thursdays. Saturday and Thursday sailings continue
in September.
Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
began her public trips on 22 May and usually goes to Greenwich and
London on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and to Southend on Thursdays,
Fridays and Sundays.
Woods River Cruises The SILVER BARRACUDA had a three-month refit
at Lowestoft earlier this year, and her interior has been
completely refitted.
White Horse Fast Ferries The PHILIP PIRRIP was ready was the
start of the new service on 1 June, painted, like the WILKINS
MICAWBER, in Coca Cola colours. The ABEL MAGWITCH carries a green
Holiday Inn colour scheme. On Mondays to Fridays, sailings are
scheduled at 40-minute intervals from Embankment to Holiday Inn,
Rotherhithe, via Festival, Bankside, London Bridge City and Canary
Wharf; at weekends, sailings are every 20 minutes between London
Bridge City and Embankment. A flat single fare of £1.90 is
charged.

SOUTH COAST

Solent & Wight Line Cruises The POOLE SCENE has been sold to

the Clyde Marine Motoring Co of Greenock. Originally the SOUTHSEA
QUEEN at Gosport, she became the HYTHE HOTSPUR in 1978, then the
POOLE SCENE in 1997.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) The FLAMBORIAN was refitted at
Portland in April and is running from Weymouth this season.
Brownsea Island Ferries The new MAID OF POOLE was built by David
Abels at Bristol and launched on 14 April.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Ferries The COMMODORE CLIPPER was launched on 8 May. She
will enter service for freight in September, and start carrying
passengers from Portsmouth to the CI in October.

Channel Hoppers The Southampton service began on 30 April.
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Emeraude Lines The SOLIDOR 4 was delivered from St-Nazaire on

5 May and entered service from St-Malo on the 8th, one week late.
The NORMANDIE EXPRESS has been chartered from a Hong Kong company,
and will operate from Granville in a joint service with Alizés Cbdte
des Isles whose COTE DES ISLES runs from Portbail, Carteret and
Diélette. She was built in 1988 in Sweden for service between Hong
Kong and Macau as the OREGRUND; in 1995, she was chartered to run
in the Philippines and renamed SUPERCAT 1. She is a near sister of
the SAINT-MALO, later CONDOR FRANCE, which ran to the CI from 1993
to 1998.

WEST OF ENGLAND
R Bindon, Plymouth The PLYMOUTH EXPLORER has been sold for
service on the Thames. Originally the Fleetwood-Knott End ferry
VIKING 66, she has been at Plymouth for about ten years.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG's refit was prolonged, and she
did not return to service till mid-May. There are no trips from
Padstow this season. There are day trips from Watchet and Minehead
via Ilfracombe to Lundy on 30 June, 15 July and 3 August, returning
by coach from Bideford or Ilfracombe. Seven day trips are
scheduled from Porthcawl to Ilfracombe and Lundy, on 2 and 17 June,
14 July, 2, 15 and 30 August, and 14 September.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
National Waterways Museum, Gloucester The KING ARTHUR broke down
during a charter near Tewkesbury on 11 May. 70 passengers were
taken off by Telstar Cruisers' boats.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN returned to service

for day trips to Douglas from Llandudno on 26 May and from
Fleetwood on the 27th.

MISCELLANY
Duty-free sales within the European Union end on 30 June.
This will affect all international ferry services from the UK,

except those to Norway and to the Channel Islands which are not in
the EU.

OBITUARY
Sir Christopher Cockerell, inventor of the hovercraft, died
on 1 June, aged 88. Hovercraft, once thought by some as a

replacement for ferries, were not a commercial success and only a
very few remain in service in Europe.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY suffered a fault in her port
paddle wheel on the evening of 13 June whilst returning from Lundy
and Ilfracombe to Penarth and Clevedon. She anchored four miles
off the Foreland until a tug towed her to Barry where her 382
passengers were disembarked at 0800 the next morning. She returned
to service on the 15th after repairs. Her Bristol Channel wvisit
was not very successful, with several days' sailings affected by
the weather; she is no longer permitted to sail up the Avon, so
Bristol passengers were taken by bus to join the ship. After the
last Bristol Channel sailing on 20 June, she sailed to Southampton
for bunkers before being chartered to the RNLI on 22-24 June for
sailings from Bournemouth and Poole. She arrived back in Glasgow
on 26 June and runs on the Clyde till 30 August.

THAMES

Adventuress Cruises, Broxbourne Both vessels are running from
Broxbourne this season. The ADVENTURESS is offering trips from
Ware on 1-3 August.

City Cruises The first of the four vessels being built by Vosper
Thornycroft was nearing completion in June and is named MILLENNIUM
OF PEACE. The second is due in August and all four should be ready
to run to the Millennium Dome in January, though work may be
delayed by a pay dispute at the yard.

Collins River Enterprises has been established to run a commuter
service from Greenland Pier and Canary Wharf to London Bridge City
and Savoy Pier. The STORM CLIPPER is one of the three 82-ft 62-
seat catamarans built at Cowes in 1991/92 for the Riverbus service;
they were subsequently bought by Serco-Denholm for service in naval
dockyards.

G McCann. Richmond, is a new operator who has bought the BRUNEL
from Livett's Launches, and the PLYMOUTH EXPLORER from Mr Bindon of
Plymouth. The 'EXPLORER has not been renamed and has started
running trips to Hampton Court.

CHANNEL TISLANDS

Channel Hoppers The Southampton service is being operated by the
Boeing Jetfoil ADLER BLIZZARD, built in 1981 to run from Oostende
to Dover as the PRINCESSE CLEMENTINE and sold last year to K & S
Paulsen, operators of a large fleet of excursion ships in Germany.
The start of the new Torquay service was delayed and the
VARANGERFJORD is believed to have started on 29 June.

WEST OF ENGLAND
P J Moule, Kingsbridge The season extends from 16 May to
3 October, with sailings following the usual pattern.
Padstow Harbour Commissioners The P H FERRY NO.1l has been offered
for sale for £25 000.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

Stourport Steamer Co Day trips to Worcester are advertised to run
on Wednesdays from 30 June to 1 September.
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NORTH WEST
Mersey Ferries The OVERCHURCH has been in Manchester for fitting
of new engines and improved catering facilities for excursions.
She was due to return to service in June, but she was not ready and
is now due this month. She is being renamed ROYAL DAFFODIL,
becoming the fourth Mersey ferry to carry the name (though the
second and third had the suffix "II" while the original name was in
use on the Thames).

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN will operate a
sailing from Liverpool to Douglas at 0700 on Fridays from 23 July
to 10 September before her weekend Douglas-Heysham sailings. She
is scheduled to make another day trip from Llandudno to Douglas on
23 August.

MISCELLANY

The former Harwich-Felixstowe ferry BRIGHTLINGSEA, laid-up
for about three years, has been advertised for sale for £26 000.
She was built for the LNER for the Harwich service in 1925.

The PRINCE ALBERT arrived in Liverpool under tow on 1 June
after spending several years laid-up at Tilbury. Built in 1955 as
a passenger and cargo ship in Yugoslavia, she went to Greece in
1966 and was converted for day cruises; she came to London in 1987
for charter work but her owners were soon in financial
difficulties. Her new owner is a Ukrainian captain who announced
plans to open her in Liverpool as a Russian restaurant, but
permission for this seems unlikely.
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The history of passenger boats on the River Dart has begun a
new chapter this year. Dart Pleasure Craft, who thirty years ago
began the fleet that was to put the River Dart Steamboat Company out
of Dbusiness, was bought by the Dart Valley Railway for over £1
million. Now, the railway company has bought the Ridalls' fleet as
well. It is sad to see the end of a long-established and well-run
family business but plainly Mr Ridalls, now aged 65, preferred to
take the money rather than compete with the railway company. The
fleets will now be rationalised and the wooden boats - MY QUEEN,
PLYMOUTH BELLE and TOTNES PRINCESS - are likely to be sold. The
railway company's marketing should benefit the river trips, but we
must hope that the interesting coastal trips offered from Dartmouth
are developed as well.

Other news from South Devon will be familiar to anyone who
followed the operation of Channel Hoppers' VARANGERFJORD from
Portsmouth last year: "Our ferry nightmare ... terrified passengers

sea of sickness ... horrendous, really dangerous ..." reported
the local paper about one recent trip. I am baffled that the MCA
should allow such a small, lightly-built craft to carry passengers
across the Channel and cannot understand the motive of the operators
- the many cancellations and bad press reports will ensure they
remain unprofitable. Sadly, these antics mean that if anyone tries
to run a ship from Torquay in future, they will find it much harder
to attract passengers.
Geoffrey Hamer

NORTH EAST
The Bistro Boat Company, Rotherham, have introduced the 47-
passenger WILL SCARLET on the Sheffield & South Yorkshire
Navigation, doing hourly trips at weekends and evening music trips
as far as Doncaster.

THAMES

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
suffered a major engine failure on 17 July and will be out of
service awaiting a new engine until at least mid-August. Southend
trips have been cancelled, but some trips to London have been
maintained by chartered vessels, including Campion Launches'
VISCOUNT and Crown River Cruises' SALIENT.

Catamaran Cruisers The CHARLES TRENET was delivered from Paris in
July and entered service at the end of the month as the HYDROSPACE
GAMMA .

SOUTH COAST

+H+urst Castle Ferry & Cruises The ISLAND ROSE has been
advertised for sale with delivery in September for £85 000.

Croson (The Dorset Belles) The FLAMBORIAN is running from
Weymouth and the 2-hour cruise to Lulworth Cove is normally offered
at 1045 and 1500.
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CHANNEL ISLANDS

Channel Hoppers The VARANGERFJORD began Torquay sailings on
30 June as the trip scheduled for the 29th was cancelled by bad
weather. A man jumped overboard off Guernsey on 25 July and is
presumed dead.

WEST OF ENGLAND
G H Ridalls & Sons, Dartmouth The Dart Valley Railway, which took
over Dart Pleasure Craft in April, has bought Ridalls' business,
bringing the two rival fleets under the same ownership. Ridalls'
business was established in 1930 and was run by the founder's son,
Mr David Ridalls, and his son.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG is offering a cruise on 11 August
from Bideford, leaving at 0530, via Lundy to view the eclipse off
Cornwall; a charter previously advertised from Tenby for this date
presumably failed to attract enough passengers.

WEST WALES
S Crockford, Tenby The new CELTIC SPIRIT was built by Mustang
Marine at Pembroke Dock and delivered in June to Tenby where she is
being fitted out. Her entry into service has been delayed till
later this season. She is of striking appearance with a saloon
with large windows and an open deck above. The VIKING SAGA has
been sold and has gone to Maldon, Essex.

IRISH SEA
Celtic Sea Charters is a new company which has bought the Greek
excursion vessel THRAKI II. She was built in 1994 in Ukraine to a

standard design and measures 222 gross tons and is 115 ft long.
She has visited Whitehaven and Douglas, but is not clear what her
owners' plans are.

MISCELLANY

The former Isle of Man steamer MANXMAN partly sank on 12 July
at the Pallion yard on the River Wear where she has been laid-up
for two years. She was subsequently pumped out and dry docked.

The former Beachley-Aust ferry SEVERN PRINCESS has been bought
by a preservation group from Chepstow and was towed back there from
the west of Ireland, arriving on 27 June. She was built in 1959 at
Hull and ran on the ferry service until the Severn Bridge opened in
1966. She went to Ireland in 1969 and was used for cargo carrying.
Her new Chepstow owners plan to refit her, either for static
exhibition or active service.
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Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY is due to start her South Coast
sailings on 3 September, then moves to the Thames on the 30th.

Work on rebuilding Tower Pier is behind schedule, so the WAVERLEY's
sailings may be amended.

THAMES

Lower Thames & Medway Passenger Boat Co The PRINCESS POCAHONTAS
returned to service with a new engine on 21 August and is now
slightly faster.

City Cruises The MILLENNIUM OF PEACE was delivered in early
August, made an inaugural trip on the 1l1th and has since been used
for dinner cruises. She is similar to the MILLENNIUM OF LONDON but
is slightly bigger and has a catamaran hull; she is painted in a
silvery colour.

Collins River Enterprises The STORM CLIPPER which started a
commuter service this year (see July issue) is now known to have
been built in 1992 as the D H L WORLDWIDE EXPRESS for the Riverbus
Partnership but never used by them; she later ran in naval
dockyards as the SERCO D II.

Thames Cruises The government has announced a public inquiry into
the sinking of the MARCHIONESS in 1989.

Thames Rivercruise, Reading, has bought the DEVON BELLE from Mr
Bridge of Plymouth. She was built as the SEYMOUR CASTLE for the
River Dart Steamboat Co and has spent all her life at Dartmouth and
Plymouth, apart from the war when she took part in the evacuation
of Dunkerque.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Channel Hoppers The VARANGERFJORD is not running her advertised
services to Cherbourg, and runs only from Torquay to Alderney or
Jersey.
Emeraude Lines The NORMANDIE EXPRESS was damaged on 21 July and
was expected to be off service until the end of August for repairs
to her propellers. She was replaced by a smaller craft. The last
of the TRIDENT catamarans has been chartered to Air France to run a
summer service from Nice airport to St-Tropez and other resorts.

WEST OF ENGLAND
R Bewley, Paignton, has advertised the SPARKLE for sale.
K J Bridge, Plymouth, has sold the DEVON BELLE after running her
for the past four seasons and she has gone to the Thames.
Calstock Steam Packet & River Navigation Co This grandly-titled
company has revived the ferry from Calstock to the Bere Alston side
of the Tamar which last operated in 1969, and runs downstream to
Cotehele Quay. The service runs from 23 May to 3 October, but is
dependent on tides so does not run every day.
P J McColl, Falmouth The QUEEN OF HELFORD was rebuilt last year
with a new superstructure, but has now been advertised for sale for
£75 000 as the owners says he is building a new vessel.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG sailed from Bideford and Lundy to off
Padstow on 11 August to witness the total eclipse in company with
the BALMORAL from Ilfracombe.
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Devonia Cruises, Ilfracombe The owner, Mr A Kift, sold the
DEVONIA BELLE last year and is no longer running trips.

Avon Cruises, Keynsham, is a new operator who started running the
DEVONIA BELLE last year. She offers short cruises on the river and
day trips to Bath or Bristol.

Kennet & Avon Canal Trust (Bath) The JUBILEE is this season
running trips from Brassknocker Basin Visitor Centre on the
Somerset Coal Canal to Dundas Aqueduct and Claverton Pumping
Station. Trips continue on Sundays to 24 October.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS

Droitwich Canals Trust has begun running a 30-passenger narrow
boat, replacing the previous service by the LADY SABRINA of
Worcestershire Canal Cruises.

NORTH WEST
A new operator has begun running on the lake at Trawsfynydd,

Merioneth, with the waterbus MARED, originally from Amsterdam then
on Loch Lomond as the LOMOND MAID.

Mersey Ferries The OVERCHURCH returned to service as the ROYAL
DAFFODIL with a special cruise on 13 August and was on the ferry
service on the 16th. She has Class IV and V certificates for 396,
or 860 on the ferry service.

Celtic Sea Charters, Whitehaven The THRAKI II, reported last
month to have been purchased, was in fact on charter from her Greek
owners and, following a dispute, was arrested at Whitehaven on

24 August; she had not entered service on the Irish Sea.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN made day trips to
Douglas from Llandudno on 9 and 23 August, and from Fleetwood on
the 10th; all carried around 900 passengers.

MISCELLANY
The former Fairmile ISLANDER S, previously operated from
Strangford in Northern Ireland, is no longer in service and is on
the market for £120 000.
The National Trust's visiting figures for 1998 show that
Brownsea Island had 100 909 visitors (89 549 in 1997) and St
Michael's Mount had 204 596 (201 280).
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The summer of 1999 has brought a mixture of weather with most
areas having hot spells and wet spells, and the summer was both
wetter and sunnier than average. Until September, there were few
gales to disrupt sailings.

Geoffrey Hamer

Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY began her South Coast sailings
on 3 September in good weather, but didn't go to Weymouth on the
5th owing to a shortage of fuel. Sailings were curtailed by the
weather on 8, 11, 16, 19, 22, 25 and 26 September, and cancelled on
the 18th and 23rd. Bournemouth Pier was closed from the 21st
because of the Labour Party Conference. She left Southampton for
Tilbury on 27 September, abandoning the last two days of South
Coast sailings, and Thames sailings began on the 30th. The
BALMORAL finished her season on the Clyde on 27 September, and
sailed that night for lay-up in Bristol.

THAMES

Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle Trust The Heritage Lottery

Fund is to pay £79 000 towards the cost of a new boiler, with the
remaining £20 000 coming from the PSPS and Manifold Trust.
Catamaran Cruisers The SYMPHONY hit Lambeth Bridge during her

dinner cruise on 4 October. She was brought alongside the nearby
Fire Brigade pier, and none of the 103 passengers was injured.
White Horse Fast Ferries The initial London timetable was changed

on 21 August, and the craft now run between Embankment and
Rotherhithe every day, normally at 45-minute intervals.

SOUTH COAST

Solent & Wight Line Cruises The new catamaran was completed in
the summer and named ALI CAT.

Brownsea Island Ferries The new MAID OF POOLE entered service in
June. She has Class V and VI certificates for 186 passengers
allowing her to sail to Swanage and the Solent.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Condor Ferries The COMMODORE CLIPPER left Rotterdam for Guernsey
on 17 September. She made a trial call at St-Malo on the 20th and,
when she enters regular service from Portsmouth on 18 October, will
make a trip from the islands to St-Malo every weekend, mainly for
freight.

Channel Hoppers It seems that the charter of the Jetfoil ADLER
BLIZZARD did not happen. The VARANGERFJORD was advertised to sail
daily until 2 October from Torquay to Jersey, or to Alderney and
Southampton. The company claimed to have carried over 7000
passengers from Torquay in July and August, and said they would run
from Torquay again next year.

R Munson, Guernsey The TYPHOOON was sold in the spring to run
from Torquay to Brixham. She was built for the Herm service in
1966 with a very distinctive broad hull based on the shape of a
seagull's body.
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WEST OF ENGLAND
M D Barrow, Torquay, was the buyer of the catamaran RIVERSIDE LADY
from London. She has been renamed DEVON PRINCESS IV but has not
been refitted and is laid-up in Torquay Harbour. Mr Barrow runs
the BRITANNIA M on trips to Brixham.
P Scott, Brixham The BRIXHAM BELLE II is chartered for the RSPB's
winter birdwatching trips from Exmouth, which she used to do under
her previous owner. Next winter's are on 4 and 5 December, 5, 6,
19 and 20 February, and 4 and 5 March; book with Astbury Travel of
Exeter.
Dart Pleasure Craft (River Link) The Totnes sailings have been
operating to the schedule previously advertised and all Ridalls
publicity withdrawn. By mid-September, the Totnes ticket office
had been refurbished and all trace of Ridalls removed, but at
Dartmouth Ridalls' red kiosks were still in use.
D A Ridalls, Dartmouth, continued to run the summer service to
Dittisham with 1l2-passenger launches.
Dart River Cruises, Totnes, 1is a new operator offering charter
trips from Baltic Wharf. The Southampton-Hythe ferry NEW FORESTER
was bought last winter and entered service in July renamed BALTIC
STAR.
K J Bridge, Plymouth Following the sale of the DEVON BELLE, the
QUEEN OF FALMOUTH was bought from the Pill family. Originally the
MAID OF BUTE, she later became the MAID OF THE FORTH.

BRISTOL CHANNEL
Lundy Company The OLDENBURG was using the new pier at Lundy in
September.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
English Holiday Cruises The OLIVER CROMWELL struck Haw Bridge
between Gloucester and Tewkesbury on 20 September. Five passengers
were hurt and the vessel suffered damage. Rainfall was blamed for
raising river levels.

NORTH WEST
M Wigzell, Llandudno Before the start of the season, the SAUCY
SAL was replaced by the GORGEOUS GUSSIE, previously running at
Teignmouth and Exmouth.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN finished her
season's IoM sailings on 13 September, but was needed to replace
the fast craft in gales on 18 September, and 1 and 3 October from
Liverpool to Dublin, and on 2 October to Douglas. She is due to
replace the BEN-MY-CHREE for refit from 6 January.
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As usual, November brings the 'Trip Out' list of the UK's ten
largest excursion operators based on gross tonnage and on passenger
capacity. Figures in brackets are last year's positions.

GROSS TONNAGE PASSENGER CAPACITY
1(1) Woods River Cruises 1692 1(3) City Cruises 2922
2(2) Waverley Excursions 1428 2(2) Catamaran Cruisers 2742
3(3) City Cruises 1193 3(1) Windermere Lake Cr. 2736
4(4) Windermere Lake Cr. 916 4 (4) Salter Bros 1790
5(5) Catamaran Cruisers 842 5(5) Waverley Excursions 1750
6(6) George Wheeler L. 544 6(6) Dart Pleasure Craft 1650
7(7) Blue Funnel Cruises 538 7(7) French Brothers 1288
8(9) Livett's Launches 415 8(8) Woods River Cruises 1045
9(-) Salter Bros 414 9(9) Solent & Wightline 1044
10(10) Thames Cruises 405 10(10) Thames Cruises 844
Waverley Excursions The WAVERLEY had a very successful visit

to the Thames and then sailed to the Bristol Channel. On the last
day, 18 October, the planned sailing from Penarth and Porthcawl to
Milford Haven was cancelled because of the weather and she offered
a cruise from Clevedon up the Severn and around Steep Holm. She
then went to Avonmouth to await a decision on her rebuilding. The
passenger total for the season was 140 978.

NORTH EAST
White Rose Line, York The RIVER KING has been advertised for sale
for £140 000.

THAMES
The first part of the new Tower Pier was put into position in

late-September, in time to be used by the WAVERLEY.
Most services in London changed to their winter schedules

on 1 November. Sailings from Westminster to Kew and Hampton Court

finished on 31 October.

City Cruises The MILLENNIUM CITY, second of the four catamarans

being built by Vosper Thornycroft, was delivered to London in

October.

SOUTH COAST

Blue Funnel Cruises The open launch JENNY ANN, chartered from
Solent & Wight Line Cruises and used for docks cruises, was
originally the WATER WYTCH of Poole. She has now been offered for
sale for £13 000.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Channel Hoppers At the end of the season, the company said it
would run from Torguay again next year, but it soon became clear
that passengers with bookings for cancelled sailings were awaiting
refunds, port dues at Torquay, Jersey and Alderney were unpaid, and
staff at Torquay were owed wages. Local newspapers have been
unable to contact Channel Hoppers' directors. The Norwegian owner
of the VARANGERFJORD, Finnmark Fylkesrederi & Ruteselskap (FFR),
wants to continue the service next year and is considering taking
over Channel Hoppers and settling their debts.
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Condor Ferries The COMMODORE CLIPPER entered regular freight
service on 27 September, and began carrying passengers regularly on
18 October. She leaves Portsmouth at 0930 daily except Sundays,
calls at Guernsey 1600-1800, Jersey 2000-2200 and returns to
Portsmouth at 0630. The CONDOR VITESSE went to Falmouth on

19 October for a refit before going to New Zealand for a winter
charter. The CONDOR EXPRESS ran daily from Weymouth and Poole
from 18 to 31 October, then in winter sails from Weymouth on
Mondays and Fridays only; there are extra sailings for Christmas
and the New Year but the fast service is suspended from 9 January
to 3 February. The Weymouth service increases to five trips
weekly in March. From 1 April to 31 October, there are daily
services from Poole and Weymouth, with the full two-vessel service
from 26 May to 17 October.

WEST OF ENGLAND
M D Barrow, Torquay, 1s the new owner of the TYPHOON, bought from
Guernsey this year; she ran to Brixham in a joint service with
other operators in opposition to the Western Lady Ferry Service.
Dart Pleasure Craft The TOTNES PRINCESS and WESTERN BELLE were
laid-up after the takeover of the Ridalls fleet.
Isles of Scilly Steamship Co The SCILLONIAN III's season was
extended by a week to 6 November to cover for the cargo vessel GRY
MARITHA which has been in dry dock at Penzance.

MIDLAND WATERWAYS
Brayford Waterside Cruises, Lincoln, runs THE BELLE, previously at
Chester, Warrington and York, on 30-minute cruises through the city
centre from Easter to October.

NORTH WEST

Welsh Canal Holiday Craft, Llangollen Two replacement horse-drawn
boats, named JAMES BRINDLEY and WILLIAM JESSOP, were built last
winter; they carry 70 passengers.

IRISH SEA
Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN was again needed to
run to Douglas and/or Dublin in bad weather on 1-4, 21-22 and 30-31
October.
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Waverley Excursions announced on 29 November that the contract for
the WAVERLEY's rebuild had been awarded to George Prior Engineering
of Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft. The work is costing around £1.9
million more than originally expected because of new safety
regulations, the Heritage Lottery Fund's requirements and
inflation. The PSPS has launched an appeal for additional funds;
if the extra money cannot be found, renewal of the forward saloon,
crew accommodation, promenade deck and deck shelters will be
postponed. The WAVERLEY is due to return to service in July.
George Prior built the SILVER STURGEON and have carried out major
refits of the SILVER BARRACUDA, SILVER BONITO and HEBRIDEAN
PRINCESS.

A proposed charter of the BALMORAL in London on 31 December
has been cancelled, so she will not be sailing this winter.

EAST ANGLIA
C Spraggons, Harwich, has closed his ferry services to Shotley and
Felixstowe; passenger numbers had fallen to 3000 this year from
7500 last year. He still hopes to resume if local authorities
provide a subsidy.

THAMES
Livett's Launches/ Thames Luxury Charters have bought the mock
Mississippi steamer DIXIE QUEEN from Stockholm. She was built in
1968 as the double-ended car ferry FARJA 61/271 and was renamed in
1985 and rebuilt for restaurant cruises in Stockholm. She is 197
ft long, measures 1014 gross tons and can carry around 500 diners.
Propulsion is by diesel engines driving Voith-Schneider
propellers. She left Stockholm on 21 October and is due in
service next year under her present name. She will be based near
Tower Bridge and will operate as far as Gravesend, but is too big
to pass under London's bridges. Thames Luxury Charters is run by
waterman Chris Livett and Mr N Scandrett who has other interests in
the catering and entertainment businesses.

SOUTH COAST

Red Funnel Ferries A reduced two-ship car ferry service runs from
8 January to 10 March while the ships are overhauled; the full
hourly service then runs for the rest of the year.

WEST OF ENGLAND

W E Hook, Teignmouth, in 1998 bought the JOYBELLE, previously owned
by Mr J Matthews, but limited to 12 passengers; she now has an MCA
certificate again, for 72 passengers.
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MIDLAND WATERWAYS

National Waterways Museum, Gloucester The KING ARTHUR sank at her
mooring on about 14 November. She was to be raised and refitted
while the cause was investigated.

NORTH WEST
Mersey Ferries The ROYAL DAFFODIL is offering a cruise on New
Year's Eve for £200 per person, including a meal and drinks.

IRISH SEA

Isle of Man Steam Packet Co The LADY OF MANN was again needed on
5-6, 26-28 and 30 November. There was a fire aboard her at
Liverpool on 1 December, but it was put out without damage, and she
again sailed to Douglas on 4-5 December. Next year, the
SUPERSEACAT THREE's Liverpool-Dublin service will be reduced to
once daily following a fall in traffic and she will offer extra
Douglas services, allowing fast craft to operate relief sailings to
Heysham which were run by the LADY OF MANN last summer; she is
expected to be used only around the TT race period.

MISCELLANY
The former paddle steamer PRINCESS ELIZABETH, berthed in
Paris since 1990, has been moved and is now believed to be at
Dunkerque. She is the largest surviving passenger ship to have
crossed to the French town in 1940.
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